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PREFACE 


TO THE FIRST EDITION. 


It has not been the kind partiality of iny friends, 
the common apology for an uninteresting or ill 
written book, which has induced me to launch 
upon the world the following narrative of my 
journey to the utmost northern and eastern limits 
of the Russian empire ; nor has it arisen from a 
vain idea of my being qualified for a task of the 
kind. No person (except the foreign nobleman 
under whose especial countenance the principal 
part of the undertaking was accomplished) has 
recommended such a proceeding. The publica- 
tion, therefore, whether of merit or demerit, is 
entirely 2)rompted liy the novelty of the journey, 
and of 'the mode of accomplishing it ; for, even in 
these days of wonderful atchievements, it has ex- 
cited some surprise that a Captain of the British 
Navy should undertake a journey of many thou- 
sands of miles, alojie, on foot, and over a countiy 
considered as next to impassable. That the jour- 
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ney has only in part been perfoi’incd on foot, is 
to be attrilmted to the liberality of the Russian 
Government, as well as to the hospitality of its 
|jeople. Had the Emperor Alexander, however, 
refused the assistance I solicited, required, and 
obtained, I am free to declare that it is next to 
impossible to traverse his Empire on foot. I 
fairly made the experiment. For a long time I 
adopted that economical mode of travelling, until 
the pressing solicitations of every one convinced 
me it would lie folly to dedine any longer the ac- 
ceptance of such offers as they were pleased, from 
real l>enevolence, to make me. 

I frequently walked, and us frequently rode, 
and was thus enabled to go over a vast extent of 
country in a short time; and such is the kmd 
disposition of the Russian character towards a 
stranger, as evinced in my case, that I feel con- 
vinced that, by studying their manners and cus- 
toms, partaking of their amusements, shewing 
respect to their religion, and otherwise conform- 
ing to their rude notions, the Empire of Russia 
may be traversed by a foreigner in every direc- 
tion, with much convenience, plenty of food, good 
lodgings, and even suitable raiment, without mo- 
lestation, and this for so inconsiderable a sum, 
that to name it were to challenge disbelief. I 
shall, therefore, only state that the expenses of 
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my journey from Moscow to Irkutsk (l>y tVie route 
I went six thousand miles), certainly fell short of 
a guinea. 

Such being the case, such being the novelty of 
the journey, such being our ignorance of Siberia, 
aind every thing connected with the public institu- 
tions of that distant part of the world, I consider 
it my duty, as well as my interest, to submit to the 
candour of an indulgent public the following pages. 
Effectually to disarm the critic, I need only say that 
I entered into the cockpit of a man-of-war at the 
very early age of ten : if that be not sulRciehf, Iht 
the fact of a journey of more than thirty thousand 
miles, perfoi’med under jjeculiar circumstances, lx: 
taken as a set-off against a want of powers better 
fitting an author than a traveller. 

I cannot, however, but entertain a hope that 
the narrative will be found not void of interest 
It contains no alterations from the oiiginul notes, 
it has simply been lopped of those branches which 
could not interest the English reader; probably, it 
has not even yet been sufficiently pruned, for I fear 
I have still left marks of having pried into pro- 
ceedings which may apjwar not to have come within 
my province. When my readers, liowever, consi- 
der the peculiar situation in which I was placed 
I’or more than three years, I hope they will give 
me credit for the impartiality of my opinions, 
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and the tnitJi of my statements. Respecting the 
character of the Russians, I do not feel myself 
competent to give what may he termed a proper 
description. I might be charged with a want of 
impartiality, and therefore prefer that my readers 
should form tluar own estimate, after a due consi- 
deration of the facts stated in my Narrative. The 
v^ariety of conflicting testimonies has rendered hte 
task still more difficult : some who have written 
upon the suliject have grossly exaggerated, while 
others have advanced assertions totally unfounded. 
Thus much, however, I will take upon myself to 
say, that no people have made more rapid strides 
towards civilization, moral and intellectual im- 
provements, than all classes of the Russians ; and 
further I say, that their catalogue of failings, for 
they do not merit tlie appellation of crimes, by no 
means exceeds those of other countries. 

There is another ground on which 1 would fain 
persuade myself that these pages may be produc- 
tive of some good; may they not prove the means 
of stirring up the enterprising spirit of those who 
have better means and greater talents than I pre- 
tend to ? Should a traveller who has the pecu- 
niary means, the requisite talents, and the spirit 
and perseveiance indispensable, enter ujjon the vast 
fields of Tartary, he wiU fiitd ample scope for 
th(.‘ exercise of his genius, whether he be a philo- 
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sopher, a lK)tariist, a naturalist, or an historian. 
For myself, I profess only to have acted in the 
capacity of a rough pioneer, and having cleared 
the way, leave the road open for the scientific, to 
pursue his journey when it best suits him. 

To the impatient mind these pages may also 
afford a salutary lesson. Should such a character 
pemse this narrative, and trace me through a 
long, laborious, and highly perilous journey, con- 
trasting the fretjuent miserable situations in which 
I have been placed, with his comparatively happy 
one, he will, 1 tmst, learn “ to be content”; he will 
also learn that there are few difficulties which 
patience and spirit may not overcome, and that 
man may fearlessly go where he will, so long as 
his conduct answers to his movements. 

I may be allowed to add, that after such a 
journey, I might l)e supposed cured of the spirit 
of travelling, at least in so eccentric a way ; yet 
the supposition is far from the fact, for as I am 
conscious that I was never so happy as in the 
wilds of Tartary, so have I never been so anxious 
to enter on a similar field as at this moment. 


THE AUTHOR. 




PREFACE 


TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


In presenting to the public an enlarged jind 
corrected edition of this Work, the Authoi’ avails 
himself of such an op])ortunity to return to the 
public wlio liave read, and to those reviewers who 
have kindly criticized it, his thanks for tlie pa- 
tronage of the former, and for the lilKU’al indul- 
gence which has been extended to him by the 
latter. The few critics who have in any way 
censured the peculiar mode of ti’avelling adopted 
by the Author, in the prosecution of his journey, 
may rest assured, that in no other manner coidd 
he have proceeded to the extremities of Asia : and 
as he is quite satisfied that such observations 
could only have arisen from mistake, he begs 
leave to return them also his thanks for the at- 
tention which they have drawn to his Woi’k. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Motives for undertaking the Journey — Dieppe — llouen — 
Paris — La Ferto — Chalons — St. Dizier — Nancy — Metz— - 
Sarrehruck — Landshut — Kaisers Lantern — Frankfort — 
Schluctcn — Fuld — Erfurtli — Lcipsic — Duebcn — Potsdam 
— Berlin. 

In the month of January, 1820, I addressed a 
letter to the Secretary of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, offering to undertake a jour- 
ney into the interior of Africa, whicli should have 
for its object the ascertaining of the com’se and 
determination of the river Niger. Besides the 
bent of my own inclination, I had an inducement 
to this step in the conviction established by ex- 
perience, of my capalnlity to encounter the ordi- 
nary difficidties of a j>edestrian traveller : having, 
on the conclusion of the general peace, traversed 
on foot tlie beautiful countries of France, Spain 
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and Portugal — an excursion in which I certainly 
underwent a full proportion of fatigue . and pri- 
vations ; to say nothing of those I had for years 
before been in the habit of undergoing; among 
which I might enumerate two trips from Quebec 
to Lake Ontario, when in company with six 
bundled seamen, whose wiy faces and swollen 
feet told me I was more of a pedestrian trayeller 
than they. , ^ , 

The plan I purposed to follow was nearly that 
adopted by Mungo Park in his first joiuuey j in'^ 
tending to proceed alone, and requiring only, to 
be furnished with the countenance of some consti- 
tuent part of the government. With this protec- 
tion, and such recommendations as it might pro- 
cure me, I would have accompanied tlie caravai^ 
in some servile capacity, nor hesitated even to sell 
myself as a slave, if that miserable alteraative 
were necessary, to accomplish the object I had in 
view. . ; 

In going alone, I relied upon my own indiyidiial 
exertions and knowledge of man, unfettei’ed \>y 
the frailties and misconduct of others. I was 
then, as now, convinced, that many people .fiw#- 
ling ti^ther for the purpose of explorii^ a barbar 
rous country, have the less chance of succeeding, 
more especially when they go armed, and take 
with them presents of value. The appearance of 
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numbers must naturally excite the natives to re- 
sistance from motives of jealousy or fear ; and the 
danger would be greatly increased by the hojje of 
plunder. The death of the whole party, and con- 
sequently the failure of the expedition, will l>e the 
probable result of such a plan. The difficulty of 
finding' ineu, otherwise suitable, whose constitu* 
tidns admit an equal degree of suffering and 
fatigtieiMS also gi'eat: and that of collecting a 
number of people gifted with the due portion of 
those Virtues without which no expedition of dis- 
covery could succeed, — ^is certainly a greater. 

My answer from the Admiralty was unfavour- 
able, expressing an unwillingness to countenance 
the Undertaking ; whether from tender regard to 
the safety of my person, or because they consi- 
dered such an expedition foreign to their depart- 
ment, or from what other reason, I shall leave the 
reader to conjecture. I was not however the less 
Convinced of the practicability of my plan : a plan 
which I consider was more than ordinarily feasible 
by me, who had been roasted in some of the worst 
corners of the West Indies, during a pei’iod of 
nearly ten years’ seririce, without, I might say, a 
head-ache. Finding, however, that a young com- 
mander like myself was not likely to be employed 
afloat, much less ashore, I determined to under- 
take a journey, varying only the object and the 
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scene to that of the unfortunate Ledyard, viz., to 
travel round the globe, as nearly as can be done 
by land, crossing from Northern Asia to America, 
at Behring’s Streights ; I also determined to per- 
form the journey on foot, for the best of all pos- 
sible reasons, that my finances allowed of no other. 
Having procured two years’ leave of absence, I 
prepared to traverse the continents of Europe, 
Asia, and America. 

It is only candid to premise, that the accdunt I 
am about to give of my travels can but little gra- 
tify the scientific reader. I confess my ignorance 
of natural history, nor had I been ever so skilful 
could I, travelling on foot, have brought away 
with mo any specimens of animals, plants, or 
minerals. I had no means of carrying with me 
sitch instruments as are necessaiy for making geo- 
graphical observations of places, of the state of the 
air, or such other matters as are generally expected 
to be noted by travellers : the few instruments I 
did possess were taken from me, as will hereafter 
appear. 

My first and leading object was, to trace the 
shores of the Polar Sea along America, by land, as 
Captain Parry is now attempting to do by sea ; 
and at the same time to note my observations on 
men and manners in the various situations and 
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conditions of life ; for which sudi a joiirney. qouid 
not fail of presenting many opjwrtunities. Ikying 
tiierefore procured such documents as were necesr 
sary, and filled my knapsack with such articles as 
I considered requisite to enable me to wander 
through the wilds, deserts, and forests of three 
quarters of the globe, I quitted London and landed 
at Dieppe from the packet-boat. 

My regi’et on quitting the shores of Albion was 
not likely to be counterbalanced by any pleasur- 
able reflections on reaching those of France ; but 
having been forty hours on board the i)acket, with 
little or nothing to eat, I cheerfully submitted to 
the ordeal of the French searchers, at the modest 
price of a franc; and, with my knapsack on my 
back, walked on to one of those most accommo- 
dating of all places of entertainment, announced 
by the simple words of “ logement a pied on ii 
cheval.” I there procured a bed and supper for 
the same reasonable price that I had paid for the 
h<Miour done me in the official examination of ray 
precious wallet. 

Being reluctant to incur the expense of five 
francs, to obtain my jmssport on Sunday, I was 
content to devote the day to celebrate the eve of 
my birth-day, of the Carnival, and of St. Valen- 
tine ; having visited what may be deemed most 
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wpr^y in tlie pretty, clean, and welUpayed town* 
of J^i^pe, — ^the retreat for the vieious, and refuge 
for thu unfortunate. 

Monday, 14th February, I commenced my route 
towards Paris, over a .well-cultivated, but thinly 
jMJopled country, on which arc a few pleasant 
country-seats, and neat villages, with a road far 
superior to that from the capital to Calais. I con- 
templated, as I jogged along, some of the differ? 
ences between France and Spain, comparing thu 
facilities of traversing the former, to the diffi? 
culties and dangers attending the latter ; and 
contrasting the servile, frivolous, and seductive 
Frenchman, with the noble, proud, and hospitable 
Don. Nor is the scenery of the two countries 
less opposed: the bold, romantic, fertile, and 
mountainous features of Spain, to the long, low, 
sloping declivities, and the tame, though cultiva- 
ted eminences of France. 

About a mile, however, from Rouen, the pro*- 
spect became more interesting. To the right and 
in front, wound the silvery Seine, its bosom stud- 
ded with vessels to a degree extraordinaiy at this 
season of the year. In the distance, in front and 
to the left, stood the city of Rouen, with the spire 
of its truly venerable cathedral, and other stee? 
pies and public buildings, rising over various parts 
of the city ; while, farther to the left, a range of 
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hills, in a high state of Cultivation, slewed down to 
a number of handsome chateaux and pretljr cot- 
tages ; while the lawns, covered with cottons and 
linens spread out to bleach, gave an air of cheer- 
ftil and honourable industry to this portion of the 
Department of Lower Seine. 

I piit up at a table-d’hote, and, for three francs 
a-dayi procured the opportunity of viewing the 
wonders of the ancient, but dirty, narrow, and 
crooked streeted city of Rouen. The cathedral 
is, of course, the first object of attraction ; but, 
however beautiful its Gothic design, or however 
excellent its modern improvements, the effect of 
both is lost from the peculiar unfriendliness of its 
situation ; surrounded on three sides, by dirty 
lanes, so close that the backs of some of the houses 
are formed by the walls of the cathedml. The 
interior corresponds with the exterior in point of 
decoration ; though of its furniture little else is th 
be seen liesides enormous piles of old chairs. I left 
this once so Ijeautiful, but now disfigured edifice, 
to wander through the aisles of St. Owen, a fine 
and perfect Gothic specimen, whose grandly eleva- 
ted roof, and highly finished painted windows, 
seem cajjable of inspiring a religious feeling far 
beyond those of the cathedral. The archiepisco- 
pal palace, the barracks on the banks of the SeinC, 
a large Gothic building, converted to public offices, 
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anti the Hotel de Ville, are also deserving atten- 
tion. Rouen has a tolerable library, and a cabinet 
of paintings, inchxding numerous pieces of the old 
school; their description is too much out of my 
sphere, to be entered upon : and were it other- 
wise, the indelicacy of some of them might well 
forbid their reception by an English public. 

Ascending Mount St. Catherine, I now overlook- 
ed the river and great part of the surrounding 
country, which, even at this season of the year, 
presented an interesting scene, where the lx>ule- 
vards, by far the cleanest part, stretch along three 
sides of the city to a great distance, with the. ca- 
thedral and other churches : the Ix^autiful wind- 
ings of the river, now l>ounded l)y high and chalky 
cliffs, and then by low meadow lands, with its nu- 
merous inhabited anti well-cultivated islands, re- 
minding me of the “ Chinarnpas, or floating gar- 
dens of Mexico.” 

Mount St. Catherine had some time back a 
strong fortress ; though now scarcely the vestige 
of a wall remains. Possilxly it was destroyed on 
jauixose, as palpably unnecessary to the protection 
of the sacred territory. The communication 
across the river is formed by a heavy bridge of 
l)oats fastened together in the most unskilful man- 
ner, the beams of wood admitting of little or no 
j)lay. so necessary duiing the breaking u]> of the 
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ice, or the li’eshcs and swellings of the river. I'he 
great nation might obtain some useful information 
on floating bridges from Oporto or Seville. 

I returned to the city, in time to witness what 
little public; feeling was exhibited on the informa- 
tion just received of tlie Duke de Derri’s assassi- 
nation ; and having gallantly paid my devoirs to 
the statue of the Maid of Oilcans, departed, con- 
vinced that Rouen, like other gi-cat cities, presents 
too much to he .seen, and too little to interest. 

The first part of the journey from Rouen to 
Paris, is on the banks of the Seine, then under 
Mount St. Catherine, and afterwards over a c^onsi- 
derably elevated ground. Cultivation is here piuv 
sued on an extensive scale, but the scene is unin- 
teresting from its samene.ss, and the total absence 
of inclosures, recalling to the English traveller the 
superior beauties of liis own country. Passing a 
few dirty villages, you reach Bordeaux de Vigng a 
Magni, a considerable town, distant twenty-eight 
miles. From hence to Paris is a well-paved road, 
through the ancient town of Entreuil ; the country 
here becomes more interesting and better peopled, 
though it has little else to denote its proximity to 
the second capital of Europe. I an’ived late, and 
put up at the Hotel de Conte. 

I remained at Paris several days waiting for my 
passjiorts, for which no less than seven signatures 
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and as many francs wei’e requircnl. I was happy 
enough to find a worthy friend in the person of the 
late Colonel Mercer, who, with his amiable daugh- 
t^, did every thing possible to lessen the expense, 
and ennui of the delay. All public amusements 
were, however, prohibited for a certain period, in 
consequence of the Duke de Beni’s death, much, 
I suspect, to the mortification of the Parisians, 
who, whatever be their love to the grand monarqm, 
appear but little attached to his aiigust family. 

Paris has ever appeared to me dull, probably 
from my want of means to enter its vortex of dis- 
sipation ; but as I was not wholly insensible to the 
wish, I resolved immediately to quit it, leaving to 
others the tfisk of describing over again what has 
so often been described. I set out, therefore, on 
the2ftth, with the intention of crossing the Rhine 
at Frankfort, taking Nancy on the road. Twenty- 
twp miles on my route, lay the ejnscopal city of 
Meaux, whose cathedral is certainly deserving of 
notice, inasmuch as its exterior is comjdetely 
finished, a rare case with French cathedrals. The 
country about it is low, and as uninteresting as the 
city *1186111 Passed the night at La Fert^ sous 
Jouarre, a considerable town on the Marne, cele- 
brated for its trade in mill-stones, which are thence 
exported in great numters. I was too fatigued to 
enjoy more of the comforts of a decent aubeige. 
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thaii that of a l)ed, such as it was, consistkig only 
of a • blanket, with my knapsack for a pillow.; 
Reached Port-a-Binson late the next evening, 
having gone through several considerable towns, 
among which is Chateau Thierry, beautifully situ- 
ated on both banks of the Marne, connected by 
two bridges, which are j^ain connected by an 
island in the centre of the river. The country 
here assumes a more romantic appearance, and the 
people seem ha{)pier and more good-natured, with 
less of that forward and impeitinent curiosity so 
cliaracteristic of French manners. At a distance 
of twenty-four miles, I reached Chalons, in Cham- 
paigne. It was not probable I should pass this 
province without tapping a bottle of so celebrated 
a wine, which the town of Epernay fumishod me 
for three francs and a half. 

Epernay with its scenery is truly romantic,. as 
observed from an elevated situation above Cha- 
' teau Thierry. It reminded me much of the sce- 
nery in the north of Portugal, neai’ the river and 
Iiridge of Coa. 

Leaving Chalons, I directed my steps towarefe 
St. Dizier, over a hilly country. The road was 
IkuI, but rendered lighter by the com}»any of some 
juidestrian ti'uvcllers. Our route, however, was 
through a flourishing vineyard and a higldy pic- 
turesque scenery, abounding with wood and water ; 
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but clirty and populous villages every where of- 
fended the ey(?, presenting a strange and para- 
doxical appearance, as if health and dirt were as 
congenial in France, as health and cleanliness are 
in Cngland. 

I reached St. Dizicr late in the evening, ex- 
ceedingly fatigued; put up at a decent public- 
house, where were plenty of other travellers en- 
joying the comforts of a Saturday night, when 
an extra franc is spent. The latter circumstance 
I mention, that gentlemen travellers (I know not 
to what classification of the trilie Laurence Sterne 
would have referred me) may obserx'e that we of 
humbler habits and pretensions have our red 
as well as black letter days. St. Dizier is an an- 
cient town, near the navigable part of the Marne, 
built in the year 95 1 , and is the chief town in the 
depailment of the Meuse, lying in a fertile country. 
Grapes are here abundant, and many beautiful 
views may be glimpsed throxigh thick groves and 
vineyards, common to this part of the country. 
Breakfasted at Bar-sur-Ornain, generally called 
Bar-le-Duc, The next place in point of rank, in 
the same department, is Ligny, with a collegiate 
church and « palace, belongitjg to the Counts of 
the same name. Passed through Void and St. 
Axxbin, the Ibrmer, apparently, a pleasant lively 
place, containing thret* thousand inhabitants ; 
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tlieiice, through TouJ, an ancient bishopric of 
Lorraine. The country was hilly and fertile, pro- 
ducing abundance of good and tolerably cheap wine. 

The following day I S|x;nt at Nancy, enjoy- 
ing the beauties of this Bath of France, and capi- 
tal of Lorraine. It is still a fine city, although 
dispossessed of its former priviliges and honoui's. 
The buildings in general are noble ; the Hotel de 
Ville superb ; the Council House, in the new 
square, very fine; and the regularity and cleanliness 
of the streets deserving of praise. The promenades 
are kept in good order, and every thing denotes 
that Nancy is a well-conducted and highly civilized 
city. I took the benefit of a warm bath in excel- 
lent style for one franc, and next morning de- 
parted, taking the road to Metz, and enjoyed one 
of those delightful walks which seldom fall to the 
lot even of a traveller, much less to those slaves of 
ease who get up but to go to rest, and live but to 
die. I’he I’oad stretched along the beautiful banks 
of the Meuse, winding through numerous valleys, 
IxJtwixt a succession of hills, whose summits as- 
sumed the form which sailor’s would term “table 
lands.” I crossed the river by a well-built mo- 
dern bridge, just at the point where the Meuse 
falls into the Moselle. The fertility and industry 
of this part of France are alike apparent : each 
side of lire river w as :i continuity of vineyard or 
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orchard, the river, wiijding round the forest-topt 
hills, branching out at intei*vals into several 
streams, and tlicn uniting in a sort of rapid. The 
numerous towns and villages, every where inter- 
spersed, it exhibited their influence on the scene, 
pouring out to their healthful occupations a thick 
population of I’ohust and cheerful labourers. 

On the last day’s march I fell in with one of 
Napoleon’s soldiers, who had had the misfortune 
of being for two years and a half immured in a 
Russian prison, if the wilds of Siberian Tartary 
possess any building which can merit such an ap- 
jxdlation. He ju’otcsted “ by his faith and respect 
for Napoleon;” and if I may judge from what I 
heard, I must suppose the expression spoke the 
sentiments of a large portion of the Bourbon sub- 
jects. His veracity was indeed (|uestionable, de- 
claring that he had been seven days without food, 
at Witepsk ; and, that out of five hundred and 
thirty Fi’enchmen confined in the same prison 
with himself, but twenty-three remained alive to 
tell the dreadful • tale. It took them, he said, 
eight months travelling to reach their destination 
at Tobolsk. 

He was, however, a lively and even a service- 
able companion, for u[x>n complaining of my feet 
becoming blistered, he communicated to me as 
a secret, a mode of cure which I have never found 
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to fail. It is simply to rub the feet at going to 
bed, with spirits mixed with tallow ch’oppetl from 
a lighted candle into the palm of the hand. On 
the following morning, no blisters will exist; 
the spii’it seems to possess the healing powei’, the 
tallow serving only to keep the skin soft and 
}>liant. The soles of the feet, the ancles, and in- 
steps, should be rubbed well ; and even where no 
blisters exist, the application may be usefully 
made as a preventive. Salt and water is a good 
substitute ; and while on this head, I would re- 
commend foot-travellers never to wear right and 
left shoes : it is bad economy, and indeed serves 
to cramp the feet ; and such I felt to be the case 
as I airived at Port-a-Marsan, a pretty town, 
with a good inn and better market. Thence, over 
a variously cultivated country, I reached the out- 
works of Metz, situate at the confluence of the 
Moselle and Seille, two rivers which are nearly 
carried round the city by the aid of canals, &c. 

Metz is a place of great importance and 
strength, and has frequently endured the horrors 
of a siege. It is the see of a bishop, wliosc cathe- 
dral, like that of Rouen, is secluded among the 
habitations of barbers, tailors, and col)blers ; like 
Rouen too, it is but a dirty place. The dwellings 
of the Israelites are restricted to a particular part 
of the city : I saw a few of them, with their long 
voi,. 1. c 
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beai’ds and blju^k cloaks, — a distinctive dress 
which they are (compelled to appear in. 

Next morning, witli the sound of the bugle, and 
at the opening of the gates, I resumed my march, 
having previously sent my knajjsack by the dili- 
gence to Frankfort. The day proved fine, which 
enabled me to reach Sarrebruck, five miles within 
the barrier of Germany. The scenery was wild 
and interesting. Many cultivated spots smile<l 
through the immense dark forests ; and even on 
the frontier line, the romantic view combined 
with the thought of entering a strange country, 
unknowing and unknown, and ignorant of its 
language, had nearly overpowered me, until the 
sight of a neat little public-house, brouglit me 
back again to Jolin Bull and his happy home. 
And although that part of the world may not 
bear a comi>arison with England, still the pictux’e 
had many points of resemblance. The country 
was highly cultivated, and inhabited in the manner 
of straggling farms ; and the country inn with its 
tap, and red-faced landlord, cheering fire, plenty 
of good beer, tobacco, a smoky room, with bois- 
terous guests, all in high dispute on politics, and 
keeping up Saturday night, were no bad em- 
blems of England, and, as such, truly acceptable 
to a cold dispirited traveller. 

After a walk of forty miles I supped with some 
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itinerant Jews, ilpon a genuine German repast, 
viz. milk soup, fricasseed veal, pancakes, roast 
joint, with a sausage, called in London, brawn. 
We had also our dessert, consisting of apples, 
pears, nuts, and good wine; and with such fare 
and such company, I was bound to feel happy. 
Previous to retiring, I could not help remarking 
the difference in the education of a German and 
a Frenchman. The frontiers are the very best 
places to observe it ; address a German, however 
poor or vulgar his condition, upon any subject, 
and his answer wiU prove that he has been at least 
partially educated. Accost a Fienchman in like 
manner, and you will have for answei’, “ Monsieur, 
cela je ne puis pas vous dire,” witli a shrug of the 
shoulders, which none but a Frenchman can ren- 
der equally expressive or lidiculous. Nor does 
the comparison stop here. The manners of the 
people, their diet, the economy and cleanliness of 
their houses, nay, the modesty of their females — 
in a w'ord, every thing that renders life agreeable, 
remind me forcibly, that I am not going to bed in 
Prance. 

I slept well, and after paying twenty francs for 
the indorsement of my passport, having neglected 
to bring the Prussian claw from Paris, I resumed 
my journey. Three leagues over an uncidtivated 
counti’y, I passed the remains of an old castle and 

c 2 
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mutilated tower, and entered upon a finer pro- 
spect, with the pretty little town of Homburg in 
the foreground, at the foot of a mountainous 
precipice. 

At Homburg, I enjoyed my pi])e and supper in 
company with my German landlord, whose extra- 
ordinary deference to my opinion Avas calculated 
to make me grow in favour with myself. My 
next destination Avas to Kaisers Lantern, over 
eight leagues of dreary and uninteresting country. 
SnoAV fell in considerable quantities, and eveiy 
thing assumed the most Avintry appearance, ex- 
cept that the cottages, and smoke, peeping through 
the woods, denoted that something like man Avas 
not distant. At Landshut I attended the Pro- 
testant church, in spite of the very noisy and bad 
singing, and the remains of Romish indulgences, 
as keeping open shops, playing at cards, &c. Re- 
sumed my journey over an unpleasant Avet road. 
The country appearing more cultivated, althougJi 
barren of population, induced me to ask who tilled 
the lands : I could only, however, conclude that a 
class of people, called Labradores in Spain, come 
here to earn, like the Irish in oim own country, a 
little money to enable them to go back to their 
homes. , 

Kaisers Lantern is a considerable town, Avith se- 
ven thousand inhabitants. It is Avell built, and so 



KAISKRS LAUTfillN. 21 

clean as to present somewhat of the appearance of 
an English Market, or Borough town. Its situation 
is agreeable, surrounded by high and cultivated 
lands. It is said to belong to the King of Bavaria 
at present; at least the public-house at which I 
put up for the night belonged to his Majesty. 
Mayence, I believe, belongs to the Duke of Hesse 
Cassel. Frankfort is a free city, and Pnissia is 
within a stone’s-throw, so that, in fact, it was 
difficult to know under whosg colours I was wan- 
dering. So much for the Acts of the great 
Vienna Congress, which have placed seven flags 
within the compass of two leagues. 

Bidding adieu, however, to Kaisers Lantern 
and politics, I passed the fertile and picturesque 
plain on which it stands, and, ascending a long 
and steep hill, entered on a close country covered 
with thick and impenetrable forests ; dined at 
Kirchen Boland, and reached Alzey late in the 
evening. The inhabitants were not remarkable 
for civility; for the landlord of the inn 1 first stop- 
ped at, actually turned me out, because I was no 
more than a foot-traveller. I judged it better to 
pocket the affront ; and, having purchased a small 
loaf of bread, I pushed on, fatigued, cold, and 
mortified, till I reached a cottage, whose adjoining 
l»arn furnished my night’s shelter, and I reposed 
with perfect content upon clean hay. Next moniing 
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I quitted my humble dwelling, and accompanied by 
innumerable carts, carriages, and Jews, proceeded 
towards Frankfort. I arrived at Mayeuce, stop- 
ping at the Imi>erial Hotel, near the Cathedral, 
and obtained rny first view of that city, which 
holds so high a rank in Germany. The privileges 
formerly apj)ertaining to it and its Archbishop, are 
gone on the same errand as jnany others, in con- 
sequence of the recent arrangements of the Con- 
gress of Sovereigns. 

The Rhine here assumes a magnificent appear- 
ance, about the same width as the Thames at West- 
minster, and is crossed by a bridge formed of fifty- 
two boats, six hundred and thirty paces in length. 
Passing through a small fortified place opposite to 
the city, I pursued the road to Frankfort ; and, 
after walking over an elevated and romantic coun- 
try (whose general sceneiy reminded me of the 
Sierras of Placentia, viewed from the high road 
between Badajos and Madrid, heightened as the 
comparison is by the stiiking similarity of the pro- 
ductions), I was at length gratified with entering 
the free and independent city of Frankfort. 

The appi'oach is very pleasing, amidst oi’chiirds, 
gardens, and vineyards; and one of those small, 
but beautiful towns, Ijelonging to the opulent mer- 
chants, is contiguous to the city. The houses are 
all on an extensive scale; the architecture is good. 
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and the material generally free-stone. Another 
range of stately edifices, now converted into ma- 
nufactories, and buildings of every imaginable size 
and decoration, from the stately mansion to the 
comfortable residence, down even to the neat cot- 
tage and the miserable cabin; all are here seen 
promiscuously thrown together, and liberty seems 
to wave her triiunphant banner over them. 

I put up at the Wine-Bush, a stately hotel, of 
which a Mr. Mohr was landlord, and whose bro- 
ther had kept a tavern in England for twenty-eight 
years; but, in consequence of some information 
lodged against him at the Alien Office, he had been 
compelled to quit, with an English wife and six 
children, to seek an asylum in his brother’s hotel. 

Frankfort, as a city, is too well known, and its 
fair too celebrated, to need description here. It 
was fonnerly a fortified place, but the walls have 
been entirely demolished, and indeed their ruins 
are the best protection it can have. A young 
Livonian Baron, whom I met at the ordinary, 
gave me letters of recommendation to the frontiers 
of Siberia, and I departed. 

The month of March brought with it much 
snow, and made my walk to Hanau a dreary one. 
Next day, passing over a low, flat, and uninterest- 
ing country, I reached Schlucten. The road was 
in a dreadful state, and my feet ecpially so. I 
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took temporary refuge in a small inn, whence I 
wa.s. soon driven by the rudeness of a sot. This 
feilovv had even the audacity to follow me to an- 
other; but here bis chai’acter was well known, and 
the opijortune appearance of his wife, and her very 
free and dexterous use of a good cudgel, together 
with the remonstrance of the landlord, for a time 
rid me of his impertinence. Finding, however, a 
strong backer in his faithful dog, who would not 
permit any interference between man and wife, he 
again seated himself, and I set out once more in 
quest of a night’s quarters. 

Fuld, a beautiful little city, with a handsome 
cathedral, some colleges, two squares, many fine 
public and private buildings, and wcU-regulated 
promenades, was, after Nancy, the pleasantest 
place I had seen on my journey. I arrived very 
late and much fatigued, having been induced to 
go so far by my companions, a wandering tailor, a 
regenerator of kettles, and an Italian cage-maker. 
Our community of fare enabled me to reduce my 
expenses one-half, a measure not wholly unneces- 
sary from the state of my purse. A niiserable 
barn was our only shelter, which it may be suj)- 
posed I quitted as soon as possible, for Berka, as- 
cending a steej) hill knee-deep in snow. The task 
was difficult, nor did I arrive till noon. The view 
From the top of the hills whicli overhang Berka 
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was extensive, but desolate; hill, dale, and valley 
covered with snow, and nothing but the steeples 
of churches and the smoking chimneys to relieve 
the scene, till, late in the evening, I reached Sax 
Gotha. It appeared a handsome city, with many 
fine edifices. 

Erfurth, where I arrived at noon next day, lies 
in a deep valley, and is well fortified. The coun- 
try round it is tolerably cultivated, and better peo- 
pled. It is remarkable as the place where the 
allied sovereigns met upon a raft to adjust mea- 
sures for their relative aggrandizements. Here I 
saw, for the first time, bad black l)read ; and here, 
also, a sight that richly compensated the other, 
viz. the first ray of the sun since I had left Paris. 
At Weimar I first met with sledges. Hence, in 
disobedience to the injunctions of the police at 
Erfurth, to wait upon the Ilussian Minister Pleni- 
potentiary, I set forward to Naumburg. The road 
was as wretched as the scenery delightful ; lying 
through fertile valleys, studded with villages in all 
the varieties of pictures(iue situation ; the dark 
lofty oaks, shadowing the pure surface of the snow, 
contrasting with the beauty of the close green fir. 
I could gain no reception into any house at Naum- 
burg but that of a i)oor shotnnaker, which 1 did 
at the price of a glass of schnaps ; for a second 
glass he mended my shoes and gaiters, and pro- 
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voided me with a tmss of straw, on which I slept 
soundly. 

Next day, accompanied by a Jew, I reached 
Leipsic, passing through Lutzen. The misery and 
bairenness of the scene fairly vie with the celebrity 
of its name. Four ti’ees were pointed out to me 
as the spot at which the Ex-Emperor commenced 
his flight. Lutzen formerly belonged to. Saxony, 
but is now attached to Prussia ; a sad change fljr 
the poor inhabitants, who compluin bitterly of the 
exactions enforced by their new master. Nothing 
in the scene of Lutzen denotes the proximity of 
so celebrated a capital and court as Leipsic; 
which, in my judgment, will bear no comparison 
with Frankfort, except in size. I walked round 
this city the following day ; but as I have nothing 
good to say of it, I will at least abstain from de- 
preciating it. 

I’ra veiling over a low country, and by a bad 
road, I reached the large, dirty, and scattered town 
of Dueben, the first in Prussia Proper, and stand- 
ing on the banks of the Salle. My reception was 
uncivil, if not inhuman. My passport demanded, 
myself interrogated by a set of whiskered ruffians, 
obliged to move from- one guard to another, the 
object of sarcasm and official tyranny, I wanted no 
inducement, fatigued as I was, to proceed on my 
journey ; but even this was not permitted me. A 
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large public room full of military rubbish, and two 
long benches seiwing as chairs to an equally long 
table, were the place and furniture allotted me. 
I asked the landlord for supper ; he laughed at 
me ; — and to ray demand of a bed, grinningly 
lX)inted to the floor, and refused me even a por- 
tion of the straw which had been brought in for 
the soldiers. Of all the dieraons that have ever 
existed or been imagined in human shai)e, I 
thouglit the landlord of the inn the blackest. The 
figure of Gil Perez occurred to me, but it sunk in 
the comparison with the wretch then before me, 
for ill-nature and personal hideousness. His face 
half covered wdth a bhick beard and large bristly 
whiskers, his stature l>elow the common ; his head 
sunk between his slioulders, to make room for the 
protuberance of his back ; his eyes biuied in the 
ragged locks of his lank grisly hair ; — add to this 
a club-foot, and a voice wliich, on every attem})t 
of speech, was like the shi'ieking of a screech-owl, 
and you have some faint idea of this mockery of 
a man. For some time he strutted about wrapped 
up with furs, which ill concealed the ragged testi- 
monials of his wretched jioverty, and taking im- 
mense quantities of snuff. The oaf at length de- 
liberately opened a large box, and, placing in it a 
piUow and some straw, wrapped a blanket round 
him, and committed his person to this rude but 
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novel species of l)ed, shutting the lid half way 
down with a piet:e of wood apparently kept for 
that piiri>ose. I confess, my indignation was so 
strongly excited, that had materials been at hand, 
I had tlie strongest inclination to nail the monster 
down in his den. My feelings resolved into a de- 
termination to run all risks for an escape; and ac- 
cordingly, getting out at the window in the middle 
of tfie night, I took the road to Wittenberg, where 
I arrived at eight o’clock in the morning, after 
travelling over fifteen miles of sandy common, hav- 
ing previously crossed the Elbe by a large wooden 
bridge. The river is formidable, and the city for- 
tified. Every step of the latter part of this jour- 
ney stamps on my mind the recollection of the 
mild character of the Saxon, compared with that 
of the I'uffian Prussian. From Wittenberg to 
Treuenln’izen is a good road, but a few villages 
and a forest of firs constitute all that is visible, 
except a large dirty market-town, which, however, 
provided .me with clean straw, and consequently 
with a good bed. 

Being now arrived in the land of turnpikes, 
where good roads and post-houses never fail, I 
starte<l for Potsdam, distant thirty miles, and ar- 
rived in the early part of the evening. A flat 
country, sterile and almost deserted, save by the 
sandy i)ine, pi’esents little to denote the approach 
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to this roifal retreat. Witlx infinite difficulty I ob- 
tained admittance to a liousc, content to purchase 
black bread for my supper, and the use of a bench 
for my Ixed. Of Potsdam, I can only say tlxat tixe 
appearance is handsome, the royal edifices exten- 
sive, and many private ones magnificent ; but so 
great an air of melancholy jxxrvades the place, that 
it seems a fitter residence for the dead than the 
living — I had the less regret at bidding it adieu. 

A fine avenue of trees, and a good road, con- 
ducted me to Bei'lin ; nor could the feitile imagina- 
tion of a Humboldt discover aught else to denote 
the approach to the capital of his own country. 
For myself, I perambulated the streets nearly the 
whole of tbe night, in search of a lodging, and was 
at last compelled to sleep on a bench in the Pi‘o- 
menade. Next morning, I waited upon his Excel- 
lency Mr. Rose, the British Minister, Avhom I found 
fiilly aware of the character of Berlin, and its in- 
habitants. He was so good as to send one of his 
coachmen Avith me, and through so poAverful an in- 
tei’ference I did at length get a comfortable unfur- 
nished room in the capital of Prusaia. It should, 
however, be obseiwed, that the Minister had offered 
me a room in his hotel, Avhich my own indeixendent 
plan, joined to a fear of incommoding his Excel- 
lency, induced me to decline. 

During my stay in Berlin, I had the honour of 
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an invitation to a gi*and dinner given to the mi- 
nister of Prussia and the foreign ambassadors, at 
which princes, counts, *and dignitaries, down even 
to the pedestrian traveller, were present. The 
dinner and wines were considered the best and 
choicest ; but I would have preferred a plain joint 
and vegetables to all their unmeaning nothings, of 
made dishes, puffed cakes, et cetera. His Excel- 
lency asked me why I did not eat ; I replied, I 
had seen notliing to partake of, at least nothing 
to satisfy a hungry traveller : his Excellency par- 
doned ray honest boldness, and sent down a cold 
roast turkey and ham. Of these I had no diffi- 
culty in making a good dinner, and felt sensibly 
his Excellency’s kind consideration. His Excel- 
lency, the Russian ambassador, had the goodness 
to present me with blank passports for whatever 
route I might prefer : an attention on his part, be- 
coming the representative of his illustrious master. 
The young prince Labanoff Avas also of the party, 
whom I gratefully particularize as the kind faci- 
litator of my journey to St. Petersburgh. 

Berlin is seated on the Spree, which runs 
through various angles of the city. Many parts 
of it are handsomely built, especially what may be 
termed the court end ; but every building, from 
the palace to the meanest hut, is built of brick, 
plastered over. In short, Berlin is all show— -a 
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forced place, having little commerce, and less 
content : no smiling faces, no mediocrity, that 
happiest of all conditions. Berlin contains nothing 
but the most hardened military despots, and is, 
in short, a mere Court ; though it contains two 
hundred thousand inhabitants. I saw no modes 
of gaining a livelihood, or even of passing time 
honestly. Billiards, cards and dice, succeed to 
the spectacle of the parade, and the streets pre- 
sent nothing but sentinels on guard. 

Though a pedestrian, 1 was the first beai’er of 
the information of the Duke de Berri’s death, a 
full month’s post being due at Berlin, owing to 
the immense quantity of snow. 
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Angermumle — Stettin — Corbcn — Cosben — Romini — Zanow 
— Sclilitws — Lancnbnrg — Ncustatlt — Dantzic — Konnigs- 
berg — Curisch Haff — Mcinol — Prolangini — Mittau — Riga 
— Dorpat — N ar va — Ya in berg — K ipenc — St. Petersburg. 

Thf. road from Berlin to Stettin is over a bleak 
and uncultivated country, where neither wood nor 
water, and but few people, are to be met with. 
The first niglit I put up at an old town, called 
Bernau, which threatens every day- to fall on the 
heads of its inhabitants. Next day I reached An- 
germunde, having previously passed through Neu- 
stadt, where I had tlie cotnfort of dining upon 
jxtrk, pease-pudding, and good beer. On the 
road are many small villages, inhabited by wood- 
cutters, which afforded strong proof of the high 
state of perfection to which the training of dogs 
may be brought, each of those animals drawing a 
considerable load of billet-wood. 

In Angermunde, which is a considerable town, 
with a large inn, I found no improvement in the 
Prussian character. I had stopped in the forenoon 
for refreshment at a little public-house, where a 
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carriage had previously halted ; and, entering the 
tap, demanded some beer, bread, and cheese. 
The owner of the carriage was partaking of the 
same fare — good white bread and a bottle of 
ale. Wliile I was enjoying, in hope, my compa- 
nionship in these delicacies, the landlord set down 
before me certainly the woi’st bread and dirtiest 
beer I had ever seen. On my requesting to be 
phiced on the same footing, he simply replied that 
those already before me were far too good, and 
that if I did not eat them I might go without ; 
and, suiting the word to the sentiment, he imme- 
diately carried them away. Nor could anything 
induce the brute either to return these or sell me 
better, until my considerate fellow-traveller called, 
as for himself, for a fresh loaf and bottle of ale, 
and, presenting them to me, expressed his regret 
that I should have been so insulted in the neces- 
sitous condition in which I appeai’cd. I accepted 
his kind offer, and then discovered that he was 
not a Prussian but a Pole. 

I departed with the intention of reaching Stet- 
tin that night. The road was lined with horse- 
patrol, ostensibly to prevent smuggling; but, in 
reality, to examine travellers and their pai)ers. 
At five in the evening, I came in sight of the 
ocean, and, in the midst of much fatigue, felt re- 
freshed by the reflection that I was nearing a sea- 
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port. I passed the drawbridge at half-past eight, 
just in time to i)revent Ijeing locked out — a cir- 
cumstance of near concernment to me, after forty 
miles of heavy and dreaiy walking. 

Stettin played me the same trick as Berlin. I 
in vain demanded a niglit’s lodging at three differ- 
ent houses, though I had previously ordered and 
eaten of as many suppers, for that express induce- 
ment. I then retreated to the wharf, cold and 
snowy as it was, when chance threw me in the 
way of a brother-tar ; with generous humanity, 
he roused me from the ground, on which I was 
lying ; nor did he leave me until, at i)ast mid- 
night, he had succeeded in inducing the landlord 
of the Copenhagen Inn, to receive me, on condi- 
tion that my passport shoidd be deposited in his 
hands, as a security. A bed was provided me, 
and I soon drowned in sleep the memory of the 
country I was in, and the cares and fatigues I had 
undergone in reaching it. 

Next morning I arose refreshed, and, in com- 
pany of an honest Swede, waited upon his Excel- 
lency, Mr. Lutzen, the British Consul, to whom I 
presented a recommendatory note from Mr. Bose, 
who had given that very Mr. L. his situation. The 
reception I met with was barely decent at the time, 
and on the following day an invitation was trans- 
mitted to “ the English Gentleman,” to dine, at 
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Ins country seat. I confess I could not but regret 
that no EngUshman should be found better quali- 
fied to do justice to my countrymen. 

Stettin, on the left bank of the Oder, is a strong 
and commaruling position. Many opulent and re- 
spectable merchants reside in it, who carry on an 
advantageous trade during the early part of the 
summer. No vessel of considerable burthen can 
I’cach the city : they are loaded thirty miles to the 
northward, at a place called Swdnnerman, between 
which and Stettin is a large lake, at this season an 
entire sheet of ice. The town is said to contain 
twenty-two thousand inhabitants. It is the resi- 
dence, or rather the lunatic asylum, of the dowager 
Princess, mother of the late Duchess of York. Her 
Highness is well tretitcd, having also the us<3 of a 
country residence. 

Having refused Mr. Liitzen's hospitality, I took 
the road to Dantzic, over pasture land, and reached 
Golnow, a laige scattered town, with a good inn 
and civil landlord. A fair had been held for the 
last three days, and much bustle still prevailed ; 
after a comfortable refreshment I set forwai'd, and 
reached Newgard and Pinnow the following day, 
amid snow, wind, and rain. Corben and Cosben, 
two miserable places, in a swampy situation, next 
brought me up, having several times missed niy 
road, and sometimes with but little hope of re- 
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covering it. One of these instances occurred, in 
an attempt to cross a frozen lake. Fortunately 
the water was not so deep as to prevent niy 
reaching the opposite .shore. I then detennined 
to steer one course, till I made a land fall, wliich 
I was enabled to do, by keeping right before the 
wind. It was now three o’clock, when a person 
whom I met informed me I had come but sixteen 
miles instead of thirty ; — took a fresh departure, 
with good advice, and at last did well. Thus 
much for quitting the high road to make a short 
cut, which a pedestrian should never do, except 
under a certainty of being right. 

A post-house called Rornini, with a good civil 
landlord, better wife, and seven well-behaved chil- 
dren, made me welcome, dried my clothes, and 
gave me a glass of schna])s to keej) me warm; 
while a good supper of beef and potatoes was pre- 
paring for me. Cold, wet, weary, and half fa- 
mished, I had entered the benevolent post-house; 
but one short hour restored me to life and good 
humour, and ultimately to the enjoyment of a 
clean bed, made on the spot for my accommoda- 
tion, by filling a tick with hay, and sewing it up 
again. Happy, contented, though impoverished 
family, would to Heaven that benevolence like 
yours had more numerous followers among man- 
kind ! The whole property of this family could 
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not have been worth ten pounds. I Imd arrived in 
a most miserable plight, the heavy and fretpient 
rains having dilapidated my appai’el, which, even 
in good weather, was not calculated to last long. 
My cap I had lost in the icy swamp, and, in 
defaiUt, my head was l)ound up with a piece of 
red flannel. My trowsers were literally torn to 
tatters : my shoes tied to my feet, to prevent their 
falling off : my shirt, except a flannel one, and 
waistcoat, both superseded by my outer jacket. 
All I had retained was sound health and a con- 
tented mind, and I wanted no more ; — for this ge- 
nerous family had, during the night, put my entire 
wardrobe to rights ; and I departed the following 
morning witli sound clothing, and reflections of 
heartfelt gratitude to have met with the beneficial 
exercise of such (jualities in a quarter of the 
world whei’e I had so little reason to ex{)ect them. 

Over an execrable road, sandy heath, and in 
cheerless wintry weather, I resumed my route, and 
reached Zanow, on the banks of the little river Cos- 
lin. Here again I found a lodging in a cobbler’s 
stall (it could scarcely be termed a room, being 
about nine feet square.) An old bedstead and straw 
mattress served for him and his grandson in one 
corner ; in thje second, was a fire-place, but no fire; 
in the third, a cuj)board, with an empty glass and 
two or three broken plates; and in the fourth, a 
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board for his journeymen to work upon, when he 
has business to employ them, which now seiwed 
for my bed-pjace. In this state I passed the 
night, charmed with the contentment of old Cris- 
pin, whose whole hapjuness seemed wrapped up in 
the future welfare of his grandson. I was j)ro- 
vided with some straw and a horse rug, which, 
however they might assimilate me to the inhabi- 
tants of a stable, were truly acceptable ; for the 
night was coldj and the windows, which trans- 
mitted tlie light only through oiled paj)er, could 
not prevent the sensible intrusion of the cold air. 

Next morning, in spite of the obstacle of a 
sprained ankle, I pushed on towards Schlaws; 
where I was taken before the magistrates, to an- 
swer the offence of smoking in the streets. My 
ignorance of the law, and my very palpable po- 
verty, alone saved me from a fine. In the even- 
ing I reached Skolpe, over thirty-five miles of bad 
road. The police supplied me with quarters at 
the guard-house ; a circumstance rendered almost 
necessary to me, from the unaccountable but ma- 
nifest ill-will of the women towards me. The 
ill-fated Ledyard, had he been situated as I have 
often been, would have allowed exceptions to his 
beautiful encomium upon the benevolence of the 
fair sex. But Ledyard’s fortune in this respect 
was better, and he was justified, by his own 



I.AUENBXJRG-— NEUSTADT. 39 

experience, in espousing the cause of the whole 
sex. 

At the guai’d-house I entertained the }3eoj)le 
with the history of iny travels, p.ast, present, aiKl 
to come, and so greatly were they interested by 
the recital that they actually strove to lay me un- 
der a promise of not going beyond St. Petersburg. 
They urged upon me their own habits .and feel- 
ings so strongly indicative of contentment, and 
even proposed to me to take a farm among them ; 
but, from many reasons, I felt little disposed to 
adopt the suggestion. 

Lauenburg next day became my halting-place, 
after twenty-seven miles march ; the country be- 
coming better cidtivated and more peopled than 
of late. I endured much from the bad condition 
of my shoes, which the variations of weather made 
alteniately like sponge and hora. I repaired the 
mischief Jis well as possible with spirits and tallow, 
the only resource I had, for my tinances were not 
in a condition to allow me a new pair. I reached 
Neustadt (eighteen miles), almost sinking under 
pain and fatigue. From hence the country as- 
sumes a very picturesque appearance : it bears, 
however, a desperately bad name from the bands 
of robbers that infest it. For myself, I was so far 
from apprehension on this point, that I laid my 
account with having my necessities mitigated by 
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their means. The iieople, however, were civil 
and obliging. 

I now started for Dantzic, distant about thirty- 
three miles : at al)out the tenth I was overtaken 
by the post-cojich, and bargained for a conveyance 
for thi'ee francs. This wretched vehicle, which 
does not merit the name even of a waggon, pro- 
fesses to accommodate nine passengers. It has 
three benches — the two back ones looking toward 
the front, the centre bench without a back *• be- 
yond the liindermost seat is the depository of the 
baggage, amounting to about one-thml of the 
whole machine. It goes upon four wheels, each 
moving on a strong axle-tree, and is without any 
sort of spring whatever. The tout ensemble is 
probably more like a show-cart than any thing 
else. 

Of its mortal contents, two were well-dressed 
young men, connected witli the commerce of 
Dantzic: a young nobleman about to join his 
regiment, to perform his regulated quota of a 
yearis service : two dashing females, setting their 
caps at the two merchants — (these were bound to 
Dantzic or Konigsberg, to open the season as the 
ice breaks up and ships arrive, then to return to 
Berlin, under the auspices of Madam B.) : a ser- 
geant of the royal guard, having the charge of a 
priest, either bani.shed or under arrest, for what 
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offence I could not learn ; ■ they both appeared 
decent well-behaved men. The eighth was a 
young Saxon Jew, from Leipsic, bound to Riga 
and St. Petersburg. His person was rendered re- 
markable by his long white soft flaxen hair, and 
white eyelashes and eyebrows. He seemed about 
twenty, not deficient in common sense, although 
the company were much inclined to make him 
their butt. In this vehicle and this society I 
reached Dantzic, — to }ny no small satisfaction : 
for surely no pretence of a conveyance ever yet 
put forth by man can l)e comi)ared with a Pnis- 
sian post-coach. Just fifteen hours were consumed 
in going thirty-two miles. 

The following morning I paid my respects to 
Mr. Gibson, the British consul, who received me 
with bis well-known cordijility and friendshi]). I 
dined with him ; the intervening time being em- 
ployed in walking about the city as much as the 
afflicted state of my feet would allow. 

Dantzic is so well-known a {dace, that I shall 
not enter on any description of it here. It was 
formerly a free city. Its immense fortifications, 
which I'equire an army of thirty thousand men to 
defend them, and the numerous sieges it has un- 
dergone, have given it a high and deserved repu- 
tation. Its present population is forty-five tliou- 
sand, all now in allegiance to the king of Prussia. 
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Though several inducements were hdd out to 
me to remain here, I stayed only long enough to 
view a painting in the Exchange, which is de- 
serving of notice, and another with a fine piece of 
sculpture in the Cathedi'al. In the first a boat is 
represented in the act of crossing the river Styx ; 
and several persons, at that time residents of 
Dantzic, are pourtrayed as the passengers, the 
burgomaster and his daughter Ijeing particularly 
conspicuous. Tlie story, however, says, that the 
natural anger of the parties thus liljelled was ap- 
peased by the painter’s consenting to add his own 
portrait to those already in the boat. The pic- 
ture was then hung up in the Exchange ; but the 
crafty artist contriving to gain admittance during 
the night, added to the figures that of an angel 
with a boat-hook stopping the boat, prestimably 
in consequence of the painter’s l>eing in it. The 
burgomastgr could not disguise his vexation, 
though the offence was thus neutralized ; but the 
picture was suffered to remain. 

The other painting, for which the Emperor 
Alexander is said to have offered twenty-five 
thousand guineas [query, roubles ?] is a represen- 
tation of the Last Day. It is said to be one of 
the most ancient as well as finest specimens ex- 
tant, and is the property of the city, who cannot 
alienate it. The stnilpture, by Michael Angelo, 
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of the Crucifixion, is said to have been done from 
the observations of real suffering, the artist having 
crucified and stabbed a boy expressly for that 
purpose. 

With a strong pair of English shoes, the pre- 
sent of my friend Mr. Marshal, I departed, passing 
the range of fortified hills on the right, and the 
port of Dant?5ic with its shipping on the left. I 
now entered on a well-cultivated countiy, passed 
the neat little town of Dnishaw, crossing the 
Vistula by a well-managed ferry. Thence to 
Marienberg, so celebrated for its castle, Avhich I 
had no opportunity of seeing, as it was at that 
time undergoing repair. The following day I 
reached Elbing, over twenty miles of low culti- 
vated country. It appeared a pretty town, hav- 
ing a good export trade by vessels, which, though 
at fifty miles distance from the sea, come up even 
to the city walls. The third day I reached 
Konigsberg (thirty-five miles) exceedingly tired. 
Although a walled, it is not a fortified city ; but 
contains sixty thousand inhabitants, and is cer- 
tainly the second city in Prussia. The trade is 
considerable, though checked by the shallo^vness 
of the navigation, which obliges vessels of bur- 
then to load and unload their cargoes at Pillau. 
The privileges granted it by the present Sove- 
reign have, however, in some considerable degree, 
lightened the inconvenience. 
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My journey to Meincl was over a cultivated 
country, until I got to the Curiscli Haft', which I 
reached with some difficulty, having several times 
lost my way, and generally by misdirections. Af- 
ter a direct progress of only ten miles, an old 
woman (now, Ledyard, thou art right !) took pity 
upon me, and I passed the night comfortably un- 
der her roof. A good fish supper, with a drop of 
my landlady’s cordial, so exhilarated me as to in- 
duce me to join a groupe of dancers, who were 
thus commemorating Good-Friday, as well as 
celebrating a marriage, which had taken place that 
day, between a young fisherman and the “ maid 
of the inn.” I had the honour of waltzing with 
the bride, a fine buxom girl of nineteen. 

I hesitated a little, next morning, upon the ad- 
vice of an old sailor, to stop at the village till the 
HafF broke up, when I might get a passage to 
Memel, by water, free. The old tar had offered 
to find me in provisions, for the consideration of 
my assistance, in the mean time, in hauling the 
net. Perhaps, under circiimstances, I might have 
acceded, if I could have relied on the security ; 
but fearing this, I resolved to attempt the crossing 
of the Haft* towards Krantz. I -was, however, at 
the risk of my life, comitelled to return, and only 
late at night reached a large fishing-village, called 
Jackaw. From thence, next day, along a sandy 
licach, with a sun which, even in this season and 
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climate, enabled me to light my pipe by my spec- 
tacles, I got to a neat jwst-honse at Nidden, situ- 
ated in the midst of sand-hills. 

A young recruit Ijound to Memel, had been my 
companion the previous day. In the evening a 
few fishermen, also going to Memel, offered us a 
passage in their boat; rny companion consented 
on the instant, and, late and cold as it was, we 
embarked. The wind was fair, and we had but 
thirty-five miles to go. The crew consisted of two 
men and a woman, all three of whom laboured at 
the oar until midnight, when, having passed the 
village of Swatsash, the boat encountered the ice, 
at a narrow part of tlie Flaff, and in the severity 
of the frost, and the extreme darkness, wo became 
completely blocked up. 

In this exigency, to give more room, the young 
recniit and I were obliged to quit. He, poor fel- 
low ! had been enjoying a sound sleep, wrapped 
up in great-coats ; to him, therefore, this reverse 
seemed severer than to me. F'or myself, I felt 
aware of the impropriety of resuming our journey 
at that hour, hungry and fatigued as we were. 
But what was to be done ? Return I woidd not, 
although a village was within two miles of us ; yet 
to proceed was impossible, from our ignorance of 
the way, and the darkness of the night. We 
were also quite destitute of bread, tobacco, or 
schnaps, and my knapsack was in charge of the 
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yoUng Saxon, who had agreed to take it to 
Memel for me. — I felt as if completely undone. 
Putting, however, a good face upon it, I took 
off my shoes, hat, and jacket, and taking a spare 
flannel Avaistcoat and drawers, which I had fortu- 
nately retained in a bundle with a dry pair of 
Avorsted stockings, with this I made myself a bed, 
putting my feet into my hat, and pointing them 
towards the wind, and rny shoes under my head 
for a pillow : then lying down and draAving my 
jacket over my shoulders, I slept very soundly ; 
although, upon awaking next morning I was both 
Avet and stiff ; but after taking some strong exer- 
cise backwards and forwards, I recovered the AAse 
of my limbs and my health. 

The recruit had not slepf at all, but lay be- 
moaning his hard fate, which indeed Avas suffici- 
ently severe ; his tight pantaloons, military boots, 
and tighter coat, exposing him much more than 
myself to the inclemency of the weather. As he 
was too obstinate to take my advice, or follow my 
example, all I could do was to pity liim, and rouse 
him to take some violent exercise. This in some 
degree recovered him, and Ave moved on towards 
Memel, crossing the isthmus, and following the 
northern path. By seven in the morning Ave 
reached a tavern on the summit of a hill, Avhich 
overlooks the city, and here I Avas obliged to leave 
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him, in a state of fever. Upon my gaining the 
beach, it appeared doubtful whether the ferry-boat 
coidd attempt the passage, or not, there being a 
heavy gale, and the ice driving with great velo- 
city ; I however persevered, and was safely landed 
in Memel, in time to partake of a good dinner at 
the Sun Inn. 

Memel is a highly respectable, convenient, com- 
mercial town. The harbour is small and secure. 
A good theati'c, large cliurdi, public hospital, and 
a palace, are its princii)al buildings. Its trade 
woidd be much moi’e considerable, were it not for 
the monopolies and privileges granted to its rival 
Konigsberg. Its exports and imports (the same 
commodities as in other Prussian towns) are 
mostly in the hands of Polish Jews, the merchants 
having little cordiality with each other. The 
contraband trade with Russia w as formerly con- 
siderable, but heav^y losses and heavier punish- 
ments seem to have subdued this spirit of specida- 
tion. I received great marks of kindness from its 
inhabirimts, who even expostulated with me on 
my seemingly unhappy mode of life. If hai)piness, 
however, be the one pimsuit in this w'orld, it may 
admit of question, whether a traveller does not 
attain a greater portion of it than most others — • 
certainly more than those who languish on the 
lap of ease, and w'ho, in one shape or other, feel 
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the tortures of anxiety, though surrounded by all 
the luxuries which affluence can procure. . 

The Saxon having arrived with my knapsack, 
I departed, in company with a real friend in the 
person of Mr. Robson, who kindly gave me a seat 
in his carriage as far as our road lay together. At 
thirteen versts we reached the frontier, at a small 
Russian town called Polangen. A police office, 
guard-house, and custom-house are established 
here. Our passports were backed for a silver rou- 
ble, and the same sum saved our baggage from a 
rude and useless search. The manifest advantage 
to the traveller in the regulations on the frontier, 
no less than the presence of Cossacks, served 
to remind me that I had entered the Russian 
empire. 

T'hc road to Licbau is generally thi ough a sandy 
forest of pines, the trees of which were tom up by 
the roots or bent double, liy the effects of late 
gales, rendering the road difficult to pass. Prom 
Liebau we continued our route with post horses 
harnessed in a teelega, a vehicle peculiar to Rus- 
sia, and which certainly may remain so, being con- 
stnicted on a model from which no other nations 
would desire to copy. It is sufficiently easy of de- 
scription, being in short just the shape of a baker’s ’ 
trough, with open railings for the sides. It is long- 
enough to lounge or even lie down in, and, filled. 
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as it is generally, with hay, is reallj' no very un- 
pleasant vehicle ; the absence of springs being in 
some measure counterbalanced liy the breadth of 
the axle-trees and the smallness of the wheeLs ; 
xvhich, while it lessens the chance of overturning, 
renders the danger, in such iin event, less unmi- 
nent. Our route to Mittau xvas performed agree- 
ably, and my friend did the honours as became 
one in his situation in life. The scenery was not 
devoid of interest, the country Ixeing well culti- 
vated and tolerably wooded, though straggbngly 
inhabited. 

Mittau, the ancient capital of Comiand, has not 
much apt)earance of a city, though it seems to 
have been well built. The royal or rather impe- 
rial palaces are extensive ranges of building con- 
verted to one use, all still in an unfinished state. 
We were detained some time by the ice in the 
river Aa, and nothing but an extra rouble could 
have passed us across. AVe had then to walk 
three miles to reach the jiost-house : here my 
friend, whose weight did not admit of his moving 
with the same velocity or ease as mj'^selfi xvas 
knocked up, and we halted lor the night, receiving 
every civibty and attention. 

The banks of the Dwina and the city of lUga 
hove in sight the next day, and we reached the 
latter at noon. The history and descrii>t,ioi! oi 
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this ancient city are well known. The emperor 
appears much attached to it, and has honoured 
the British consul, a gentleman and merchant 
esteemed and resj>ected by all classes, with parti- 
cular marks of his consideration; having even 
condescended to accept apartments in liis beauti- 
ful mansion. During the late invasion by Napo- 
leon, the suburbs were burnt by order of the 
governor, on what authority I know not ; but he 
preferred suicide to the survival of his honour, or 
the result of a court-martial. New edifices are 
now erecting on the site of the old suburbs, which 
bid fair to become the most beautiful part of 
the city. A magnificent view of the city, with 
the sunx)unding country highly cultivated, is 
commanded from the top of the Livonian steeple, 
three hundred feet high. Quitting Riga, still in 
company with Mr. Robson, I continued in the 
same easy carriage, and over the same execrable 
sandy road, to Woolmar ; the country thinly peo- 
pled and less cultivated. Here, to my extreme 
regret, and with a deep impression of his kindness, 
fiiend and I parted, our routes lying at right 
angles. I was now for the first time alone in 
Russia, and ray reflections on the circumstance 
were rather of a melancholy cast. At Stackeln I 
overtook the St. Petersburg waggon, but its pace 
was too slow to induce my joining company; 
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otherwise I would gladly have availed myself of 
it both for guidance and protection. I therefore 
pushed on, and soon reached the considerable 
village of Gulben ; and next day at Udin, I first 
trod Russian snow, proving that I had travelled 
faster than the seasons, as, though winter had 
passed me in the middle, I found it still lingering 
in the northern boundary of Europe. 

The inhabitants hitherto appear civil and less 
phlegmatic than the Germans ; although an ex- 
ception to this character had the knavery to make 
off with a pipe, a ijound of tobacco, and the pair 
of shoes which I had received from Mr. Marshal. 
Such things once lost, there is but little hope of 
their recovery ; I therefore made no complaint. 
Reached Dorpat considerably fatigued, having 
walked forty miles from 1’eylitz. Upon my ar- 
rival it bt^an to rain hard. I procured with diffi- 
culty a lodging in the entrance of a tallow-chand- 
ler’s shop, at least such I judged it from the na- 
ture of its effluvia. 

Dorpat is a beautiful little city, with a univer- 
sity ; and bids fair, for its regularity and cleanli- 
ness, to vie with Nancy in France. It stands 
upon the right bank of the Ember. Handsoipe 
edifices, with an imperial palace; wide, clean, and 
regular streets ; a beautiful stone bridge, in a pic- 
turesque and fertile country, with its local situa- 
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tion between two lakes. besj>eak its important 
rank, independently of its antiquity. 

On the following day I reached Nennal. I ob- 
served on iny route none but ugly women and 
long-bearded men, a sterile country, — and yet to 
me a costly one, for I was obliged to pay a silver 
rouble for a colfee-breakfast, — a charge I shall 
take care never to incur again, as not suiting the 
state of my finances. In spite of the approach of 
spring, the weather seemed to increase in cold- 
ness, and some snow fell; but my anxiety induced 
me to push for Narva, where I arrived in time to 
breakfast ; — the road relieved only with imperial 
post-houses. 

Narva, a considerable town, and the first in the 
government of St. Petersburg, possesses massive 
remains of an ancient fortress, built by Ivan Vas- 
silich the Great, overhanging the perpendicular 
banks of the Narova. It carries too much of a 
military air for me to particularise. 

When on the point of lesipning my journey, I 
was accosted by a black gentleman, who, as he in- 
formed me, was a resident and retiied merchant 
of St. Petersburg. Understanding that I was a 
foreigner, he entered into many inquiries with me, 
of my rank, country, the oliject of my travels, and 
my reason for pursuing them on foot. To these 
questions I rejdied; and to the last siin|)ly oh- 
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sei’ved, that I was in the habit of travelling on 
foot, and that indeed I could not afford to see the 
world in any more convenient manner. He ex- 
pressed his regret, that a man of my merit had not 
been better rewarded by fortune — and his satis- 
faction, at the same time, that he had it in his 
power to offer me a lift even to the capital of 
Russia, having two carriages empty ; and though 
he was prevented by an affair of importance from 
resuming the journey that day, I accepted the 
offer, and agreed to await his pleasure, rejoiced at 
the opportunity afforded me of entering the Im- 
perial capital in style, with less expense and still 
less fatigue. In the mean time, we ate and 
drank freely at his charge ; and, not to appear 
backward, I ordered for myself the luxury of a 
proper bed-room, where I slept well. 

I leamt next morning that the important bu- 
siness which had detained iny friend was neither 
more nor less than an intrigue with a rosy-cheeked 
chambermaid. Tins being despatched, we de- 
parted; he in the first, and I in the second car- 
riage, each drawn by four horses. 1 had a spe- 
cific charge from him to use no ceremony in 
abusing the coachman, if he should slacken in his 
driving. I soon forgot this admonition in a sound 
sleep, for which, by the by, I afterwards got a 
severe reprimand. 
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We passed through Yamberg, an Imjjerial resi- 
dence in a ruinous state ; when the Gulph of Fin" 
land, opening to our view, presented to us an im- 
mense mass of ice, studded with little showy hil- 
locks ; but without a single vessel over its whole 
surface. 

We reached Kijjene the next evening, where we 
halted for post horses. The country had been a 
low overflowed desert. The weather was cold ; 
and I was reminded, by my feelings, that we had 
reached about the latitude of 60*. My compa- 
nion, having again treated me with supper and 
bed, left me for the night, evidently a little net- 
tled at his ill success in engtiging the affections of 
a little Russian girl who had waited on us at 
table. 

While at breakfast next morning, and just as 
the horses were announced, my companion asked 
me whether I was furnished with a passport. I 
replied in the affirmative. He requested to see 
it ; and, observing my name, inquired if I was 
related “ to Admiral Kakran, who was in de 
West Indies, at de capture of de Danish Islands 
in 1607 ?” Being infonned I was the admiral’s 
nephew, he asked, “ Are you the son of Massa 
Kakran Johnstone?" — “ Yes, I am.” — “ You 
are den,” said he, dat lilly Massa Jonny, I know 
at de same time.” — It now turaed out that this 
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black gentleinan with the two carriages and Ipur 
horses each, had been my father’s and my 
uncle’s servant thirteen years before. Having 
talked over old matters, he remarked that he 
could never have recognized me, from the al- 
teration that time had made in my features ; ob- 
serving that I seemed to have verified the West 
Indian proverb, “ Like the black man’s pig, very 
lillyy hut dam old." I acknowledged the justice 
of the remark, and proceeded to inquire his his- 
tory; but, as he did not seem inclined to be com- 
municative on this head, I did not press him : and 
we proceeded— both in the same carriage ; my 
friend no longer considering me as a rnenial 
follower. 

At noon, on the 30th of April, I reached St. 
Petersburg, having been eighty-three days from 
London in performing a distance of sixteen hun- 
dred miles, an average of nearly twenty miles 
a-day. My sable frieml, at parting, declined to 
give me his address. I suppressed my chagiin ; 
but felt an increased curiosity to learn the som'ce 
of his wealth and his situation in life. 

The following morning I was relating the ad- 
venture at a friend’s house, where Doctor Ryan 
(the medical attendant of the young Prince La- 
banoff’s family, with whom I had dined at the 
house of Mr. Rose, in Berlin) was present. He 
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was ineiitiouiiig that the young Prince, being on 
the road from Petersburg to Berlin, had been 
overtaken by winter in his summer caniage ; and 
as the latter season was near at hand, had sent 
his black seiwant to Narva, to bring his carriages 
to the capital. Fortune’s frolic was now explain- 
ed : my wealthy, dashing, overbearing, and in- 
triguing companion being no more than the very 
humble attendant of Ids Highness. 

Having once got settled in a comfortable lodg- 
ing, my first duty was to call upon Sir Daniel 
Bailey, the Bx’itish consul-general, then the only 
representative of the British Court — Lord Cath- 
cart having quitted St. Petersburg, and Mr. Casa- 
major deceased. In Sir Daniel I found, not only 
a sincere friend, but an able advocate for the plans* 
I had in view. Through hi.s means I transmitted 
a memorial to Count Nesseh’ode, the foreign 
minister,'" who handed it to Count Kotchoubey for 
the approliation of his Irajxerial Majesty. The 
memorial contained a request, that I might be 
permitted to pass through the Russian Empire, on 
my way to America, either by Kamtchatka, or 
Behring’s Straits. I also solicited a sealed inun- 
date from the Emperor, with an order to all 
governors and persons in authority, to assist me 
to the utmost of their power; besides an open 
order to the police, not to interfere with, or molest 
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ine. I requested, in addition, an esjjecial letter to 
the Governor-General of Siberia. 

I had been given to understand that - his Impe- 
rial Majesty had no objections to my proceeding 
upon my journey, although he exj)ressed a belief j 
that, when I should be furnished with the required 
documents, I should flinch from my purpose. I 
soon, however, satisfied the Minister upon this 
lioint, by declaring I would be ready to set out at 
half an hour’s notice. In the mean time the In- 
tendant-General of police gave me three audiences, 
examining me as to my rank and condition, my 
plan and its object, with the H cetera of interro- 
gatories, administered by pt'rsons in official situa- 
tions, when desirous of extracting information be- 
yond the avowed object. 

His Excellency, at length, lu’omised me Ins as- 
sistance, and recommended me to Count Kotebou- 
bey, into whose bands my business had entirely 
fallen. The Count also gave me three avuliences, 
repeating the same interrogatories as the lutend- 
ant. Finding, however, that I adhered to one 
simple story — stating as my object, a wish to em- 
ploy, improve, and amuse myself, at tlie same 
time rendering to society all the service of which 
I was capable — his Excellency also dismissed me 
with favoiir ; and through his interference, sanc- 
tioned by the generosity and noblemindedncss of 
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the EmperoTj I procured even more than I had 
expected, or demanded. His Imperial Majesty 
bad also the consideration to ask Colonel Cathcart, 
who had recently arrived as successor to Mr. Casa- 
major, whether I wanted money, and how much, 
to enable me to start. I replied in the negative, 
expressing, veiy truly, my surprise and gratitude 
at the offer. I was, moreover, instructed, in case 
of such necessity, to apply to the respective go- 
vernors, at the places I should p^s. 

That this unsolicited munificence, on the part 
of the Emperor, could only have sprung from the 
generous feelings of his heart, and was not adopt- 
ed as a fa^on de parlcr, is clear, fiom the fact, 
that his Imperial Majesty did afterwards request of 
Sir Cliarlcs Bagot to he informed, whether I really 
needed money, accompanied with an intimation, 
that in such case, I should be supplied from the 
Imperial IVeasury. I think I do no wrong to any 
one, in believing, that no other crowned head in 
Europe would have given itself any concern 
about me, or my affairs, or have taken any notice 
of a stranger presenting himself, without any re- 
commendation of any weight, with the single ex- 
ception of a private letter of introduction to Sir 
Rol>ert KeiT Porter. 

Among other intimations made to me, as from 
the Emperor, was one which I believe originated 
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with the Directors of the Russian American Com- 
pany: it was in the shape of a request that I 
should r^fi’ain from making any inquiries respect-*' 
ing the affairs of the said Company. Coming 
through a public channel, I of cour.se considered 
it my duty to promise compliance with the request, 
though it appeared to me singular that the Russian 
Company should have for one moment suspected 
me of Ul-will towards them, or of being employ- 
ed as a spy on their affairs. It is, however, cer- 
tain that they had some apprehension of this sort ; 
as they not only threw obstructions in my way to 
the Emperor, but after offering and promising me 
letters of recommendation to their different settle- 
ments and chancellories, refused them ; upon the 
plea that they were useless, from my ignorance of 
the Russian language. Whether Mr. Crammer, 
their director, from whom this unlooked-for and 
unhandsome treatment emanated, l)elieved that 
Russian civility would be limited to those who 
understood the language, I know not ; if he did, 
every considerate person must perceive that the 
less I understood of the manners, language, and 
customs of any foreign country, the more I ac- 
tually stood in need of assistance in it. Were 
the Company conscious that their affoirs required 
secrecy, their harsh conduct towards me was cer- 
tainly the least likely mode of binding me to their 
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interests, or of securing the fulfilment of any pro- 
mise they might oblige me to make, beyond those 
‘confined to ocular demonstration and strict neu- 
trality of speech. 

During my three weeks stay in St. Petersburg, 
I was most hospitably received by several respect- 
able British merchants. I employed the spare 
time in walking about the capital and viewing its 
wonders; and although I abandon the descrip- 
tion of them, as a task beyond my power, I cannot 
help saying, that no city I have seen, can equal it 
in external magnificence. Large, straight, and 
parallel streets, noble public buildings in every 
style of architecture, numerous imperial and 
private palaces, handsome pavements for carriages 
and foot-passengers, several beautiful canals run- 
ning round and through the city, and carrying 
away every offensive matter, the perfect clean- 
liness in every part, its immense number of 
churches, and lastly, its magnificent river washing 
the finest quays in Europe ; — these are only the 
more striking features of St. Petei‘sl)urg. The 
bustle in most of the principal streets, and the 
number of vehicles of various descriptions, add to 
its importance. It is, however, a little too stiffened 
with a military air, being every where crowded 
with soldieis and police-officers, and the daily ' 
paiades are ht.‘tter attended than the workshops 
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and manufactories. Nor is this tendency sur- 
prising when it is c»nsidered, that, in one short 
war, Russia has arisen from comparativ’^e insignifi- 
cance, to rank as the third, if not the second 
ihilitary power in Exirope. It may indeed be ob- 
jected that her advances are too rapid for her age ; 
but this point I leave for discussion to those who 
have not before them a journey of eight or ten 
thousand miles, for which I have not a single hour 
to make preparation. 
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St. Petersburg — Tzarsko Selo — Tosna — Novgorod — Zait* 
zova — Y edrova — Visliney- V olotehok — Torjock — Tver-^ 
Davidova — Moscow — Vladimir — Dratchevo — Pogost— 
Pavlovo — Nishney Novgorod. 

I WAS now furnished with all the documents 
which J had deemed necessary ; they consisted of 
the following : The customary ptissport, with the 
substitution of the minister’s for the governor- 
general’s signature ; a secret letter to the gover- 
nor-general of Siberia ; and two official documents 
which I shall give at length. 

The first of these (addressed — “ To all civil go- 
vernors,’’ and signed by the minister of the inte- 
rior) states that — “ The bearer hereof, Captain 
John Cochrane, of the British royal navy, pur- 
posing to travel through Hiissia on foot, is now on 
his departure for Kamtchatka, with the intention 
of penetrating from thence to America.” 

“ Having by the command of his Imperial Ma- 
jesty provided this traveller with open instructions 
to the police of all the towns and provinces lying 
in his tract from Saint Petersburg to Kamtchatka j 
this is also to desire aU the chiefs of the different 
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governments through which he may travel, to aid 
Captain Cochrane, as far as possible, to pi’oceed on 
his journey without interruption, as well as to af- 
ford him lawful defence and protection, in case it 
should he desired,” 

The other was an “ Oj)en Order of his Imfjerial 
Majesty Alexander the First, Autocrat of all the 
Russias,” &c. &c. &c. signed by the same mini- 
ster; and stating, that “ the bearer hereof. Captain 
John Cochrane of his Britannic Majesty’s royal 
navy, having undertaken to travel on foot through 
the Russian empire, is now on his way to Kamt- 
chatka, intending from thence to pass over to 
America. The police of the towns and pi*o- 
vinces lying in his track from Saint Petersburg 
to Kamtchatka, are in consequence hereof, not 
only forbidden to obstruct Captain Cochrane in 
his journey, but are moreover commanded, in 
case of necessity, to afford him every possible 
assistance.’’ 

I quitted the hospitable habitation of Sir 
Robert Kerr Porter, on the 24th of May; and, 
having had a lift in the carriage with four 
horses of Sir Robert, I with my knapsack on 
my back, set out, and trotted over a partially 
cultivated country. A pretty avenue of bk'ch 
trees lined the road, as if to accompany me as 
far as possible on my departure from the pre- 
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tuucts ol' civilized man. Natiii'e here got the 
better ol‘ a tolerably stout heart ; and, as I turn- 
< ed round «to catch a last glimpse of the capital 
I had left, and of the friends to whom I had 
bade, perha|)s, a last adieu, I could not suppress 
my grief, and, had not my honour been com- 
mitted, .should certainly have returned. A sigh 
escaped me as I ejaculated a last fai’ewell, tUh 
stai'tling at the expres.sion of my weakness, 1 
I’esumed my journey with slow and inelancholy 
steps. 

It was ten o’clock (for I had now a watch), 
and I had reached six miles. The night was 
l)eautifully dear, thougli rather cold from the 
effects of a northern breeze ; u'hile the moon 
was near her full. I looked at the beautiful 
luminary, and actually asked mysclh whether 
I were, as had been asserted, under the bane- 
ful influence of that jdanet. Smiling that 1 re* 
ceived no reply, I then considered my projects 
and intentions, and the conduct I ought to fol- 
low; and, sitting down at a fountain on the 
Poulkousky hill, I read to rayseff a few lessons, 
which the time and the occasion .seemed to 
inspire. “ Go,” said I, “ and wander with the 
illiterate and almost brutal savage!— go and be 
the companion of the ferocious beast! — go and 
contemplate the human being in every element 
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and climate, whether civilized or savage — of what- 
ever tribe, nation, or religion. Make due allow- 
ance for the rusticity of their manners ; nor be 
tempted to cope with them in those taunts, insults, 
and rudenesses to which the nature of thy enter- 
prize will subject tliee. Contemn those incidental 
circumstances which but too often surprise man- 
kind from their good intentions, and deprive the 
world of much useful and interesting information. 
Avoid all political and military topics, and re- 
member that 

The proper study of niankirul is man. 

Should robl>ers attack thee, do not, l)y a foolish 
resistance, endanger thy life. — Man may become 
hardened by crimes, and persist in the practice of 
them, till, meeting with resistance, he will be 
ut|jed to murder: but man is still a humane 
Iteing, even while seeking his subsistence by rapine 
and plunder ; and seldom, from mere wantonness, 
will he spill the blood of his fellow-creature. It 
is onl)'^ by patience, perseverance, and humility, 
by reducing thyself to the lowest level of mankind, 
that thou canst expect to pass through the ordeal 
with either safety or satisfaction.” Something 
like these were my self-dictated precepts, and I 
pledged their performance in a draught from the 
cool and limpid fountain. 

VOI,. I. F 
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In company with some carters I resumed my 
joiwney ; and, depositing my knapsack in one 
of their vehicles, entered into conversation as 
well as my scanty knowledge of German would 
aUow me. 

As we proceeded, there suddenly rose to the 
south-east a tremendous blaze, the cause of wliich 
it seemed difficult to conjecture. At first I ima- 
gined it might be, as I had often seen in England, 
a blazing bonfire, with a group of miithful rustics 
revelling round it. But the scene grew soon too 
terrific to allow of so simple a solution, tht; flame 
rising to a prodigious height, and the smoke roll- 
ing into a beautiful dark arch on the clear sky. 
Immense masses of lire, and sparks at intervals, 
exploded and sepaiuted like a rocket. 

We continued to gaze as we advanced, till, on 
reaching the beautiful town of Tzarsko Selo, the 
source was, indeed, but too appartmt — it was the 
Em]>eror’s favorite palace, wrapt in an inextin- 
guishable flame. 1 had looked forward with 
hope, to enjoy the survey of so celebrated an 
edifice, and had actually taken a letter of recom- 
mendation to Prince Theodore Galitzin, one of its 
principal inhabitants, that I might with the more 
facility have my desii’e gratified. It was mid- 
night : parties of men surrounded the wasting 
pile. All, however, was order and regularity ; 
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not a voice was heard Rmid the thousands of 
jwople employed. The Emperor was present, 
evidently impressed with extreme regret, and all 
appeared powerfully to partake the sentiment. 
His Majesty, however, continued to give fi’equent 
directions with perfect coolness. 

Tzarsko Selo was the yjalace in which the Em- 
peror, and his brother Constantine, had been 
brought up and passed their earlier years ; it was 
hither, also, that the Emperor was accustomed to 
retire, when the cares of state i)ermitted him, to 
lose among its aineliorating beauties the anxieties 
of a throne, and the toils of so great a government. 
It had been greatly embellished by his Ma.festy, 
and was considered one of the most beautiful re- 
treats in Europe. Years of time, and millions of 
money, I thought, must be expended, to make it 
what it was but yesterday morning. 

Being excessively fatigiied, and finding my in- 
dividual exertions perfectly useless towards check- 
ing the progress of the flames, I retired to the 
gardens, where I passed a coiiple of restless hours 
on a bed of moss, amid herbs and flowers, whose 
sweet perfumes were as yet unvanquished by the 
fire or smoke. Some daemon seemed to hover over 
me, and my dreams presented the probable inci- 
dents of my journey, in all the horrors which 
imagination could shadow forth. I arose, and re- 
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turned to the scene of devastation, now evidently 
increasing, and appearing to defy the numerous 
engines pouring upon it from all sides. 

The dome of the church fell with a tremendous 
crash ; and such was the immense mass of fire that 
fell with it, and so great the force of the rebound, 
that in its second descent, and assisted by the 
wind, it set fire to two other {)arts of the Palace, 
until then considered safe. At this critical mo- 
ment his Imperial Majesty gave a strong proof of 
steady <;ollectedness. While the fire was raging 
from apartment to apartment, apparently mocking 
the resistance of man, the Emjxjror gave direction 
that the doors should be \valled up with bricks. 
This was instantly done, and by such an expe- 
dient alone could the amber, the most valuable 
chamber, have been wrested from the general de- 
struction. 

Having token breakfast with Prince Theodore, 
and amused myself with the infantile prattle of his 
children, whether in the French, English, or Ger- 
man languages, for they seemed anxious to shew 
off the proficiency they had made, I proceeded 
towards Tosna, where I arrived at seven in the 
evening. Young firs and birch lx>rder the road, 
which is good; though the country presents but 
little of interest, and seems to support but a slen- 
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der population, considering its proximity to the 
capital. 

I passed the night in the cottage of a fanner, 
resigning myself to the attacks and annoyance of 
such vennin as generally haunt impoverished 
dAvellings, and was therefore proportionably pleased 
in the morning to piu’sue my jouniey. My route 
was towards Liubane, at about tlie ninth mile- 
stone from which I sat down, to smoke a segar, or 
pipe, as fancy might dictate; I was suddenly 
seized from behind, by two ruffians, whose visages 
were as much concealed as the oddness of their 
dress would j>ermit. One of them, who held an 
iron l)ar in his hand, dragged me by the collar 
towards the forest, whUe the other, with a bayon- 
etted musket, pushed me on, in such a manner, as 
to make me move with more than ordinary cele- 
rity : a boy, auxiliary to these vagabonds, was 
stationed on the road-side to keep a look out. 

We had got some sixty or eighty paces into the 
thickest part of the forest, when I was desired to 
undress, and having stript off ray trowsers and 
jacket, then my shirt, and, finally, my shoes and 
stockings, they proceeded to tie me to a tree. 
From this ceremony, and from the manner of it, I 
fully concluded that they intended to try the effect 
of a musket upon me, by firing at me as they 
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would at a mark. 1 was, however, reserved for 
fresh scenes : the villains, with much sang froid, 
seated themselves at my feet, and rifled my knap- 
sack and pockets, even cutting out the linings of 
the clothes in search of hank bills or some other 
valuable jirticles. They then compelled me to 
take at least a pound of black bread, and a glass 
of rum poured from a small flask which had been 
suspended from my neck. Having appi’opiiated 
my trowsers, shirts, stockings and English shoot- 
ing shoes (the last of which I regretted most of all, 
as they were a present from Sir D. Bailey)- — as 
also my spectacles, watch, compass, theianometer, 
and small pocket-sextant, with one imndred and 
sixty roubles, about seven pounds, they at length 
released me from the tree, and at the point of a 
stiletto made me swear that I would not infoi'm 
against them, — such, at least, 1 conjectured to be 
their meaning, though of their language I under- 
stood not a word. 

Having received my promise, I was again treat- 
ed to bread and rum, and once more fastened to 
the tree, in wliich condition they finally aban- 
doned me. Not long after, a boy who was pass- 
ing heard my cries, and set me at liberty. I did 
not doubt he was sent by my late companions 
upon so considerate an errand, and felt so far 
grateful *, though it might reipiirc somethixig 
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more than common charity to forgive their de- 
priving rne of my shirt and trowsers, and leaving 
me almost as naked as I came into the world. 

To pursue my route, or return to Tzarsko Selo, 
would, indeed, l»e alike indecent and ridiculous, 
but being so, and there being no remedy, I made 
therefore ‘ forward’ the order of the day ; having 
first with the i‘eranant of my appai’el ligged my- 
self a V Ecossoise, I resumed my route. I had still 
left me a blue jacket, a flannel waistcoat, and a 
spare one, which 1 tic:d round my waist in such a 
manner that it reached down to the knees : my 
empty knapsack was restored to its old place, and 
I trotted on with even a merry heart. 

Within a few miles I passed betwixt files of 
soldiers emi)loyed in nniking a new road, under 
the orders of General Woronolf, upon whom I 
waited to report the situation in which I w'as 
placed. The servant, perhaps naturally enough 
refused to let me pass without first acquainting 
his Excellency with my business : I, however, 
steadily pei’sisted in rny determination ; and at 
length, hearing the noise and scuffle of turning 
me out, the General appeared, and listened to my 
mournful tale. The good heart of his Excellency 
suggested the necessity of first administering me 
food : some clothes were then offered to me, 
which I declined, considering my then dress as 
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peGuliai*ly, as well as nationally, becoming. Tim 
general then sent an officer with two men back 
to the village, to make inquiries conceniing the 
robbery. These were, however, fruitless, and 
I quitted, with many thanks to his Excellency, 
in his own carriage, whicli was directed to 
take me the first station. I soon discovered 
that carriage-rid :ng was too cold, and there- 
fore preferred walking, bare-footed as I was ; and 
on the following morning reached Tschudovo, 
a low and uncultivated waste, a hundred miles 
from St. Petersburg. Thence to Podbere/ie, and 
thence to Novgorod. I had passed on the road 
many populous and neat villages, and numerous 
tents belonging to the military workmen, which 
gave additional interest to a fertile and pic- 
turesque scenery. To the left was the river 
Volkhoff, on which Novgorod stands. The ai>- 
proach is grand, and the numerous spires and 
steeples of the churches and convents, with their 
gilded and silvered casements glittering in the 
sun, recalled for a moment the memory of its 
ancient splendour. Crossing the bridge, I en- 
tered at two o’clock, and immediately waited on 
the governor. He would have provided me with 
clothing on the instant ; I was however hungry, 
and requested food. The governor smiled, but 
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assented, and I then accepted a shirt and trow- 
sers. 

I was recommended by his Excellency to stop 
at Novgorod a few days, under the promise that 
he would apprehend the robbei’s, I told him I 
felt no doubt they would be discovered ; but, 
before that time, I should have reached the heart 
of Siberia. Good quarters were, inean time, pro- 
vided me, in the habitation of a Russian mer- 
chant, to whom I had a letter of recommendation 
from St. Petersburg. He had also the kind con- 
sideration to provide mo a complete refit ; and 
though this must have been at an expense of 
thirty oi' forty roubles, he positively refused my 
offer of I’oimbursement — an offer I was enabled 
to make, thvougli the delicate kindness of his 
Excellency the. Governor Gerebzoff. 

This ancient ami celel)rated city, which in for- 
mer day s was characterized by the proverb, “ Who 
can resist the Gods, and the gri;at Novgorod ?” is 
now only the capital of a province of its own name. 
In its former glory, it was the metropolis of a 
great Republic, with four hundred thousand souls 
within its walls. The population is now reduced 
to a fortieth part. Its immense trade had been 
gradually declining since the cruelties of Ivan 
Vassilich II. and was completely aimiliilated by the 
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removal of tlie seat of goveniment, by Peter the 
Great, from Moscoav to the Gulf of Finlaiul. Many 
handsome edifices, now in ruins, are lamentable 
proofs of its former grandeur, and present decay. 
Its Archiepiscoi>al Cathedi’al, small, but very an- 
cient, is filled wdth superstitious relics, and the 
ashes of several Russian Grand Dukes. 

The steeples of Novgorod present a monument 
of considerable pride, in the estimation of its in- 
habitants. Their distinction is in the cross, at 
the top, standing alone, unaccompanied by the 
crescent ; and this is an emblem intimating, that 
the Tartars, in all their invasions, never suc- 
ceeded so far, as to enter this city. A distinc- 
tion w^hicli universally holds in Russia : the re- 
coiKjuei’ed cities bearing the crescent, but sur- 
mounted by tlie ci’oss. 

The following day, lieing that of Pentecost, 
1 attended the service in the Cathedral ; and 
though I understood nothing of the language, yet 
was I forcibly struck with the primitive appearance 
of the clergy, in their long beards, longer tresses, 
and still longer robes. Tliey certainly carried all 
the ajApearance of devout ministers of religion. 

I had intended, from Novgorod, a visit to Mr. 
Glenny, at his establishment, eight miles distant, 
on the banks of the Veshora. Not finding him, 
however, I pul up at a farm-house for the night, 
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having previously th*unk kuass at a convent, paid 
a rouble for cliaiity, and received a l)lessing upon 
entering Muscovy — not without a hope that I 
should find better treatment here than in Estho- 
nia. Next day, ]>assiTjg over a wild dreaiy waste 
to Zaitzova, a pleasant toAvn, of fifteen hundred 
inhabitants, I put U]> at a civil house, if the ad- 
mission of both sexes, and of all ranks and dis- 
positions, may deserve such a term : the variety 
was indeed ludicrous enough, but the conduct and 
conversation were not of such a nature as to merit 
description. 

"J’he women ol’ Muscovy hitherto appear civil 
and cleanly dressed, tlunigli disfigured by the 
abominable custom of tying their breasts as low, 
flat, and tight, as ])ossible : they are not, however, 
c{uite so ludicrous as some of the creoles and 
slaves in the ^Vest Indies, who often suckle their 
children behind their backs. The men appear 
e(|ually civil, obliging, and hospitable, but almost 
equally disguised, by their swaddling coat of cloth, 
or sheep-skin, coloured trowsers, and immense 
boots, sash round the body, a wide-rimmed hat, 
and long beard ; a mode of dress which certainly 
gives them something of a ferocious appearance. 

On the road to Yedrova, I received two roubles 
as charity from the master of a post-house, from 
whom also I had received refreshment gratis. 
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Knowing as I did that assistance was at hand, I 
declined the money, although my then distressed 
state might have warranted my open acceptance 
of it. I continued my route ; and upon my arrival 
at the next station, I found the money in my cap. 
Tliis is, indeed, real benevolence. 

The canals are observable to the east, and pre- 
sent a beautiful appearance fiYon the neat town of 
Yedrova ; reached Vishney-Volotchok, late at 
night, a large scattered but flourishing town, 
formerly an Imperial village, Init enfranchised by 
Catherine, with canals uniting the trades of the 
Caspian and Baltic seas. I had j)reviously crossed 
the Valday hills, which are the only elevations 
between the two capitals. They are in the go- 
vernment of Novgorod, as is also the Valday lake, 
nine miles in circumference. It has an island in 
its centre, on which stands a handsome monas- 
tery, which, with its steeples glittering through 
the dark foliage of its intervening woods, forms a 
beautiM and interesting object. There is also a 
little town of the same name on its banks. The 
land here rises into gentle eminences, with a good 
deal of cultivation. 

Torjock was the next flourishing town which I 
reached, amid rain and thunder. This slight im- 
pediment, which broke up my travelling for the 
day, richly comjMjnsated the delay, by introducing 
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me, first, to an excellent supper, gratis; and, 
secondly, to a beautiful and kind-hearted young 
widow, sister of the unfortunate Captain Golovnin, 
who was so inhumanly exposed in a cage at Japan. 
The master of the public-house had civilly re- 
ceived me, and I was enjoying ray own medita- 
tions, when Mrs. Golovnin entered my room, 
accosting me in German, French, Russian, and 
lastly, in my native tongue. After the manner of 
her sex, she got all my secrets out of me, — but 
one, — and in return sent me some tea, proffering, 
at the same time, the assistance of her purse. Had 
she offered me her hand and heart, I certainly 
should have replied otherwise than I did, for I felt 
very affectionately and gratefully towards so kind 
and lovely a Avoman, and Avho, although a widow, 
had yet scarcely passed hcj' teens. Upon getting 
up in the morning, I discovered that my knapsack 
had been searched, and my small stock of linen 
had been taken out and washed, but, of course, 
not the smallest article was missing. 

I refreshed myself at the fount (which is always 
at hand in a Russian cottage, with a tea-kettle or 
other .spouted vessel hanging over it), breakfasted, 
and. making my conge to the household gods in 
the near corner of the room, depai’ted from Tor- 
jock. I had not proceeded far, when I met a 
carriage, and immediately heard myself addressed 
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in the English language,-— “ How do you do, 
Captain Cochrane ?” On my acknowledging the 
name, the carriage stopjied, and the owner, who 
proved to be a Mr. Hippius, and had for some 
time been on the look out for me, treated me very 
heartily to a biscuit and glass of wine. I then 
wished him a pleasant journey, and resumed mine, 
light as a lark at the unexpected pleasure of seeing 
English far-es, and hearing my own tongue. Those 
who have been similarly situated, can readily con- 
ceive how ha|)py I was to have met with a coun- 
tryman in such a manner. 

My way lay over a country where the Tver is 
a wandering stream, and where numerous hand- 
some seats and neat villages made their appear- 
ance. These, however, but too strongly reminded 
me of the effects of absenteeship in Ireland, being 
evidently in a rapid state of decay. I have no 
hesitation, however, in saying, that the condition 
of the pCcisantry here is far superior to that class 
in Ireland. In Russia, provisions are plentiful, 
good, and cheap; while in Ireland they are 
scanty, poor, and dear, the best part being exported 
from the latter country, whilst tlie local impedi - 
ments in the other render them not worth that 
expense. Good comfoitable log-houses are here 
found in every village, immense droves of cattle 
are scattered over an unlimited pasture, and whole 
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forests of fuel may be obtained for a trifle. With 
ordinary industry and economy, tbe Russian pea- 
sant may become rich, especially those of the 
villages situated between the capitals, both of 
which might be supplied by them with butter and 
cheese ; whereas at present not a dairy exists, the 
peasantry contenting themselves with the culture 
of as much land, and the breeding of as many 
cattle, as may be sufficient for their immediate 
wants. The women I have always found engaged 
in some employment ; they make very good coarse 
woollen cloths and linens, as well as knit stockings 
and spin thread. The whole ^vork of the house is 
thrown upon them, while they also partake the 
labours of the field. I will not certainly recom- 
mend, for the adoption of any civilized countries, 
the treatment they receive from their lordly mas- 
ters : although I have no doubt the like w'as the 
custom of England half a century ago, and may 
be still in the hard-working counties. Having 
mentioned Ireland in comparison with Russia, I 
may remark, that Iwtli countries may fairly vie 
with one another in the ancient savage virtue of 
hospitality. 

Reached Tver the following day, and put up 
at the habitation of a long-bearded merchant ; 
where, after enjoying a good supper and sound 
sleep, I employed myself in perambulating the 
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city. It is said to contain fifteen thousand inha- 
bitants, being considerably larger, or at least more 
popidous, than Novgorod. Tver is situated at the 
junction of two small rivers, which empty them- 
selves into the noble V olga, the latter hence 
taking an easterly course tow.ards Nishney Nov- 
gorod, and fertilizing, in its course to the Caspian, 
some of the finest pi’ovinces in the Russian em- 
pii-e. 

The fu’st circumstance which attracted my no- 
tice upon reaching Tver, was at the gate, where 
an impost of three large stones is levied ui)on every 
horse that passes. These are converted to the 
paving of the (;ity ; nor will the tax apfKJar either 
slight or useless in a countiy where stones are not 
very abundant. 

Crossing the river over a fine bridge of boats, of 
550 feet in length, I entered the principal part of 
the city. The public edifices on the banks of the 
Volga are handsoine, and kept in good order, though 
the archbishop’s palace resembles one of our work- 
houses. There is also a theatre, good barracks, and 
a beautiful building called the Prince’s Palace, re- 
built by Catherine. The cathedral is of plain stone ; 
thei’e are, besides, thirty-four churches and_ three 
convents (one of which is said to contain the ashes 
of a page, whose prince deprived him of his mis- 
tress at the moment of their mairiage, and after- 
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•vf^avds, when too late, repenting of it, and wish" 
ing to expiate his ciiine, had this convent built), 
—two of them are for men and one for women ; 
three hospitals are also establislied upon a lil)er.al 
plan, and a l)azaar, with handsome piazzas, forms 
the city lounge. ''l’h<' public gardens and w^allts 
are <'ertainly snsce])tible of imj^rovenient ; but 
upon the wliole it has a clean and regular appear- 
ance, and bids fair, from its trade and situation, 
to become an iinportp.nt city. The govemment 
exports immense (juantities of grain from hence 
to St. Petersburg, ai:d tu o Imndred barges were 
now lying oiF the city loaded vritl! that article, 
and with several minions of eggs, 

A young Frenchmati, who had l.een e times 
wounded in tiu' b>att!e of Borodino ! ! ! accom- 
panied me in my rambles. He prefers, it seems, 
to remain here te.aclnug bis native language, rather 
than return to his native country. Ho murmured 
a little at the facility wdtli which his scliolars ac- 
quired the tongn.e ; remarkirfg also, v. hat 1 be- 
lieve is now generally at'kjiov. ledged, tlie general 
aptitude of the Russian, whetlu'r in learning or 
teaching. I visited, amfsng otiim’ things, a canal, 
which the last of th(' indej)endent ja inces rafiject- 
ed and began, to shorten the commimiration, as 
well as to form a winter haven for the hm’ges and 
other small craft, which were, and indeed are still, 
VOL. 1. »; 
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exposed to considerable danger from the ice in the 
Volga. A mile only is wanting to complete this 
great and usefid undertaking, in the junction of 
the Tmak and Volga. Of the earth thrown ovit 
dining the excavation, has been formed at once a 
good road, and a strong rampart to the city. 

It was at Tver that I first began to compre- 
hend any thing of the Russian hierarchy. It ap- 
pears that the Greek church admits of two dis- 
tinct classes and degrees, which may be called 
monastic and lay orders : to the first of which 
belong metropolitans, archbishops, lashops, archi- 
mandrites and egoumens or abbots ; to the second, 
protopopes or deans, priests, archdeacons, deacons, 
clerks, and readei's. Each' provincial capital has 
an institution to wbich all the sons of tlie clergy 
are admissible, to study the principles of their 
theology, and moral philosophy, and are afterwards 
turned over to the general college, to complete 
their education, either for a military or an eccle- 
siastical life. If the former be adopted, they enter 
the army with the rank and jiay of an oflScer ; if 
the latter, they ai’e ordained deacons. The obli- 
gation of marriage is imposed upon all those who 
are below the degree of an egouraen or abbot ; 
and shoidd the wives die before their ordination 
as priests, they are for ever precluded from that 
order. But if the wife of a priest dies, he may 
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nevertlieless become a dean, and if he aftei’wards 
enters a inonastciy he may anive at the highest 
degree. Should, however, the theological disciple 
be determint^l upon a state of celiljacy, he may at 
once enter the monastic order, and become pos- 
sessed of the power of a priest, as well as of the 
highest degree, but he can never afterwards be- 
come a disciple of Hymen. The revenue of a 
metropolitan does not exceed eight hundred 
pounds a-year, that of an archbishop six hundred, 
and of a bishop five-hundred, — sums apparently 
as small as persons of their rank can possilily sub- 
sist upon, even in Russia. They are, however, 
allowed a considerable sum which is paid to them 
annually, for the purposes of charity. 

Early on Monday, the fith June, I quitted Tver 
for Moscow, ])assing .sometimes along the banks of 
the Volga, at others over a rich grain country? 
amusing rny mind alteraately with the contempla- 
tion of the promising crops, and the thousands of 
loaded barges destined to bear them. Reached 
Davidova (thirty-two miles) at two o’clock, where 
I stopped to I’efresh, passing on my way a great 
number of pedesti’ian labourers, who, like the Gal- 
legos of Spain, were travelling to tlie southward 
to assist the less populous districts in getting in 
the harvest. An amazing quantity of timber was 
felled and felling ’on the road- side, merely for the 

a '2 
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purpose of keejung the road in repair ; nearly the 
whole distance from Novgorod to Moscow being a 
wooden causeway. At eiglit in the evening I con- 
tinned my I'onte, reaching Klinn at midnight, and 
Peski at foui’ in the morning. The country had 
a pleasing ap})(?arance, ij7nnense herds of cattle 
and flocks of sheep, with well-peopled villages, 
greeting the ey(! in eveiy direction. I was sup- 
plied with plenty of l)]a(;k bread, milk, salt, and 
kuass, which I found very excellent fare. Passing 
through Tschoi’uaya (riaz, I entered Moscow at 
eight in the morning, the last stage lieing dis- 
tressingly fatiguing. Much rain fell, and I was 
not a little lui])py to reach the hos[)itahle abode of 
Mr. Rowan in time to breakfast. The last thirty- 
two liours I w arrant as bearing 7vitness to one of 
my greatest [)edestrian tri})s - tlie distance is 
168 versts, or about 96 miles: I hav^e, however, 
done the same in Portugal. 

The landscn[)e on the ap|)roach to Moscow, 
from the Petei’slung side, gives no [)romise of so 
great a metropolis, it l>cijig over a dreary and de- 
solate waste. Nor does tlie immense and ancient 
ca 2 )ital itself make its a})pearance until the travel- 
ler is within two miles of it ; when, upon round- 
ing a small low copse, sininkled with a few gen- 
teel dwellings, hundreds of spires and steeples, 
domes and towt'vs, flash upon Ibe eye. — one vast 
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assciublagc t)l' buildings lising’ in tiie t'oroground, 
and only the uncultivated Sj)ar)-o\v-bills upon the 
right. 

After breakfast, I waited upon his Excellency 
the Governor-general, arul arranged niy papers so 
as to allow the resumjjtion of iny journey at 
leistire, and then perambulated tlu‘ city. Among 
others, the great gun, in w'hose muzzle 1 sat u})- 
right, as well as the greatei- Ijeli, l)es|ioke my 
attention. 

I shall not enter upon the discussion of the 
many and strange stories of which this bell has 
been the subject; but on the asstn’tion of the 
learned Dr. Clarke, that the Russian nation might 
as well attempt to susj'end a three-decker, with 
all her apparel, tachling, &c. I woidd only ob- 
.serve, that no nation possesses l)etter jiieans lor 
jiei’forming such a feat, nor lias any^ nation made 
a better use of such means than Russia ; tliey are, 
I shoxdd think, ipialified to remove as large or as 
weighty a body as any other nation in l^urope. 
The Russians, forty years ago, transported, from 
the frontiers of Exirope to the norlh-c'ast of Asia, 
camion, anchors, and other heavy articles, belong- 
ing to an expedition about to explore tlie ley Sea, 
and aU went over land for a distance of about 
seven thousand miles. I have seen similar exer- 
tions in Canada,- but by no means superior ; and 
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it must not be foi^otten, that any thing can and 
win be done in Russia when the ordei' is accoinpa^ 
nied with those- ahnighty words “ kacknee bouid” 
—which truly means “ any how,” but is gene- 
rally used in the sense of “it must be done.” 

It will not be supposed that I should omit to 
visit the Kremlin, which is still an extraordinary 
place. Although much of its singular appearance 
has been obviated in the restored buildings, yet it is 
still far from regular. The view from the tower 
of St. John is still preserved, that building having 
withstood the fury of the general conflagration. 
The new Imperial palace is wholly undeserving the 
name ; and, only that a building is wanted for the 
use of the Imperisd family, and that there was a 
vacancy upon the site on which it stands, it would 
call loudly for another fire-brand. Of course I con- 
formed to the general custom, in taking off my hat 
as I passed under the holy gate, and again on 
visiting the little chapel of Peter the Great. In 
every other respect than that of population, I 
found Moscow the same as in Clarke’s time, beauti- 
ful and rich, grotesque and absurd, magnificent and 
mean. But besides these general features, there 
is, at present, one arising from latter circumstan* 
ces, the city being only half built, and the streets 
half finished : brick and mortar every where in- 
commoding the j)assenger. Such is the ap|)eaj’- 
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ance of Moscow, which is yet very surprising, 
considering how recently it has risen from its 
ashes. 

The former number of churches, chapels, and 
mosques (the forty-forties) is now reduced to less 
than half the number. Of public and private 
hospitals, there are several. The most remark- 
able, is the Foundling, which escaiJed the lire — a 
noble and well-endowed edifice. The averaged 
number of infants received, one year with another, 
is estimated at five or six thousand. Not more 
than two-thirds of these are under-stood to be 
reared. What, besides the ordinary danger's at- 
terrdant on exposure, princijrally of corrrse in tlie 
night, and in sucli a climate, may be the. carrsc of 
this mortality, I know not, and it would l>e evi- 
dently foreign to rny object to irrquire. 

The hospitals of Count Slrerernctioff and Prince 
Galitzin, are monuments of private beneficence 
and public humanity. The former has two hun- 
dred aird fifty patients within its walls, indepeir- 
dent of out-door pensioners. Persons of aU nations, 
and of both sexes, aird with whatever disorders 
they may be afflicted, are admissible for cure; 
and the old, and infirm renrain for life. A physi- 
cian, surgeon, inspector, apothecary, and projrer 
attendants, are settled on the establishrrrents with 
handsome salaries and apartments. The buildings 
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are spacious, arul olcgaTitly modern, <\^ards 

are small, containing but eight patients; a novel, 
though |)erhaps an improving feature in a medical 
establishment, as evidently tending tc» the dirnimi- 
tion of contagion. I’he rooms are well ventilated. 
The revenue is one Imndrcd and fifty thousand 
roiddes, derived tVom the property ol‘ eight 
thousand peasants, besides lands and villages. 
The late Count is said to have founded the hospi- 
tal, in consideration of tlie Emperor’s permission 
to marry one ot“ his own female slaves. The pre- 
sent young Count di sevves much credit, for having 
improved the- rents, and extended tlu' piivileges 
of the hospital. — ’J’liat belonging to Friru'c Galit- 
zhi is on a similar plan, although not (juite so 
extensive. 

Mosco^v is said to stand uj)on more gro’ind 
than any city in Eurojx.', which may very w’ell he 
true, as almost every [)alace or nolileman’s house 
has a garden, and ail wooden houses are detached, 
from the fear of fire. 'I’here are many public 
edifices v eil worthy the attention of the travel- 
ler, as well from the novelty of their architecture 
as from their destination : the magnificence of 
some is, indeed, surprising, containing as they do 
six or seven hundred body servants during the 
winter season. The present population is reckoned 
at three hundred and fifty thousand souls : a popu- 
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lation which it is supposed fliudiiales sixty or 
seventy tliousaiul — the present, the winter season, 
being tlie jjeriod when the gaieties are at theii’ 
height. On the 30th of May I (juitted IMoseow, 
in a drosky, atx'ornpanieil by Mr. Rowan, to dhie 
with u Scotch gentk'ni.an, a Mr. Ilogers, who 
manages the agricultural })art <*1’ C.'ount Roinan- 
zolF’s property, in the FCnglish style, which has 
been introductsd wdth great success. ^¥e after- 
wards visited the ijt'autiliil l)otanieal garden of 
Count Razuniofsky, called Goriiikay, wliich does 
infinite credit to the* suj>erii!tciu!anee of J)r. Fis- 
cher. The munber of its }>Iants, tliivteeu thou- 
sand, would alone recomniend it to tlie botanist, 
as will the buildings and pleasure-grounds to tliat 
of the infei ior saA'ans. 'I’wo inoi e }:alriotic noble- 
men than these two do not exist. 

Fi'om lay lughlund c«>n!j'anion I leecived a pair 
of leather trow*s(a*s, no small jnesent on such a 
journey; and, parting Avith niy an liable and uni- 
versally beloved friend i\lr. Rowan, eoiuinenced 
my journey on foot. Passed, at two miles, the 
magnificent chateau of a Ihincc Galitzin — (the 
great number of these princes must excuse my 
specification of them); alter which, amid heavy 
rain and thunder, I passed through several small 
villages to Bouncova, l}dng in a w^ell-cultivated 
and. jiicturesque country. I was greatly fatigued 
with twenty-five inilcs of heavy walk, and felt in- 
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deed a little melancholy. After a night’s rest, 
however, I resumed with revived spirits, and 
reached Vospuche. The country is interesting,, 
and adorned with many residences telonging to 
the lords of the village, but which are going to 
ruin as fast as time and neglect can push them. 
To Uchekittinah is hill and dale, wood and water, 
all the way. I arrived at Vladimir in time tP 
breakfast, travelling duiing the night to escape 
the heat of the sun. My way of life had evir 
dently excited an interest in the peasantry, among 
whom I passed, several of them dividing their, 
meals and sharing their fire and dwellings with 
me, with the most cordial good-will ; nor did tlie 
perusal of my passports, and other Russian docu- 
ments, afford them the less surprise , — such a fa- 
vour they justly considered bad never Ijefore been 
granted, and therefore I was of course more than 
ordinarily favoured, 

I might nevertheless have considered myself 
fortunate, if I could have reached Vladimir witji 
only a sound drubbing instead of a broken head, 
merely because I could not ask in the Russian 
language for some kuass and fire to light my 
pipe. To prevent tlie recurrence of this evil, 
on the next occasion I entered a house, sans cere- 
vmik, and helped inysell’. My hostess instantly 
dashed the cup into the strt'ct, and with the 
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assistance of otliers of her sex drove me after it 
at the end of bixiomsticks, which were besides 
not spared upon my back. The odds were fear- 
ful against me ; 1 was therefore content to bear 
my punishment without resistance. At the next 
place, a decent chop-house in Vladimir, I in- 
quired of a servant who spoke French, the cha- 
racter of my persecutors, and learnt that most of 
those villages are inhabited by liaskolnicks or 
Schismatics, who have in a manner withdrawn or 
separated from the Greek Church, and admit of 
even less toleration than the Church of Home. 
They are bound by the rides of their religion, to 
deny food, fire, and water, and every assistance, to' 
all who are not of their own persuasion; and are 
even forbidden to hold any intercourse with them-. 
Notwithstanding the repulsiveness of these tenets, 
they are said to gain many thousands.of proselytes 
eveiy year. They are considered good agricul- 
turists, and of the most sober and industrious 
habits, never di-inking ardent spirits, nor using 
tobacco. Among themselves they are a kind 
friendly people, and excellent fathers and hus- 
bands; but towards the rest of the world are — 
what I too certainly experienced. 

Vladimir is a fine city on the banks of the 
Kliasma, the capital of a small province only, al- 
though formerly of all Ducal Russia. Its situation 
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Ls boamtl'ul, htunding' t>ii a coiisulcrablc eminence 
which oveihangs th(^ rivt'i’, and t'ornmands a fine 
vicAv of the surrounding country. Tlierc me still 
remaining uumy ti’aces of its foniicr greatness, 
such !is the royal palace and gardens, a range of 
public offices, and scvuual handsome churchtjs. 
The day was hot, and 1 took advantage of it to 
wash and dry my linen, — no unusual thing with 
me on board of a man of war, vvhei e I have often 
been obliged not only to do this, but have' been 
prevented from wearing shoes or stockings, on the 
score of {'coiiomy : — alas ! how tinu's are changed. 
My washing Iteing firushed, 1 lay down under 
the l)ridge, and enjoyed a sound sleej). In the 
evening 1 resumed my route towards Nishney 
Novgorod. 

'J’he road was a heavy oiic, and w hen I iiad 
passed s('ven versts, all signs of cidlivation eeaseil. 
By midnight I reaclu'd Soiulogda, and at two tlie 
next day, Morshok, over a low, .samhj, an<l dreary 
country, coverevl with ir/cv/z-wood, furnishing no- 
thing hut materials for crack shij)s. In the even- 
ing, at Dratchevo, my passports were demanded 
by two young jnen, whom I somewhat hastily set 
down as trouldesome fellows, because no entrea- 
ties could induce them to allow my proceeding 
without my passport being inspected by the ge- 
neral of hi igade. 1 was, however, more than a 
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little ashi^nicd ol' niy pertinacity, on lacing sent to 
a coml'ortable lodging, followed by a hot and siib- 
stantial sapper. In th(! inoming I received a 
message to attend tbe general, Math whom I 
breakfasted ; and in con.sideration of having been 
detained all the niglit, which was my time of 
travelling, I was favoured with a vebi(’le as far as 
Monrom. 7'liis is the jnincipal rendezvons of the 
Mordva 'J''artars, bearing the name of a city, Init 
UTalesci ving; of that of village, lieing a vast as- 
semblagfi of unsociable lints, with six or seven 
clmrcbes. Its situation on tbe Oka is somewhat 
in its favour; but, exc(?j)t that, and tracing the 
origin of its ('ccentric inhabitants, I believij there 
is nothing of interest for the scientilic, much less 
for tlie ordinary traveller. 

Having hired a canoe, I paddled acioss the ri- 
ver, and, following a dreary and marsliy country, 
reached Manacovo. At a pretty littk; village' on 
the banks of a lake, at midnight, I was greatly 
charmed with tbe singing of some boys and girls, 
accompanied by a simple instrnment, (tailed, in 
Russian, baalaalaika, and which is in fact only a 
two-stringed gnitai'. I'be effect of this rink! har- 
mony, softened by its passage across the water, 
was peculiarly sweet. 

The beauty of tlic night [irompted me to conti- 
nue my route', and I left (bo bapjiy villagers for 
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Pogost, twenty-four miles, wliere I arrived half 
famislied and ({iiite fatigued, not iiaving tasted 
food dining twenty-four hours, and a march of 
forty miles. I had, however, dnink abundantly, 
perhaps incautiously, of water. The country was 
level and fertile, well Avooded, and sorncw^hat 
pretty in its scenery. Nor is the town of Pogost 
by any means an ill-built one ; its annual fair had 
just terminated, and I could not help smiling at 
the remnant of saleable articles, consisting of 
horses, carts, wheels, saddlery, and, in short, 
every constituent and retpiisite for ordinary vehi- 
cles, besides an abundance of common eartben- 
ware ; rope *, with kuass and breatl to refresh the 
sober, and bari’els of spirit to stupify the drunk- 
ard — of which, indeed, there was no scarcity, 
either of men or women. 

Being too jaded to ])roceed farther, I thought 
myself fortunate in lieirig able to pass the night 
in a cask ; nor did I think this mode of passing 
the night, a novel one; often, veiy often, have I 
in the fastnesses of Spain and Portugal passed the 
night in a similar style. Here I usurp the place 
of crockery, there I usurped that of wine: here 
in the land of liberality, there in that of non-en- 
tity. Arrived at Pavlovo, distant fourteen miles, 
over a cross road, and a beautiful as well as fertile 
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valley, studded with villages, in the midst of which 
the Oka makes its <'ourse. 

Pavlovo is placed in a bay on the left l)ank of 
the Oka, which is crowded with small vessels. It 
is said to eontain eight thousand workmen, and 
is the private property of General SheremetiofF, 
the head of which family, a minor, is possessed of 
one hundred and sixty thousand peasants. The 
genei’al’s property is, however, a vile dirty place; 
hut the suiTounding country, and the view of it 
from the palace, is very fine. 

I had not an opportunity of viewing the im- 
mense iron-works here carried on, l)eing anxious 
to get on towards Nisliney Novgorod, which I en- 
tered on the evening of the next day. I had 
previously passed through Selo-Bogorodskoye, 
where I underwent a second lecture for smoking 
in the village. The elder of the village spared 
me, doubtless, however, on the same grounds as 
had excused me on a previous occasion. The 
country appeared extremely pojnilous, and I felt 
highly pleased with my walk on the elevated 
banks of the Oka, and in witnessing its numerous 
establishments of tanners and dyers, with such 
extensive ii’on-works, that the neighbourhood of 
Pavlovo has been justly termed the Birmingham 
of Russia. 
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The entrance to Nishney Novgorod is c?:ecrable, 
from tlie extreme filthiness of the suburhs ; but 
descending a steep liill, I found myself in a busy 
and crowded market, Ax here I procured a droshky, 
and proceeded to the du elling of Baron Bode, to 
whom I carrietl a recommendatory letter. He 
received me kindly, placing me for board in his 
OAvn house, Avhile for lodging 1 pi'eferred the open 
air of his garden : there, with my knapsack for a 
pillow, I passed the night more pleasantly than 
I should have done on a bed of down, Avdiich the 
Baron mttst sincerely pressed iiu; to accept. The 
city is large, scatteicd, and somewhat ill buiit, 
but evidently improving. I’lds is evinced by tlie 
number of new' buildings wliicli have been erect- 
ed, in consc(|uenec c»f tlie edcL'i.ilesl fair called 
Makarieff heisig transplaiiti'd hither, 'i’he up- 
per part of the city, in w hitrh the governor, chief 
officers, and military reside, is of course the i)est. 
Its situation is ])ccidiarly pleasant and airy, though 
surrounded by tlie stubborn remaiiis of the old 
citadel and Tartar w'all. The lower town, wliieli 
may be termed the St, Giles’s of the city, is occu- 
pied principally by persons engaged in merchan- 
dise. 

Nishney Novgorod, in contradistinction to Great 
Novgorod, owes its existence to the great duke 
V’assil, who thus named it when he caused its in- 
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habitants to be traiis|jlanted there from the ^reat 
yty before named. Its inhabitants, Russians and. 
Tartai’s, amount to fifteen or sixteen thousand, 
though its visitors during the fair probably make 
its population at that time from one hundred 
and twenty to one hundred and fifty thousand. 
Among them may be seen Chinese, Persians, Cir- 
cassians, Armenians, Tartars, Bucharians, Jews 
(of course), and a specimen besides of almost 
every European nation. I’he fair, in point of 
value, is considered as second to none in Europe ; 
the business done, being estimated at nearly two 
hundred millions of roubles. This computation 
may probably allow a deduction of about one half, 
but in any case the government derives from it 
a very considerable revenue. The buildings on 
the site for the fair are in a forward state, but 
will still require many years, and several millions 
of money, to complete. The situation is consi- 
dered highly eligible, and the plan is liy General 
Betancourt, an eminent Spanish engineer. 

The eligibility of the new site is, notwithstand- 
ing, fairly questionable, as it is not enth’ely I’e- 
moved from the danger of an inundation by the 
Oka, from the river giving indications, at no dis- 
tant 2>eriod, of shifting its channel, — in which case 
the consequences must be fatal. A canal has re- 
cently been cut so as to make this part an island. 
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instead of a peninsula as before, ~a measure wbldi, 
in my opinion, contributes to weaken the fouhda^* 
tion, because the canal lies streamward of the 
fair, and consequently, at the rises or freshes of 
the river, it is liable to be completely overflbwed. 
Wlien it is I'ecollccted that the last overflowing of 
the Volga formed a ncAv bank of seven feet high 
above the common bed of the river between the 
city and the fair, it is not too much to fear that 
it may serve to change the course of the river, 
whose extra rise was last year thii’ty-five feet. 
And should the new-formed bank prove a solid 
foundation, tind resist for some years the impe- 
tuosity of tlje stream, there will then be no other 
outlet but the very site of the fair, as it stands 
nearly opposite to the place where the Oka dis- 
charges its waters into the Volga. Many people 
tliink, and, it appears to me, reasonably, that 
lower down the Volga, as at Kazan or Bokorotsk, 
were more eligible places for the fair. When its re- 
moval Ijecame indispensaldc, 

Nishney Novgorod is, also, too near St. Peters- 
burg, and too far from Persia, Astrachan, Bucha- 
ria, and China, to be conveniently reached in one 
season, because the latter journeys are against, 
while the former is with, the stream. Had Kazan 
or Bokorotsk been selected, the voyage would 
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have Ijeen more nearly equalized, both in time 
and exijense. 

I was shewn over the fair by a Spanish gentle- 
man, now an ofRcer of engineers of Russia, and 
with whose family in Granada in Spain, I had 
lately resided. He is married to the daughter of 
General Betancourt, chief of his department. I 
dined with him and two other Spanish colonels, 
as well as a young Muscovy Englishman, the 
whole party even here, in the very heart of 
Russia, talking only the Spanish language. 

His Excellency the Governor received me with 
customary attention ; but I was not so fortunate 
as to meet his amiable lady, an Englishwoman. 
The tmth was, her servant would not admit me, 
judging, no doubt, from the length of my beard 
and shabbiness of my dress, that I must be a Jew, 
or something worse. Thus denied, I embarked, 
in a freak of fancy, on board a lighter bound to 
Kazan, the better to enjoy the beautiful scenery 
of the Volga; having previously, and only just 
in time, been supplied with provisions, and a pair 
of English shooting-shoes (my constant godsends), 
through the kindness of my excellent host Baron 
Bode. 



CHAPTER IV. 


The Volga— SfaBurjcit—Kusinofleiniansk — I cliebacksar — “■ 
; Kazan — Perm— Koungouv — Souksoum, Demi- 

^pflTs Zavod — Achitskaya Krepost— Krasnonfinsk- Be- 
lirobtuefsky Zavod^ — Ekatlierineboiirg — Berezofsky — Ka- 
miabloff-^Tuiwen—Tcboisk. 

i AM now on the magnificent Volga. The lighter 
on board which I had embarked did not depart 
for thirty-six hours, and I felt too much of the 
sailor in me to quit her: in short, I considered 
myself as one of the crew, working my passage, 
and as such employed myself. Nothing was de- 
manded of me but to row the boat ashore for the 
captain, and now and then a glass of vodkey. 
This I was content to submit to, till I found 
that some grog and more tobacco, was followed 
by the demand of still more grog, which my purse 
could very ill bear. I was therefore very well 
pleased when the anchor was weighed, and we 
descended the stream ; but so slow was our pro- 
gress, that we kept the heights of N ovgorod in 
sight for two days, being frequently obliged to 
anchor, with the ever-dunning sound of “ Vodkey- 
Batiushka,” or gin, master. The vessel I was in 
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measured about two hundred and fifty tons, per- 
^ fectly flat bottomed, and drawing but five feet 
water. At length, losing sight of Nishney Nov- 
gorod, we pas^d many islands and villages, the 
latter always on the right bank, and oji the left 
. an uninterrupted low moorish heath. The 
strength of the current I calculated at two knots 
and a half. 

The variety and singular appearance of the 
different craft on the Volga, not a little surprised 
and amused me, as well as the innumerable dif- 
ferent ways in which they were propelled. The 
present season of the year, that immediately 
preceding the fair, is the best for the navigation 
of the Volga, when l)arks from one thousand tons 
to the size of a canoe, all promiscuously float 
together. They ai'e generally provided Avith one 
mast, which, in the largest, may equal a frigate’s 
main-mast. The weight of the mat-sail must be 
j)rodigious, having no fewer than a hundred and 
sixty breadths in it; and yet the facility with 
which it is managed will bear comparison with 
that of the Yankies, rvith their boom main-sail 
in the fore and aft clippei*s. They are generally 
Avorked by fi’oni fifteen to forty people. The 
rudder is a ponderous machine, in many cases 
suspended from the stern post, and yet towing 
astern twelve and fifteen feet; the tillers of 
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which I have ascertained from measurement to 
be from thirty to forty feet long, and all ivorked 
by the hand. 

The soil on either side is clay and chalk, and the 
wood fir and birch. The inhabitants of the vil- 
lages are the inoffensive and ignorant Fins, a 
race of people more approximating to the cha- 
racter of the Gallegos in Lisbon, than any other 
class of people I have seen. Their great con- 
tent, and small possessions, are in both a promi- 
nent feature. We reached Makarieff, after a 
tedious and vexatious voyage, vexatious from 
the annoyance of the horse-flies and mosquitoes. 
I was fairly put to the alternative, whether, during 
my sleep, I would be suffocated or devoured. I 
preferred the former, as smacking raore^ of hu- 
manity, wrapping myself up close in a spare sail, 
with three others of the crew. 

Makarieff is the first inhabited spot, from 
Nishney Novgorod, on the left bank of the Volga; 
a straggling, and ill-built place, although a large 
monastery, at one extremity, appears to strive 
hard to acquire for it an appearance of respecta- 
bility. The great fair, which is now held' at 
Nishney Novgorod, was formerly held here ; but 
was removed on the destruction of its site by 
fire, wilfiilly, as is supposed. Many vessels, 
loaded with tallow, hides, and iron, were then 
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lying off ' it wind-bound, rather than work op 
between the numerous islands, shoals, and sand- 
banks, between this place and Novgorod. I re- 
marked, with pleasure, the knowledge; these 
otherwise ignorant fellows have of the power of 
the rudder, performing all the close shades, like 
a fleet of colliers in the Thames. 

At Makarieff I noticed the ixtrnost height to 
which the Volga had risen last season — being 
eighteen feet perpendicular height, at one Imn- 
dred and fifty feet distance from the nearest 
edge of the river, whicti is still going down. 
Having remained at anchor two days, and paid 
toll at a place called Vasilisomski, which is a 
sort of sound, where loaded vessels ])ay one and 
a half, and those in ballast one rouble — (no slight 
sinecure) — we departed with a fresh and favour- 
able gale, passing fleets of vessels, at anchor and 
under sail. If the trade of the place were to 
be computed from the number of vessels, without 
respect to their value, the Volga would indeed 
be a second Thames. 

We soon reached Kusmodemiansk, a large and 
populous town, on the right bank of the river, 
with four neat churches, pleasantly situated at the 
base and extremity of that chain of lofty hills, 
which rise in succession from Nishney Novgorod, 
and here abruptly terminate. The left bank of 
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the river still preserved its desolate and ambealthy 
appearance. The next halting-plfice was Tche- 
backsar, where the river is very shallow, and en- 
cumbered with shifting banks ; and here we were 
again detained by foul winds, as well as the neg- 
ligence or laziness of the crew, till I began to feel 
tired of my aquatic excursion, the river offering so 
very little worthy of notice. I would fain have 
pursued rny route by land, but was prevented by 
my bag of copper money, which, although its 
value was not a guinea, was, at least, sixty pounds 
weight. Leaving it was, of course, totally out of 
the question : I had, therefore, no remedy but 
patience. 

At Tchebacksar I again laid in a stock of Re- 
visions, confoi-mably to agreement. It consisted of 
barley, rye, flour, with oil, and black bread. I had 
hitherto messed with the crew, whose diet was 
wholesome, although rather new to me, consisting 
of the above flour, boiled, and stewed down with 
water and oil. He who likes burgoo, must re- 
lish casha ; and it was with extreme pleasure that 
I received the spoon into my hand, in my proper 
turn, to partake of this humble fare. This we 
did three times a day, and I had the happy con-; 
sciousness of its perfect cleanliness, as I myself 
stood cook. Provisions, in general, may be here 
considered cheap ; bread, a halfpenny per pound ; 
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beer, a halfpenny per bottle; eggs, three pence 
per dozen ; and milk, a farthing per bottle. 
Animal food I know nothing about, not having 
bought any. 

Passed the village of Vutchi, ' jdaced between 
two elevated table-hills. A monastery, with four 
churches, flanked with a thick forest of ever- 
greens, gave it a pleasing appearance. A boat 
came alongside from the monastery, with a poor- 
box, into which I put two pence, no small sum in 
this part of the world. Upon reaching the little 
hamlet of Kushuga, our crew quitted us, with bag 
and baggage, two long-bearded gentlemen taking 
charge of the craft to Kazan ; a trifling incident, 
but which powerfully reminded me of the neces- 
sity of impressment. We w'^ere now anxiously 
looking out for Kazan, and the distant countries 
became more elevated, and well-wooded with lofty 
oaks. Siviatski, with its reinnant of an old stone 
castle, was the last interesting spot I observed, 
before I reached Kazan. The left bank of the 
river, except at the single town of Makarieff, is 
one universal waste. From the Volga to the city, 
is about three miles of a low flat ; and this I walk- 
ed on Tuesday the 22d of June, and the 12th 
day from Novgorod, being about the same time 
that I shoidd have taken in going by land. 

This celebrated city, on nearing it from the 
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westward, greatly resembles Badajos on its ap-- 
proach from Elvas. The extended view, the 
river in 'front, the fortress on the left, and the 
distant elevated lands to the southward. The 
dirty suburbs, situate on a marshy swamp, the 
principal residence of the Tartar inhabitants, is 
the next indication of Kazan ; the last was after 
crossing the Kazanka, when the noblest part of 
this noble city fronts you in fid! view. I passed 
on to the hospitable abode of the learned professor 
Fuchs. 

The extensive province of Kazan is watered by 
the noble Volga and beautiful Kama. Its popula- 
tion is reckoned at nine hundred thousand, com- 
jK)sed of Tartars, Fins, Votiaki, Tchuvoshi, and 
Russians, ‘«,nd a few Mordvsvs. Near five hundred 
thousand of these inhabitants are j)easants or 
slaves, four-fifths of wliom belong to the ci'own, 
and the rest to the different nobility of Kazan. 
The trade of the province is said to be great, ex- 
porting vast quantities of tanned and untanned 
leather, besides about two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand poods [36 lbs English] of soap, made from 
the fat of the Astrachan seals. Potash is also a 
thriving concern. The gold and silver embroidery 
of boots, shoes, slippers, bonnets, &c. employs a 
great numlrer of ireople. The province is low and 
wet, and to its acknowledged unhealthiness the 
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iinpvirity of the water greatly contributes. The 
IP’catest heat is 29®, and the greatest cold 33® of 
Reaumur’s scale. The Volga is navigable alwitt 
two hundred days in the year. The province is 
in genei’al well cultivated, and exports prodigious 
quantities of com to the capitals. The revenue 
is estimated at sixteen millions of roubles [or about 
700,000/., a rouble being lOt/. of our money]; 
and of these, spirits alone furnish four millions, 
the consumption of which, in the city only, on a 
feast day, is said to amount to the value of five 
thousand roubles, and on ordinary days to about 
fifteen hundred. 

The city of Kazan is considered as second only 
to the capitals, containing nearly forty thousand 
inhabitants, of which twelve thousand are Tartai’s. 
On the pi’esent state of the city, it is hardly fair 
to give an opinion, rising as it is from the ashes of 
a fire scarcely five years extinguished. It liad 
formerly a cathedral on the site of the ancient 
mosque, as also a palace ; both were destroyed by 
an explosion in the citadel. The destraction of 
the city was indeed nearly complete, and it is 
difficult to conceive how any vestige could remain, 
a high wind driving a mass of flame over houses 
built, and streets absolutely paved, with wood. 
These wooden buildings and pavements have been 
discountenanced by the Emperor j who has held 



jfe archiepiscopalj and the seat of an imiversity. 
It^as several handsdine churches, four of which 
heldiig to ttie Rascolnicks^ besides ma -Tartar 
tndsquesi and some Convents. The church of 8t. 
Peter and St. Paul is a |i^dsome stone edifice, 
erected at the expense 1(1%; private gentleman in 
honour ^ Peter the Cb^eat, in eonsidm'atlon of 
that monarch’s having made his residence st-fealt-. 
is^-place during one: of his journeys. In Kazan 
al^ is a church, which ^vc rise id that beau^* 
tiM buildings the Kazan churCh, at^i^aint Pe^ 
tersbui^, though its architectmd 'f^uid seem to^ 
denote a theatre. I dined with her eminence 
the abbess, for so she is styled. She had the 
benevolence to present me with an image of their 
smnt, virhich Vras to act as a><d)arm against other- 
wise inevitalde mischief. I accepted it, of Course, 
with due ri^erence, wl^otit anyi strong in 
its basted vitifesi— an estimate, which it will be 
^en by expmience was fidly vindicated. The 
tody, the oriptiai 6f this image, lives twelve miles 
firom Kazhn, to which, however, she makes an 
aimuiBd visit, and collects, tirom the bonnty of 
her itolievem, sufiidenf: ^ support her the ensu- 
ing year. ■' ’ ;5-y 4 -; 

I vidted the HotCl ies^ Ji^ies, a club formed of 
themdbllli^^ .filter of whom daily dine 
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there, iudejicndevit of easual travellers, who have 
free aecc'ss upon moderate terms. A friendly sort 
of intercourse is thus kept up, and the news of the 
day emanates from the club, in a manner which 
the servile press dares not attempt. Billiards and 
cards are the set amusements of the club, it Ijeing 
a custom of Russian idlers to play boston before 
and after dinner. They then retire to business, or 
to sleep, meeting again in the evening to repeat 
(he entertainment over a cup of tea. Speaking 
of the word boston, it is rather a curious circiun- 
stance, that such an Anglo-amu.sement .shoirld 
have become exclusively the adoption of the em- 
pire of Russia: — under the wings of the eagle it 
was brought forth, and there it is still fostered. 
Among the numerous individuals here from whom 
I received marked attention, I should specially 
notice the Governor and Vice-governor ; the prince 
Uavidotf, director of the iK>st ; and prince Teni- 
sheff, general in the army, and head of a military 
commission, not forgetting my friend the professor. 
Both the princes ai’e of Tartar origin, though their 
character and conduct would do honour to the 
proudest rank of polished society. I attemled a 
fete given by the latter prince at his villa, seven- 
teen versts from the city. If the learned Dr. 
Clarke had been living and present, he woidd 
have found, in the delicacy and decorum every 
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where prevalent, a strong proof that a Russian 
counta'y-house is net now, at least, such £Ui he has 
described it. 

A Russian prince, count, or baron, descended 
from a Russian family, is always a nobleman, 
without any military, civil, or honoi-aiy distinc- 
tion. But no person of those ranks, whose origin 
has been Tartar, Asiatic, or Foreign, has any 
claim whatever to nobility, beyond the other free 
individuals of the empire ; the title is iiideed here- 
ditary, and descends in the same wholesale man- 
ner as in Germany, but it gives no rank or privi- 
lege whatever. Without the addition of military 
or civil rank, title Ls rather a disadvantage to the 
possessor, as the empire expects from every man 
of respectability a three years’ service in the army, 
navy, or civil departments. After this, he may 
retire with credit ; yet, so salutary is the elfect of 
this custom, that the retirement of an officer is of 
extremely rare occuiTence. In case, however, of 
any change of inclination, they are permitted, 
witlun certain limitations, to vary the nature of 
the service: thus, an officer of the navy may 
change to the army or civil department — an 
officer of the army to the civil department, but 
not lo the navy ; but an officer of the civil ser- 
vice cannot exchange into either army or navy; 
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— ^tlius, forming a Strong inducement td them to 
commence^ at least, with the profession of arms. 

A prince is not, from that circumstance, a 
nGhlemati, though an officer, of whatever rank, is: 
and by his becoming a major in the army, or cap- 
tain of the navy, he entails . upon his children, 
without limit, the rank of nobility. The rank 
of women in Russia is fixed, like their condition, 
for better of Worse, according to that of their 
husbands. If a woman not noble marries a slave, 
she degrades herself to his condition ; while a 
woman slave, liecoming united to a freeman, 
becomes free. But in Russia, every thing is at 
the disposal of the Emperor: titles, privileges, 
rank, and fortune, are regulated by his will. And 
formerly, when it was no uncommon thing for 
an Emperor to give the benefit of a Siberian air 
to ministers, counts, and other dignitaries of the 
empire, it was not unusual to accompany the 
seclusion with the loss of honours, hereditary 
rank, of fortune, and even of the very name. 
The latter circumstance never, indeed, took place 
but when the person was charged with a ciirae. 
But this arbitrary exercise of power has certainly 
not occurred during the present Emperor’s reign, 
nor w'ould the exercise of such a prerogative be 
tolerated for any length of time. 
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The govcnior of Kazan was good enough to 
make up a pmt of my lost time, by giving me 
a lift towards Penn; and on the 25th of June, I 
departed in a kibitka, taking a last view of the 
city from Tzaritzino. Crossed the Kama, which 
enters the Volga at forty miles below Kazaji. 
The road had been very fine, and the country 
fertile in corn and flax, the principal productions. 
The appearance of the crops was good, and the 
preparations for the haiwest cast a lively and 
agreeable feature upon the joiuTney. I overtook 
great numbers of men and lioys returning to their 
homes, having carried vessels down the Kama, 
and thence into the Volga. The country on the 
east side of the Kama becomes wild and dreary, 
through forests of fir, birch, and po{)lars. The 
weather was sultiy, and the mosquitoes trouble- 
some ; and there was nothing to delight the eye; 
or interest the feelings, excejit the niunerous 
Tartar villages, which lie scattered at every five 
or six miles distance. Many of the Viatka race, 
a handsome people, are in the neighbourhood. 
Although I had ceased for the present to be a 
pedestrian, I did not, from whatever cause, re- 
ceiv'e so great civility as I had been accustomed 
to. The conduct of the postilion to the poor 
peasantry was not such as to induce my forming 
a favourable opinion of the Permian executiv'cs. 
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I coulii not help rej^retting that the present mode 
of forwanling the post alTonls no security against 
fraud, cruelty, and abuse. The moment these 
postilions andve at a station, they fiy to the kabak, 
or gin-shop, where they loiter away half an hour 
in drinking, &c. When the postilion is ready to 
start, fie holds out his hand with the same avidity 
and mechanical appearance as a lawyer or jihysi- 
cian would do ; generally a rouble, or a couple, 
according to the length of the station, or number 
of horses, is given, to prevent — what? Why, to 
prevent the free exercise of their high powers in 
driving the horses at so furious a rate, as to en- 
danger not only the lives of the poor animals, but 
of the driver and other persons going with him. 
The forwarding of the post being by contract 
between the Government and the individual, is 
thus liable to a most intolerable abuse : of course 
the owner of the horses will sooner jiart with a 
couple of shillings, than i‘un the risk of losing one 
of his horses liy being overdriven, a circumstance 
which not unfreipiently ha[)pens. At present 
there is but one favourable consideration in the 
post-office department ; that is, its extraordinary 
speed, which I shall liave occasion hereafter to 
notice. 

On the 4th day I entered Perm, thoroughly 
fatigued with the jolting of the kibitka, although 
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the road was very fine, lying invariably through 
thick woods, with but two towns, and most un- 
prepossessing villages, all the way from Kazan. 

Having delivered a letter to the Director of the 
Post, who understood no language but the Rus- 
sian, he recommended me to the care and atten- 
tion of a Mr. Berg, formerly a Lieutenant in the 
Russian navy, now an author, and a rich man- 
advantages which seldom accompany each other. 
His knowledge of the English language, as weU 
as his hospitality and urbanity, made his company 
highly valuable. He had made the tour of the 
world with Commodore Kruzenstem, and was 
consecjuently able to give me a great deal of use- 
ful information. 

Perm is the capital of a Province, and a con- 
siderable city, built liy the Empress Catherine, 
at the time that gi’eat princess increased the 
number of governments from fourteen to forty- 
seven ; convinced that a due administration of 
justice could not take place, where the govem- 
ments are so extensive. The city stands on the 
right bank of the Kama, covered on three sides 
by a thick forest, whose trees reach to the very 
gates of the city. It is regularly and handsomely 
built, and contains about eight thousand inhabi- 
tants ; the whole province numbers eight bun- 
dled thousand, consisting of Russians, Bashkires, 
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Tcheremiss, Tepteiy and Vangoles. The Bash- 
kires, a numerous race, arc said to be descendants 
of the Tartars, who inhabited the district between 
the Don, the Volga, and the Ural mountains, and 
are probably of the same family with the Tartars 
of Kazan. They were originally wanderers, but 
since their subjection to Russia, have applied 
themselves to agriculture, and the breeding of 
cattle, especially of horses. These they have 
learnt to manage with facility, and even with 
grace ; and yet, even this has not destroyed that, 
perhaps, most savage of their original habits, the 
feeding upon their carcases. Their character is 
worse than indifferent, I)eing lazy, and tyrannical 
towards their wives, to whose care, nevertheless, 
they owe every thing. They are handsome, both 
in fonn and features, and are fond of medals and 
fanciful ornaments, or dresses. Both sexes dress 
nearly alike, in large trowsers, and a loose gown, 
fastened round the waist with a silk sash. Their 
heads are usually shaved, and covered with a cap 
decorated with embroidery ; as are likewise their 
boots. 

There is but one public school in Perm, and 
that of small repute, and the state of society, and 
of education, in general are at a low ebb ; yet 
Perm is a thriving place, being rich in its pro- 
vincial exports, which from the local situation 
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must all go through the capital. The export of 
iron is said to equal five millions of poods, which, 
with six millions of poods of salt, seventy thou- 
sand poods of copper, seventeen of gold, and two 
millions and a half of coined roubles from Eka- 
therinebourg, form no bad criterion for estimating 
the riches of the goveroment. Perm yields a 
gross revenue of ten millions of roubles, which, on 
a deduction of seven for its expenses, leaves a 
net revenue of three millions, exactly equalling 
the copper money and gold^ collected from the 
sands of Ekatherinebourg. The soil is in general 
good; com is both cheap and abundant, being 
exported in great quantities. The face of the 
country is generally level, till nearing the Sibe- 
rian frontiers, at the base of the Ural mountains, 
which separate Europe from Asia. The impor- 
tance of these mountains seems to be little felt 
or understood by the Russian government, though 
there can be no doubt of their containing sources 
of wealth all but inexhaustible. 

I left Pei’in on the 8th of Jidy, on one of the 
finest roads in the world. At three miles I pas- 
sed an exceedingly fertile spot, beautifully re- 
flected from the dark woods, which skirt it even 
to the horizon. Before reaching the first station, 
I had passed five villages in a delightful walk, 
the beauty of which did not afterwards diminish. 
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while the Kama seemed to travel by iny side. The 
road is good, as far as Kongoiir, and the country 
fertile, witli lulls traversing it in all directions. 
The valleys are filled with villages, nursed in the 
bosom of peace, and fed with the abundance of 
])lenty, of which blessings they are not, from their 
local sitxiation, likely to be soon deprived. 

Koungour, formerly the cajatal of several pro- 
vince.s, has now little or nothing to boast of be- 
sides the beauty of its situation. After dinner 
I readied Saliarsk, a village, eighteen miles, where 
I put up fiir the night. It lies in a well-Avooded 
country, and whose lands are economized and 
attended to in a manner worthy of the disciples 
of Englishmen. Koungour appears to me to be an 
elevated level ; for I consider that the grand base 
of the Ural mountains commences from Perm. 

From Koungour I reached Souksoum, Demi- 
doff’s Zavod, viz. iron-woj’ks, a large, long, but 
busy place, on the boi’ders of a lake, where is a 
considerable iron manufactory, as well as distil- 
lery. The situation is in a deep hollow, sur- 
rounded by thickly clad hills of fir. Unlike the 
people of Kazan, I found the inhabitants a chur- 
lish race; but being in good heJilth and si)irits, I 
took little heed, simply shewing my pass|>ort and 
open order to the police as a hint for proper 
treatment. The elders of the villages and I 
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were, however, sure to be good friends ; so long 
as milk, black bread, and kuass, with some- 
times soup, were to be purchased. To these 
were added, a glass of cordial at the kabak or 
gin-shoi), procured gratis by an order from the 
farmer-general, and which latter I divided with 
my friends. 

As I approached the frontiers of Silieria I began 
to give way to groundless, though perhaps natural 
apprehensions; and indeed as 1 neared such a sup- 
posed scene of cruelty and misery, I became com- 
pletely agitated. Hitherto Providence had pi-o- 
tected me, but although I felt tliankful for the 
past, I could not but be concerned for the futiwe, 
reasonably doubting how, where, and when my 
pilgiimage would end. 

Pursuing my route, I reached the sixth station, 
charmed with the beauty of the surrounding 
scenery. And if I might judge of the number 
of its inhabitants by the quantity of cultivated 
land, I should say it was one of the most popu- 
lous, as well as finest spots I had ever seen. 
Achitskaya Krepost was the next large village 
with a good post-house. Hence the road turns 
off to the south, to the summit of a range of 
hills, which commanded an extensive prospect of 
a lovely scene, to which a slight fall of rain had 
given increased freshness, brilliancy, and beauty. 
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I passed a large unemployed distillery, the pro- 
j)erty of the government, as indeed are all others 
on this side the Ural mountains, the government 
having monopolized the sale of spirits throughout 
the Euro])ean dominions. If the mcu’c increase 
of the public revenue may wai’rant such a mea- 
sure, there can no more be said. But whatever 
may be the direct benefit to the treasury of 
carrying on business to the amount of thirty mil- 
lions of roubles per annum, its mischievous ten- 
dency in eT)riching a few individuals at the 
expense of as many thousands, is incalculable. 
By farming the distilleries, a system of plunder 
is j)racticaliy encouraged, while the losers in the 
long run are the poor peasantry, who receive a 
trash of spirit, far below the proof, it being, to 
ray knowledge, doubly and trebly watered : nor 
can the retailers of such stutf get back their 
money in any other manner. 

The situation of a vice-governor tlms becomes 
one of the greatest value, receiving in some in- 
stances half a million of roubles, or ui>wards of 
twenty thousand pounds sterling, a year. Two 
direct means of a vice-governor’s enriching him- 
self are, the percentage upon every vedro or 
anker of spirits sold in the province, and a cer- 
tain sum paid by the retailers for their licences. 
By these alone, a vice-governor may annually put 
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into liis> own pocket not less than four hundred 
thousand roubles. It is the duty of a vice- 
governor to visit the dilferent distilleries and 
kabaks, oi’ gin-sliops, to ascertain wliether the 
s{)irits be adulteraled : having already received 
his bribe from the fariner-gc'iiei'al of the ])rovince, 
he of course finds no fault. 'I’he latter of these 
gentlemen then makes his own visit, to examine 
whether tlie I’etaih'rs have not still more adul- 
terated it than v, as allowed in the first instance : 
the affirmative is a matter of course, but <)n a di- 
vision of the spoils, no fault is found. Lastly, 
comes the secretary or tierk of the farmer-ge- 
neral, w ho finds tlio s[)irit still further adultei’ated, 
and who having in his hands the poiver of pu- 
nishment, even to the Avithdrawdng of the li- 
cence, becomes a particiiiator of the last s[)oils. 
To make uj) these immense subductions, another 
and another portion of w\at(;r is added to the spi- 
rit, all of Avhich is valued to the poor peasant as 
genuine. The op|)ression, before heavy enough, 
is thus doubled uj)on him, as the rveaker tlie spi- 
rit, the niore he finds it necessary to consume. 
This system fif robbery is mainly owing to the 
palpably inefficient provision made by the govern- 
ment for officers of all ranks, who are thus tempt- 
ed by indirect means to seek a compensation for 
their sei’tices. 
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Krasnoiifilisk, wliich I rf'ached next, is situated 
in a fertile valk'V at the foot of two i)eaked moun- 
tains. It is a scattered and ill-built place, but 
in a fine [>roductive country, and from the top of 
the mountains commands an extensive view of 
the river Ufa, meandering from one side of the 
horizon to the other, but generally immersed in 
one continuous fog. The town is frequently 
overflowed, and thence, doubtless, is considered 
unhealthy. The establishment is new, for tlie 
old ostrog. or ad't’anccil foi'tress, is still ke{)t up, to 
oppose any |)ossible incursion of their southern 
neighljours. 

A deputation of the inhabitants waited upon 
me, to i-equest I \vould remain a couple of days, 
to be })resent at a dinner to be given in honour of 
the first Englishman who liad visited the [)lace. 
I felt the compliment, nationally, but thought 
best to decline it, as perfectly unmerited by the 
individual, independently of my anxiety to get 
forward ; and therefore returned to Achitskaya 
Krepost. Thenee to Bisserskaya Krepost, over 
eighteen miles of uncultivated country, after which 
I gently ascended a considerable elevation into the 
bosom of the Ural mountains, where not a ves- 
tige of cultivation exists besides young firs and 
birch. The air was exceedingly cold on the sum- 
mit. At noon I sto]>|XHl at the last European 
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staiion, called Kii’gishantsky Krepost, and at the 
last Enropcan residence, where I dined. The 
good people had resolved I should not leave this 
paramount quarter of the globe with any trace 
of dissatisfaction, as young childi’en continually 
presented me witli wild strawberries and cream : 
the strawberi'ies were of an excellent flavour, 
and it is the custom of these poor people to pre- 
sent the traveller with such fruit during the 
season. I received the present, standing with one 
foot in Asia and the other in Europe, surrounded 
on all sides by lofty mountains, covered, however, 
with nothing but brush wood. 

In the evening I reached the first station in 
Asia, called Groborskoy, a post-town ; and next 
day, w'ith a stout heart, descended the Siljerian 
part of the Ural chain, to Belimluiiefsky Zavod, 
or Iron Foundry, on the banks of the Tschusova, 
where there are many handsome buildings. Early 
the ensuing morning I reached Ekatherinebourg, 
having passed in safety the mighty barriers which 
divide Europe from Asia. The ascent and de- 
scent are so nearly imperceptible, that were it not 
for the precipitous banks every where to be seen, 
the traveller would hardly suppose he had crossed 
a range of hills. As far as this frontier town of 
Siberia, I had travelled through one continued 
forest of pine-trees, and for twenty miles nothing 
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met the eye but fire-wood, grown for the use of 
the Imperial falirieks. 

On 7'efiching the Asiatic side of the Ural 
chain, I coidd not help remarking that the in- 
habitants of all the villages were much more civil, 
more hospitable, and more cleaidy dressed ; and 
in no one instance woidd they accept of money 
for the food 1 had occasion to procure. I never 
entered a cottage, but shtshee (a cabbage soup) 
with meat, milk and bread, were immediately 
placed before me unasked ; nor coidd any en- 
treaty of mine induce them to receive a higher 
reward than a pii>e of tobacco, or a glass of vodka 
(whisky). In short, to prevent uselessly troubling 
the inhabitants, I was obliged to consign my 
nearly exliausted ])urse to the care of my knaji- 
sack, renouncing the hacknied and unsocial cus- 
tom of paying for food. Another remark which 
attends the traveller on quitting Europe, is the 
fact of his leaving the land of oak, not a vestige 
of that tree being visilile, I believe, in Asia. The 
sable is, however, met with, an animal which is 
never found to the westward -of the Ural chain 
of mountains. It is also confidently asserted that 
mice taken from one side to the other will not 
survive: thus, nightingales in Devonshire, sables 
in America, or martins in Asia, are, I believe, 
looked for as snow in Equatorial Africa. 
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Among Other proofs of their civility, or rather 
of the interest n'hich Russians take in foreigners,' 
as well as the means they have of making them- 
selves understood, one very strong one occurred to 
me in a small village. I had leai’iit so much of 
the language, as to know that kchorosho is the 
Russian word for well, but not that kchiulo tvas 
the translation for bad. My host being a good 
sort of a blunt fellow, was discoursing upon the 
impropriety of travelling as I did. As I could not 
comprehend him, I was impatient to go, but he 
persisted in detaining nu; till he had made me 
understand the meaning of kchudo. My ex- 
treme stupidity offered a powerful l)arrier to his 
design ; l)ut a smart slap on one cheek, and a kiss 
on the other, followed by tlie words kchudo and 
kchorosho soon cured my dulncss, and I laughed 
heartily in s})ite of tliis mode of instruction. 

Ekatherinebourg is the key of Siberia, and 
hence, a post at which passj)orts axe most rigo- 
rously examined. Yet on making known my in- 
tention to stop at the house of a Mr. Majoi', an 
Englishman, and an officer in the College of 
Mines, I was not only pennitted to pass, but, in 
Mr. Major’s absence, another lodging was pro- 
cured me. This was in the dwelling of a Mr. 
Mohr, a low' plodding German, of w'hom theie are 
too many in Ekatherineixoui'g. It is a well-built 
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city, foimdeti by Catherine, near the source of 
the Iset, containing fifteen thousand inhabitants. 
There is a large fabric belonging to the Empe- 
ror, for polishing and preparing vases, xirns, slabs, 
and the like, as well as, to d{'posit selections of 
mineralogy and precious stories for the fbnnation 
of cabinets, lliere ai-e also numerous large iron 
and copper foundcries in the neighbourhood of 
Bkatherinebourg, the latter of which supply the 
mint of the city with metal for coining three 
millions of copper roubles annually. The coin 
is badly executed, being chipped and cracked the 
first moment it is issued, nor is the metal better; 
and no care is taken to select or recoin any of 
this wretched money. The copper mines are 
near three hundred miles distant from tlie city ; 
yet here the inetal is worked up into ingots, 
heated, barred, cut, rounded, cleaned, and stamp- 
ed; and lastly, they may be said to barely jiay 
the salaries of the officers and peasants. 

Near the city the liver is dammed up so as to 
form a sort of lake for the wasliing of the sand, 
which produces the gold ; and close to it is 
the department for smelting that costly metal. 
This is produced from the gold mines of Bere- 
zofsky, distant tw'elve miles ; the cpiantity pro- 
duced is, however, small. The moment a fine 
specimen of pure gold is discovered, it makes its 
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way into the cabinet of some private individual, 
and such specimens are neither few in number, 
nor their intrinsic value small. It is justified on 
the usual gi'ound of the insufficient remuneration 
of the officers, and at present may be considered 
as a fair and natural means of the support of 
government ; for the salaries of officers and men, 
so’ far from having been increased since the days 
of Peter the Great and Catherine, have in reality 
been reduced three fourths. Then the govern- 
ment paid in siiver roubles (3i‘. Ad. sterling) 
— but now in paper, the ciurent value of which is 
9-^t/. When the increased value of provisions, 
and of all other articles, is considered in propor- 
tion with what they wei'e fifty and one hundred 
years ago, it is only fair to put such pilfering to 
the account of necessity lather than to that of 
depravity. Lest in this state of my narrative 
I may l)e misinterpreted, I think it but candid 
and just to tell my readers, that whatever bribery 
and corruption exist in the Russian Empire, I do 
not think they exceed that of more civilized (as 
they are termed) countries. Kissing goes by lavoui’ 
in every quarter of the glolje, but I do not think 
extortion in Russia proceeds so much from avarice 
as from necessity ; the latter has no law npr 
rule to cui’b it, and when backed by an unfeigned 
and ualiinited hospitality, surely the crime is 
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sunk into the necessity of the case. In the midst 
of an abundance of natural wealth, it is true, the 
peasant gets but very little reward for very hard 
tvork ; but as all compidsive labour is reluctantly 
and badly performed, so that in cold and di'eary 
mines might be expected to be of ail others per- 
formed the worst, and the least rewarded. Six 
thousand fine young men are employed in this 
occupation from morn till night through all sea- 
sons : and to sustain, certainly not to reward thb, 
receive a daily allowance of two jjounds of black 
bread, with a suit of clothes and a sum amounting 
to 13 a‘. Gd. sterling yearly : whatever they acquire 
beyond this must be by dishonest means. These 
six thousand individuals produce annually from 
the mines and sands al)out seventeen poods of gold 
and ten of silver, the united value of which is cer- 
tainly under £30,000 sterling : so that the clear 
annual profit to the government, of each of these 
able-bodied men, after even these insuflScient 
means of livelihood, cannot exceed 20jf. a-head. 
But for the imperious necessity of procuring a 
{X)ntinued coinage, in order to support the im- 
mense circulating medium, it may be supposed 
that the Russian government could not hesitate 
for a moment to enfranchise these peasant slaves ; 
as their contribution to the revenue, in the 
way of direct taxation, would infinitely exceed 



the? paltry pvolit accruing iroui their coercivu 
labour ;--to say notiiing of the large projiortion 
which must be deducted for the expenses of an 
establishment, requiring so great a numljer of 
officers, and probably of costly implements. 

At Ekatherineljourg, at the table of tlie ami- 
able cliief, I met a Mr. Roper, an Englishman, 
employed in the mines. After tlinner we visited 
the beds of gold-sand. They seemed al>out six. 
feet deep. The governor api)eared tome too san- 
guine of the results, which can never authome 
the employment of such fine young lads in the 
everlasting washing of the sands, with their feet 
constantly in water. 

From the g(»hl beds I visited the mines of Be- 
rezofsky, the principal working one of winch, -a 
hundred and sixty feet of jjerpendicular depth, 1 
descended. My access was, as in other mines, by 
the staircase, preferring that mode of de^icent to 
the more usual one in this place of being let do\yn 
by the basket. I saw nothing to remark in the 
nature or plan of the employment, though I could 
not but regi'et that the operators were not, as in 
South America, criminals, but peasants belonging 
tf» the Imperial crown. The produce of the mines 
is in the proportion of one guinea’s worth of pure 
gold for every four thousand pounds weight of 
earth. Ninety-six zolotniks are e<pial to a pound. 
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and three zolotniks of gold are produced from 
each hundred poods of earth ; so that even allow- 
ing forty pounds sterling for every pound of gold, 
the utmost value of every one hundred poods of 
earth cannot exceed twenty-fiv'e shillings. The 
sum of the matter is, that His Imj>erial Majesty 
gets five thousand pounds sterling annually from 
the employment of six thousand men, deducting 
only the payment of his officers, a diminution 
which, it will be allowed, is not great. So small 
indeed is the return from the establishment of 
Ekatherinebourg, that I did not think it inappro- 
priate, to say to one of the chief officers, who had 
asked my opinion, that, were it not for the three 
millions of copper roubles which the government 
gained, the whole establishment deserved the air 
of farther Siberia— instead of copper, it should pro- 
duce silver roubles, so inexhaustible are the riches 
of the place. 

The magnificent iron establishment belonging 
to the Yakovleff family, is much better deserving 
of attention. Six thousand peasants are attached 
to it, and at present employed in making bar iron 
for the fair of Nishney-Novgorod, iron plates 
for covering houses, cast-iron utensils of various 
kinds, steam-engines, and immense quantities of 
cutlery, not forgetting the iron images for wor- 
VOL. I. K 



130 


BEHEZOFSKY. 


ship, all finished in a neat and solid manner. The 
buildings appertaining to this establishment are 
equally extensive and substantial; and the situa- 
tion of the overseer, who is a peasant, is worth 
two thousand pounds per annum ! The villages of 
the peasantry are well built, and much liberality 
is evident in every part of the concern, which is 
as profitable, as creditable to the proprietor, whose 
character stands very high; affording no small 
counter pi’oof how much the Imperial works 
are neglected, while those of the individual are 
protected, encouraged, and industriously perse- 
vered in. 

I have ali’eady said that Ekatherinebourg is a 
well-built city. It indeed abounds in public edi- 
fices, bazars, and churches, and is regularly laid 
out in streets; but the inhabitants generally, even 
those Avho may be styled opulent, are hmidsTmn, 
either to the government or to private individuals. 
The gi-eatest proportion of these are Ilaskolnicks,'- 
who some time ago sent one of their own body to 
purchase permission to build a church for the free 
exercise of their own abominable tenets. The 
zealous missionary was also charged with four 
hundred thousand roubles, to make good his way ; 
but neither missionary, nor licence, nor money, 
have been since heard of. This conduct, I should 
think, might be expected from such zealous and 
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intolerant Unitarians of faith ; for whether Greek, 
Catliolic, Protestant, or Methodist, it is one and 
the same thing — he who attempts to interfere 
with an established religion is no tolerant, but a 
bigot, and what are the most civilized part of the 
community about ? 

Quitting Ekatlierineboui'g, I directed my steps 
towards Tobolsk, gratified that I had already en- 
tered Siberia. After ten miles of pleasant walk- 
ing, I reached the hospitable habitation of Mr. 
Major, where I passed a couple of days in an 
agreeable manner, with his wife and three daugh- 
ters, fine young women, and either of them suffi- 
ciently beautiful to arrest the progress of a Sibe- 
rian traveller. Having no time to fall in love, I 
took, at parting with the ladies, advantage of the 
Russian custom, which permitted my kissing 
their hands, while they at the same time honour- 
ed me by saluting my cheek. 

I reached the second station late in the evening, 
and next day remarking with pleasure the cleanli- 
ness and good nature of the inhabitants, reached 
KamishlolT. Kaminsky, a useless cannon-foundery, 
lay in my way. The road is every where excel- 
lent over low swampy, yet well wooded, ground. 
Kamishloff is a pretty little town on the banks of 
the Pyshma, a river but little used, by reason of 
some Mis. There are two thousand inhabitants, 
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occvipying a somewhat flomishing carrying-trade. 
I received the kindcvst attentions from the town 
major (a young militaire, who had been severely 
wounded in the Russian or Napoleon campaigns), 
and from the inspector-general, who was then 
going his rounds. KamishlofT is the last station in 
the government of Perm, a government I felt as 
little regret at quitting, as I had fear of enter- 
ing upon my I'eturn ; it is a place most unfor- 
tunately situated — between Europe and Asia, 
civilization and semi-barbarism — in short, lietween 
vice and virtue. To Tumen, the first station, are 
thirty-six, and to the second twenty-six versts,—- 
thirty-five miles in all. The country appeared 
well cultivated upon a soil of black mould. The 
third station of twenty-five, and the fourth of 
twenty-eight versts, — another thirty-five miles, I 
cleared in good time, but with a somewhat awk- 
ward indication of ulcers on my feet : a malady, 
according to my system, very easily and cheaply 
to be remedied in Siberia. At the last station, a 
small Tartar village, I was regaled with pork, 
bread and eggs, at free cost, no purse being neces- 
sary among these Tartars. I partook of the whole- 
some fare d la Tartare, shaking hands first with 
the host, and receiving his blessing of “ Peace be 
with you!” then squatting on my hams, like the 
rest of the company. On the third day I reached 
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Tiuiicii, alter near forty miles walking. The 
town major kindly received and lodged me in his 
house. 

Tumen is a city of some consideration, and from 
its local situation, enjoys a considerable trade with 
the fair of Irbit, jis well as to the south-west and 
south-east of it. Its popidation is said to consist 
ol' eight thousand, occupied mostly in the prepara- 
tion and ex|X)rt of timber, tallow, hides, and em- 
broidery. It is situate on the banks of the Toura. 
It owes its celebrity to Yei’mack, who discovered 
and con<iuered the greater part of Siberia. The 
envii'ons of the city arc fine pastures, and corn 
lands. With this advantage of soil, added to that 
of its being a depot or chancellary, as it is called, 
of the Russian American Company, for the receipt 
and trans].>ortation of their goods, as well as to 
enlist volunteers, it may lx? said that Tumen is a 
place of considerable promise. The banks of the 
Toura are steep, and the cuiTcnt rapid. The 
country round is populous, and more than ordinary 
industry is every wliere observable. 

Having crossed a miserable bridge, I reached the 
first station from Tumen, fifteen miles, where I 
put up for the night. It w cis, indeed, a wretched 
place ; but I shall remember it, as affording a 
specimen of the proficiency I had made in the 
Russian language. Upon my anival I demanded 
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the name of the place, and w as answered, as I 
had often been, Malaya Derevenya, which I in- 
terpreted little revenue. In the present case, such 
a name seemed, indeed, peculiarly appropi’i- 
ate, for certainly the place appeared too poor 
to contribute any very efficient support to the 
resources of the empire. The frequency of the 
reply, how^ever, induced me here to make in- 
quiry, and I discovered my eri’or, the nature of 
W'hich, however it abashed me at the time, places 
me in very res]>ectable company — no less than that 
of the justly celebrated and leartied Dr. Clarke, 
who was eternally (grossing the river Protok, ap- 
parently ig’norant that the Protok means neither 
more nor less than the braywh of a river. 

The second and third stations lay on the banks 
of the Toui’a, mnning through a highly cidtivated 
and pleasant country, with immense herds of cattle 
scattered in every direction, and the inhabitants 
civil, polite, and hospitable, in proportion to their 
wealth. During the latter part of tlus walk, I had 
follow'ed the custom of the place, the same as that 
in Spain, where I have often wandered with the 
muleteers, viz. that of sleeping in the open air. 
They are, indeed, a set of merry, happy fellows — 
hail fellow well met, this way or that, rain or 
shine, hot or cold, nothing comes cross, while the 
beasts can get good fodder, and the moon does not 
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shine in the eyes. A good fife serves at once to 
cook the provisions, drive away the mosquitoes, or 
keep ofl' cold. 

The following day I reached the fifth station, 
thirty-five miles. Here are a few dirty huts in a 
low marshy country. I had ci’ossed the Toura 
by a miserable ferry ; the breadth of the river two 
hundred yards, and the rate three, or three and 
a(-half knots per hour. To the eighth station, 
is still a low country, almost inundated from the 
late heavy rains ; which have done so much 
damage that the village of Lepofsky has been 
completely waslied away. With the river Toura 
constantly at my side, and the rain almost inces- 
sant, I reached the tenth station ; and thence to 
Tobolsk, whei’e I arrived half drowned and 
famished, at three in the afternoon. I had en- 
countered considerable difficulty in crossing the 
Irtish, in consequence of the rajudity of the fresh. 
The view of the city, and ancient fortress, on 
arriving from the westward, is very fine, standing 
on a considerable eminence, which overhangs the 
river and lower city. 

Upon my arrival I searched out the abode of 
Mr. Rosing, son-in-law to the Governor, and 
brother-in-law to my late kind host Mr. Berg, 
of Perm, The family were all at the Gover- 
nor’s, but, receiving a note from me,, they kindly 
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invited me to dinner ; my situation, however, ren^ 
dered this impossible, as I was all but naked*. My 
second apology brought the host himself, who 
ordei’ed me eveiy accommodation I needed. In 
the evening the whole party visited me, from the 
Governor’s, observing with much kindness on the 
delay of my visit, and adding the proverb of 
Mahomet and the mountain. I gave myself up 
to the enjoyment of this delightful company, and 
of iny pipe and a glass of punch, and could have 
fancied myself any where, rather than at Tobolsk. 

Formerly this was the capital of all Silieria, 
afterwards of a province, but now of western 
Siberia ; a Governor-general residing in it, [whose 
jurisdiction comprises that of Tomsk and Omsk, 
while Irkutsk has also a Governor-general, who 
mles Irkutsk, Yenisseisk, Yakutsk, Okhotsk, and 
Kamtchatka. I’obolsk is a large and ancient city, 
at the junction of the Tobol and Irtish, two noble 
streams, which falling into the Ob, assume its 
name, and are, with them, ultimately lost in the 
Frozen Ocean. The inhabitants are estimated at 
twenty thousand, composed of Russians, Tartars, 
and Bucharians. A considerable trade is stiU 
carried on with China, and Tobolsk may be said 
to supply all central and western Siberia. It has, 
however, lost much by the change of route, which 
formerly led through the city ; by which change 
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the Caravans have disused it as a halting-place on 
their way to farther Siberia, and on their return ^ 
the straight road being from Tuinen to Tara. 

Tobolsk is the see of an archbishop, who has 
jurisdiction over all Siberia. It has many hand” 
some churches, but (fortunately) no convents ; the 
streets are paved with wood, and in general the 
buildings are of the same material. The markets 
and bazars are well regulated, and the town in 
general is very clean. The residences of the 
archbishop, goveraor-general, and principal officers, 
as well as the barracks, arsenal, and all pxiblic 
offices, are in the upper part of the city. The 
position is a most commanding one, a matter of no 
slight consideration in those times, when convicts 
were kept in the lower town. Numerous large 
flocks of cattle are seen in the neighbourhood of 
Tobolsk : provisions are cheap and abundant — 
bread thirty-six pounds for a shilling, and the 
same cpiantity of meat for three ; and hospitality 
eminently proverbial. But what is perhaps more 
remarkable, very good society is to be enjoyed 
here, and the strongest features of content are 
displayed in this hitherto supposed metropolis of 
barbarism and cruelty. 

The truth is, that Tobolsk is not a place where 
convicts or malefactors arc allowed to remain, but 
people who are exiled from political causes only ; 
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the principal part of whom are officers, who have 
still the privilege of appearing in public, without 
the loss of either rank, fortune, or even character. 
The Governor has it in his power to befriend any 
individual, himself becoming responsible for his 
appearance when necessary ; and as no govern- 
ment transports or banishes fools, Tobolsk may 
very well be, from this circumstance, a highly 
civilized and eligible place of I’esidence.— Male- 
factors and bad subjects are sent to Tomsk and 
Neitchinsk. 

I visited tlie celebrated fortress built by Yer- 
mak, the discoverer and conqueror of Siberia, 
Several old swords, muskets, and the like, are 
deposited there, which for size and weight might 
vie witli the more lamous sword in Dumbarton 
castle. I also attended an examination at the 
public military and the provincial schools on the 
Lancasterian system. The children seemed to 
have made considerable proficiency in the first 
rudiments; the schools, however, are yet in their 
infancy, though nearly one thousand boys attend. 
It was, indeed, gratifying to a patriotic heart, to 
see the institutions of Old England adopted in the 
heart of Siberia — an adoption equally honourable 
to us, and creditable to Alexander. 

The view of the surrounding country from the 
residence of the Govemor is really sublime, pee- 
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serving still its ancient wild magnificence. In 
front are' the noble Irtish and Tobol, joining their 
waters from the east and south, and continuing 
their united course through the black and impe- 
netrable forests, till lost on the verge of the 
horizon : the numerous pasture lands on the op- 
posite bank of the river, with here and there a 
smoking chimney, enliven the scene, and render 
the place, with all its surrounding but distant 
desarts, a really enviable retreat. Immediately 
under the eye is the river and lower town, with 
its regularly intersecting streets ; all these afford 
ocular demoiistration, that Tobolsk is far from 
being a dull place ; yet, even in summer, the 
situation is very cold and bleak, being in the 
latitude of near 69*^, and the thermometer, during 
winter, at times falling as low as 40" and 42" of 
Reatunur ; while oti the other hand it is not 
always free from the opposite unpleasantness of 
extreme heat. 

The climate of the province, generally speaking, 
is inhospitable, no part but the southern produ- 
cing grain. The soil is chiefly marl and chalk, 
except to the north, which is covered with im- 
mense tracts of sand. The wood is for the most 
part stunted in its growth, and such is the po- 
verty of this province, which contains more than 
a million of souls, that the government receives 
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from it but three millions of roubles nett revenue, 
or one hundred and fifty thousand pounds sterling. 
Its extent is immense, being from the latitude 
of 50* to the frozen sea, and near one thousand 
miles in width. The northern districts aare in- 
habited by Samoiedes and Ostiaks, a wild, bar- 
barous race, who live by fishing and hunting, 
enduring all the rigours of winter, sometimes 
even without fuel. Fishing is also an active pur- 
suit at Tobolsk, near two thousand people being 
employed upon the Irtish and Tobol. The 
practice is to ascend the streams before the winter 
commences, catching and drying the fish as they 
go, and retuiTiing to the city with the breaking up 
of the ice. This employment, besides providing 
for the maintenance of those engaged in it, yields 
a very remunerating profit. The embroidery of 
muslins is also brought to considerable perfection 
at Tobolsk, introduced originally by the daughters 
of exiled officers, who had felt the deprivation of 
their former means of subsistence ; and it is now 
the prevailing fashion among the ladies. The 
poor classes, however, are indolent, and will sel- 
dom work beyond what is immediately necessary 
for the procurement of food; and this may in 
part account for their suflering some of the richest 
and most beautiful lands in the world, on the 
banks of the Irtish, and towards the Chinese 
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frontiers, to lie waste, while they pi*efer the desarts 
and forests of the north. To this inducement, 
however, must be added that of obstinacy and 
false pride, and, perhaps, some portion of laudable 
attachment to their native city, which is termed 
the ’grand and ancient capital of all Siberia, and 
which has been the scene of achievements, equal, 
if not~superior to those of Cortez. 
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Brief History of Western Siberia, and of its Conqueror Yer- 
raak — Imalak — Ingeary — Kaminski — Kamisart— - Isliim — 
Tusnabolova — Toukalinsk — -Omsk — The Kirguise — Cal- 

mucks Jcliezinskaya Yamishersk Poyanoyarsk 

Ubinsk — Uvarova — Alexandrofsk — Bouktourma^ — Kras- 
nojarsk — Maloi Naryrask — Chinese Frontier — The Irtish 
— Ustkamenegorsk — Ismayelova — Neighbourhood of the 
Kolyvan — Kalmanka — Barnaoule — Tomsk — Kiofl^ — Kras- 
nochinsky — Bogota — Atchinsk — Krasnojaisk — Kansko— - 
Ingashe — Nishney Udinsk — Irkutsk . 

The early history of tliis })art of the world is 
involved in niucli obscurity, little being known of 
it prior to the beginning of the sixteenth century, 
when the celebrated Yerinak became at once the 
discoverer and conqueror pf Western Siberia. He 
had originally been the leader of a niunerous and 
well-organized banditti, who committed great and 
distressful ravages ou the rivers Don and Volga, 
but which were put an end to after the victories 
of Ivan Basilovitch over the Tartars of Kazan 
and Astrakan, when he devoted his attention to 
the peaceable establishment of his dominions. 
Yermak was thus compelled to fly, and sought 
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refuge in the north, on the banks of the Kaina, 
where the family of Strogonoff had a factory for 
the purpose of barter with the Siberians. The 
conduct of our liero proved so unlike that of a 
freebooter, that Strogonoff during the winter of 
1577 provided him with necessaries to subsist his 
men, and with arms and ammunition to make an 
incursion upon the Siberians. 

The first campaign was in the summer of 1578. 
Yermak had from six to seven thousand men with 
him ; but through his ignorance of the route, and 
want of guides, winter closed in upon him almost 
before the commencement of the campaign. His 
route lay along the Kama to the entrance of the 
river Silvar, where he passed the winter in a small 
town still named after him. 

In the spring of 1579 Yermak returned to 
Strogonolf’s establishment, where he received a 
fresh supply of arms, including a set of colours, 
ornamented with images after the Russian cus- 
tom. In the summer he resumed his operations, 
availing himself of the little rivers Tchsusovaya 
and Serebranka; the latter of which brought 
him to the point whence it was necessary to 
proceed by land. He was soon, however, again 
obliged to winter in what is termed a krepost, or 
wooden fortress ; his forces, mean-time, were fast 
diminishing by sickness and constant skirmishes. 
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In 1680 he continued his prt^’ess along the 
little rivers Barancha and Jouraslik, where his 
forces were reduced to one thousand six hundred 
and fifty men. With those he sailed down the 
Tagili, and reached the town now called Tou- 
rinsk, and there defeated tlie Tartar prince, 
Epantchy. — On the 1st of August he reached 
Tsaugy, now Tuinen, on the banks of the Toura, 
of which he took possession, and fixed his winter 
quarters, with only one thousand five hundred 
followers, but inured to hardships, accustomed 
to victory, and putting implicit faith in then’ 
leader. 

The spring of 1581 Avas marked by two vic- 
tories over the Tartar piince, Mahomed Koul. 
Yermak then marched along the Tobol, till he 
reached the Irtish, the centre of Koutchum Khan’s 
dominions. His forces were now reduced to five 
hundred men ; yet with these he resolved to 
conquer or to die. On the 23d October a bloody 
conflict took place between the armies — when 
Koutchum Khan and the Prince Meneik Koul 
were entirely defeated, and narrowly escaped 
being made prisoners. The scene of action was 
at the junction of the Tobol and the Irtish, the 
site of the present city of Tobolsk. Yermak in- 
stantly directed his march against Sibir, the capi- 
tal of tlie Tartars, distant twelve miles; and on 
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the 26th October entered it in triumph, received 
the oath of allegiance of his new subjects, and» 
from the head of a banditti, became a sovereign 
prince. The situation of Yermak was, however, 
by no means enviable. He i*esolved, therefore, to 
make a tender of his conquest and flirther services 
to the Tzar. Accordingly, on the 22d December 
he despatched his confidant, the Ataman KlotsolF, 
to Moscow, with the news and message. Klotsoft* 
was received with eveiy demonstration of joy ; 
and special marks of royal favour were conferred 
upon the hero and his companions, together 
with a general pardon for past olfeuces. Yennak 
himself was honoured with two rich coats of 
armour, a silver cup, and a fur cloak which the 
Tzar himself had worn ; the last being then con- 
sidered the greatest mark of distinction in Russia. 

Yermak, meanwhile, was not idle. Leaving a 
part of his small force to garrison and jrrotect 
Sibir, which seems to have given name to all the 
Asiatic part "^f the Russian empire, he, with the 
assistance of his favourite, Rriazga, extended his 
conquests to the countries of the Ostiaks and 
Vogouk, near to Samaroti'and Tabarinsk. 

In thd sequel, Yermak undertook an expedition 
for the purpose of subjugating tlie surrounding 
tei’ritories, and annihilating the remainder uf the 
Khan’s followers. Attended by three hundred 
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Cossacks of the Don, he reached tlie setjtleinent 
called Ambashou ; but here he received informa- 
tion which induced him to retrace his steps to- 
wards the new capital. He reached in safety a 
canal which had been cut by his directions as a 
species of defence, as well as for the shortening 
of the communication ; and here he passed the 
last night of his extraordinary career. 

The inclemency of the weather, the fatigues 
they had undergone, and the apparent security of 
the situation, all operated to plunge the party in 
profound sleep ; even the guard was overcome ; 
when Koutchum Klian, who had cautiously and 
unobserved, followed and watched his enemy, fell 
upon them sword in hand. Never was a greater 
scene of tumult, or a night victory more com- 
plete, than that gained by the Tartars ; and 
Yennak’s whole party, with the exception of 
himself and one man, were cut to x>ieces. Find- 
ing all lost, Yennak fled to the river, and in 
attempting to jump into a boat, fell into the 
water, and was drowned — the weight of his ar- 
mour preventing his swimming. Thus perished, 
after seven years of constant warfare, this enter- 
prising and valuable leader, in the night between 
the 5th and 6th of August, 1584. According to 
traditipn, his body was afterwards foimd and 
buried near the promontory of Bagieshefsk, under 
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a large fir-tree, not far from the Irtish, near which 
a cross is erected. 

For a while the Russian empire in Siberia was 
at an end, as the remains of his small band, which 
had been left as a garrison at Sibir, together with 
the single individual who had survived the late 
conflict, and told the mournful tale, evacuated the 
fortress, and returned to Russia. The court of 
Muscovy were not long, however, before they 
renewed their designs ui)on the conquest of Si- 
l)eria. The intestine commotions and divisions 
of the Tartar princes, who were asserting their 
relative independence, offered the best prospects 
of success ; and many of the Tartars were pleased 
with the conduct of the Russians, and perfectly 
disposed to join them against Koutohum Khan, 
who was disliked for his intolerable zeal in pro- 
pagating the Mahomedan faith. A body of three 
hundred Russians accordingly penetrated to the 
Toura without opposition, built the fort of Tu- 
inen, and there waited for reinforcements. The 
subjugation of Tobolsk and Tara followed ; and 
fortresses were there also established. In the 
short space of a century, the whole of Siberia, 
from Europe to the Eastern Ocean, and from the 
h^'rozen Sea to the Chinese frontiers, was annexed 
to the Russian empire. New towns were built, 
colonies were planted, and settlements established 
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in the most distant parts. 'J’liose tribes 6f Tar- 
tars who were not readily reducible to obedience, 
were at once exterminated ; and something like 
the same rnerciless' cruelty which characterised 
the Spaniards in South America, was practised in 
Siberia. Much more would have been done, and 
the Russians would no doubt have had possession 
of all Mongolia, had not the jealousy of the 
Chinese interfered. i 

The Russians had extended their thirst for do- 
minion along the banks of the Amour, and were 
continuing their subjugation of the Tungousiau 
tribes, when they encountered the Chinese who 
were drawn thither by the same object. From 
jealousy of each other’s conquests, these two great 
powers became involved in a war about tlie year 
1680, and the fortresses on the Arnour became 
alternately the property of eacli, as the chances 
of war dictated. At length, however, the Chinese 
power prevailed, and at a peace in 1689, the 
Russians ceded a considerable territory, together 
with the navigation of the Amour. The value of 
this river, at that time unknown, has been fully 
seen since the discovery of Karatchatka and its 
adjacent islands, as well as the proximity of con- 
tinental America, and the Archipelago of islands 
between. This cedad territory and other valuable 
points, Russia has never since been aide to regain, 
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as, ^vith little excejjtion, the two countries have 
remained at peace : and thus closes tlic histoiy of 
Siheila, till the discovery and conquest of tlie 
|)eninsula of Kamtchatka, which took place in the 
early i)ai't of the eigliteenth century. 

'I'he ahov^e history is in the main a translation 
of a biographical notice attached to the profile o* 
Yermak on a large map, which was presented to 
me by my excellent friend the Grovernor of To- 
bolsk. A part of it is also to be found in Goxe’s 
account of Russian discoveries. 

I’o return to my jt)urney, for which I had been 
prejiaring during the tliree days 1 was in Tobolsk, 
by getting a new h?athern water-proof knapsack, 
and deliberating the route to be pursued. I felt 
anxious to get on as fast as possible, but yet so as 
not to miss meeting the Governor-general, who, 
1 was informed, was on his way to Tobolsk, but 
not by the direct road, his Excellency taking 
Kolyvan and Omsk in his way. It was therefore 
determined that I sliould go first to Omsk, and 
follow the Irtish as far as the Chinese frontiers ; 
and thence, return by the same river, and pro- 
ceed to the mines of Kolyvan, where it was to be 
hoped I might arrive in time to meet Mr. Spe- 
ranski, the Governor-general. In furtlierance of 
my design, the Governor supplied me with a Cos- 
sack, and an order for hoixes if I should deem 
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them necessary, as well as an open orden^for all 
assistance to be rendered rne, not only in his go- 
vernment, but as far as the capital o£= the next ; 
his power being understood to extend from capital 
to capital. 

I bade adieu to Tobolsk, mth a greatful re- 
membrance of the kindness I had experienced ; 
and, in company with my young Cossack, pur- 
sued the road to Omsk. It is not a good one. 
The country residences of the Grovemor and arch- 
bishop were on the right, as also a large monas- 
tery Avhich I had visited three days before on the 
occasion of a fete ; but the country generally pos- 
sesses very little of interest. At twelve miles I 
passed a second monastery, romantically situated ; 
and, upon the road to it, many hundreds of f^eo- 
ple coming fi’om their annual visit to the Virgin, 
to whom it is dedicated ; her ladyship having, 
during the week, presented herself at Tobolsk to 
receive her rents. At sixteen miles I reached the 
village of Imalak, overhanging the Irtish, which, 
dividing, forms an island, and in such a manner 
as to present a double seipentine view. The ex- 
tent of territory seen from the elevated banks is 
astonishing and beautiful. 

I descended the mountain by a steep and dan- 
gerous road, then ferried over the Irtish, passing 
through a huge Tartar village situated in a fine 
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pasture, with some rye coin, and reached the 
second station on the. lofty bank of the Irtish. I 
found the cottages neat and clean, and the in- 
habitants comfortable, hospitable, and contented, 
without hope or exjiectation of reward for their 
lutspitality to ine. Thence to Berezofska, the 
country appears more cultivated and pleasing, 
with a good deal of fine wood in the valleys. 
Thence to the Tartar village of Ingeary, on the 
banks of the Vagay, when I entered a consi- 
derable track of their lands, near seventy miles 
in extent, but without a single Russian inhabi- 
tant. These Tai’tars are of the Bashkire race. 
I could not help oliserving the perfect cleanliness 
of their houses, the civility of the people, and 
the good economy of their lands. I slept most 
contentedly in these dwellings; feeding u|X)n milk 
and cakes, but seldom tasted animal food. 

The dress of the Tartar women is light, if not 
neat ; being merely a plain white shift, with a 
sash round the waist to support the bosom ; besides 
this they have not a vestige of apparel, except the 
handkerchief on the head. The young girls had 
the hair plaited and hanging down like the Bis- 
cay girls, or brought up under the left arm, and 
fastened to the fore part of the shift by a riband. 
Such is the simple summer dress : the winter, or 
gala one, is, however, mere tawdry. Their fea- 
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tures .appear delicate, but their limbs are strong, 
and theii’ complexion very dark. 

At Kamen.ski I quitted the gi’eat Siberian road, 
not far from Tara, passing several neat Tartar vil- 
lages, whose white plastered chimneys and ovens 
reminded me a little of those in my own countiy. 
The furniture consists of a few earthenware uten- 
sils, and a act of tea-things : one-half of the room 
is elevated above the other about fourteen inches, 
and that half serves them alike for sitting, sleep- 
ing, and store-room. They are particular in hav- 
ing clean bedding, and many pillows ; the latter 
of which are always presented to a stranger to 
raise and soften his seat, as they have neither 
chairs nor stools. A Tartar dwelling has always, 
if possible, attached to it the convenience of a 
vegetable garden. 7’he women, I observed, never 
presume to eat or drink till their better or worse 
half has finished, and then but seldom while in 
their presence. 

Reached Aramashansky, near the Vagay, which 
winds its waters through many fertile spots. At 
Kamisart I met much incivility, not being per- 
mitted to pass the night in it, without having 
recourse to severe measures ; to avoid which I 
preferred continuing my jom’ney in the rain. 
This part of the country appears well cultivated, 
and better pc'opled ; nor is it void of interest,^ — 



ism M . — BOH O V A V A . 


163 


tor the atrount of its scenery, described in the 
well-known tale of “ Elizabeth, or the Exiles of 
Siberia,” is, on this point, very correct, (a’ossed 
the little river Carasal to Besroncouva, a fine level 
pasture plane, feeding immense quantities of cat- 
tle ; thence to Ishim, which I reached at four in 
tlie evening, in a torrent of rain, much latigued, 
and my Cossack more so:— he was, in tact, per- 
fectly useless. 

Ishim, so celebrated in the tale before alluded 
to, is a miserable town on the stream of its own 
name, deserving remark here only for the incivi- 
lity of the inhabitants, who with the commissary 
and the doctor, were all noisily intoxicated. Of 
course I coidd get no attention paid me, either as 
to lodging or food ; and though the rain fell in 
torrents, I and my Cossack were obliged to pass 
the night in the market-place. 

Next morning we reached a neat village called 
Boi’ovaya, where I was hospitably entertained by 
the elder of the village, who also furnished me 
with horses to Tusnoljolova (twenty miles), where 
the long-bearded guard searched iny baggage ; 
alas, it contained little ; and for once I felt 
ashamed at the examination. They did their 
duty in a civil manner, but I was much jnizzled 
to think what they could be in expe<;tation of 
finding. The country is open, and laboriously txil- 
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tivated, and the neighbomhood popitlons. Much 
fine wood, and some fishless lakes are also to be 
seen. I overtook a party of unfortunates exiled 
for misdemeanors, and compelled to live in this 
district, which is hence the general I'endezvous of 
pickpockets, &c. At the neat village I happened 
to be quartered at the house of a newly married 
couj)le ; and I confess I regretted the law, which 
compelled them to quit their bed and room for 
me. To this sacrifice, liowever, they submitted in 
the most cheerful manner, treating me with bread, 
milk, and eggs, and, indeed, whatever the house 
could ftimish. Through a succession of happy 
villages I reached Toukalinsk, over an uninterest- 
ing level of pasture land. The wretched external 
appearance of the cottages is more than counter- 
balanced by the neatness within ; and if half a 
dozen healthy and l>eautiful children be any indi- 
cation of content, then are the inhabitants of tliis 
district most happy. The price of bread is one 
shilling, and of meat three, for forty pounds. The 
road is, in general, very good. 

At Toukalinsk I had the misfortune to lose 
what was to me my all, — my passport, papers, 
and every protection in Siberia. In vain I ad- 
tlressed the commissary ; in vain I offered a gui- 
nea for their recovery; in vain I pointed out the 
rogue who had taken them in the tin case from 
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the seat while I was at dinner. I begged, en- 
treated, insisted, threatened, abused ;• — all was to 
no purpose ; and 1 was finally coustrained to go 
without them. By this terrible disaster I was 
entii’ely deprived of all testimony of myself, my 
connexions, or the object of my journey, and lay 
at the mercy of any one who might choose to pro- 
vide me with large but cheap lodgings. 

My now melancholy route towards Omsk was 
over a similar pasture plane as far as the eye could 
reach, with scarcely the appearance of a shiaib. 
At Soukofski, the drunken ix)stmaster would have 
made me like himself, but, in such rainy and 
dreary weather, I preferred tea. I next crossed 
over to a little village called Krasnoyarsk, on a 
stream which unites with the Irtish, now again 
visible, after an absence of two hundred miles. I 
at last got view of the fortress of Omsk, and hav- 
ing reached the Irtish, passed from a most dreaiy 
into a highly fertile corn country, and finally, in a 
ferry over the Om, I entered the city by a neat 
bridge, at five in the evening. 

On my arrival, I of course presented myself to 
the Ispravnick, or head commissary, and made 
known my loss in as good langttage as I cotild. 
I failed in making him understand me, but he 
humanely gave me good lodgings until he could 
procure the presence of one of the military 
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officoi’s, to act as interpreter. 'I’his was done 
the next day. In the mean time, I addressed 
a letter to the Governor-general and Governor 
of Tobolsk, recjuesting an attested coj)y of the 
documents 1 had lost, and which I had taken 
the precaution to have made there. Tlie police- 
master invited me to dine with liim, though he 
confessed he could uot understand either iny 
object or character. He was, however, soon 
satisfied by the airival of an express with my 
passports, &c. all complete. Thus was J, from 
a state of suspicion and surveillance, again re- 
stored to society. I should be very ungratelul, 
were I not to do justice here to the conduct 
of the commissary, who kindly weiit eighty miles, 
upon my account, to enforce the return of the 
papers w^Jiich being in a tin case, induced the 
party to suspect money was there. All that I 
had was, how'ever, in my knapsack, and that 
did not amount to five pounds. I dined the 
second day with the chiefs of the district, when 
a committee of the merchants attended to re- 
quest iny acceptance of a commercial commission 
to the Kirguise and Cahnuck’s country, being 
given to understand I could speak those lan- 
guages li’oin having formerly traded with them. 
Here, then, was a captain of the llritisli navy, 
in tlic heart of Siberia, c-onvertecl into a Tartar 
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trader. I humoured the joke, and demanded 
the per-centage. They liiade their offer, and my 
demand exceetling it by from twenty to thirty 
per cent., I was of course not employed. In 
the evening, I received a polite invitation from 
Baron Klotte, the general tlien commanding the 
military corps of Siberia. It is proper to ob- 
serve that the worthy Baron honoured me witli 
this compliment befoi’c I had recovered my papers, 
and solely with the view of benefiting and pro- 
tectirjg a stranger. Peace to his manes ! he is 
numbered with the dead, leaving a wife and very 
large family, with slender means to maintain 
existence. I ])assed in the garrison three plea- 
sant days, conversing in the French language, 
which I found l)oth ladies and gentlemen under- 
stood well. Feasts and fetes were given to me 
by the first individuals, all of whom vied in ex- 
emplifying to me the boundless hospitality and 
friendship of their nation. 

Omsk is placed at the junction of the Irtish 
and Om. Previous to tlie invention of cannon, 
it was, no doubt, a strong j>lace, and even at 
present, considering the means of those by whom 
alone it can be attacked, may be deemed im- 
pregnable. It has a garrison of four thousand 
men, with a flying aitiUery of forty pieces. It 
may be divided into fortress, town, and suburlis. 
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The first is the most considerable, and is in 
fact a neat place, the buildings, barracks, &c. 
being constructed generally of brick, and sm’- 
rounded by a good mud wall and ditch, which 
will ere long have cannon mounted upon it. 
The military college is a noble foundation upon 
the Lancasterian system, and was established 
immediately on his Imperial Majesty’s return 
from his visit to England. Wonderful profi- 
ciency has been attained by several of its pupils^ 
now young men, and the general improvement 
reflects credit on all concerned in its management. 
The youth are instructed, besides reading, writ- 
ing, and arithmetic, in drawing, mathematics, 
fortification, and algebra, and in some of the 
oriental languages. The baiTacks for the boys, 
their food, clothing, bedding. See., are in excel- 
lent order ; and every praise is due to the atten- 
tion and benevolence of the commandant. Col. 
Ivanoff, who is considered by them as a father. 
They are composed of the children of the mili- 
tary forming the army of Siberia. The school 
for the children of the Cossacks is on a similarly 
benevolent plan, although not quite so forward, 
from the want of good masters. The town and 
suburbs have some neat buildings, but ai’e not 
otherwise remarkable. The united population is 
seven thousand five hundred. 



THE Kia«UISE. 


J59 


Omsk was one of the strong places of the 
Tartars* and successfully withstood the attacks 
of the great Yermak. The country round is 
fertile as to its soil, though not extensivi^ly cul- 
tivated : it is one vast plane as level as a floor. 
The fortress is north, and the towii south of the 
Om, but both are east of the Irtish. Opposite 
is the territory of the wandering Kirguise, pre- 
senting no apjiearance of cultivation or dwellings. 
A considerable trade is canied on with them, as 
also with the Galmucks to the south, which 
consists in the Ijarter of cattle, &c. for tobacco 
and spirits. Several children of each of these 
tribes are to be seen in Omsk, who are slaves, 
having been sold by their parents for a pound 
of tobacco, or a glass of spirits. They are, how- 
ever, in this degraded condition, better off than 
when wandering the inhospitable deserts. 

The Kh’guise aic divided into three hordes, all 
more or less trilnitary to Russia, although they 
have Khans of their own. They are all wan- 
derers over the countries between Omsk and 
the Caspian sea. Their occupations consist in 
hunting, fishing, and breeding cattle, and of the 
latter they have immense droves in this vicinity. 
They are not considered nice in the mode of 
acquiring them, and have even been accused 
of kidnapping and selling Christians: an accu- 
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totioii not improljable from the example set 
tliein. They continiie only so long in a place 
as therc ivS forage for their beasts, getting, in 
winter, as near the woods as possible, for the 
advantage of fuel, though, in most parts, the 
dried dung of their cattle provides a ready and 
efficient substitute. I saw one of their chiefs, 
a good-looking fellow, but very filthy; and in- 
deed, they are in general the most miserable 
and filthy race I ever beheld, scarcely, during 
the warm weather, affording themselves a pair 
of troAvsei’s for mere decency. One large iron 
kettle, with wooden spoons, constitutes the fur- 
niture of their more wretched tent. They are, 
however, excellent horsemen, and are supposed 
to be descended from the Mongoles and 'I'ar- 
tars. Their language is pecidiar to themselves. 

I’he Calmucks who, like them, make no scru- 
ple to dis{X)se of their chikh’en upon any mo- 
mentary distress, or want of spirits, are yet a 
different race, both with respect to features and 
origin. They are, however, their efjuals in idle- 
ness and filth, and follow the same vagabond 
way of life. The Calmucks are, notwithstaiidingj 
the direct descendants of the MongoleC who 
emigrated hither after the destruction of their 
empire. \k'ry few are subject to Russia, a great 
part of them living in Chinese Mongolia, while 
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the fesi of them, under the protection of Russia, 
roam about the countries situate between the 
Don and Volga, and the Ural mountains. Their 
features Avill for ever mark them in whatever 
part of the world— the flat face, small and elon- 
gated eyes, broad nose, high cheek bones, thick 
li|)S, and brownish yellow complexion, are sure 
signs of their Mongolian descent. They are 
obliging, but inquisitive and dishoi»est; yet, Avith 
a little Russian education and discipline, they 
make good servants. I ate and drank with them, 
as also with the Kirguise, upon roasted meat, 
without bread, or any thing else, save a glass 
of spirits and a [)ipe of tobacco. 

Thus iuuch of the two people whom I shall 
meet upon my next journey along the Irtish. I 
departed with a military cossack, and a pi'otec- 
tion from Baron Klotte, addiossed to all the gene- 
ral, held, and subaltern oflieers of the army of 
Sil^eria, accompanied Avith a discretionary power 
to call out horses. I reached the second station, 
twenty miles, and halted for the night : the third 
station, Achinskaye, is a large village, with a 
ditch and redoubt, for defence against boAvs and 
aiTows. The neighbourhood of the fourth sta- 
tion abounds in horses, bidlocks, sheep, and 
camels. I reached the twelfth, one hundred and 
fifty miles from Omsk, without any thing of 
vor.. I. M 
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mterest. It is called Jeliezinskaya ^rtreas, 
having a commandant, and garrison of two 
hundred and fifty men, and twelve pieces of 
flying artillery, to defend it. It is a neat little 
town, siuTounded by a mud wall and ditch, with 
a ponderous gateway, which gives it a martial 
api)earance ; nor is the situation void of interest, 
although placed upon a desolate tract. 


Where wilds immeasurably spread. 

Seem lengthening as I go. 

The distant parts of the Kirguise lands boast 
some eminences, and a considerable quantity of 
wood ; the road is good, and living cheap, fish 
particularly being very almndant. The road still 
lies along the right bank of the Irtish, and the 
several vihages are purely military, to keep up 
the communication between the frontier fortresses 
and Omsk ; a non-cominissioned officer and twelve 
or twenty men residing in each. I’heir dwellings 
are good, and excellent vegetables are pi’oduced 
in the gardens ; a great advantage over the fort 
of Omsk, where the soldiers have either too 
much work, or are too idle to attend to the 
production of vegetables, notwithstanding they 
are greatly needed as an anti-scorbutic, great 
ravt^es l^eing made by that disorder among 
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the soldiers, who at present subsist entirely on 
dried meat, bread, and brandy. 

I dined with the commandant, a Grerman, and 
resumed ray journey amongst a number of 
Kirguise tents, and immense herds of cattle. 
One of these wanderers F induced to sing ; but, 
though the air was musical enough, its words, 
as I understood, and the accompanying actions, 
as I could jierceive, were much too obscene. 
At the fourth station, I was favoured with a 
drive by a young lass of seventeen ; and, if she 
manages her husband as well as she did the 
horses and the whip, I should scarcely envy him 
his fortune; though, indeed, she was a person- 
able girl, and had secured my gi’atitude by 
officiating as postilion. The fifth station is 
marked by much corn-land. — I dined with two 
of the Kirguise chiefs, who had come to take 
account of their pro[)erty. Theii’ appearance 
was handsome and manly: a long robe of blue 
cloth, beautifully embroidered and fastened round 
the waist by a highly ])olished silver belt, from 
which was suspended a dagger, a knife, a pipe, 
and what in England might be termed a tinder- 
box; a shirt of coloured cotton, large Tartar 
trowsers, and boots to coreespond; a handsome 
fur cap, with a small black one under it to cover 
the clean shaved head; a long heard, and bare 
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neck. Their horses were well accouti'e4» and 
managed by a long whip, which serves also in 
the driving of the cattle. They were altogether 
Superior looking young men of about twenty- 
five. 

At the eighth statibn the eye is someAvhat 
relieved from the samcTiess of the scene, a good 
deal of wood and pastui’e-land, with many of the 
Kirguise yourtes and fires appearing on the op- 
posite side of the river : an abundance of com 
upon this. At the twelfth station several islands 
in the river, and inatiy fishing-boats, are added to 
the scene. The youth of both sexes are ex- 
tremely beautiftd, and present the liveliest pic- 
ture of health : both go unclothed till the age 
of twelve, with the exception only of a clean 
white shift, fastened tight round under the 
breast. 

I reached Yamhishersk, one hundred and sixty 
miles from the last fortress, which it greatly re- 
sembles, although its garrison is hirger, being 
seven hundred and fifty strong. The barracks, 
and officers’ quarters, as well as the storehouses, 
&c., are well built, and kept in good order. 
The present commandant, a sensible and civil 
German, supplied me with a bottle of rum, a 
pound of tobacco, and some bread. I met here 
also a young Prussian, whf) was a i*esident of 
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Moscow when that city was biu’nt by the 
French. From that disaster a ruinetl man, he 
entered the army, and now presented himself 
to me as interpi’eter of various languages, though 
of the six he professed, I believe he understood 
no other than Russ. His goodnature, however, 
and general obligingness to me, made him an 
acceptable companion. 

To the next fortress is a distance of one hun- 
dred and eighty miles, which I commenced next 
morning, alternately walking and riding, as cir- 
cumstances offered. At fifty miles there are 
many long, but not very high hills, and the coun- 
try is sufficiently picturesque to employ the ge- 
nius of a painter. The distant horizon to the 
North shewed the Irtish flowing in a direct 
course. Nearer hand it meandei’s beautifully, 
serpentining through the pasture grounds, to 
which some natural hedges gave the most inte- 
resting ajipearance. A solitary Kirguise village 
of movable tents stood in the cenfre, the river 
winding almost round it, and forming somewhat 
of a peninsula as in the annexed cut, 
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the V being the site of the dwellings. Vast 
lu^ds of cattle were gi’azing beyond the village ; 
the sun was setting as it were in clouds of fire ; 
while the moon, standing in the south, added a 
peculiar feature to the silence and solitude of 
the scene. 

To the tenth station I trudged over bad roads, 
in worse weather, and through a dreary and un- 
productive country. On reaching the thfrteenth 
station, however, high lands to the south begati 
to revive me with thdr appearance^ and break 
the sameness of the scene. 

I stopped at Gloukhof a little unwell, from 
having been wet twenty-four hours; a small 
cabin received me, whose civil landlord and his 
handsome daughter readily furnished me with 
bread, rice, and milk, and a comfortable bed. 
Next day started for Semipalatinsk, which I 
reached at noon, having crossed some sand-hiUs. 

Semipalatinsk is also a fortress with near one 
thousand soldiers and a commandant* It is a 
neat town, and has a military school upon the 
Lancasterian system, instructing four huhdred 
boys; a cfrcumstance of pleasing reflection to 
an English mind, to find her own benevolent 
ideas adopted even here, in a tract of country 
removed by its situation from almost every ac- 
cess to civilization. The establishment is in its 
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infancy, and tVom this, and a great want of 
capable masters, exliibits no gi’eat proficiency ; 
beyond reading and writing. The town, inde- 
pendent of the rnilitaiy, numbers about two 
thousand inhabitants, who carry on an incon- 
siderable trade with their southern neighbours. 
It stands on a pleasant eminence, commanding 
a fine view of the lofty mountains to the south. 
I was hospitably entertained by the comman- 
dant, who lives in a respectable style. The sur- 
rounding country is void of cultivation, and in- 
fested with robbers, who commit serious depre- 
dations, an instance of which occurred while I 
was at diimer ; a poor pedlar being robbed of 
two thousand roubles, or one hundred pounds, 
and his horse, neither of which there is any 
cbance of his recovering. There is evidently 
something incorrect, but which I could not fa- 
thom, in the administration of justice, as it re- 
sjaicts the punishment of robbers; but there is 
no doubt that a due per-centage on the lost pro- 
perty, applied in a certain manner, will procure 
its restoration. This, indeed, appeal’s as open 
a countenance of the crime as can well be iraa- 
^Lned ; yet such is the fact. If no fee is given, 
little exertion is made, and the numerous com- 
plaints on this subject have hitherto been of no 
efl'ect. 
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I quitted Semipalatinsk late in- the evening, and 
directed niy steps for Ubinsk along the Iianks of 
a little stream which gives name to the fortress, 
and which unites with the Irtish. I had entered 
a kibitka which was passing the “same way, and 
at some distance observed the postilion turn off 
suddenly to the right. My mind misgave me, be- 
cause in no instance before had I deviated from 
the high-road. I I'ecollected, also, that the Cos- 
sack and postilion were both half drunk, and had 
been in earnest and secret conversation ; I there- 
fore determined to (juit by a short movement. It 
was ten at night, and we were in a low thick 
brushwood, when taking my knapsack, I suddenly 
quitted the vehicle, infoiining them, as well as I 
coidd by signs, and an obstinate persistance not to 
go their way, that if they were bound as they had 
pretended they would follow me. I continued 
alone, and regained the main road ; the vehicle 
also tacked and came after me, but I refused to 
re-enter it, and marched on to the next station, 
keeping them at a respectful distance all the way. 
On my arrival, I discharged the Cossack, with- 
out, however, reporting his conduct to the Ger- 
man commandant, as I perhaps ought to have 
done. My hostess for the night was in a most 
unamiable temper, seeming to partake of the dis- 
appointment of the two fellows; for which her 
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husband, a corporal, gave her a sound drubbing, 
with a stick “ bigger than his thumb.” 

In the afternoon of the next day, I crossed the 
Irtish, after a hard walk of thirty miles. The 
country low and wet from smart showers, — in the 
evening I reached Poyanoyarsk, and here first 
saw melons in this country. These, which are 
of a prodigious size, form, with cucumbers and 
bread, the general summer diet of the inhabitants. 
They sell at one copcc each, that is ten for a 
penny,— a price w'hich certainly does not render 
to the grower 'any thing beyfmd the l)arest sub- 
sistence ; for five guineas I might have loaded a 
sliip with them. I received a great many as pre- 
sents, but left them as useless to one in my situ- 
ation. The cucumbers are also very fine, and 
equally cheap, being one hundred for a penny; 
and good wholesome brown bread at five pence 
for forty pounds. Whether from })erfcct hospi- 
tality or abundance I know not, I suppose from 
both, but I certainly never was lictter entertained. 

Next day I reached Ubinsk, a vile du’ty place, 
called here a town. I had before passed some 
distant elevated lands on the Kii’guise side, and 
here, I think, may be said to commence that chain 
of lofty mountains which divides the empires of 
Russia and China. Having procured another 
Cossack, I continiied along the Irtish for list k a- 
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menogoi'sk, the country on the west presenting 
some fine hiU and dale, with mountainous breaks 
in the back ground, while the Russian aide is still 
a level steppe. Corn fields lie at intervals aloi^ 
the road to the river Uba, which unites with the 
Irtish opposite to a bluft' projecting point, and 
hence occasions a strong cross current and rapid,- 
It was late when I reached it, yet, being anxious 
to get on, I determined to cross the stream, 
against the remonstrances of tlie natives. The 
feriy, or horse-boat, being out of repair, I was 
advised to wait at the village ; but seeing a canoe, 
I determined on trying how far it would assist 
me. My knapsack and various parts of saddlery 
I skulled over in safety, with my Cossack, the 
inhabitants sending their horses at the same time, 
and actually tying two to the canoe, which had 
nearly proved fatal to the whole. I, howevei’, 
reached iir safety, and a traveller on the opposite 
bank gave me the use of his tel^a to proceed 
upon my journey, not being himself able to take 
it across the river. 

The night was dull and rainy, but the moon 
being near her full, we got on tolerably well, and 
at eight in the morning I reached Uvare^f, 
whence I again began to enjoy my travels ; 
that unprwluctive and almost endless flat which 
extends from Ubinsk to Tobolsk and the Frozen 
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Se«lt, and from the Ural chain far eastward of 
Tomsk, is now succeetled by a beautiful variety 
of hilly country, much cultivation, and some forest 
Spots. Many bold and picturesque bluifs run into 
the river, rushing as it were through the valleys, 
and forming strong eddies as they pass the islands 
with which the river is interspersed. I reached 
UstkamenOgorsk in the early part of the second 
evening, having crossed a sort of broken chain of 
hflls. The scenery in general was, however, very 
lieautiful and wild ; to the right one of the peaks 
lifts its snow-clad head, and is visible at the dis- 
tance of one hundred miles. Ustkarnenogorsk is 
placed in a vast level valley, bounded east and 
West by lofty distant mountains, and the whole 
forms a rich and striking panorama. The fortress 
is like others hereabouts, — a bare mud wall, yet 
keeps a commandant and three hundred soldiers 
in snug but useless quarters, occupied in cutting 
hay, and feeding upon the j>oor peasantry. 

Very fine timber is brought here from a dis- 
tance of twenty miles, but the country is other- 
wise sterile. I quitted it for Boukhtarma next 
morning. The fii’st station was over a moun- 
tainous road, offering the most abundant treasiires 
to the botanist and mineralogist ; thence to Fek- 
Ifstouska twelve miles, and to Severnoy ten, over 
one of the most romantic countries in the world, 
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stOThetimes along the banks of the rapid iJlba, 
then across deep and dangerous ravines, tremen- 
dous precipices, and fertile valleys, where a few 
Tartai* peasants tending their flocks and herds 
were the only signs of any thing beside the imme- 
diate wmrks of the Creator. Some slender birch 
and gi’een fir-trees arrest tlie attention on the 
almost trackless path. The scene was too fine 
to sleep in, and I continued to Alexandrofskoy, 
twelve miles farther, to witness a repetition <rf 
the magnificence I had left behind. It was in- 
deed a scene to be enjoyed — at the close of the 
evening, in the middle of the month of August, 
and when lx)th the great luminaries of heaven 
were just seen yjcieping above the distant hills, one 
rising from the east the other setting in the w'^est, 
and not a sound was to be heard save the mur- 
mur of the Ulba winding towards the ea.st. The 
night was cold but beautiful, and a heavy dew 
falling on the most elevated parts, seemed to cast 
a melancholy shade over the valleys below. All 
nature seemed to smile upon me as I trotted over 
the gi’ound, meditating upon the f)erfect beauty 
of so deserted and unfrequented a spot. My re- 
verie continued till midrugbt, when I reached the 
village. Thence on horseback to Boukhtarma, 
fifteen miles, arriving early in the morning. The 
way was still exceedingly beautiful, being over a 
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inwintainoiis tract, now on the summit and then 
in a close valley, every where overhung by l)irch- 
trees* A few corn fields also appeared in the last 
stage l)efore I reached the fortress. 

Boukhtarma stands on the right bank of the 
Irtish, in one of the most romantic sjtots in the 
universe. It is environed by tlu; noblest moun- 
tains, wliich yet appear to have no other con- 
nexion with each other than that of standing to- 
gether on the same globe : they are in fact so 
many beautifiil hills placed on a perfectly level 
plane, so that a tiaveller may go round them 
without au ascent or descent of ten j)erpendicular 
feet. From this may be imagined the I’omantic 
beauty of the valleys which intervene: not a tree, 
nor a shmb, nor a habitation is to be seen, save 
only in the fortress; — notliing but grass. The val- 
ley is one continued carpet of herbage, forming, in 
contrast with the sterile mountains, a picturesque 
solitude, undisturbed, except during the night, by 
the barking of the w^olves and other wild animals. 

I drank tea with the commandant, and called 
on the administrator of the customs, to whom I 
had a commendatory letter. I found him civil, 
obliging, and tolerabljt educated, — consequently 
a rare plant in such a place. I accompanied him 
to view what is deemed an object of curiosity in 
this part of the world ; it is a large sand-stone 
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near the hank of the river, on which are imprint- 
•ed the marks of the feet of a man and of ahorse; 
they are in a perfect state, and to all appearance 
have been formed by nature. The heels are to- 
wards the river, the feet of the man in advance of 
those of the horse about thirty inches, very well 
representing the situation of the feet of a man 
holding the horse. I could gather nothing of its 
origin beyond the siUy tradition of the place. It 
is evident, however, from the situation of this 
stone, that the river has changed its course. 

The fortress, though it maintains a command- 
ant, mth a garrison of three hundred men, is a 
miserable place, the woret along the whole fron- 
tier line ; nor is the village better. The Kirguise 
commit great havoc among the cattle, stealing 
great numbers, of which not more than one-half 
are, in any circumstances, restored. A considei*- 
able trade might l>e established at this point be- 
tween the Russian and Chinese empires, but for 
the obstinacy, ignorance, and policy of the latter 
nation, who will not change the route by which 
their forefathers travelled. The advantage of the 
alteration would be sufficiently apparent from the 
mere fact of the lesser distance from Pekin to 
Boukhtarminsk, than from that city to Kiatka 
and Tobolsk. But the raadn circumstance is, that 
by adopting Boukhtarminsk as the entrepdt of the 
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national commodities, no less than three thousand 
miles of land-carrii^e would be sav€‘d, as on both 
sides the produce might go the whole distance 
betwixt St. Petersburg and Boukhtarminsk by 
water : the effect to both would evidently be a 
very considerable saving, principally indeed to the 
Russians, on which account the Chinese would 
rather waive their own advantage than consent to 
the arrangement. 

Against this measure it is argued, that the go- 
vernment of Irkutsk would be materially injured. 
This is by no means clear ; and even if true, the 
benefit of the public should not be put in comj)e- 
tition with that of half a dozen rich merchants, 
who inight still maintain a trade to supply all 
Farther and Central Siberia. The Russian Ame- 
rican Company must be rather benefited than in- 
jured by the measure ; and, in short, all the differ- 
ence to Russia would be, that its European domi- 
nions would be supplied with the productions of 
China at twenty per cent, less than at present. 
The Russian government api)ear to have had this 
project in contemplation, though they have not 
persevered ; a few silks, bricks of tea, and tobac- 
co, being the only articles entered since the erec- 
tion Tof a custom-house. No doubt can exist of 
the advantages arising from so local and beautiful 
a situation ; it would have the effect of making 
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tJie banks of the Irtish, from its source to To- 
bolsk, one of tile most valuable,; fertile, and beau- 
tiful districts in the universe. Settlers would 
come from all parts of the world to establish 
themselves on its bouudless tracts of corn axid 
pasture lands. Switzerland has been called free, 
but will scarcely bear comparison with a country 
which has no human inhabitant. Nor is the cli- 
mate bad, 18" of Reaumur’s being the extreme; 
and winter, which begins in November, ending in 
April. 

Having procured a guide, I left Boukhtarminsk 
for the line of demarcation on the Chinese and 
Russian frontiers. I first crossed the stream 
which gives name to the fortress, and then over a 
good path, entered upon a most romantic country, 
near the village of Voronia. It is impossible, 
without a poetical imagination, to conceive the 
beauties of such a country ; the magnificent and 
bold steifle precipices which are seen rising from 
the great level pasture base, are, I should think, 
quite unparalleled ; and the noble Irtish forcing 
its way amongst the numerous islands near this 
part of the river, adds to the ma,jesty of the 
scene. At the village, among other similar luxu- 
ries, I was treated with wild currants, melons, 
cassia, “ milk, and honey.” Surely this is the 
natural place for the habitation of man. _ The 
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b&iiks of the river are indented with miincrdtis 
well formed artiiicial caves, used as ice-oellai’s. 
Fifteen miles farther I reached the picturesque 
village of Cheremshanka, remarkable as a great 
breeding place foi’ cattle ; thence along the banks 
of the Irtish, on a good path, over a well culti- 
vated corn country, I passed Krasni-yarki, and 
at eight in the evening reached Macaria, on 
the banks of the Narym, a small stream uniting 
with the Irtish, in an abundant and fertile 
valley. 

The night was so beautiful, the moon just 
ascending above the hills, that in spite of a good 
sup})er, which was ready and inviting my attack, 

I resumed my journey on horseback, in company 
with tlie landlord, to Malaya-Narynika, the last 
Russian spot on the frontier. An officer and a 
few men placed here, are all that are left to mark 
the boundaries of two such mighty empires as 
Russiji and China. I forded the little styeam 
which forms the actual limit, and seating myself 
on a stone on the left bank, was soon lost in a 
reverie. It was about midnight; the moon, ap- 
paretitly full, was near her meridian, and seemed 
to encourage a pensive inclination. What can 
surpass that scene I know not. Some of the 
loftiest gi’anite mountains spreading in various 
directions, enclosing some of the most luxuriant 
V01-. 1. 
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valleys in the world ; yet all deserted !~all this 
fair and fertile rtact abandoned to wild beasts, 
merely to constitute a neutral territory ! 

To the first Chinese settlement it is eighty 
miles, I woidd fain have visited it, but durst not 
without previous notice, and for this ceremony 
could ill spare the time. Formerly thek advanced 
post was where I am writing this account, and J 
felt something like pleasure to find myself withiij 
the celestial empire. Their guard was, it seemsi 
removed by the Court of Pekin, from jealousy uf 
her subjects holding any converse with foreigners. 
The commanding officer is a banished mandarin, 
who is compelled to live like the soldiers, being 
denied both money and assistance fi om his friends ; 
but as the post is generally occupied by a person 
who has been condemned to death for some gr-etit 
crime, he is fain to accept his pardon on condition 
of serving ten years as chief of the guard. They 
have, I was informed, a neat village, with abun-* 
dance of meat and vegetables, besides wild fruits. 

At peep of dawn I re>crossed the Narym, and 
getting a canoe floated down to my deserted supr 
per at Makaria, which the hostess bad been 
desired by my companion to keep hot. I reached 
it at four in the moniing, having been carried 
along by the stream with dangerous velocity. 
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After some refreshment, I again entered thi^ 
canoe, I’eceiving a brick of tea, and a pound of 
tobacco from my obliging host. ’ He is a volun- 
tary settler, with twenty men under his command, 
who are all accumulating property. The velo- 
city of the Irtish soon carried me past Krasni- 
yarki, and I reached Boukhtarminsk at three 
in the morning of the following day, if possible 
stiH more delighted with the prospect ; the ever- 
chan^ng variety of the banks is as rich as tbe 
beauty of the inland scenery. The left bank 
consists generally of bold and lofty precipices 
crowned with wood, while the right presents a 
low, but beautiful plain, studded Muth rocky hills, 
and abounding in com and hay. 

The re-crossing of the Boukhtarma was cer- 
tainly a hazardous adventure. The passage is 
hardly ever attempted but in the day time, as 
there are many shifting sand-banks, and a tre- 
niendous cross current, or rapid, to avoid. Thia 
is occasioned by four currents meeting at the 
same point of the Irtish, near to the fortress ; 
and so rapid is the collected stream that nothing 
but poling the canoe can cross it; and if once 
the boat be brought within the vortex of the 
centre, nothing can save it from being swamped. 

It was with great difficulty that I prevailed on 
N 2 
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any of the Cossacks, who, at the best, are but Ip- 
different boatmen, to take me across. After 
great toil and risk we reached in safety the 
fault was clearly mine had any accident occuri’ed» 
but I was too impatient at the moment either 
to weigh the matter or to listen to remonstrance. 

Arriving early, I loused up my old fiiend the 
collector of the customs, with whom I brealc- 
fasted and dined. The jdace is considered un- 
healthy, owing to the foulness of the water, of 
the Boukhtarma ; a mischief one would think 
easily remedied by the proximity of the Irtish, 
which is only two miles distant ; but here Rus- 
sian indolence supersedes most conveniences. I 
was infomied that reindeer abound in the moun- 
tains, which also contain some sheep. The horns 
of the former are considered valuable, fetching 
two and three guineas a pair : when very yoimg, 
the Chinese })urchase them, and extract a fa- 
vourite medicine ; the younger the animal who 
has shed the horns, the gi’eater the value. All 
sorts of diet were too cheap to be named, enough 
to hold out reasonable inducements to emigrate 
thither. 

After dinner I embarked for Ustkamenogorsk, 
upon the Boukhtarma, descending wbich I ra- 
pidly entered the Irtish, a noble river. The 
crew of the boat offered up thanks for their safe 
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amval: we had come through a close and moun- 
tainous bluff valley, and certainly there was some- 
thing terrific in the passage. I need not observe 
thafe I was myself thankful, as really the uiixing 
with military sailors was far from pleasant. At 
midnight wl’.en we had reached fifty miles, several 
fishing-boats joined company ; we left them, how- 
ever, with courier haste, and I reached the for- 
tress at six in the morning, having been about 
ten hours descending a distance of ninety miles. 
Tflie scenery from Narym to Boukhtarminsk and 
Ustkamcnogorsk, a distance of one hundred and 
sixty miles, is upon tlie wliole truly beautiful, 
though not a habitation is to be seen along the 
banks, which are lofty eminences, divided by 
tremendous and perpendicular ravines ; there arc, 
however, many delightful and romantic situations, 
but no means of holding a communication along 
the banks of the river, except l)y boats. Wild 
fowl and fish are in the utmost abundance, as 
observed before when speaking of Tobolsk, 

Of the value of the Irtish 1 need say nothing, 
it speaks for itself. Holding an almost uninter- 
rupted communication from the frontiers of China 
to the frozen sea, a steam-boat might go from 
Boukhtarminsk to Tobolsk in a few days, and 
return in twice the time. Wood for fire is 
Jilentiful. and many establishments might be 
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fbmed for the preparing and felling of it ; whilf 
a water communication is ready formed with the 
Caspian, Baltic, and White Seas, and thence 
down even to Tobolsk. The soil, which is a black 
mould, is exceedingly rich. It is to the banks 
of the Boukhtarma that colonies of Scotch 
should be sent, and indeed such was the inten- 
tion of the Emperor Paul, but it was set aside 
upon the breaking out of a war, and has not. 
since been resumed, though there is no doubt 
that, at this moment, such settlers would be both 
protected and eticouraged. No part of the world 
can offer gTeater or more certain advantages to 
the agriculturist, than the right bank of the 
Irtish ; nor rent, nor tax, nor war, will for 4^8 
disturb such a speculator. 

At Ustkamenogorsk I again partook of the 
hospitality of the commandant, a Frenchman ; his 
name is Delancourt, and he has been thirty-five 
years in Siberia, doing any thing or nothing ; 
being one of those feeble but respectable indi- 
viduals, of which there are several, that are sup- ' 
ported by the liberality of the Russian Govern- 
ment. In him I saw the first instance of a 
Frenchman’s forgetting his own country ; he 
seemed entirely divested of the patriotic affection 
which that fickle nation are supposed to poss^, 
but which perhaps generally exists more in ap- 
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p^earsancd than in reality, as wherever a French* 
Mian can do best, there he will settle. 

i asked him if he ever intended to return to 
France, his reply was, that “ France was nothing 
to him.” I asked him, why? he looked at bis 
wife and large family of marriageable daughters, 
shrugged up his shoulders, and said, “ Que voulez 
vous que j’y fasse,’’ and heaving a sigh, left the 
room. Yet, in spite of his teeth, he was still a 
Frenchman, for the first words upon his return 
were, “ Ma pauvre France.” I had touched a 
tender string, and although he is now resigned 
to his fate, he says that he has been a “ bete” 
for marrying, and begetting an entail which he 
cannot quit. His society, during the few homs 
that I enjoyed it, was vei’y agreeable. 

In the eaxly part of the evening I again em- 
barked on die Irtish for Ubinsk, the distance 
being eighty miles, - yet I arrived there early in 
the morning. The view of the country is vari- 
ous, the prospect more pleasant and open than 
higher up, and some prettily scattered hiUs on 
the tilain, which attended me for thii’ty mUes, 
when the banks of the river became low and flat, 
and except some hills, very distant to tlie west, 
every thing reminded me that I had again enter- 
ed upon the steppe desert. I enjoyed an lios- 
pitaJile and wholesome breakfast, even at such a 
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dirty place as Ubinsk: indeed it presented no- 
tlung of interest but the good and modest looks 
of its female inhabitants. I procui'ed a (’os.sack 
to attend rne to Barnaoule, distance tAvo hun- 
dred and twenty miles ; the first station towards 
which was to Chamanai, twenty-five miles, over 
corn-fields, and along the right bank of the Ulba, 
which I was now more fortunate in crossing than 
before, the large ferry-boat having l)een repaired. 
Passed a large silver mining village called Mi- 
chailofsky; — the country becoming hilly and bar- 
ren, except on the hanks of the river. One 
occurrence in this district powerfully recalled me 
to Europe, for I dined at a puhlic-liouse, and was 
expected to pay for my dinner, the first time 
since my arrival in Siberia. The place is, howr. 
ever, so great a thoroughfare, that it is here a 
considerable business to prepare provisions for 
the thousands of carters Avho are employed in 
transporting the ore to Kolyvan and Zmeyeva; 
yet stiU these inns boast so economical a charge, 
that in no instance had I to pay more than ten 
copecs (one penny) for as hearty a meal as I 
could desire, — a meal which was made of bread, 
meat, vegetables, and l)eer, or kuass. I have 
no hesitation in asserting, that one j)enny of 
Sil)eria is equal to one shilling of England. 

To the next station is a good road of twenty 
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miles over a well caltivated country. On the 
second day I I’cachcd Zrneyeva, twenty miles 
farther, through heavy rains, and over a hilly 
country, *It is an uncivil and inhospitahle ])l{M,‘e. 
I arrived at near ten o'clock, exceedingly wet 
and fatigued, and presenting myself to the 
police-master, was sent to three lodgings, all of 
which refused me from my distressed a])pcar- 
ance. I again returned to the police, and seat- 
ing myself down on the door-steps, raining as 
it was, made my supper of melons and bread, 
with a glass of Sjnrit from the kahak : in this 
condition I was found by the jjolice-m aster, who 
had heard of my being refused entrance. He 
accompanied me to the mastt'r of the house, 
whom he reiwimanded, and jictuaUy turned the 
owners out of the best room to make accom- 
modation for me. I felt averse to such a con- 
duct, yet knowing the custom of the country, 
and feeling w^hat a night it was, 1 would not 
interfere, and therefore, after partaking of tea, 
which in this country is soon provided, lay down 
with my Cossack, — a mere useless fellow. 

Next morning I found the master and mistress 
of the house as civil as they had Ijeen the reverse, 
providing me with all I wanted, and even begging 
me not to be angay at their unintentional error. 
Zrneyeva is a large, hut scatt(n’ed place, next in 
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rank to Barnaoule, in the Government of Ko- 
lyvan. It niimbers from five to six thousand in- 
habitants, all in thriving circumstances; It has 
many valuable silver and copper mines in its 
neighbourhood, and a considerable government 
establishment is kept up for their use, and for re- 
ducing the ore to silver, which is said to be found 
here purer than in any other part of the govern- 
ment; but I did not wait to view the works, 
being anxious to reach Barnaoule. Arrived at 
Saukas, I dischai^d the Cossack as a saUcy and 
useless fellow, who had flattered himself I could 
not do without him. In general they are more 
plague than profit : though I am willing to make 
allowance for the unpleasantness of travelling with 
a capricious stranger, and this too in rainy wea- 
ther, and over bad roads, without being permitted 
to ride but at his pleasure. In the evening I 
reached the river Kolyvan, beyond which is a ro-? 
mantic looking country, inhabited by a wild Has', 
kolnick race, who seemed inclined to try how 
long I could travel without food. They are des- 
cendants of a people banished by the empress 
Catherine from Poland, about the time of the 
second dismembennent in 1 7 89. I was, however; 
fortunate in getting a lodging at the abode of an 
old soldier, who had lost both his legs, althougb 
the rest of the society consisted of fifteen iroi^d 
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convicts, bonnd to the mines of Nertchinsk as 
deserters from those of Kolyvan. I was too glad 
to get any where from the inclemency of the 
weather, and Raskolnicks, to feel much care 
about my present company. 

I reached the fifth station over a flat pasture 
plain, passing and meeting the greatest variety 
of vehicles which I have ever seen converted to 
one use, aU of which are employed between the 
mines and Barnaoule in carrying the earth and 
oarcs.-^The comniGn t6k'ga, canoes, coffins, cover- 
ed carts, and waggons are alike occupied ; the 
covered carts have locks attached to them, and 
belong to the government, and are used expressly 
for conveying the more valuable specimens. I en- 
quired into 'the condition of the people, but could 
only learn that he who had most horses qnd carts 
was best off". Having crossed the little river 
Aley, I was hospitably entertained at the sixth 
station by the elder of the village, whose mother 
is a Grerman ; we contrived to be intelligible to 
one another, and he was so good as to send me 
with his horses the next morning to the eighth 
station, near forty miles of abominable and slip- 
pery roads. I got to the river Katounya, at the 
ninth station, and crossing by a decent wooden 
bridge, entered a fine open country, the Obe flow- 
ing majestically in the fore-ground. Cultivation 
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was conspicuous in every direction ; and iminense 
forests bound the distant horizon. At Kahnanka 
I was almost knocked up and tortured w'ith an 
insulFerable head-ache, my very eyes seemed a 
plague to me; I was, in short, so ill as to refuse 
all nourishment. Fortune threw me into the ha- 
bitation of an old, civil, and humane man, who 
seeing my condition, kindly put me into his own 
bed, giving me also some warm tea, and a coiij)le 
of fox blankets. 1 slept well, and arose neixt 
morn in eveiy respect, except weakness, as if no- 
thing had ailed me. 

With my knapsa(;k on my shoulders I bade 
adie\i to my kind host, and reached Karnaoule in 
the afternoon, eighteen miles : the neighbouring 
country one vast pasture, enlivened by some fine 
wood, and villages emdosed witliin cultivated 
lands. Upon nearing the city the soil becomes 
changed from a black mould to heavy sand, and 
the face of the country is converted from unin- 
terrupted and pi<:;turesque cultivation to a thick 
forest of pine and fir. Descending the hill to the 
south-west, Barnaoule has a neat and remarkably 
regular appearance, being situated on the Obe, 
just at the point where the little river Barnaoule 
enters it. I waited u[)on the police-master, pro- 
cured comfortable lodgings, passed the night well, 
and then paid my resiiects to his Excellency, the 
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Govei'nor (Froloff), who, with his amiable lady, 
shewed me every attention during iny stay, and 
insisted upon my making their Imuse my home. 

The Govei'nor was good enough to accompany 
me to the different public works, all of wliich I 
found in the best state, and ivas highly gratified 
at the inspection. Indeed the order and proper 
feeling of the government of Barnaoule might be 
made a proverb ; the work in the mines, and all 
the departments, being carried on day and night. 
The silver metal is wrought into ingots, and in 
that state forwarded to St. l^eti'rsburg ; but the 
copper ore is coined to pay the salaries of the offi- 
cers and workmen. Tlic money of Barnaoule is 
far superior in workmanship to that of Ekatherine- 
bourg. There are thirty-tw'o mines belonging to 
the Emperor, and more are continually discovered, 
so that the whole district may be said to be silver. 
They yield, upon an average, twelve Imndred 
poods of metal, which, in consideration of some 
gold mixed with it, is equal to four millions 
and a half of roubles, or two hundred thousand 
pounds, no trifling return to Russia from so 
small a province. The expense of the establisli- 
ment, including the maintenance of the officers, 
&c. is about one million and a half of roubles ; 
which is neai'ly defrayed by the taxes, duties, and 
tributes paid by the Calmucks and Kirguise from 
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the southward. The establishTuent, therefore, cer- 
tainly produces a clear revenue of four millions. 

Of eighty-two thousand inhabitants which 
the government contains, independent of thirteen' 
thousand belonging entirely to the works, fifty-five 
thousand, or two-thirds, are obliged to be con- 
stantly at woi'k, that is, during twelve bom’s, out 
of the twenty-four ; the first week during the 
night, and the second during the day, and so on. 
The third week is a period allotted for the wolf- 
ing of their lands, and this they owe to the good? 
ness and humanity of the present chief, who has 
in many respects ameliorated the condition of 
the unfortijpates under him, and who, it will be 
recollected, are, like those at Ekatherineboui^, 
not criminals, but peasants belonging to the 
emperor. 

The wages and profits derived from this vei’y 
hard work, carried on day and night, are almost 
too trifling to name; but a little reflectidri' Will 
shew that their condition is far from wretched. 
Their dii’ect profits depend upon their actucd 
labour, as he who has most horses, or cmries 
most loads from the mines to Barnaoule, receives 
most money. They have also ample time to work 
their lands, and reap abundance of comr^and 
vegetables. Scarcely any full-grown man can bd 
found who has not two or three horsd, and as ’ 
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many horned cattle, employed during the season 
in carrying the ore, for which they receive at the 
rate of thirteen copecs the pood, — one penny 
farthing for thirty-six jKmnds. Many of them 
prefer this employment, and are actually able to 
save considerable sums of money in it, especi- 
ally those who have many horses. The plan is 
this : — 

The journey from Zmeyeva to Bamaoule occu- 
pies nine days, and allowing the same time for 
rest and returning, eighteen days are consumed in 
lodging twenty poods of earth, which is the aver- 
age of each horse; and as each pood pays thirteen 
and a half copecs, he receives two hundred and 
sixty-five copecs, or about two shillings, — a sum 
here sufficient to maintain one person in bread 
and meat for thirty days, at the rate of one pound 
and a half of meat and three pounds of bread a- 
day. This calculation is on the supjmsition that 
each driver manages but one cart, when, in fact^ 
they sometimes have the charge of ten and fifteen, 
the profits of one half of which are equal to a 
rouble a-day, — a sum sufficient to maintain at 
least ten people in bread and meat, — to say no- 
thing of their other means in the produce of two 
d^s’ mttra work in each week. But this is not 
all ; many of the carters, who do the work of 
others, receive one hundred and fifty rouble 
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a-year for that service; no question can th^e- 
fore possibly arise of the flourishing state of the 
government of Kolyvan. 

The quantity of earth brought to the works trf 
Barnaoule in the course of the year, is four mil> 
lions of poods. Each pood producing one .rouble 
of clear profit gives the revenue already stated; 
two per cent, is added for the cjuantity of gold* 
and seven for the value of copper, two huttdred 
and fifty thousand roubles of which are coin^i 
The carriage of so immense a quantity of earth is 
about half a million of roubles, or twenty-five 
thousand pounds, about one-third of the whole 
expense of the government of Kolyvan. I’welve 
thousand horses and oxen are employed, and 
about fifteen hundred labourers, — an average of 
eight horses to each, i 

The quantity of cxdtivated land is two hundred 
and fifty thousand English acres, from which one 
inillioii and a quarter of poods of flour are preM 
duced, belonging entirely to the peasantty; The 
produce of vegetables is also w onderfid, and the 
immense herds of cattle keep down meat at a very 
low price. That of pi’ovisions was as follows 
white bread, seldom used, sixty copecs, or six- 
pence, for forty pounds; ordinary brejid, that usai 
by all classes, threepence for forty pounds ; excel- 
lent beef, fifteejx pence for forty pounds, or two 
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pounds for three farthings; and vegetables, eggs, 
milk, butter, SiC., for the merest trifle. House 
rent is very cheap, and society is good. The 
town is well and regularly built, having many 
handsome edifices of brick as well as of wood, and 
upon the whole it is a most desirable place for re- 
sidence. The city contains about eight thousand 
inhabitants ; and although the situation is not 
particularly beautiful, it has still many adv^- 
tages, being placed in a noble forest, which serves 
at once for building and firing. There is a neat 
promenade in its only square, which is likely to 
be much frequented. The governor depends sole- 
ly on the cabinet, to whom, as at Ekathcrine- 
bourg and Nertchinsk, the reports are made ; not 
even the Governor-general can interfere. It may 
be compared in rank with a vice-governorship. 

Upon my anival, I found great preparations 
making to receive his Excellency Mr. Sper.'inski, 
the Governor-general, who was making the circuit 
of all the goveraments to inquire into abuses, he 
being possessed with unlimited powers. His Ex- 
cellency arrived in the course of the second day, 
and was received with the res[)ect due to Iris rank, 
integrity, and virtues. Two sumptuous dinners 
were given by the cluef of the district, the gar- 
dens were illuminated, balls were assembled, and 
every one .lyas happy. I of^eourse shone a con- 
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spiciioiis object — indeed I was honoured with the 
friendship and confidence of both those gentlemen. 
Of General Spei’anski I will only say, that I have 
never seen more true greatness of soul, or good- 
ness of heart. Inhere is in him a certain conde- 
scension and affability, and at the same time a 
certain air of nobility that strikes all who ap- 
proach him with awe and respect. Of his per- 
sonal attentions to me, I shall ever feel proud and 
grateful. He had at first taken me for a Haskol- 
nick, from my long beard and longer golden 
locks : notwithstanding I wore at the same time a 
long swaddling grey nankeen coat, and a .silken 
sash round my waist ; but indeed so great a buck 
had I become of late, that I hardly knew mysself. 
As to my shoes, they were better than new, 
although seven years had elapsed from the time 
that Baron Bode bad first used them. 

To return, however,^ to the Governor-General. 
He told me that there was an expedition on the 
river Kolyma, fitted out purposely to solve the 
question regarding the north-east cape of Asia; 
and his Excellency kindly offered me his perrnis- 
saon to proceed with it. Too glad to accept a fa- 
vour of the kind, I instantly closed with the offer, 
and determined not to wait a moment in Irkutsk 
and Yakutsk beyond the necessary tiipe; but to 
proceed immediatelj^ to the Frozen either to 
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share the fortune, good or had, of the expedition, 
or, in case of any irn{)edinjent from jealousy, to 
withdraw and follow some other j>lan. The Go- 
venior-genera! supplied me with various orders 
and recommeiulations for wliatever places I should 
visit, as also an open order “ I'o the Judges of 
towns and provinces, to the Meml)ers of the ]>ro- 
vincial courts of justice and to all Commissaries in 
the goveiTunent of all Sil)eria,” recommending 
“ that the bearer, Captiun John Cochrane of the 
British Royal Navy, uoav travelling through Sibe- 
ria, should obtain every lawful protection, de- 
fence, and hospitality, and that every aid within 
the power of the towns and provinces should be 
afforded him, in case he should stand in need of 
them.” 

With the above valuable reconunendaiion, al- 
mpst amounting to a command, and a Cossack, 
I departed from a town which I still think the 
happiest, the best governed, and neatest in Si- 
beria, for Tomsk. Taking the road towards 
Gumba, through ten miles of sandy and thickly 
wooded country, along the left bank of the Obe, 
I crossed that river the next day, on my way to 
Osokiena. There are in the neighbourhood some 
silver pits, and some lakes, but no cultivation 
whatever. I reached the fifth station on the 
second cbyis' constantly in a thick forest of noble 
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pinefS, passing many lakes, as well as small rivers, 
all uniting with the Obe. On arriving at Wasiui- 
gan my Cossack gave me a proof of his utility by 
getting drunk, and losing his pipe and his cap as 
well as his senses, in which state therefore 1 left 
him to shift for himself. 

Upon reaching Bazillof'ka, tlie country improves, 
and the villages are pleasantly distributed. The 
inhabitants Avere all shivering with the cold, 
though wrapped up in furs ; whUe I, in my nan- 
keen, experienced no inconvenience. The view 
of the country did not change until I I'eached 
Prosokova, where some Avell cultivated hills make 
their apjAearance. My (’ossat^k overtook me, and 
after many professions of contiition, obtained his 
pardon,— and got drunk immediately upon the 
strength of it. At Vcrushina I got sight of the 
Tom, winding over a well cleaied country, but 
sadly bare of inhabitants. I AV'^as again overhauled 
for contraband goods. From thence to Tomsk 
are thirty miles, where I areived early the follow- 
ing morning. In the latter part, the country bore 
the appearance of a desert; vAood liad disappeared, 
and cultivation had ceased, although the road was 
fine. 

I presented myself to the Vice-governor, brb- 
ther-in-law to Mr. Berg of Perm, and Mr. Rosing 
of Tolx)lsk, my former hosts. Here also I got 
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well lodged; al’ter wliich 1 called on his Excellency 
the Governor lUichefsky, with whom, and his 
amiable family, I passed ray time pleasantly. 
The Governor presented me with fifty roubles, a 
watch, a pair of spectacles, and some few articles 
of wearing a])parel, making part of the effects of 
which I had been robljed near St. Petersburg, thus 
verifying my observation to the Governor of Nov- 
gorod, that the robljers woidd be found, but not 
befitre I had reached the heart of Siberia, wheir 
1 now was. 

I’ornsk is a city and capital of a province of the 
same name, containing five hundred thousand 
inhsibitants, while there are al)out nine or ten 
thousand in the city, which, in spite of several 
churches, and many handsome edifices, public and 
private, is a most miserable place, yet shewing 
every hospitality and kindness to travellers and 
strangers. Tlie society, also, is, I am afraid, far 
from good, owing to the bad example from those 
whose rank and situation should produce other 
effects on their inferiors. The town is on the 
right bank of the Tom, near its mouth, at the 
foot of a hill which protects it from the north- 
east and south-east winds. During May and 
June it is greatly subject to inundation from the 
nver. 

Tomsk has a military school with four hundred 
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students, backward enough in their education, as 
also a provincial college without masters or scho- 
lars, though a considerable revenue is attached to 
it. Indeed, the only praiseworthy object is a very 
neat public garden, in which is a building for 
balls, dinners, and the like ; and on this day, 30th 
August, both were to be held in honour of the 
Emperor’s name-day. I , declined the invitation 
to this ffite from anxiety to get to my ulterior 
destination. Of the five hundred thousand inha- 
bitants, about eighty thousand pay taxes. The 
gross revenue is, I believe, about three millions of 
roubles, nearly the whole of which is necessary to 
support the government, thus yielding little or no 
return to the Emperor. It appears useless as a 
government, its Ijest service being to keep the 
i*oads in repaii’, and to mark the halfway between 
Tobolsk and Irkutsk. 

While the province of Kolyvan, at present in- 
dependent, was attached to the government, it 
made indeed some returns; but that branch being 
lopped off, the parties in office, liigh and low, 
appeal- to have given up all idea of being of ser- 
vice, and have since done less than nothing. 

Except in point of locality, ’l''omsk does not 
appear an eligible place as the seat of a govern- 
ment, which it would certainly be preferable to 
remove to Yakutsk, dividing the intervening space 
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I>etween Tobolsk and Irkutsk, deducting irom the 
latter all beyond Kirenga on the Lena, and from 
the former all west of the Irtish and Tol)ol, and 
only south to Ishim ; creating Ekatherinebourg 
and Barnaoule into distinct govennnents, so that 
the boundaries of the latter should be all the 
country south of the great road. Yakutsk would 
then be the most extensive government in point 
of territory, holding the command even of Kamt- 
chatka, instead of Irkutsk, as at present. The 
duty of a governor of Irkutsk, and that of a vice- 
governor, are much too great to be united; and no 
possibility exists of comjdeting any yeai’’s accounts 
within the year. 

I witnessed at Tomsk the sale of thirty toler- 
able sized bullocks for four hxindred and eiffhtv 
roixbles, or about eighteen pounds sterling: ex- 
cepting only at Mexico, I have never seen ano- 
ther such instance of cheapness and plenty. The 
province, however, does not produce much bread, 
being too cold and exposed ; that commodity may 
therefore be deemed dear at its present price of 
a rouble {or ten-pence) for forty pounds. I de- 
parted for Irkutsk, in company with a Cossack, 
and furnished with a discretionary authority to 
procure horses, as also an open order for every 
attention to be shewn to me. I passed over a 
dreary and woodless flat waste, until I reached 
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Kolionskaya, eighty miles. The villages had 
been numerous, but miserable in the extreme, 
excepting those inhabited by Tartars. They are 
Maliomedans, and, like those of Tobolsk and Tara, 
of the Kazan race. From Kolionskaya the 
countiy apjiears to rise a little, but the road was 
most execrable, nay, almost impassable either by 
man or horse. The wood is now of tolerable 
size; birch, fir, larch, pine, and poplar; but there 
is little or no cultivation, and no appearance of 
industry ; the inhabitants being a lazy set of 
exiled Russians. The care of cattle, and the rais- 
ing a few vegetables, together with the transport 
of merchandise for the mta'chants, almost ex- 
clusively engage their attention, when they are 
not employed in drinking, and the women have 
quite enough to do to find their lazy husbands in 
provisions and clothes. 

Such was my route the next day to Krasno- 
retcliinsky, one hundred miles. Almost each 
village is favoured with a small river, many of 
them with considerable ones ; yet the road has 
little or no interest, and the villages are composed 
of half-finished huts. From Batoya my journey 
was rendered unpleasant through a misunder- 
standing with my Cossack, who, meeting with an 
old crony, had requested to stay supper. I con- 
sented, being hungry, under the cx^jectation of 
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IjieiHg asked to partake ; blit finding myself dis-* 
appointed, I hiiiTied away. He followed^ grumb* 
ling, and giving me at intervals a good deal of 
impertinence, — a thing, I must confess, very rarely 
tolerated in Russia. Next day I reached At^ 
chinsk, pleasantly situate on the banks of the 
Tchtilym, in a hilly country, with its two costly 
churches, some good houses, and two thousand 
five hundred inhabitants. It can yet barely be 
called a town; it is at least a very miserable 
one. 

I jnoceeded through it and many villages, till 
I reached Krasnojarsk, distant eighty miles, over 
a road, with little exception, almost impassable ; 
that part which lies lietween Chornaretsk to 
Malokemtchoutska is so bad, that I know of 
no better punishment to call the faculties of the 
director-general of the roads into exertion, than 
making him ride the distance of fifty miles every 
day in a telega ; if that did not recall him to his 
duty, I think nothing could, — at all events, it 
would be no sinecure. For my own part, my 
bones were so shaken that I preferred walking. 
The stages are also too long ; a fault, however, 
in the course of remedy, as new villages are 
springing up at every eight and ten miles. 

At Bolchei Kemtchoutska I met ‘the caiavan 
with teas, silks, and nankeens, from the Chinese 
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froQtiei^ bound to Moscow, c•onsistillg^ nf scttuo 
hundreds of carts. The hilly country continues 
as far as Zeledeyeva, to which place it is a dreary 
wild; but thence a fine open country begins, the 
hills to the north-east exhibiting a laboiious culr 
tivafion even to their summits. 

It was five in the evening wlien I entered 
Krasnojarsk veiled like a nun— no bad remedy 
against the effects of the mosquitoes; and al- 
though the appearance seemed strange to me, I 
persisted in following this custom of the natives. 
The last stage upon approaching this city is 
richly luxvuiaht on both sides, with the Yenissey 
rolling its picturesque course over a soil rich 
and well cultivated, and the vicinity may boast 
situations for the dwellings of a prince, pea- 
sant, or philosopher, — the little river Katcha 
winds at the foot of the north -w'estem hills, and, 
uniting with the Yenissey, forms an interesting 
object. The town stands at their junction, on a 
low, flat, sandy peninsula, and from the course 
which the river is now taking, threatens in time 
to completely inundate it, the principal chiuch, 
which formerly stood in the centre of the town, 
being now actually in the water. 

The Emperor Paul had it in contemplation to 
plant here also a Scotch colony, but the project, 
like that before mentioned, and for the same 
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reason, was set aside. His successor Alexander 
has attempted in vain to follow up a plan every 
way so desirable; first, to the individual emigrants, 
who would enjoy fine lands, with few taxes and 
a free exercise of their religion ; and secondly, to 
the Russian Government, as they would have 
thereby become possessed of individuals skilled in 
the process of agriculture in general, and who 
would have furnished the most valuable examples 
of industry and economy. 'I'he town is said to 
contain three thousand males; but the site is consi- 
dered unwholesome, owing to the vapours which 
lise fi’om the Yenissey. The extremes of heat 
and cold are from thirty-two degrees of heat, to 
forty of fi’ost — fevers are prevalent in the town, but 
in the neighbouring valleys the air is mild and 
wholesome. These valleys abound in fine timber, 
and are highly productive of the necessaries and 
comforts of life ; excellent !)eer is also an article 
of great consumption, while corn brandy may 
literally be termed dirt cheap. So abundant and 
cheap are all kinds of provisions, that they find 
their way even to Kamtchatka. Bread I saw 
sold at 10 copecs = to 1^-^. — for 401bs., while 
meat was but 2.y. 6</. the same quantity. 

I was hospitably entertained by the police-mas- 
ter, who supplied me with bread, rum, tobacco, 
tea, and stigar, sufficient to last me to Irkutsk. 
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Crossing tfie Yenissey, which is a quarter , a 
mile broad, I reached Kanskoy, about one hun- 
dred and thu'ty miles, over a tolerable road and 
in many parts well cultivated country ; the vil- 
lages are scattered at every ten and fifteen miles, 
but there arc few dwellings off the great road. 
At Kliutchy my Cossack exercised his high jwwers 
in giving the elder of the village a ^uud flog- 
ging, for his dilatoriness in providing him wifh a 
horse; this power is vested in the Cos^ksiby a 
custom of long standing, but which calls loudly 
for redress, — in the end, I arranged the matter by 
giving the old man a glass at the kabak. 

. At Kanskoy I dined with the commissary, late 
a schoohnaster, who spoke the French language, 
He presented me with a considerable curiosity, 
being part of the jaw-bone of a mammoth. I 
drank tea with the chief of the farmers, a genteel 
young man, twice a widower, who has a good 
house and better furniture. Continuing my route, 

I soon arrived at the frontiers of the province of 
Irkutsk, w hich is divided from that of Tomsk by 
the river Kan, which might with some propriety 
be denominated as the convicts who cross it 
generally remain for life. Should they desert and 
be brought back again, their punishment is indeed 
severe,— being liable to all the penalties which by 
tlie law s of England might be inflicted upon an 
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outlaw. The peasants are naturally on the look- 
out for them, and by force of cudgelling, attended 
with the a2>pUcation of the epithet “ vamack,” or 
base fellow,” compel them to return. The term 
has been said, not improbably, to be used in. allu- 
sion to Yerinak the conqueror, but I shall not 
attempt to decide the point. 

Upon entering the government of Irkutsk, the 
weather became cold and windy, or what is here 
called a Bourea, being, on the authority of the 
schoolmaster, derived from the Greek word of the 
same import, — to an explanation of which I was 
obliged in courtesy to listen, before I could be 
allowed to move. Having got clear, I continued 
my route to Ingashe, the largest, neatest, and 
most regular village I have ever seen. The im- 
provement, upon entering the government of 
Irkutsk, is indeed wonderful. The attention, 
regularity, and order, as well as cleanliness, every 
where to be seen, reflect the highest credit on the 
])olice and late Governor of Irkutsk. This gentle- 
man has, however, been superseded and arrested 
by the Governor-general Sjjeranski, and is now 
under trial at St. Petersburg upon very serious 
charges. I saw many instances of the excellent 
state of the i^olice even in the villages on the 
high road ; neither dog, nor horse, nor cart, nor 
any species of n)anure, I)eing allowed to remain 
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in the streets, scarcely even for a moment. The 
inhabitants of these villages are mostly exiles for 
minor offences, and are settled in villages on the 
high road, and compelled to pay yasack, or the 
Siberian poll-tax. 

As I pi'oceeded, the road improved, and the 
country appeared more fertile and picturesque; 
much fine timber is every where to be seen, the 
ground still continuing on a gentle ascent, and I 
reached Nishney, viz. Lower Udinsk, receiving 
every hospitality possible. It is a small but ra- 
ther a neat town, of three thousand inhabitants, 
pleasantly situated on the Uda, at the foot of a 
considerable range of elevated table lands. A 
complete forest of fir, birch, pine, larch, poplar; 
and all such wild productions. Passing through 
Kingui, a I’actar village, I continued my route in 
rather a melancholy mood, 

For the thoughts we cannot bridle, 

Force their way without the will. 

Amid beautiful scenery and much cultivation, a 
Well frequented but dangerous road, broken with 
villages at every eight or ten miles, carried me to 
an imperial village, where there is a celebrated 
manufactory of cloth : being night, I had not an 
opportunity of visiting it, but the cleanliness and 
beauty of all the buildings form a strong pre- 
■sumption in its favour. 
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BiU>etie is a large village at the conflux of three 
riv^ers, where an excellent ferry is established: 
previous to the passage of which, I had occasion to 
demand horses. There were at the port station only 
enoiigh for one Kibitka, and they had in part been 
promised to a junior rank, i. e. to a subaltern of- 
ficer. The postmaster, observing that neither of us 
were much incommoded with luggage, very proper- 
ly proposed that we should go in the same vehicle ; 
the officer refusing to come into these terms, the 
horses w^ere put at my disposition, and I conti- 
nued on for the last stage towards Irkutsk, in high 
satisfaction with every thing I had seen, so supe- 
rior to the governments of Tobolsk or Tomsk. 
The country, however, has latterly appeared less 
picturescpie, being a sandy soil. On my approach 
to the capital early in the moi’ning, a thick fog 
hovering on the Angara precluded the view of it, 
till I reached the monastery near the river; coast- 
ing which, I suddenly observed over the dense at- 
mosphere, the churches heautitully reflecting the 
sun’s rays from tlieir tin or copper casings. I 
crossed the ferry, and at eight in the morning 
entered the hospitable habitation of the chief of 
the navy in the city of Irkutsk. 
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Irkutsk — V ercliolensk — Kirenga — Vittini — Jerbat — The 
Tongonsians — Olekminsk — Bistack — Yakutsk — The Lena 
— Mieza — Aldan — The Toukoslar — Baralass — The Sartar 
-“•-The Bouroulak — ^Tabalak — The Tostak and Dogdoa — 
Kabbregah, &c. rivers — The llasoka — The Biekhall and 
Bludenttyali — The Chouboukalah, Galaniniah, and Indi- 
girka — Zashiversk — Brousniekali — Sordak — The Alaze.a— 
Middle Kolyma — Malone — Nishney Kolymsk. 

The commandant of the navy received jne in a 
flattering manner; I had the offer of several other 
I’esidences, but he being a single man, with a large 
government house, I was induced by these circunt- 
stances to stick to the profession, and take up my 
abode with him. 

Having made myself as decent as my limited 
wardrobe would allow', I called on the Vice-go- 
vernor, there being no Governor, who made great 
promises, and exceeded them in performance. 
Upon quitting his Excellency I made some visits, 
and delivered my letters of recomnrendation, 
made inquiries as to my future movements, and 
then ‘returned to an elegant dinner with my host, 
who had invited a party of twenty persons to 
meet me; indeed, tlie hospitality and attentions 
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wliii'h were showered vi}>oii me in this stage of my 
journey were such as I may fairly say, I could 
have ('xperienced in few, if any, parts of what is 
called the civilized world, especially wlien the 
Immhleness both of my appearance and preten- 
sions is considered; even the ladies condescended 
to visit the abode of my' host— a single man — 
doubtless out of respect to me. The company 
consisted of the same individuals whom I after- 
wards met at almost eveiy part}% with hardly 
any variation ; namely, the commandant, his lady 
and sister ; the colonels of artillery and infantry, 
with their wives ; Captain Koutigin ; a rich mer- 
chant, who farms the sale of spirits, and his wife ; 
the head of the Russian American Company, with 
his wife and two daughters ; and a Mr. Geden- 
strom and wife, who had travelled on discovery 
across the Frozen Sea, in 1809 — 10 and— 11. 
Besides these, the parties were enlivened by the 
company of doctors, secretaries, and half-a-dozen 
young civil offieei’S, being in the highest rank of 
society. I i-etired from the first day’s fete at an 
early hour, thankful for the many' favours so libe- 
rally heaped upon me. 

Next morning, in company with Ca|)tain Kou- 
tigin, I left the Admiralty House, which is two 
miles from the city, to view whatever is notable 
in Irkutsk. The numljer of them is small, and 
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they are witlely scattered. Fifteen thousand in- 
habitants, including three thousand of the mili- 
tfiry, are said to compose the poj>ulation. Irkutsk 
indeed scarcely desei'vi's the name of city, except 
I’or its public l)uildings, which are good ; yet, 
though I confess it is upon the whole a fine town, 
I could not l)ut feel disappointment from its total 
want of original plan, as well as its present want 
of regularity, which must retard its advancement 
for a long time to co}ne. Tobolsk is certainly its 
superior in every thing except its situation, and 
the singularly fine appearance of a few buildings, 
public and [)rivat(s The streets are wide, and 
run at right angles, but there are in some of them 
gaps of two and three hundred yards without a 
building. I'hen; are, however, many fine {)oints 
of view : and when it is considered that Irkutsk 
has been raised into a government and city only 
within these forty years, its })rogress towards im- 
provement must 1)0 acknowledged. Tlie houses 
are for the greater part of wood, though many are 
of brick, and constructed on a superior style oi' 
architecture. 

Of the churches there are at least a dozen, 
which not a little contribute to the splendour of its 
appearance; and though they boast of but very 
few relics, I feel certain that their Inshop fulfils 
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I'unctions as crfslitably as any other man of 
ilie jM’ofession. llis eminence did me tlie pleasure 
to invite me to a juiblic bi'eakfast, given in 
'ioiiour of the Elmperor’s coronation, which I 
attended, and Wiis hig'hly satisfied with his con- 
duct in every respect. 

With niy friend Mr. Gedenstroin I conversed 
about ray plans. He a])pears to Ijc one of the 
ablest men in Siberia, and although rather under 
a cloxrd at the pi’esent moment, is highly xvorthy 
of respect and consideration. He had formerly 
served as jxrivate secretaiy to Connt Roinanzoff, 
when that nolxleman was chancellor of the Em- 
])ire ; but either some misunderstanding or some 
misadventure occasioned his removal by the Im- 
|)erial Government to another scene of action. 
He was lately commissary of the most lucrative 
(juarter, as a reward for his pCTseverance and dili- 
gence when employed upon the Icy Sea disco- 
veries. I am not aware that any account of his 
services have been m.ade known to the public, but 
I am fully sure they' deserve to have been. It is 
only mentioning a i)art of them to say, that he 
has surveyed all the islands bearing the name of 
New Siberia, as far nortlx as the latitude of 76, 
and has been longer and faither on the ice than 
any other ti’aveller. Few men in Siberia have 
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more general talent of any description, and through 
his kindness I was favoured with a fund of the 
most interesting and important information. 

During the short period of my stay in Irkutsk, 
I was variously employed, either visiting such 
places as seemed most worthy of notice, or fixing 
and arranging these ill assorted recollections. I 
visited a military school, like the others, upon the 
Lancastcrian system, Avith seven hundred boys; it 
is doing well, which is more than can be said for 
the institution belonging to the city ; indeed, it is 
a matter of serious regret that in Russia so little 
prospers that is not backed by military influence ; 
Avhere the fault lies it might be difficult to dis- 
cover on so short an acquaintance. There is a 
rnineralogical cabinet appertaining to the city in- 
stitution, in which are deposited many raa^ifi- 
cent specimens of the Nertchinsk mines. 

I visited the prison, Avhich I found in a state 
that would have commanded the approbation of 
the humane and philanthropic Howard. It is spa- 
cious and well ventilated, and the prisoners are 
allowed plenty of Avholcsome provisions. They 
are only chained when employed out of the i>ri- 
son, either upon public works, or in the removal 
of any nuisance. In connexion with the prison, 
I may also notice a species of public manufactory, 
or working bazaar for every sort of trade : the 
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inmates or workmen are in general such as have 
been exiled for misdemeanours, and arc detained 
for their own and the public Ijcnefit ; many of 
them contrive to earn a considerable fortune, and 
all are secure of the benefit of full employment. 
The building is of wood, and belongs to the city, 
who hire out apartments at fixed prices, retaining 
also a proportion of the gainings, which are ap- 
propriated to charitable pur[)Oses : their capital is 
already very considerable, and it is one of tliose 
public spirited and well digested schemes which is 
worthy of imitation in every civilized state, where 
there are either criminals to j)unis}), or unfortu- 
iiates to relieve. 

The exchange and public bazaai's arc a fine 
range of buildings, with a superb saloon in the 
centre, where public balls and masquerades are 
held at least as often as once a fortnight during 
the long winters, besides numerous private balls. 

Of society there is but little, Imt that little is 
good and mostly German. I must, however, ex- 
cept my venerable and respectable countryman 
Mr. Bentham, as also his homely cockney wife. 
Of all the methodical people, preserving their 
originality of manners, customs, and opinion.s, this 
couple are certainly the most extraordinary I 
have ever seen moving on their own axis or in 
their own orbit : they appear to exist between 
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light and darkness, unconscious and careless of 
what passes around them. Mr. Bentbam has 
been forty yeai-s in Siberia, in the full enjoyment 
of the sume proverbial reputation, that his ho- 
nesty woidd have entitled him to had he for 
ever remained a citizen of London. He has 
filled a ludicrous variety of situations : horse- 
dealer to the celebrated Count OrlolF ; scci’etary 
to the Governor-general Jacobi ; a respectable 
merchant; and lastly, a Siberian coinmissary, 
A grant of land has been given to him by the 
Eini)eror, and the rank of nobility enables him 
to hold a few peasaiits, which inhabit Jiis small 
village in the circle of Irkutsk. As to Mrs. Ben- 
tham, slie has just been long enough (fourteen 
years) in Siberia to forget her own native lan- 
guage ; but not long enough to learn that of her 
adojrted country; with all their nationalities, I 
Ibund them a rvorthy couple ; tlieir only cliild, a 
spoilt boy, is in the hands of the Missionaries at 
Selenginsk. At a public ball given in honour of 
the coronation I counted seventy ladies, yet this 
was considered a.s a \'ery small number for Irk- 
utsk, as they sometimes muster on such occasions 
from tw'o to three hundred. The truth is, with 
tlie exception of the ladies I have before named, 
most of the fair sex Ijelong to the merchants, who 
may with propriety Iw termed Jew pedlars, for 
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they deny themselves and their wives almost 
every comfort, save that of a public and ostenta- 
tious dress, from a spirit of opposition and vindic- 
tive feeling towards the jnilitary, ^v}lo also on 
their side but too generally treat them in the 
same ungenerous, if not slighting and contemptu- 
ous manner tliat ux* do the Jews in England. A 
Jew in England, and a merchant in Russia, ex- 
cej)t in, the capitals, or principal sea-port cities, 
stand 031 the same level ; and I mav venture to 
say, that with very few exceptions, it is not con- 
sistent with etiijuette, much less with custom, for 
a person of rank to dine with a merchant, unless 
he be mayor or farmer-general, or unless on his 
Saint’s day, when it certaiidy is common to ho- 
nour him with an acceptation. 

The merchants, on the other hand, have as 
strong a feeling against the receiving of the mili- 
tary in pi’ivate, as the latter can havt' Jigainst 
recogTiizing them in laiblic. 

It is a serious evil that the sons and daughters 
of the merchants have received no better educa- 
tion. Many of them can scarcely read or write, 
yet they are in point of opportunity on a par with 
those who move in the same sphere in European 
Russia, owing to the assistance rendered by the 
Swedes and French, and other exiles, many 
of whom ])ossess first-rate talents. 'J’hese ex- 
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patriated instructors have tended to improve 
and civilize Siberia, in a ratio surpassing that of 
central Russia. But many years must elapse, 
before that happy union of society so conspicuous 
in England, can be brought about in this part; 
before the swaddling cloak, and long beard, will 
be laid aside with the same avidity with which 
they are now guarded. Yet I do not think it a 
matter of speculation, nay, I do not think it a 
difficult task to instil a spirit of literary mnula- 
tion into the minds of even the lower orders of 
the Russian community. With them, more can Ix' 
done by fair than by foul play ; coercive or com- 
pulsive measures will do nothing with the Rus- 
sian, when brought in conturt with his national 
prejudices. Having adverted to tlic want of a 
proper understanding between tlie noble and the 
merchant — a want which I iinpute as much to 
pride on the one, as to ignorance on the other 
part, I woidd fain propose what appears to me, 
no difficult plan: — Were the colleges and acade- 
mies more 0]>en to the middling class of the com- 
immity, I feel certain that incalculable advantages 
woukl result therefrom: I feel even certain, that 
the present system of taxing the commercial pait 
of the community jnight be turned to a gi’eat 
moral advantage : increase of education, consc- 
tpicntly of morality, civilization, and bariiMniy 
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among all classes, would be the direct result of 
my plan. 

A first-rate merchant in Russia is allowed by 
law to trade uix>n a capital of 100,000 rouWes, 
or more ; for this privilege he pays a direct^ tax 
of five or ten jxt cent, per annum; now, siippos- 
ing each merchant so situated to be possessed 
of a family of children, and tliat he were to put 
them to the college of nobles, and to receive from, 
the crown five hundred roubles per annum for 
each, (in other woi’ds, that for each male child put 
to the college for education, five hundred roubles 
should be deducted from his direct tax as a first- 
rate merchant,) a sum fjuite sufficient to maintain 
them in a respectable mannei*, I a in cert ain the 
consequences would be favourable to education 
and good feeling between the high and middling 
classes of Russia. When a boy had lieen five or 
seven years at college, from the age of twelve, 
and had passed a certain examination, I would 
have him allowed to trade as a first-rate merchant, 
for half the tax that other merchants, paid, whe- 
ther five or ten jier cent. ; and when such young 
man, who had passed such examination, should 
become the fatlier of a family, and followed up the 
maxim of putting his children to a public college, 
they should Ix’: allowed to trade free of any tax. 
'riiis is liolding out an incitement to, not compelling 
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education : nor should it stop here ; — when a boy 
had won two or three of the academic prizes, he 
ought to be entitled to the rank of nobility, a 
circumstance which would liave gx*eat weight in 
Kussia. 

Every class of the mercantile community of 
the Russian empire might be so placed, as to in- 
duce them to educate tlieir children in a becom- 
ing and useful manner; a w^ant of this education 
is the only barrier between them and the> nobility. 
Boys udien at school, w'hether plebeian or patri- 
cian, form a friendship for one another; and 
where is the more saci'ed friendship ? with them 
all little considerations are laid aside for more 
solid enjoyments. The noble would find his level 
as a man, while the man would reach to be 
noble : nor beard, nor cloak, nor pride, nor com- 
pulsive measures, w^ould be resorted to; on the 
contrary, the onus woidd rest with the people, 
than whom none have a gi’eater desire, or a 
greater capacity to learn any thing and every 
thing, for . all classes of Russians, so far from 
Iw^ing above being taught, olfer every advantage 
to the more enlightened foreigner, be he Jew, 
Turk, or Christian. 

My stay in Irkutsk was but a week, when, 
being furnished with a fresh Cossack, and with 
'^veiy assistaiUH’ J desired t<» enable mo to reach 
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the river Lena, I stJt out, a little melancholy at 
parting with such kind friends ; at seven miles I 
had a last view of the city. The country became 
very elevated, and the road lay over hill and dale 
as far as the fifth statimi. With the excei)tion ;of 
some little corn, the land is one uninterrupted 
pasture. The inhabitants, Russians, are pretty 
numerous, and their villages, though small, occui’ 
at frequent intervals. The post-houses are good 
and convenient halting places. 

Having crossed the river Lenii, I soon reached 
Vercholensk, a large and populous town on its 
right bank, <listant one hundred and fifty miie.s 
from Irkutsk. The road is by a dangerous preci- 
pice, which is descended by horses at a prodigious 
rate ; and on the ascent both driver and traveller 
must dismount arid put tlieir shoulders to the 
wheel: yet accidents are of rare occurrence. The 
opposite bank of the river is highly cultivated and 
picturesque. The communication by land ceases 
here, a circumstance at which I Avas not a little 
rejoiced, longing to be again upon my oavu cle- 
ment. I soon procured a canoe and a coiijrlo of 
hands, who, with the Cossack and myself, ])addlcd 
down the stream for eighty miles, to the village of 
Ustilljfa. The banks of the river- are loftv and 
well wooded, and |>resent some agreeable scenery. 
Numci-ous villagr's with tlieir rye fields are scat- 
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tered among the valleys, each invariably attendeil 
by its own little stream. 

‘Proceeding day and night in my oi>en canoe, I 
soon reached Kirenga. The weather was cold, 
the scenery, though ever changing, was always 
mountainous; numerous islands were scattered 
about the river, whose stream ran at about one 
and a half or two knots per hour; I generally 
made one hundred to one hiindred and twenty 
miles during each day’s progress, and, wherever I 
went, fared well from the haspitality of the Rus- 
sian coloiiists, as well as from that of my fi’iends 
at Irkutsk, who had provided me according to the 
Russian proverb, with plenty of bread and salt. 
This simple sounding j)rovision included also some 
fine partridges, a hare, a large piece of roast 
beef, and a quantity of meat pies ; not omitting 
wine and rum. A traveller in Russia, whether 
native or foreigner, on taking leave of his friends 
previous to his depai ture, uniformly finds at fiis 
lodgings all the provisions requisite for his jour- 
ney, wiUi another lodging pointed out at some 
friend’s upon his next route, for as long as he 
pleases. Indeed I have no doubt, as the sequel 
will justify the assertion, that a man may travel 
through the Russian empire, as long as his con- 
duct is becoming, without wanting any thing - 
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not even horses and money; excepting only the 
civilized parts between the capitals. 

The villages leading to Kirensk are from fif- 
teen to eighteen miles apart. It has the name 
of a city, containing near one hundred dwellings, 
and five hundred inhabitants, with three churches 
and a monastery, — the situation is pleasant, but 
not otherwise noticeable. I staid in it only a few 
hours, to enjoy the hospitality of the town major, 
who felt inclined to try the effect of rye brandy 
upon me. From it I had gained about five or six 
miles towards the first Tongousiari village when 
the canoe filled, and we were obliged to pursue 
the journey by land, creeping round the bluffs, 
which jet out into them. 

Over these poor Tongousians the Cossack exer- 
cised his authority in such a manner, that I really 
felt as much pain as if the same chastisement had 
been inflicted upon me. The spirit of despotism 
which characterizes the Cossacks is infamous; it 
is infinitely greater, and infinitely more dreaded 
by the poor aborigines, than the power of the Go- 
vernor-general ; they seem to have imbibed their 
power more from habit than from right. At pre- 
sent there is a law against the exercise of this 
atrocious abuse ; but I doubt veiy much whether 
the government, in this distant part of the em- 
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pire, can cany it into execntion. The Cossacks 
cannot be dispensed with ; they are a necessary 
evil; no officer, whatever may be his rank, not 
even a Governor-general, can do any thing with- 
out their aid — no horses, provisions, or assistance 
can be procured, no orders can be given, no pu- 
nishment can be inflicted, no courier dispatched ; 
in sliort, a Cossack is everything, and therefore in 
Siberia he is feared. Whatever may be their ge- 
neral character, and I admit that the terms Rus- 
sian Cossack and Spanish Don are synoninunis, I 
fear upon the high roads it is much sullied, and 
still more so here, because they have to do with 
the ignorant, obstinate, and ciiininal. 

Pursuing my voyage J reached Vittim, which is 
half way to Yakutsk, upon the eighth day; the 
banks of the river are, Avitlnn the last twenty-five 
years, increased in population in the proportion of 
from three to five, according to a comj)arison with 
Mr. Sauer’s journal, which I had with me. Pro- 
digious forests of wood are on each side of the 
river, consisting of pine, fir, larch, alder, and poplar; 
but from Kirensk all cultivation had ceased, ex- 
cept that of vegetables, and they are but scantily 
raised; cattle are, however, very plentiful, and of 
a fine sort, bi’ead is of the same price as at Irk- 
utsk, namely, forty jmunds for two shillings. 
This is owing to the consideration of government 
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in forwarding floxir at their expense for the lienefit 
and maintenance of tlie ]x>or. 

At Vittim I was first overtaken by the ice 
floating down the river, yet not so as to incom- 
mode me, and I had enjoyed the luxury of fine 
autumnal, though cold, weather. Fi'om Vittim 
to Djerbinsky or Jerbat are three hundred miles, 
which I reached in four days. The stiiges are 
veiy long, and ought to be reduced, being a very 
heavy pull when going against the stream ; but 
indeed there is nothing that these hardy people 
will not do without murmuring. Sometimes the 
boat was so much entangled in the ice, that the 
poor fellows were compelled to strip and track 
her, up to their waists in water, while the atmo- 
sphere was at 5 ’ of cold ; I could })erceive that 
they suffered a good deal in consequence, for 
u}X)n their retxirn to the boat, they could not 
tell which part of their body to^ restore fii'st to 
proper animation. Their gi’eat resort, I invari- 
ably found, was to take a mouthful of smoke from 
their pipe, — not, however, of tobacco ; the greater 
part at least being birch-wood dust, or fine shav- 
ings, mixed with a very scanty portion of tobacco, 
the latter article being extremely dear ; if to this 
luxury can be added, however small, a drop of 
brandy, thej’’ will cheerfully, and even thankfully, 
undergo the repetition of the suffering. At one 
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of tliese villages, I was retjuested by the inhabit- 
ants to proceed by land instead of by water, they 
agreeing to supply me with horses : of course I 
complied with their request, as it would save the 
labour and attendance of one man, (at a season of 
the year when they require all the spare time pos- 
sible, viz. the winter fishery). Upon my arrival at 
the next station, nor horses nor a boat could be pi’0“ 
cured except at the habitation of a Yakut Knez, 
whither we proceeded with a request to be sup- 
plied. The old gentleman pertinaciously refused 
me, malgi'c the presence of a Cossack, who had 
full powers to call out any and every assistance in 
my behalf ; the Knez excused his non-compliance 
with the order, by observing, that it was in be- 
half of a captain of the navy, of which rank he 
could not deem me, with only a nankeen coat 
and long beard — the emblems of a Russian jiedlar. 
The Cossack was willing and anxious, by the force 
of his baton, to have brought the prince to an un- 
conditional compliance, until I determined upon 
again having recourse to my own independent 
mode of travelling, at least till I could meet with 
some more willing friend to forward me on. 

My knapsack again restored to its deserted 
abode, I coasted the river to Jerbat, where there 
is a cav'^e on the left bank of the river, much vene- 
rated by the \’'akuti. I ascended with grejat diffi- 
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culty the I’ugged steep leading to it. The roof 
certainly presented a beautiful appearance, Ijeirig 
illuminated by what may figuratively be tenned 
chandeliers ; formed, no doubt, by the water, 
which making its way through the ajjertiires 
above, there freezes, and hangs in icicles from 
the top of the roof. The scene is very brilliant, 
but the effect is marred by a projecting crsig of 
rock which overhangs the mouth of the cave, and 
prevents the eye from taking any other than a 
liorizontal view of it. The air emitted from it 
was the chilliest I had ever felt. At Jerbat is the 
line wliich divides the Tongousian villages from 
those of the Yakuti. ^ ’ 

The Tongousians inhabit divers parts of Siberia, 
equally distant and distinct ; from the shores of 
the Yenissey, Lena, and Amoor, to those of the 
Ochota and Omekon, and the mountains about 
Idgiga. They are nearly all wanderers, and 
rarely to be seen in any mechariicral or subservient 
employment. They are classed into Forest and 
Desert Tongousi. The former occupy themselves 
in fishing and the chase, having biit few rein-deer; 
the latter subsist entirely by the breeding of those 
animals, and wander from pasture to pasture with 
their flocks, tents, &c. A very few of them have 
received baptism ; the rest are idolaters. Their 
language is said to be Mantshur, from whom they 
VOL. I. Q 
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ail, no doubt, dosoeiided, as may be infeiTed by 
the peculiarity of theii’ eyes, being elongated and 
far apart. They are characteristically honest and 
friendly, robbery being considered by them as un^ 
pardonable. 1 was myseh' a witness of their 
hospitality or imjirovidence, for they seem to have 
no thought of the future, and therefore readily 
share what they have killed; yet it is strange 
that nothing will induce them to kill a rein-deer 
for their own consumption, unless the paily is 
rich, till they have been eight days without food t 
the act is "then considered justifiable. They beoi’ 
fatigue, cold, and privations, to an cxtraordinai'y 
degree. They are sensil)lc of, and thankful for, 
kind treatment, but will pei'mit no one to abuse 
them. To strike a Tongousian, is indeed, a great 
crime, and often leads to fatal consequences, as, 
in that cace, tliey do not consider them word as 
sacred, but justifiably to be bioken. They are 
exceedingly irascible, and can be done nothing 
with but by good words ; and this I had frequent 
occasions of proving, tlmough generally my own 
fault. 

Their persons are small and rather delicate in 
appearance, their features regidar and somewhat 
pleasing. With these fair traits of character they 
are filthy to an extreme, eating and drinking any 
thing, however loathsome, and the effluvia of 
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their persons is piitiidity itself. They arc consi- 
dered good soldiers, and are excellent marksmen, 
either with the bow or rifle. The dress of either 
sex is nearly the same as that of the other Tartar 
nations, differing chiefly in their mode of orna- 
menting it, and consists of trowsers of the rein- 
deer skin, with the hair inside, and stockings and 
boots of the same animal; the latter made from 
the legs. A waistcoat or jacket also of leather, 
sometimes lined with white foxes’ or with hare 
skins, supplies the place of a thick soil of short 
surtout-coat of double leather without the hair; 
and lastly, for the severity of winter, of a single 
or double frock with hair in and outside, the two 
leather sides being together. A warm cap and 
large gloves, with sometimes a guard for the 
breast of white fox, felled nagroodnick, viz. 
breast-cover, and a comforter round the neck, 
formed of the tails of the squirrel : such^is their 
costume, which is almost wholly furnished from 
the skins of rein-deer. Foxes’ skins serve for 
caps and linings, and a wolf’s is considered valu- 
able, as the warmest of all outside garments. 
Tliey have also a guard for the forehead, ears, 
nose, and chin. Their beds are made of a bear’s 
skin or of the large rein-deer, with a lilanket from 
the same animal, lined with the warmest fur, and 
in shajie like a bag, as the feet are completely 

Q ‘2 
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enclosed; nn‘-;axe, a knife, wooden spoon, and 
kettle, constitute their only utensils ; the first is 
a sine qua non, and a pipe of tobacco with a glass 
of spirits, their highest luxury. Their modes of 
dress, and general mode of living, &c. they have 
in common, more or less, with all other Si- 
berian nations, whether the Tchuktchi, Yuka- 
gires, Koriaks, Yakuti or Kamtchatdales. ^ There 
is no other difference amongst them than in the 
embroidery of their clothes, or the richness or 
poverty of the wearers ; and these I shall take 
occasion to notice in treating of a different tribe. 

Having parted with the Tongousians, for a 
long time I was delivered over to the Yakuti. 
In three days I reached Olekminsk, the last thirty 
n^es on horseback, my Cossack being i[uite 
knocked up from cold and want of exercise., I 
reached the place early in the evening and went 
to the abode of the Commissary, who was absent 
ujion his annual excursion for the collecting of the 
yasack or tribute. His house was, however, 
made my home, and there I {)assed the foUoM'ing 
day very agreeably, his pretty, interesting, and 
modest daughter of fifteen doing the honours of 
the house. I received visits from the postmaster, 
secretary, priests and merchants ; n^iong the lat- 
ter was a young Frenchman, who had been banish- 
ed for some heavy crime, but by his .subsequent 
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good cornluct had been admitted to the rights of 
a citizen, and is now carrying on trade at Olek- 
ininsk. 

From Olekininsk to Yakutsk is about four hun- 
dred miles, which, except the two last stages, I 
completed in the canoe. It was on the 1st Octo- 
ber that I left, and the 6th when I ari’ived. The 
weather proved very cold, and snow fell heavily ; 
the atmosphere dark, and having ever}’' appear- 
ance of winter : yet, upon the whole, the season 
is considered backward, as on the 1st October 
the Lena is generally frozen over, and in three 
weeks more admits of travellers with sledges; 
but at this time I was enabled to reach wfthin 
fifty or sixty miles by watei", although with some 
risk and difficulty. A noble chain of hills extend 
along the right bank of the river, with bold pre- 
cipitous bluffs running into the stream, and with 
their dark-green firs enlivening the otherwise 
dreary aspect at the present time. The left bank 
assumed from Olekrninsk, a low swampy but rich 
pasture appearance, the hills taking a new direc- 
tion. Upon approaching Yakutsk, the villages 
become less freipient, and the stations all longer, 
extending even to thii’ty-five and forty miles, yet 
the natives do eveiy thing with cheerfulness. 
Nothing of any considerable interest occun-ed to 
me, yet I felt as if existing upon the beautiful 



230 


YAKUTSK. 


prospects and river scenery, which cannot fail of 
oi’eating a most lively interest. 

I reached Bistack, and was here surrounded by 
the ice, and the boat frozen in. Thus situated, I 
prosecuted the remaining part of the journey on 
land; not, however, before I had encountered some 
peril and much difficulty in making good a land- 
ing ; for although the boat was surrounded with 
ice, still there were several fissures between us 
and the shore, and which could only be passed 
by wading through the water, no pleasant circum- 
stance with 1 2“ and 1 5® of Reaumur’s fi’ost. I, how- 
ever, bore them cheerfully, conscious that a warm 
yourte, and a hearty welcome, were always await- 
ivig my arrival. The same kindness of heart 
which had provided me with a boat to descend 
the stream, procured me also a horse to lide, and 
in the evening of the 6th of Octolxir, I found 
myself in the hospitable and comfortable residence 
of his Excellency the governor of Yakutsk, Cap- 
tain Minitsky of the Russian navy, who had pass- 
ed many years in the English service, and three 
of them with my cousin. Captain N. D. Cochrane. 
In him I found a most worthy, upright, and libe- 
ral friend, and warmly interested for my success, 
to ensure which, every thing I desired was pro- 
vided for me, although it will herejtfter appear 
vhat what I now considei’ed as a most provident 
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<lress, having been put on in a warm room, turned 
out to be indeed a poor fit-out for such a journey. 

Yakutsk, although a considex’able place of trade, 
and a great pass for the American Company, is ill 
built, and more scattered even than Ii-kutsk, in 
the most exjxosed of all bleak sittiations on the left 
bank of the Lena, which is in summer four miles, 
and winter two miles and a half wide, appearing, 
as it really is, one of the finest streams in the 
world, running a course of more than thi’ee thou- 
sand miles from its source, near Irkutsk, to the 
Frozen Sea, which it enters by several mouths. 
The stream is by no means a rapid one, but rather 
may Ik‘ called hizy, as its name appears to import. 
There are seven thoxisand inhabitants in the city, 
of whom the gTeater part are Russians, and the 
rest Yakuti. Half-a-dozen churches, tlie i-cmains 
of an old fortress, a monastery, and some tolerable 
buildings, give it some decency of apixearance, 
yet I could not help thinking it one of the most 
dreary looking phu;es I had seen, though I was in 
the enjoyment of every comfort, and therefore the 
less disposed to complain. 

Yakutsk is not an independent government, but 
belongs to that of Irkutsk; it has, however, a vice- 
governor and an independent chancery of its own, 
who regulate all its affiiirs, making a mere formal 
report. It contains, scattered over a wonderful 
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extent of tenitory, about one hundred and eighty- 
five thousand inhabitants, composed of Russians, 
Yakuti, a few Tongousi and fewer Yukagires. 
Fifty thousand of the whole pay tribute, which is 
is furs, mostly sables. Those of Vittim and 
Olekma are considered the finest, blackest, and 
smallest to be met with, a pair reaching as high 
as three and four hundred roubles, or from fifteen 
to twenty pounds sterling. Each taxable indivi- 
dual fwiys one-quarter of a sable, or in general 
Cjd^s, each family one sable, which, if it cannot 
be procured, is compromised by the payment of 
thirty shillings, reducing the tribute per head to 
seven shillings and sixpence, as that of a Russian 
is ten shillings. Thus the Russian pays nominally 
more, but actually less, than the aborigines ; the 
former Padoushnk, the latter, yasaek^ — the 
former always money, the latter, furs. The great- 
est part of the population subjected to the govern- 
ment of Yakutsk live on the banks of the Lena, 
and small streams running into it ; no less than 
twenty thousand families certainly resHe on them. 
The clear revenue derived is half a million of 
rmibles, or twenty-five thousand pounds. The 
trade carried on by its numerous pedlars is very 
considerable, from the inunense quantity of the 
skins of all sorts. Tobacco, tea, sugar, spirits, 
nankeens, cc^tons, kettles, knives, and the like, 
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constitute the cargoes of the traders ; tor which 
they receive the skins of bears, wolves, sables, 
river otters, martins, foxes, lynxes, squirrels, and 
ermines, at very unfair prices. At Yakutsk, how- 
ever, the value of them is well known. Bear skins 
twenty and twenty-five shillings ; sables, from thirty 
to one hundred and fifty shillings ; a sea-otter, 
from ten to thirty pounds; river ditto, thirty and 
forty shillings ; a black fox, from five to twenty 
and even thiiTy pounds ; red and grey fox, two 
and three pounds — fiery-red, fifteen shillings; the 
white or arctic fox, five or six shillings, and the 
blue fox, eight or ten shillings ; squiri’els and er- 
mines, sixpence to one slidling ; wolves, ten shil- 
lings to a guinea ; while I have myself given 
seven guineas for a black wolf at Omsk : the mar- 
tins which come from the coast of America are 
worth five or six shillings. These are the prices 
at Yakutsk, but they are purchased of the natives 
by the pedlars for goods enhanced one hundred 
and fifty per cent., and for one-half the price for 
which they sell at Yakutsk ; returning, in most 
cases, a clear profit of two and three hundred j^er 
cent., besides that the traders live upon the poor 
aborigines during the traffic. 

I remained in Yakutsk three weeks, making the 
needful preparations for my journey during so se- 
vwe a season of the year. In particidar, I looked 
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to the nature of niy dress, for the accounts of the 
cold which I should have to encounter were such, 
that I considered myself exposed to death, with- 
out even the satisfaction of expecting to be buried, 
from the eternal frost that prevails here. Coidd, 
however, this feeling be gratified, the satisfaction 
would be materially increased by the knowledge 
that the body itself would enter the next W'orld 
in the same state that it left this ; for every 
where to the north of Yakutsk, the earth, two 
feet and a half below the surface, is perpetually 
frozen ; consequently, a carcase buried in it at 
that depth must remain perpetually the same. 

I determined, however, to start the day that 
the Lena should become passable on the ice. In 
the mean tirae I was engaged in such society as 
Yakutsk could boast ; but if I could say little in 
this respect in favour of Irkutsk, I should almost 
be silent regarding Yakutsk, where, except the 
chief’s wife, and those of one or two of the mer- 
chants, there is no society, and indeed scarcely one 
of those can be spoken to by a traveller, especially 
by one whose long beard and haggard looks 
might well frighten them from me : they were, 
however, safe on another account, namely, my 
extreme ignorance of the Russian language. 

The way I passed my time at Mr. Minitsky’s 
was sufficiently regular; I rosd early, and always 
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went early to bed; occupied, while daylight 
lasted, with bringing up iny journal ; then at a 
game at billiards; afterwards at dinner, always 
on the most excellent fare, with wine, rmn, and 
other delicacies. In the evening, with a party of 
the natives, male and female, at the house of the 
chief ; the ladies to all appearance dumb, not 
daring to utter a word, and solely employed in 
cracking their nuts, a very small species of the 
cedar nut, which abounds in such quantities as to 
be made an article of trade to Okotsk and Kamt- 
chatka. I am not exaggerating when I sjiy, that 
half-a-dozen of females will sit down and consume 
each many hundreds of these nuts, and quit the 
house withoiit having spoken a word — unless a 
stolen one, in fear it should be heard. Shoidd tea 
and cakes be offered, they will sip two, three, or 
four cups, as long as the samavar (a sort of cop- 
per tea-urn) has water in it. The manner of 
their using the sugar-candy with tea, though per- 
haps not entirely singular, for the Chinese have 
the same fashion, is remarkably ridiculous : each 
individual takes a small lump, which he grates 
between bis teeth in such a manner as only to 
consume a very small part of it; and thus, al- 
though the person has drunk three or more cups, 
the greater portion of sugar remains, and being 
placed upon the invertetl ciq> finds its way bfick 
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to the sugar-dish, when .the party has broken up j 
so that, probably, at the feast on the following 
day, a lady or gentleman may happen to get his 
old friend back again. Nor is it Avith sugar- 
candy alone that this system of economy is adopt- 
ed. Biscuits, cakes, &c. on being presented, are 
received and placed behind them, on the chair, 
to keep warm, and their fragments also are ulti- 
mately restored to the basket. Thus luxuries 
of these kinds are rendered cheap, for the cus- 
tom is general, and I have often witnessed the 
fact, not indeed at Mr. Minitsky’s, but at other 
i-espectable houses, the inmates of which knew 
no better, and were ignorant of the chief’s dis- 
liking it. 

Wliile the ladies are thus cracking their nuts* 
staring, and listening, and speechless, the gentle- 
men are employed in drinking ram or rye-brandy 
punch, as their tastes may dictate. Nor is even 
good rum a scarce article here, coming as' it does 
by way of Kanitchatka. I was one feast-day on 
a. visit to a respectable old gentleman, one of the 
council; there were no chairs, but a long table 
wps spread with fish pies, a piece of roast beef, 
boiled deers’ tongues^ and some wild berries in a 
tart. The first thing presented is a glass of 
brandy, which I refused, knowing the chief to 
have sent some good wine : this I was oflered and 
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accepted, when I was told by my friend the chief, 
that it was not the custom to accept any thing of 
that kind the first time, but to await the third. 
Relying upon the chief’s better knowledge of the 
Siberian world, I refused the next glass of wine, 
which was ofFeretl me twice, and need not say I 
ultimately lost it, probably from the practice of 
economizing good wine in a place where it can 
seldom be purchased. 

Great parade is kept up in this part of the 
world with respect to rank, and no lady visits the 
wife of the chief or vice-governor without kiss- 
ing her hand; while the latter sits motionless 
upon the sofa without making the least acknow- 
ledgment of such a condescension. The same cus- 
tom was also established at Irkutsk with Gover- 
nor Treskin’s wife, who being the mother of 
Mrs. Minitsky, of course initiated her daughter 
into the mysteries of her importance: she pro- 
bably finds a sad falling off when at St. Pe- 
tersburg. This absurd custom is carried so far, 
that the priests are compelled to offer thanks and 
prayers for them, individually, every Sunday at 
church. Mr. Minitsky is, however, a good’ man, 
and an exceedingly clever governor, equalled by 
few in Siberia ; his situation is, of course, a good 
one, and could have been made equal to his ut- 
most desires by fraud, trade, extortion, and cormp- 
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tioiij ha<4 he felt so inclined. But latterly the con- 
duct of the Governor-general Speranski has put all 
the people in office, in Siberia, upon the qui vive. 

That bribery is still carried on to great excess 
there can be no doubt, nor is it possible for any 
man or men to prevent it ; it is the practice, and 
cames here an appearance of right or law. It is 
the custom of Siberia, that the chiefs are allowed 
to receive presents on their names’, or their Saints’ 
day. As an instance of this, a new Governor of 
a province, who could not reach in time to be 
present at the feast of the commissary, was will- 
ing to make a good beginning. He accordingly 
sent an express to the commissary regretting the 
absence, at the same time forwarding to him a 
pair of elegantly mounted pistols, and reminding 
him that the Governor’s name’s day would take 
place that week, at which his attendance, See. 
The oM miserly commissary, who had hitherto 
resisted the custom of paying such compliments, 
could not resist such a challenge, and attended the 
feast at the cost of ten thousand roubles. Here 
is an instance of a Governor openly offering a 
bribe, as well as of openly demanding one. They 
ai*e but the representatives of much worre, as 1 
shall hereafter have an opportunity of observing. 

My dresses completed, and the river having, 
according to custom, been passed and declaied 
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closed, I packed up my knapsack and other bag- 
g£^e, as I was provided also with a couple of 
bags of black biscuit through the kindness of my 
host, with a piece of roast heef, a few dried fish, 
half-a-dozen pounds of tea, and twenty pounds of 
sugar-candy, besides fifty pounds of tobacco, and 
a keg of vodkey, coni-brandy, a most indisj)en- 
sable article on such a journey, whether for my 
own or others’ consumption. I had Ijesides a 
pipe, flint, steel, and axe, and what was of most 
importance, a Cossack companion, who indeed 
proved invaluable to me. My destination was 
Nishney Kolyrask, distant about one thousand 
eight hundred miles, which were to be travelled 
over in the coldest season of the year, and in what 
is esteemed the coldest part of the North-East of 
Asia. All this I heeded nothing, and provided, 
as J thought^ with warm clothing, considered my- 
self as proof against at least fifty degrees of Reau- 
mur’s frost. The spirit thermometer at Yakutsk j 
measured at Mr. Minitsky’s house, was 27® of 
cold of Reaumur, or nearly the same number of 
degrees below the zero of Fahrenheit, yet I walk- 
ed about the streets of Yakutsk with only my 
nankeen surtout, trowsers of the same material, 
shoes, and worsted stockings ; a flannel waistcoat, 
which had lost its principal virtue, was the only 
warm clothing; yet I can truly say I was not at 
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all incommoded. This fact, which can be testified 
by Crovemor Minitsky, now in Saint Petersbm^, 
alike surprised him as well as every other person; 
nor was my conduct ujwn iny return the less care- 
less, of the effects to lie apprehended from expo- 
sure to such very severe weather. At Irkutsk, in 
the month of January, with 40” of Reaumor, I 
have gone al)out late and eaiiy, either for exercise 
or , amusement, to balls or dinners, yet did I never 
use any other kind of clothing than I do no win 
the streets of London. Thus my readers must 
not suppose my situation to have been so despe- 
rate. It is true the natives felt suri>rised, and 
pitied my apparent forlorn and hopeless situation, 
not seeming to consider that when the mind and 
body are in constant motion the elements can 
have little effect upon the person. I feel confi- 
dent that most of the miseries of human life are 
brought on by want of a solid education, of %m 
reliance on a bountiful and ever-atteiidant Prpyi- 
dence— of a spirit of iierseverance — of patiepce 
under fatigue and privations, and a resolute de- 
termination to hold to the point of duty, never to 
shrink while Ufe retains a spark, or while “ a ^shot 
is in the locker,” as sailors say. Often indeed have 
I felt myself in difficult and trying circumstances, 
from cold, or hunger, or fatigue ; although, thank 
(lod, not to the degree which my unfortunate brn? 
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rtfei" officer Captain Franklin ex|ieriencetlf yet stall 
to a degfee liteyond what waitld, in England, he 
? considered sufficient to cure me of my wandering 
propensities; and I may affirm with gratitude, 
that I have never felt happier than even in the 
encountering of these difficulties. Thus, in the 
pi’eSent case, I had no second parka, or frock; 
no knee-preservei's, blanket, or bed; an indif- 
ferent pair of gloves, and a cold cap ; no guard 
for my chin, ears, or nose; in short, I was not 
properly provided, which I found out too late, 
and attribute the preservation of my life solely 
to the Strength of my constitution, which I have 
never seen etiualled to this hour. 

It was on the last day of October that I depart- 
ed from Yakutsk with my Cossack, the thermo- 
nieter being at 27*’ of frost. I had, through the 
kindness of my fi-iend Mr. Minitsky, been pro- 
vided with a couple of sledges, and every recom- 
mendation within his poAver. It is impossible for 
nie to describe the different emotions which ab- 
lated my breast as I quitted the last limit of civi- 
lization, of the friends I had made, and of all that 
could attach me to society ; for although I felt 
a confidence of meeting with hospitality and evei^ 
assistance I could desire, still to a sensible mind; 
the enterprise was formidable, going as I did 
aloUe, and ignorant even of the Russian language, 
voE. I n 
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iiraclt of that of the Tartar tribes. T''or the 
rtieans of meeting the latter difficulty’, I was iiiT 
debted to the numerous people who spoke Eng- 
lish, French, and Gcnnan, one of whom I met 
at almost every halting-place, when the dulness 
of a Cossack intei’iu’cter could hardly afford 
me the means of amusement, mucli less of 
information. 

The cold I suffered in the sledge, and the jolt» 
ing movement attending the passage of the ice on 
the Lena, now crumbled by the sti’cam into hil- 
locks, soon roused me, and 1 jumped out, prefer- 
ring to walk, and though I had my feet almost 
frozen while in the sledge, the exercise, and 
weight of my clothes, soon brought me to a state 
of perspiration, by the time I had reached fidteen- * 
miles, when I ludted for the night in a pleasant 
yourte. The next, a cold and windy day> I te? , 
sunaed my journey, alteniately walking audi>riding 
on horseback, to escape at once fatigue and cold, 
and, measured forty mile.s over a level but wdil- 
wooded country. I felt much jjleased with the 
attentions of the Yakuti, who provided me, as I 
arrived^ with milk, meat, and not seldom Avith- 
clcdted cream, at times also with wild raspberries, 
called here maliena, immersed in it. Such ^ Ivere 
my delicacies until I reached the banks of the 
river Aldati, a noble stream running into the 
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Li^niu I had passed a small place called Miera> 
where are two churches, for the performance of 
divine worship in the Yakut dialect, at which, al- 
though I understood nothing of it, I attended. A 
more dreary looking place I have never seen. It 
overhangs the banks of a considerable lake. The 
situation in summer may be better; but what can 
be otlxevwise than dreary in Siberia during the 
winter ? The latter part of the journey to Aldan 
was through romantic valleys, whose numerous 
sti’eams and lakes supply a great abundance of 
fish. They are also studded with numerous trajis 
of vai'ious descriptions for foxes, bears, sables, and 
wolves ; and the quantity of animals of the chase 
is equal to the demand. There appeared a consi- 
derable population, and many wealthy knezes or 
princes ; who, wherever I met them, were kind 
and bfospitable. I reached Aldan the fourth day, 
the distance being about one hundred and fifty 
miles ; the last day’s journey sixty. My face was 
suffering greatly from the effects of a cold wind. 

At Aldan I staid two days, while horses were 
procuring for the post which I was accompany- 
ing'; but finding them still tardy, I made the 
prince understand, that unless I had them next 
morning. We must retiurn to Yakutsk; and' the 
better to persuade him of my intention, I availed 
myself of a letter in English to Mr. Minitsky, the 
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contents of whicli really were to thank him for 
his kindness and hospitality to me, but which I 
represented as a letter of complaint against the 
Yakut prince. The latter took it, though ap- 
parently in the greatest apprehension of its con- 
sequences, and actually deliveicd it himself at 
Yakutsk, by way of atonement. Mr. Minitsky 
repeated the circumstance upon my return. Poor 
fellow I . however I might turn the matter for 
my own benefit, little intention had I of making 
a complaint, Avhere indeed there was no fault. 
My letter, however, had the elfect of procuring 
liorses on the third day, and we departetl in 
high glee, as the same beasts were to eaiTy us 
to Baralass, distant one hundred and fifty miles, 
which will be the less wonder, when it is oliserved, 
that the horses go loaded with two huiuh’ed 
weight from Yakutsk to the Kolyma, and back 
again, through roads and over a country deemed 
almost impassable. So tremendous a journey is it 
considered, and so difficult of accomi)lishment by 
One and the same horse, that the charge for each 
animal to go to the Kolyma is more than equivjilent 
to the value of the horse at Yakutsk. Govern- 
ment pay by contract for each load to the Kolyma, 
ninety, while the merchants pay one hundred and 
twenty roubles: for the return, government pay 
forty-five, and the merchants sixty roubles. Upon 



ALDAN. 


245 

the outward journey the horse carries from two 
hundred and forty to three hun<lred ; while upon 
the return, not more than one hundred and fifty 
pounds weight. The common value of a horse at 
Yakutsk, for this work, is from seventy-five to 
ninety roubles ; but there are horses whose owners 
have refused from six to ten thousand roubles ; — a 
prodigious STUn in this part of the world. I believe 
there are not many instances of a horse having taken 
two loads, and returned again to Yakutsk from 
the Kolyma, and no instance of three loads; — this 
is no depreciation of the value of the Yakuti’s 
horses, which are of a vciy fine though small breed; 
I consider their powers as inferior to none of their 
own size, and might adduce as instances of it, that 
a Yakut will, for a con.siderable wager, ride his 
horse from two hundred to two hundred and fifty 
versts in twenty-four hours. I think in a late in- 
stance three hundred versts, equal to one hundred 
and seventy mUes, have been performed by one horse 
within twenty-four hours, not by any violent ex- 
ertion, but by regular trotting, which would astonish 
the sporters of Old England. Nor is a Yakut be- 
hindhand with such sporter in betting; I never saw 
a peoi>le with more spirit of gambling than these ; 
who are otherwise ignorant. The very contracts 
which the Yakuti make with the government to Ibr- 
wju'd on their stores or provisions, are often lost at a 
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g^aine of cards ; that is, the money to fe paid for 
such contract is put in opposition to the execution 
df it— a most serious difference. 

On the 6th of Novembt^r I crossed the Aldan 
and breakfasted at a solitary yourte (at ten miles), 
completing in the evening thiity miles, where 
wc halted in a caliin about ten feet scpiare. Had 
it, however, been mucli worse or smaller, I must 
have felt thankful, for I had been severely pinched 
by the effects of the cold and the wind in my 
face. A good fire, a cup of tea, and a soimd 
slumber, with pleasant dreams, perfectly refreshed 
me by the ensuing morning, 'llic country had of 
late been level, but at twenty miles I became en- 
veloped in a lofty chain of mountains, which I 
had been for some time gradually ascendihg, and 
which are called the Tl'orkoulan chain, fi-onl the 
word Touku, which, in the A’^akut language, sig- 
nifies ‘noisy’; as indeed the river of that narrie 
does roar down its ]»rccij»itous l)anks. In the 
same chain also the Yana has its sourc’c. Wc 
halted for tlie night at the foot of a mountainous 
peak, sheltered from the cold north wind ; and as 
tills was the first night which I was to pass in the 
opm air, I shall describe the manner of it, in order 
that it may lie known how far (contraiy to my 
calculations) our situation wa.s stisccptible evert of 
comfort. 
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The first thing on my arrival was to unload 
the horses, loosen their saddles or pads, take the 
bridle out of their mouths, and tie tliem to a tree 
in such a manner that they could not eat. The 
Yakut! then with their axes proceeded to fell 
timber, while I and the Cossack with our lopatkas, 
or wooden spades, cleared away the snow which 
w;as generally a couple of feet deep. We then 
spread branches of the pine tree, to fortify iis 
from the damp or cold earth beneath us : a good 
fire was now soon made, and each bringing a 
leathern bag from the l)aggage, furnished himself 
with a seat. We then put the kettle on the fire, 
and soon forgot tlie sufferings (d the day. At 
times the weather was so cold that we were almost 
obliged to creep into the fire ; and as I much 
worse off tliaii the rest of the 2>arty for warm 
clothing, I had recourse to every stratagem I coiild 
<levisc to keep my blood in cirt;ulation. It was 
barely 2>ossible to keep one side of tlie body from 
freezing, while the other miglit l)e said to be 
roasting. Uj)on the whole, I j>asscd the night 
tolerably well, although I was obliged to get Tip 
five or six times to take a walk or run for the 
benefit of my feet. While thus em])loyed, I 
discovered that the Yakut! had drawn the fire 
from our side to tlieirs, a trick which I determined 
to counteract the following night. I should here 
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dbserVe, that it is the custom of the Yakiiti to get 
th leeward of the fire, and then undressing them- 
selves, put the whole of their clothes as a shelter 
for the outer side of their bodies, while the inner 
side receives a thorough roasting from exposure to 
the fire ; this plan also gives them the benefit of 
the warmth of their own bodies. The thermometer 
during the day had ranged from 20" to 25", ac- 
cording to the elevation of the sun. 

The following day, at thirty miles, we again 
halted in the snow, when I made a horse-shoe 
fire, which I found had the effect I desired, of 
keeping every part of me alike warm, and I ac- 
tually slept well without any other covering than 
my clothes thrown over me, wliereus before I llad 
only the consolation of knowing that if I was in 
a freezing state with one half of my Itody, the 
other Mas nu-anwhile loasting to make amends. 
On tluj third night I reached the foot of the motiti- 
tainous pass which may be said to lead to Northern 
Siheria. My I'oute had hitherto lain generally on 
the banks of the Tonkoulati, which runs along a 
picturcs(|ue valley on the western i-arige of the 
mountains, and is well wooded with fir, larch, and 
alder. 11] wn l eaching thus far, I looked up at 
what I had yet to perform, and I confess felt asto- 
nished, not at the height, but how it could be prac- 
ticable to get up a slippery and almost trackless 
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road. However we commenced, and mainly by 
prefeiring the deep snow, as I uniformly did, at 
last gained the summit, but not without great fa- 
tigue; a home could not carry a person up under 
a considerable time, and it took me two hours at 
least- W'e sat down, my Cossack and I, to gain 
breath and wait for the Yakuti with the baggage-— 
in the mean time smoking a pipe ; but it was top 
cold to remain, — we therefore prepared to descend. 
As to keeping my feet, how'ever, that was impos- 
sible ; I therelore lay down and slid to the bottom 
of the most dangerous part, a feat for which I had 
neaTiy paid dear, by coming in contact with a 
horse which had taken the same expeditious mode 
of descending. 'I’he path w’as so narrow, that one 
error would have pitched me for ever into the 
ahyss of snow beneath ; uthI although not deep, 
would have prevented a return, unless I had for- 
tunately fallen with my feet downwards, — the half- 
frozen surface of the snow serving in some manner 
to bring the person up: falling on one side I found 
very dangerous, unless somebody was near to ren- 
der assistance. I soon reached what I may term 
a charity ytnu'tc‘, being erected hy the commu- 
nity in general for the accommodation and preser- 
vation of travellers. It consists of a twelve feet 
vsquare room, with a small anti-room w liich serves 
as an entry, and may be properly termed a log- 
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liQUse, haying no window, unless a lai^e opening 
in the roof may be so termed. The centre is left 
to form a neat hearth or fire-place, on the sanie 
level as the sleeping places round it, which are six 
in number, and about eighteen inches off the 
ground, leaving a nan'ow passage between the 
health and bed places, which are formed of earth, 
boarded up and planked over : they were indeed 
very comfortable cells. Outside, the building is 
supported and banked up with snow, and the roof 
is covered with the same article, no fear being 
entertained of its ever melting during the travel- 
ling season ; the only inconvenience is from the 
smoke not having a free outlet, unless the door 
is open, which makes it very cold, and otherwise 
unpleasant. 

We passed a toleralde niglit, in company with 
.some other travellers bound to Yakutsk, and next 
morning resumed our journey in fine weather ; 
and in this way at tlie expiration of six days, we 
reached IJaralass, altcniately sleejung in sjiow, or 
in an uninhabited yourte, as our progress made it 
necessary. 

yiiese charity yourtes are placed at an iijconve- 
nient distance, being twenty-five miles asunder, 
too great in bad weather, and too little in fine ; 
twelve miles would be preferable, as travellers 
woidd then always have a comfortable resting- 



TO TAlJAtAK. 251 

place at one or the other, at least where wood is 
to be had. The country over which I had corne 
may be deemed on the whole very pictures(iue, the 
road lying between two elevated ranges of moun- 
tains ; the valleys exceedingly well-wooded, Imt 
gradiially diminishing as the summit is approach- 
ed, where nothing but the purest frozen snow is 
to be seen. There are also innumerable valleys, 
emanating from the principal one, which produce 
a beautiful effect, besides furnishing fine timber; 
but with all its beauty, or grandeiu* of scenery, it 
is dreary and desolate, not an individual dwelling 
in the whole extent from Aldan to Baralass ; a 
distance equal to half the length of Enghmd. 

I was civilly and hospitably received by a Yakut 
prince, who gave me a suj)p]y of frozcm milk, and 
we I’esumed our journey to Tabalak : we made 
forty miles the first day, by a good road, the snow 
l)eing hard frozen. The little river Sartan runs 
along the valley and unites with the Yana. 1 met 
a few hunting Yakuti, armed with bows and ar- 
rows, some on horseback, and others on foot. 
They appear an extremely civil peo[)le. The fol- 
loAVing day with great labmu*, walking and riding 
alternately, we reached forty miles, tlie horses dis- 
tressed, and the guides no better; the weather, 
snow and wind. For myself I was much dis- 
hoai tcnetj, but I felt that 1 had no choice ; go I 
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must, for return I would not, had things been ten 
times woree. The third was the coldest day I had 
experienced, the thermometer at twenty-eight and 
thirty degrees below the freezing point of Reau- 
mur, attended with some snow. We passed seve- 
ral habitations of the Yaknti, who invariably of- 
fered us a lodging, and provision for the day ; and 
always appropriated to me the best birth, which is 
in that corner of the room under the image, and 
opposite to the fire. We now left the river and 
valley of Sailan, crossed a considerable range of 
hills to the eastward, and entered upon an open 
country, which we got over more easily, the path 
lieing very fair. Passing the banks of the Bo- 
roidak, we came in time to witness the result of 
one of then’ fieltl sports, in the death of a deer, 
who had been levelled by a rifle-shot: of course I 
had the most luxurious part presented ito me, be- 
irig the marrow of the fore-legs. I did not find 
it disagreeable though eaten raw, and warm from 
life ; in a frozen state I shoidd consider it a great 
delicacy. The animal was the size of a good calf 
webbing about two hundred pounds; such a quan- 
tity of meat may serve four or five good Vakuti, 
for , a single meal, with whom it is ever famine or 
feast, gluttony or starvation. 

We reached Tabalak on the sixth day from 
Baralass, the latter pajt of the road lying di) the 
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Boroiilak, varying from excellent to execrable, as 
we changed from the liver to the banks : the dis- 
tance is two hundred and thirty miles. It is not 
badly peopled considering the access to it, as com- 
pared with the former part of my jouraey. Ilel’C 
we overtook an expedition bound to the river 
Kolyma, for the purpose of discovery, under the 
charge of the steersman. It consisted of one 
hundred and fifty loaded horses, apparently in a 
sad state from being too heavily laden. Inde- 
pendent of the expedition, there wei'e on the road 
a great many pedlars bound to the same place, to 
be ready for the fair of the Tchuktehi. What 
will not avarice or ambition prompt man to? But 
I am not the person to be astonished, who am, 
voluntarily travelling the same road, without ne- 
cessity or occasion. The journey is at present 
rendered increasingly laborious by numerous trees 
which have fallen ; whether from the effects of 
wind, the force of the waters, or natural decay. 
It is no uncommon thing during the spring, for 
the trees which have been left by the winter’s 
blasts or suimner’s deluge, to salute the traveller 
in passing, at least if lie should happen to step 
upon the roots, which are almost level with the 
surface of the earth ; so perfectly frozen is the ■ 
whole country north of 60'* of latitude. 

At Tabalak 1 had a pretty good specimen of- 
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tM apf)etite of a child, whose age (as I understood 
from the steersman, who spoke some English and 
less French) did not exceed five years. I had 
observ'ed the child crawKng on the floor, and 
scraping up with its thumb the tallow -grease 
which fell from a lighted candle, and I inquired 
in surprise whether it proceeded from hunger or 
liking of the fat. I was told from neither, but sim- 
ply from the habit in both Yakuti and Tongoiisi 
of eating whenever there is food, and never pei'* 
mitting any thing that can be eaten to be lost. I 
gave the child a candle made of the most impure 
tallow,-^a second, — and third — and all were de- 
voured with avidity. The steersman then gave 
him several pounds of sour frozen butter ; this 
also he immediately consumed; lastly, a large 
piece of yellow soap, — all went the same road ; 
but as I was now convinced that the child would 
continue to gorge as long as it could receive any 
thing, I begged my companion to desist as I had 
done. 

As to the statement of what a man can or will 
eat, either as to quality or quantity, I am afi?aid 
it would be quite incredible ; in fact, there is; no- 
thing in tlie way of fish or meal^ jfrom whatever 
animal, however putrid or unwholesome, but they 
will devour with impunity, and the quantity bidy 
varies from what they have, to what they can get. 
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I liave repeatedly seen a Yakut or a Tongouso 
rour forty pounds of meat in a day. The effect is 
very observable upon them, for from thin and 
ineagre-looking men, they will become perfectly 
pot-bellied. Their stomachs rnvist be differently, 
formed to ours, or it would be impossible for them 
to diink off at a draught, as they really do, their 
tea and soup scalding hot (so hot, at least, that 
an European would have difficulty in even sipping 
at it), without the least inconvenience. I have, 
seen three of these gluttons consume a rein-deer 
at one meal ; nor are they nice as to the choice of 
parts ; nothing being lost, not even the contents 
of the bowels, which, with the aid of fat and 
blood, ai'e converted into black puddings. 

For an instance in confirmation of this, no 
doubt, extraordinary statement, I shall refer to 
the voyages of the Russian admiral, Sai’itcheff. 
“ No sooner,” he says, “ had they stopped to rest 
or spend the night, than they had their kettle on 
the fire, which they never left until they pursued 
their journey, spending the intervals for rest in 
eating, and in consequence of no sleep, were 
drowsy all the next day.’’ The admiral also says, 
“ That such extraordinary voracity was never at- 
tended with any ill effects, although they made a 
practice of devouring, at one meal, what would 
have killed any other person. The labourers,” the 
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admiral says, ‘‘ had an allowance of four poodsj,, or 
one hundred and forty-four English pounds of fat, 
arid seventy-two pounds of rye flour, yet in a fort- 
night they complained of having nothing to eat. 
Not crediting the fact, the Yakuti said that one of 
them was accustomed to consume at home, inYhe 
space of a day, or twenty-four houre, the hind 
quarter ^ « large ox, twenty pounds of fat, and 
a proportionate quantity of melted butter for Ms 
drink. The appearance of the man hot justifying 
the assertion, the admiral had a mind to try his 
gormandizing powers, and for that purpose he 
had a thick porridge of rice boiled down with 
three pounds of butter, weighing together twenty- 
eight pounds, and although the glutton had al- 
ready breakfasted, yet did be sit down to it with 
great eagerness, and consumed the whole without 
stirring from the spot : and, except that his sto- 
mach l)etrayed more than an ordinary fullness^ he 
shewed no sign of inconvenience or injury, Imt 
would have been I’eady to renew his gluttony the 
following day.” So much for the admiral, on the 
truth of whose account I place perfect reliance. 

’ Tabalak is the residence of a corporal of the 
Cossacks, who has the charge of the post, and 
commands over the surrounding Yakuti. He is 
married, and appears to live here with tolerable 
comfort. The country round is studded with 
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lakes, producing abundance of fine fisb. I staid 
a couple of days to refresh myself, and, on the 
22d of November, I resumed the journey- The 
weather was now very cold, and my knees became 
exceedingly painfid, as I thought, fi’om sitting 
tpo much on horseback, consequently I walked 
more, in spite of the fatigue ; going over fifteen 
and -twenty miles a-day on foot, and always in 
those places where it was difficult for the horse to 
carry me. The first night we halted on the banks 
of a small lake, whei’c some fishermen were haul- 
ing their nets, although the ice was twenty inches 
deep ; of course I became entitled to a proportion 
of the fish caught, — to insure which, I invariably 
partook of the fatigue : let who will make his ap- 
pearance, of whatever tribe or religion, in Siberia, 
he will certainly be entitled to food, if he partakes 
of the labour in catching it — I do not know a more 
humane custom. The plan is indeed ingenious, 
and proves that “ necessity is the mother of in- 
vention.” Having fixed upon the spot, a large hole 
is made in the most distant part opposite to the 
place to which the fish 4ire to be h_g.uled, and then 
holes are also made from it on each side circularly 
towards the point where the fish are to be caught : 
the distance from hole to hole about fifteen or 
twenty feet: the whole of tlie net is tlien let down 
the first opening, as are the ropes attached to the 
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hauling of it, which ropes are fastened to a long 
pole, which under the ice conducts the ropes from 
hole to hole. Both ends are taken up at the last 
and largest opening, and the net is thus hauled : 
and a considerable quantity of fish are caught. 
The following figure will I’epresent the plan, the 
size and distance of the apertures being propor- 
tioned to the size of the net and length of the 
ropes : 



A, representing the opening where the net is first 
sunk ; B, where it is hauled down ; the other 
openings, those made for communication ; and 
the space within the outer circle, the lake. 

We halted at a most magnificent range of 
mountains, running from east to west-north-west, 
with lofty projecting blulfs and terrific precipices, 
on lands gently rising from the thickly wooded 
basis into elevated peaks and long extents of 
table lands, in all the wild variety of nature. I re- 
gretted my inability to sketch this beautiful view. 
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The route lay along the river Tostak twenty-five 
miles ; then crossing the mountains into the valley, 
and on to the river Dogdoa, now deeply hid in snow, 
and occasioning great labour to man and horse. 
We were frequently obliged to halt and clear 
away the snow with our spades, to enable the 
animals to proceed; at other times to unload tliem, 
and drag the baggage for two or three hundred 
yards. In these cases all distinctions of rank are 
laid aside, every person assisting and taking charge 
of his own horse : the only difference, a very 
slight one, being in favoiir of the liindmost, and 
even that was regulated, as the horses must take 
their turn to lead, thoiigh tlie ridei’s did not. 
When free from this heavy work, we were almost 
as badly off, being then on the river, the state of 
which absolutely prevented the ijrogress of the 
horses, without first chopping up the ice witli 
hatchets, and then cai’cfully leading the animals. 
In short, such was the nature of our road, that 
we had almost to carry the horses through the 
snow, and support them over ice so clear and 
slippery, that oil poured over it could not have 
made it worse. With all the assistance we could 
give, and even with that which we rendered them 
in tying cloths under their feet, as well as a rope 
above their fetlocks, of sufficient length only to 
enable them to make short steps forward, and pre- 
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venting their sliding sideways, it was found im- 
possible to save them dreadful falls and heavy 
strains; they constantly fell groaning under their 
loads, and it M' as really painful even to witness their 
sufferings. Three days passed in this manner, and 
I felt that if ever I had earned my coarse fare, it 
was during that period. Two horees had been 
allotted to me, and my plan was, to conduct one 
of them over the worst part, tie him to a tree, and 
then return for the other — and so on. The Yakuti 
felt grateful for the willingness with which I took 
my share of the labour. 

The next part of our road lay along the little 
rivers Kabbregah, Koudouroukui, Rasoka, and 
Kamen-da-Maslo; after which, leaving the moun- 
tainous part, we got upon an extensive plain, and 
reached a charity yourtc very late, having been 
obliged to abandon one of the horses. I was 
now suffering much in my feet, on which the 
frozen perspiration had formed blisters, in Whicli 
state I had also to encounter water even upon the 
ice. This, as it appears to me, is occasioned by 
the intenseness of the frost contracting the ice, 
till, in the end, it divides about the centre ; . cold 
being of so peculiar a quality, as in the first place 
to expand, and ultimately to contract all fluids it 
affects. The same observation applies to the 
ground, which cracks alike whether from the 
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effect of heat oi‘ cold; indeed, so powerful is the 
congelation of water, that it even splits mountains 
asunder — a fact which is here every where visible. 
Many of these mountains are of slate, and the 
rest appear but a common sort of rock and granite ; 
but on the banks of the river Kamen-da-Maslo, 
there is produced a fossil or an earthy substance 
called in Russian, Karaennoye Maslo, or stone 
butter, which ia eaten in various ways, as' well 
by Russians as Tongousi- — ^it is of a yellowish 
cream-colour, and not unpleasant in taste, but is 
forbidden, as pernicious in its effects, producing 
various disorders, as the gravel, &c. 

This earthy matter is found to be a fossil or 
salt, oozing out of rocks in many parts of Siberia, 
but chiefly from those near the rivers Irtish and 
Yenissei. When it is exposed to the air in dry 
weather it hardens, but in wet weather it again 
becomes soft or liquid. 

The horses requiring much rest from their fa- 
tigues, we did not depart until late. The inter- 
mediate time I consumed in various employments, 
chiefly by contrasting in my mind the populous 
cities and towns I had left with the remote and 
widely distant villages I now meet, and “ those 
vast and uncultivated tracts,” as are observed by 
Talleyrand, when speaking upon society, “ tra- 
versed rather than peopled by men who belong t(> 
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no nation. It is a novel spectacle for a traveller 
who, taking his departure from a large town where 
society is perfected, w^atches every degi’ee of civi- 
lization and industry becoming every moment 
weaker, till he arrives in a few days at tlie clumsy 
and coarse hut, constnicted with the trunks of 
fallen trees. Such a journey is a practical analysis 
of the origin and progress of nations, where we 
have a complicated aggregate to airive at the most 
simple elements ; eveiy day we lose sight of some 
one of those inventions which our unceasing wants 
have rendered necessary, and seem to travel back- 
ward in the histoiy of the progress of the hmmin 
mind. If such a spectacle invites the imagination, 
if we are delighted to find in space what alone be- 
longs to time, Ave must be content to see very few 
social ties among those men who appear so little 
to belong to the same association, so little to pos- 
sess an uniformity of character.” These ideas, so 
congenial with my own, occu})ied me in a melan- 
choly mood till I rose, and, looking at the grandeur 
of the scenery, I’cflected, that Avherever I was, the 
same Providence w'as there also. 

The extensive chains of mountains viewed from 
the spot where I write this, are truly fine; they 
run from east-north-east to west-south-west; the 
river Basoka runs along tlie eastern range, and is 
visilile for many miles, within tlie twf» ranges. 
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which appear to have been torn asunder by 
some convulsion of nature. I was, however, 
obUged to quit the scene, and pursue rny jour- 
ney over a country agreeably diversified with 
hill and dtde, — the path lying first along the 
banks of the Biekhall, and then of the Blu- 
denaya, where I halted in a most beautiful and 
close valley, surrounded on all sides by lofty and 
well-clothed mountains. 

On the ninth day 1 started for Zashiversk, distant 
forty miles, the first twenty of which was by a 
rising path, until I reached the gi’eatest elevation 
of a lofty mountain, with some peril and more dif- 
ficulty. The scene I'eminded me of my journey 
across the sand hills at the back of Vera Cruz, 
with this difference only, that the gale, generally 
attending both, obscures in the one instance the 
atmosphere with sand, and in the other with snow ; 
in both no traces of a path can long exist if there 
be any wind. The snow lay from four to six feet 
deep, and our situation was at one time extremely 
dangerous, being completely ignorant winch way 
to turn ; not the snudlest vestige of verdure was to 
be seen, and, except a few crosses (another resem- 
blance to Vera Cruz), which were sure to receive 
the offering of the Yakuti, consisting of horse-hair 
drawn from tlie tail or mane of horses, in token of 
their gratitude for sale anival at the summit, no- 
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thing was visible. By good fortune and perse- 
verance we at length got quit of this desert of 
snow, and rapidly descended the north-east side 
of the hills, enjoying the magnificent winter 
scene which gradually opens to view. I soon 
reached the banks of the Chouboukalah, and the 
more considerable Galaniina, and then along a 
well-wooded valley, gained the rapiij Indigirka 
just at the point where tlie latter falls into it ; 
not long after which I entered the town of Za- 
sliiversk. 

Of all the places I have ever seen, bemng the 
name of city or town, this is the most dreary iHid 
desolate; my blood froze within me as I beheld 
and approached the place. All that I have seen 
in pa^ng rocky or snowy sierras or passes in 
Spain, in traversing the wastes of Canada, or in 
crossing the Cordilleras or Andes of North Ame- 
rica; the Pyrenees, or the Alps, cannot be com- 
pared with the desolation of the scene around 
me! The first considerable halting-place from 
Yakutsk, the half-way house, is nine hundred or 
one thousand miles removed from a civilized 
place. Such a spot gives name to a commissa- 
riat, and contains seven habitations of the most 
miserable kind, inhabited severally by two clergy- 
men, each separate, a non-commissioned officer, 
and a second in command ; a postmjaster, a 
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merchant, and an old widows. I have, during my 
service in the navy, and during a period when sea- 
men were scarce, seen a merchant ship with six- 
teen guns, and only fifteen men, but I never before 
saw a town with only sev'en inhabitants. 

The distance to Zashiversk from Tabalak is two 
hundred and fifty miles, throughout the whole of 
which there is not a single inhabited dwelling, 
and but eight charity yourtes. The weather had, 
generally speaking, been calm and mild, seldom 
exceeding 25" of frost of Reaumur. This miser- 
able town is, however, at least an hospitable place. 
It is seated on the right bank of the Indigirka, 
which flows with great rapidity, and during the 
summer carries every thing before it. The moun- 
tains to the west are bold and barCj piibducing 
nothing besides a few dwarf pines ; these ' moun- 
tains confine the river for forty miles further to 
the north, where it spreads and fonns a continu- 
ation of lakes until it enters the Icy Sea. 

Fish is fine and most abundant, and constitutes 
almost the only support of the numerous inhabit- 
ants. There is not a blade of grass near the place, 
and no horses are kept nearer than thirty miles; so 
that there is no little difficulty in bringing the hay 
which maintains a couple of cows. The planner 
or proposer of this site for a town might deserve 
punishment, but certainly less than that of being 
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made its perpetual commander. I however i*e- 
mained three days, living in a state of luxury to 
which I had, of late, been a stranger. Hai’es, 
wolves, bears, wild rein-deer, and elks, which 
abound here, were my ordinary food; foxes, which 
are also in great plenty, are also sometimes used. 
Bear and wolf meat I found good when veiy hun- 
gry; rein-deer I found a delicate diet; but elk I 
think surpasses every thing I have tasted, having 
ail the nutriment of beef, with all the delicate 
flavour of the rein-deer. 

On the 3d of December I quitted the toim of 
Zashiversk, not ungratefid for the hospitality of 
its ijoor inhabitants, who had supplied me with 
})lenty of fish, here eaten in a raw state, and 
which to this hour I remember as the greatest de- 
licacy I have ever tasted. Spite of our prejudices, 
there is nothing to be compared to the melting 
of raw fish in the mouth ; oysters, clotted cream, 
or the finest jelly in the world is nothing to it ; 
nor is it only a small quantity that may be eaten 
of this precious commodity. I myself have finish- 
ed a whole fish which, in it.s frozen state, might 
have weighed two or three pounds, and with 
black biscuit and a glass of rye-l)randy, have de- 
fied either nature or art to prepare a better meal. 
It is cut up or shaved into slices with a sharp 
knife, from head to tail, and thence derives the 
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name of Strogamna : to complete the luxniy only 
salt and pepper were wanting. Having charged 
myself with a leather bag of these, which are al- 
ways of a white colour and generally of the stur- 
geon kind, I resumed my route along the crys- 
tal surface of the Indigirka. My first day’s jour- 
ney brought me more aecpiainted with the power 
and use of dogs, although I liave seen them in 
London drawing a poor sailor who had lost both 
his l^s ; here, however, water or ice, fish, fire- 
wood, travellers and their goods, and every thing 
that convenience can demand, are drawn by those 
domestic animals. 

At forty miles the mountains diverge from tlie 
coiu’se of the river to the east-north-east and west- 
south-west, — the former chain going towards the 
Kolyma, and the latter embanking the Yana; the 
country between them a vast desert. The twen- 
tieth day we had passed thirty miles, still on the 
shallow, transparent, and slippery Indigirka, which 
gave us another lesson of our hard work. Many 
islands lay in the river which, during the sum- 
mer, present a scene of desolation almost incre- 
dible, from the effects of the wonderful overflow- 
ing of the rivers. In journeying along the liver,, 
ray horse twice fell under me upon his broadside, 
yet without injury to me, as I used no stirru{)s, my 
feet hanging at liberty for the purpose of kicking 
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the horse’s side to keep them warm. My route 
lying north, the mountains gradually disappeared 
as I entered on the seemingly boundless plain. 
We tarried at a comfortable clean yourte, where 
I was regaled with excellent cream and wild ber- 
ries, somewhat similar to black currants, called 
here broosnieka, vaccinium vitis idaea. I continued 
over a flat country, and lakes communicating with 
one another by srpall streams, suffering much at 
times from the cold, especially in the knees, which 
although not sensibly cold, had a feeling of dead- 
ness and painful fatigue, which I could not ac- 
count for till a pedlar explained to me by signs 
and words, that if I did not alter my plan I 
should certainly lose both my legs above the 
knees. They appeared indeed a little inflamed, 
owing, as he said, to the inadequate protection of 
the knee-joints, which on horseback are more 
than ordinarily exposed, all the defence they had 
being a single leather, in sometimes 30*’ of frost of 
Reaumur. I considered that I was still bound to 
the northward, and that the extreme of winter 
had not yet come upon me, and therefore thought 
it better to accept a pair of souturee (knee-pre- 
servers, made of the skins of rein-deer’s legs), which 
he very kindly offered. The service they did me 
is a,stonishing : from that moment I had less pain 
and more heat, and Ijccame fully satisfied that the 
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extremities are alone to be taken care of. The 
golden rule, which I have never found to err, is, 
always to follow the example and custom of the 
natives, whether in a hot, cold, or temperate 
clime, they ought to know what is most necessary 
or proper. 

On the third day after my departure from Za- 
shiversk, my liquor was at an end fi’om the effects 
of a very common sort of leak — it had been tap- 
ped too often. I could do nothing but bull the 
barrel, that is, put a little water into it, and thus 
preserve at least the appearance of vodkey. The 
nights were particularly beautiful, and the moon 
was visible during the whole twenty-four hours. 
My eyes had now Ijecome painful fi’om the effects 
of the snow on the eye-lashes, but I was still con- 
tent, and moved forward cheei’fully to the scene 
of my destination. On the sixth day, over a mi- 
serable road, the fatigues of which it is useless to 
repeat, I reached a miserable abode, whose inha- 
liitants were in a state of actual starvation, com- 
pletely resigned to their fate, and only wishing to 
die. Remonstrance had some effect in rousing them, 
and warm tea had more, for they determined to 
accompany us to the next post station, whose inha- 
bitants, at our instigation, gave them a part of their 
own fish, “ although their supply of the wants of 
nature, frugal as they were, but scarce supportetl 
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their own lives,” Over lakes, and through low 
forests, I at length reached the summit of the 
chain of hills which sepai’ate the commissariats of 
Zashiversk and Kolyma ; then, descending rapidly, 
entered a charity yourte twenty miles further. I 
found a fire ready lighted, owing to the conside- 
rate attention and orders of llaron Wrangcl, who 
keeps a man employed here until the whole ex- 
pedition has passed. — The eighth day I reached 
Sordak, three hundred and twenty miles from 
Zashiversk. This stage was accomplished with 
gi’eat difficulty, owing to the unusual depth of the 
snow, and the wretched condition of the horses : 
mine had failed. The late high winds had also 
obliterated every trace of the path, and we Avere 
frequently obliged to return and start afresh, 
sounding the depth of the snow as Ave went. At 
length, however, avc arrived, and in good health, 
althougli the Aveather was noAv become very 
severe. 

At Sordak there is a post-house and a corporal 
of the Cossacks, with a few other yourtes for the 
Yakuti, Avho cut and bi-ing hay and fire-wood, and 
fish and hunt; in short, they maintain the esta- 
blishment upon the terms of paying no yasack. 
They also accompany the post, and other travellers, 
and return with the goveniment horses. This 
may serve, therefore, as a description of the other 
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stations, of which there are but eight in the whole 
route from Yakutsk to the Kolyma, a distance of 
eighteen hundred miles. The country round Sor- 
dak is low and marshy, with numerous lakes, and 
much fine wood, and is indeed far superior to 
that on the southern side of the liills. The under 
officer who keeps the station is grandson of the 
celebrated Vladimir Atlassof, who discovered, and 
in part conquered, Kamtchatka, He entered into 
a history of his adventures, very little of which I 
understood. He is marked by a vennilion spot 
on his cheek, and subject to a complaint called 
Imerachisrn, Avhich will be hereafter mentioned. 
His present occujjation appears to consist in for- 
warding a quantity of youkola and frozen fish 
for the assistance of the expedition at the Kolyma : 
he is at the same time actually making a com- 
plaint to Baron Wrangel of the people under his 
command being in a state of starvation ; in spite 
of wdiicli he is willing to sell their provisions. 
Alas ! what will not man do, even in the most 
remote wilds, for the sake of lucre ! 

Among the guests at Sordak was the priest of 
Sredne Kolymsk, or Middle Kolymsk, wdio liad 
arrived to christen some infants, as well as, per- 
haps, to drink an extra allowance of spirits ; for 
his I’everence informed me that the glass was at 
43® of frost of Reamuvu’j (although, I suppose, he 
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understood as little of a thermometer as I did of 
the Greek mass,) in spite of the fineness of the 
day. The sun, in fact, was visible, although I was 
a little north of the arctic circle, the date being 
10th (22d) December : one more convincing prodf 
how ill we hitherto understood the reflective or 
refractive power of the sun in arctic latitudes. 
This circumstance I hope will have some weight in 
establisliing the character of the late Mr. Hearhe, 
who can hardly, in his dark age, be supposed to 
have understood the very nice calculations which 
appear so to occupy the exertions of the present 
expeditions : Mr. Kenzie may be found e<iuaily 
incorrect, in not having made an allowance for a 
modern improvement. * ■ ' 

Having well refreshed ourselves with the flesh 
of a wolf and a horse, which had the day before 
fought each other to death, we departed on the 
1 4th towards the Kolyma. The first night ; we 
put up at a yourte, forty miles, encompassed Iw 
squalling children, gi’owling and howling dogs, 
and a scolding and tyrannical hostess. There 
wanted only a smoky chimney to render it eomi 
plete. Having procured wood for the flight, oft 
the mon’ow we departed, but not before I had got 
into a scrape, for hanging my cap and gloves upon 
the pins which bear the images of worship. 
infuriated woman complained to the Cossack of 
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the insult. The Cossack told her I was an Eng- 
lish pope, or priest, and that I was privileged: 
the length of my locks, as well as l)eard, was 
proof positive, arid thenceforward I was called the 
En^ish priest. 

The 2d day we reached a large and neat yourte, 
inhabited by two aged brothers who had become 
Christians, The eldest had discarded two of his 
wives as a proof of his faith, although the younger 
had buried three, and was enjoying happiness 
with a fourth, — no great .sign of his faith, c»r strict 
attention to the orders of the Greek church, 
which only permits three marriages. Next day 
I crossed the Alazea, a cctnsiderable river, running 
into the Frozen Ocean. This part of the world 
is most abundantly rich in fish, game, and cattle; 
and the few inhabitants ui)on its banks live ex- 
ceedingly well. They supplied me with a couple 
of geese, with ducks, and frozen fish, which is of 
the first quality. From the Alazea I kept com- 
pany with a pedlar, half Yakut and half llussian. 
I have seen several of this mixed breed; and al- 
though their parents ai-e ordinary in appearance, 
1 have hardly ever seen the children, whether 
male or female, otherwise than with tlic most 
beautiful skins, and pleasingly formed features. 
They have also a delicate api)earajico, which adds 
much to the general interest. 

VOT„ 1. T 
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On thf 19tli Doccinbcr I reached Sredne Ko- 
Ijinsk, Ixang one hundred and fifty inlles fr<*ni 
Sordak. The day was very cold, hwt the weather 
was calm. The country has l»e6n very low, hut 
I am now getting into the vicinity of elevated 
lands. Crossing the nia|pvificcnt stream, I shortly 
reached the town or commissariat, wdiere an 
empty house was soon providc'd for me ; and being 
siipjilied with firing, attendants, and provisions, 
I regaled my selfi throtigh the kindness of the com- 
missary ; and in short, remained nearly five days, 
owing to their inability^ to supply me with a fresh 
Cossa<'k. The interval w as employed in w^alking 
about, making observations, and compiling this 
Narrative. 

I’lie irriest having, with the commissary and 
ptincipal p(x>ple of the place, paid me a visit, the 
former entered my habitation crossing himself, as 
is customary ; then advancing to me, who stood 
offering liim my hand, in the English style, I was 
honoured with his blessing, which I acknow- 
ledged by an exchange of the compliment. The 
old gentleman retreated in astonivshment, and de- 
manding who and w hat I was, my Cossack an- 
swered I was an English priest ; upon which the 
reverend gentleman observed he was in error, as 
one priest could not gi ve a benediction to anothei-. 
He then shook hands, and expressed his friend- 
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ship for me. Another instance of the ctfects of 
my beard and of more value to me, tliough less 
to the priests of Siberia, arose from the circum- 
stance of tlie Yakuti coming to me frequently 
with the right hand open, and siipported by the 
left, wliich I interpreted into an asking of alms, 
and accordhjgly gave them something to eat. 
niis, however, they (n idently declined, and still 
continued their supplicating posture. My Cos- 
sack afterwards gave me to Tinderstand that I was 
mistaken, for that they were begging a blessing. 
I therefore determined to satisfy the next Yakut, 
who appeare<l during one of my rambles along 
the river ; and when a well-dressed Yakut knez, 
or prince, demanded my l:)lessing in passing, I 
gave it to him in the Russian style, as well as to 
his family when 1 left them. The |)rince began 
to unload .a Souma, or leathern bag, and following 
!ne, kissetl my hand, and insisted upf)n my accept- 
ing a couple of sables ; nor could all my entrea- 
ties induce iiim to take them l)ack, tliat being 
considered the greatest insidt ; noi’ indeed will 
any I’eturn Ijc received for a religions offering, on 
the spot: afterwards, a little tobacco, a knife, or 
flint and steel, is considered an aece[)tablt' present. 

Sredne Kolymsk stands upon the left hank of 
the Kolyma, and is the residence of the eonmds- 
sary, Ids secretary, and a few altetidiug (k)ssacks. 

T 2 



27G SB.r<DKE KOI,YTMSK. 

There are also about twelve or fifteen inhabited 
dwellings, contairiing about one hundred people ; 
though, with its outhouses, baths, &c. it has the 
appearance of a hu'ge village. Its central position 
is the principal reason of its adoption as the resi- 
dence of tlie eoininissaiy ; producing immense 
quantities of superior fish, serving equally for their 
.own consumption and that of tlieir dogs, which 
aie, numerous, it is also eligible. 

With a poor hobbydehoy fellow, in lieu of my 
faithful and affectionate Cossack, Peter Treche- 
koff, I departed on Christmas day, in spite of the 
remonstrances and invitation of the commissary 
to pass the holidays with him, and, directing ray 
route along the river Kolyma, could not repress 
an inclination to melancholy, and a feeling of the 
loneliness of my situation. I lelt that all my 
sorrows were yet to come, and that my difficulties 
had hai’dly begun. Yet my determination was 
firm, had appearances been ten times worse. ■ 

At twenty miles I visited an old Yakut prince 
upwards of ninety years old, in the perfect enjoy- 
ment of all his faculties. He was a companion 
and acquaintance of the unfortunate Shallaouroff 
in the year 1764, then fifty-six years ago, when 
that adventurous person completed two expedi- 
tions to the Frozen Sea, and is supposed to have 
perished in the third. I inquired of the old man 
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resiiecting Billings and his party ; he said that 
was as yesterday. He has a comfortable dwelling, 
and is in good circumstances, though he told me 
a suljsistence by the chase seems very precarious 
now-a-days, as most of the animals, especially 
the rein-deer and elks, have been driven to the 
north and east. 

Here I quitted the river, and then over a flat 
country, alwunding in lakes and low brush-wood, 
completed forty miles : the weather was exceed- 
ingly cold, the thermometer never being above 
thirty-five degrees of Reaiunur. The hills to the 
east had gradually disappeared, and the following 
day we reached fifty miles by a good path, and 
comparatively little fatigue. 

The third day I made' tliirty, and the fourth 
day forty miles, mostly along the river, and 
through and over broken ice, which made the 
journey very tedious, starting early and arriving 
late. The habitations in this district, whether 
peopled or not, are much more comfortable than 
in the others, and it is but justice to the people 
also to say that they are cleaner and better 
Hothed. On the fifth day I started at one in the 
morning, and reached sixty miles, the greatest 
journey I had made in one day, in 35 or 36® of 
frost. I was oljliged from the cold to disihoUnt 
at least twenty or thirty times to take a run for 
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mere self-preservation. At forty miles, at three 
in the afternoon, we drank tea in a bush, and at 
eight or nine in the evening reached the station 
called Malone, — exceedingly fatigued. I soon re- 
covered, however, through the kindness of a vener- 
able Russian mei’chant, who happened also to be 
travelling and trading that way, though nearly 
eighty years of age, sixty of which he had passed 
in Siberia, and twenty in Archangel. His pre- 
sent voyage, in his latter days, appears to have 
been a losing one, arising from the circumstance, 
that‘the paper curi’enc;^" has been recently changed 
at the capitals, with only a short warning to this 
distant point ; where the new issue has not yet 
anived. The pedlars of this place arc thus 
throwm out of every means of caraing a profit with 
money for another year-while the chances to the 
comiTHSsaries, and other civil official traders, arc 
proportionaljly encreased — ludess at the sacrifice 
of 20 and 25 per cent, to those persons wdiose func- 
tions ought to I’estrain such a proceeding. The 
old merchant was, however, still able to give me 
tea and a glass of corn spirits, my owoi having l)een 
long since consumed, with every other species jif 
[•revision. I contrived, however, through the 
kindness of the people, always to have plenty of 
fish, which was generally rny [)rii!cipal fowl, in 
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|)i'€lcit«icc to the game which was otroied to )iiic, 
hut which 1 much disliked. 

At Mtiloiie the track for liorses is iti general 
finished, though they do sometimes go as far as 
Nishney Kolymsk, and even to the Frozen Sea, 
in search of sea-horse and mammoths’ tusks. I 
was now provided with thirteen dogs and a driver, 
and a vehicle covered over with a sort of frame 
and oil-cloth, to keep out the cold, as it was thought 
too great for me to withstand. A hear skin and 
warm bhinket and pillow were sdso jolaccd in it, 
in such a manner that I might lie down, he warm, 
and slcM3p at my pleasure. I got in, and it was 
cloKsed after me, not a Iweath of air could enter; 
so that, notwithstanding the intense cold prevail- 
ing on the outside, I wa.s obliged to make my 
escape from the suffocation within, by taking out 
my knife and cutting a way through to gain fresh 
air. I have seldom been so si<'k or so angry ; tind 
baring my head, neck, and Ijrcast to the cold, 
and pitching the; covering into the snow, in this 
exposed state I resumed the journey. The dogs 
ran well ; but from the effects of the severe cold 
t|iiy. were com])ellcd to rest a few minutes at 
every four miles, besides at other times, as often 
as was necessary to let me have niy run, Indeed, 
the want of exercise crucll\ afrccied nu'. 1 never 
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was SO distressed from the cold : the halfdtoijir 
stages betwixt every three or four miles were suf- 
jfiei^t tp freeze and fret my face desperately ; and 
it then required no little self-command to be abk 
to resume the exercise so necessary to counhemct 
it. Sometimes I found myself so drowsy j that 
the driver deemed it necessary to use all his exer- 
tions to rpuse me. He behaved with great, kind- 
ness, and has secured my grateful recollection. . 

\^e reached fifty-five miles with the same dogs, 
and put up for the night at a Yukagir hut, Re- 
sumed next morning, with increased cold, thong^ 
calm weather, and reached Nishney Kolymsk; .:at 
noon, amid 42" of frost, according to many ^pirjt 
tliermoineters of Baron Wrangefs,’ on the last day 
of December, 1820, after a most tedious, laborious, 
and to me perilous journey of sixty-one days, 
twenty of which were passed in the snow, without 
even the comfort of a blanket — a great’ oversight, 
I will not call it fault, of ray worthy friend Mr. 
Minitsky: nor had I even a second coat, or parka, 
nor even a second pair of boots, and less clothing 
than even the guides and attendants of the poorest 
class. I could not, therefore, but feel grateful for 
my safe arrival at such a season of the year, in 
such intense cold, and with only the upper part of 
my nose betvveen tlie eyes at all injured. Had I 
not received the knee-preservers, I believe I nevei’ 
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!sli<diild have amved safe, unless by walking the 
wholef^istarice ; for when once the knees are frost- 
bitten (mine only complained) in a serious mart- 
mlieu 'alike to them and life ! 

' I met, iit Nishney Kolymsk, the Baron Wrangel, 
and his Companion Mr. Matiushkin, a midshipman. 
It Wa^ the last day of the old year, and in the pre- 
sent enjoyment of a moderate meal, a hearty wel- 
con#j ' arid excellent friends, I soon forgot the 
arid felt little concern for the future. Quar- 
ts were appropriated me in the Baron*s own 
arid with him, on the shores of the Frozen 
Sea; I enjoyed health and every comfort I could 
desire. 
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Nisliiiey Kolymsk — Ostrovnaya Fortress — Description ot 
the Fail* held there, with the rduiktclii tribe — Observa- 
tions on that people, and on Baron WrangeVs Flxpedition* 

On the morning after my arrival at Nisliney 
Kolymsk, and while at breakfast, I received, as 
a new year’s gift, a couple of large fish in a 
frozen state, weighing each five or six poods, or 
about two hundred | 30 unds weiglit. I inquired 
for what they were intended, and learnt, that 
I could not be supposed to have lirouglit fish 
with me for subsistence ; Jind that, as the season 
had already passed for laying in a stock, the in- 
habitants of course knew that I must he in want. 
During the forenoon I also received a parka, or 
leather frock, to be worn during my stay in the 
Kolyma. It was a handsome one, mounted with 
sjibles and martins. To these were added trow- 
sers, ca}), boots, and leather hose ; in short, every 
article of dress that could be desired, and siiffi- 
cient to have served me at least a twelvemonth. 
Besides these 'articles, I was also provided with 
a bear’s skin for a IkhI, and a leather covering for 
a l»lankel lined with hares’ skins (Jloves were 
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supplied me thi'ough the care of the ladles ; and 
Baron Wi’angel, at whose house I lodged, crown- 
ed these benevolences, besides his general kind- 
ness, in making my situation absolutely <en viable, 
by fitting me with a complete suit of the dress 
of the country, to be used, if necessary, or re- 
tained as a sample of the costume in these 
northern parts. By those kind and considerate 
supplies, both of provisions and dress, I was 
enabled to take my daily exercise with impunity, 
and could not help recalling to mind the woi’ds 
of Prior, which were fully realized in my case. 

if any nation pass their destined days 
Beneath the neiglib'ring sun’s directer rays ; 

If any suffer, oh the Polish coast, 

The rage of Arctos, and eternal frost ; 

May not the pleasure of Oninipotcnce, 

To each of these some secret good dispense ? 

Baron Wrangefs expedition I found in a state 
of much forwardness, great exertions having been 
used in collecting dogs and drivers, and ju'ovi- 
sions, as well as in making new nartes, or sledges. 
I learnt that it would depart from the Kolyma 
in the month of March, in two divisions, — one 
having "^for its olyect the solution of the question 
regarding the latitude and longitude of the north- 
east cape of Asia ; autl the other, a journey due 
north from the mouth of ibe Kolyma, in search 
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of a real or supposed continent, or rather the 
continuation of Asia to where it was imagined 
by some to join the continent of America. I did 
not hesitate to volunteer my services ; but in 
consequence of my being a foreigner, I found 
my services could not Im? accepted, without spe- 
cial permission from the goverament. I there- 
fore made up my mind to set out for the fail* 
of the Tchuktchi, and to try my forttme in 
getting a passage through their country, and so 
to cross over Behring’s Straits for America. 

During the months of January and February 
we were variously employed, as the nature of the 
weather would allow, passing the time agreea- 
bly and happily enough. Among other things, 
I brought up my journal, and worked some ob- 
servations for the latitudes and longitudes of 
Nishney Kolymsk. I had ’ also placed at my 
disposal some interesting volumes, which Baron 
Wrangel had brought with him. Sometimes 
we joined in the amusements of the natives, and 
visited them in their feasts, which are very nu- 
merous, and at which there is a great consump- 
tion of liquor. The ice mountain was of course 
one of our amusements, and our time was far 
from hanging heavy. I descended it daily during 
the with one and sometimes two young 
girls on my knees, who expressed no fear in 
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tmstiiig themselves with a novice. Ouv conver- 
sation was chiefly relative to the expedition ; each 
person had something to recommend, either for 
immediate benefit or as a future precaution ; among 
others, I was so fortunate as to propose some 
things which appeared and proved of service to 
the exix;dition, and which were either adopted, or 
improved upon by the Baron. I have seldom seen 
a young man better qualified for the task imposed 
up£«i him, or one who possessed a more versatile 
genius. For his kindness to me I must ever feel 
grateful, and our short acquaintance has, I tnist, 
been productive of a mutual friendship. 

The weather proved exceedingly cold in Janu- 
ary and February, but never so severe as to pre- 
vent our walks, except during thosastimes when 
the wind was high: it then became insupportable 
out of doors, and we were obliged to remain at 
home. Forty degrees of fi’ost of Reaumur never 
appeared to afiect us in calm weather so much as 
ten or fifteen during the time of a In’eeze ; yet to 
witness the aurora borealis, I have repeatedly 
quitted my bed in those extremes of cold, M'ithout 
shoes or stockings, and with no dress on but a 
parka, or frock. 

To prove thaf l do not magnify the extremes 
of cold in that part of the world, I beg to refer to 
Mr. Sauer’s account of Billing’s exi>edition, and 
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the present Admiral SaritchciF’s account of the 
same, wlien 43" of Reaumur, or 74" of Fahrenheit, 
were repeatedly known. I will, also, add my testi- 
mony from experience to the extent of 42”. I 
have also seen the minute book of a gentleman at 
Yakutsk where 47” of Reaumur were registered, 
ec|ual to 84" of Fahrenheit. There can, indeed, be 
but little doubt that, the local situation of the Ko- 
lyma, bordering on the latitude of 70", and almost 
the most easterly part of the continent of Asia, is 
a colder one than Melville Island, or the centre 
of the Amei’ican Polar coast. Okotsk, Idgiga, 
Yakutsk, 'I’omsk, and Tobolsk, are considered 
equally cold and exposed as the mouths of the 
Lena, Yana, or Kolyma. Even Irkutsk, ‘about 
the latitude bf. London, has yearly a frost of 40” 
of Reaumiu', or 58 ’ below the zero of Fahrenheit ; 
yet, the utmost degi’ee of cold that I have ob- 
served, I have never known attended by that 
crackling noise of the breath which has been 
related, dor with those other strange sensations 
which some have descril)ed ; though I have seen 
axes split to pieces, and witnessetl the ill (dfeCts 
of touching iron, glass, or crockery, with the 
naked skin, wdiich will infallibly adhere to it. 
However, I soon had reason to ehnsider the cold- 
est day as the finest. iKX'ause it was tlien sure to- 
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be calui, and oflered every incitement to exercise 
and cheerMness. 

NisJiney Kolyinsk may be termed n Large town 
in this part of the wnn-hl, containing, as it does, 
near fifty dwellings and about four Immlred peoph* 

( or eighty families ), which is three times the 
number of any place lietwixt it and Yakutsk. It 
stands on the east side of an island in the Kolyma, 
about twenty-five miles long, and opposite to the 
junction of the river Aniuy. Formerly the town ^ 
w,as eight miles lower down, but the bleakness of 
the situation and its consequent exposure to the 
northern blasts, induced its removal to the pi’esent 
site, where it is protected frmn them by a range 
of hills. The islaiui is covered only with low 
brushwood, but receives fine timber which is 
floated down the river. Ah) cultivation can of 
coui’se be expected in a cliinate wherein scarcely 
a blade of grass is to be seen ; the horses, which 
do sometimes tarry in its vicinity for a Iqw days, 
feeding upon the tojis, stumps, and baiPk of the 
bushes, or upon the moss. The inhabitants ma- 
nage, notwithstanding, with great labour, to feed a 
couple of cows ; though to do this tliey are obliged 
to bring the hay eighty miles. They are mostly 
Cossacks, with half a dozen pedlars, and three 
priests, the whole of whom carry on some traffic. 
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These reverend traders seem to have adopted the 
practice of our young boys, who will say their 
prayers several times on those nights when they 
cannot sleep, as a sort of atonement for those 
nights when sleep and fatigue, or the like, have 
superseded them. In like manner the clei'gyraen, 
as I was told, have actually said masses three 
times on a certain Sunday, and were then absent 
till the fourth; and being three brothers, of 
course they were not in fear of being reported 
by one another. Baron Wrangel,\ however ac- 
ceptable he deemed the extra masses, insisted 
upon the observance of reli^ous worship every 
Sunday. 

The occupation of people in this part of the 
world natui^y depends upon the season. Laying 
in wood for fire, hunting, and trading, are the 
winter occupations; while fishing and fowling 
are almost the exclusive employment in spring 
and autumn: summer is generally the building 
time, the wood for which is floated down the 
Kolyma from Sredne Kolymsk. The women em- 
broider gloves, caps, boots, shoes, and various 
things in a neat manner. Fai’ther on to the 
southward, they also attend to the breeding 
cattle. Fishing may, however, Ije tenned the 
grand "concern, employing, as it does, alike men, 
women, children, and dogs. 
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The quantity of fish caught is prodigious, as 
will be inferred from the following account. From 
Nishney Koljrmsk to Malone is a distance of 
e%hty miles; the number of inhabitants in the 
twh places may be six hundred, and these consume 
ne<irly two million pounds of fish. Now, allowing 
one hundred and twenty families to represent the 
six hundred individuals, it follows that each fa- 
mily receives a portion of about fifteen thousand 
pounds of fish annually, or forty poimds a-day. 
Nor is such a quantity by any means too large,' 
considering the number of dogs, which are ge- 
nerally allowed each ten herrings a-day, at least 
during the period of work. In the distance above 
aHtided to, there may be about eight hundred 
who consume above four thousand pounds of 
fish^ daily, during half the year : the other half 
theyi fM'owl al)out on the banks of the river and 
lakes, and by their sagacity provide their own 
suiNistence; ’ Indeed, were it not for them, there 
would inevitably be a plague in the town of Nish- 
ney Kolymsk, for theie is no filth whatever which 
is not consumed by them. With respect to their 
howling at stated periods, no cock ever crew, nor ' 
goosey «vtei! cackled more regularly than these do* 
meatic ajMmalsi it would also appear that one of 
than is Constantly on the alert, and, givi ng the ; 
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alawh, he is instantly followetl by the rest during 
a space of four or five minutes. 

The fish caught in the river Kolyma are of 
various kinds, but most of them I can only denote 
by their native names, as the nailma, moksou, 
osioter and sturgeon : the salmon is fine and 
plentifid, and the sterlett delicious ; from the roe 
of the last is made the black caviar ; but herrings 
are the most abundant of all. The sturgeon is 
converted into youkola, or dried fish, for the inha- 
bitants, while moksou is similarly prepared for the 
dogs ; the other kinds are generally boiled or 
eaten raw by men and dogs ; the former is deemed 
a most expensive plan. The species of fish al- 
lotted to the dogs, are only in cases of great ne- 
cessity consumed by the men ; such for instance 
was the case between the years 1812 and 1819, 
when a famine prevailed to so alarming a degree, 
that the poor were obliged to eat the dogs ^ they 
died, al^ough, to their credit be it recorded, they 
never, even in these circumstances, killed them. 
Indeed, these faithful animals constitute the 
greatest part of their riches. Yet nature ap- 
pear in part to have provided against such emer- 
gencies, as it is a general remark, that in those 
seasons when fish are .scarce, elks, wild sheep, and 
rein-deer are most numerous, nxiA vice versd. But 
many of the inhabitants will not be harassed with 
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the trouWe of hunting, and depend entirely upon 
fish for their food. 

Formeiiy, tliis part of the world was highly 
productive in furs, the emperor receiving a tenth 
of each sort, which has at times amounted to as 
many as five thousand sables, but now-a-days less 
than so many hundreds, a fpiantity barely suffi- 
cient to pay tlie yasack. The shores of the Icy 
Sea are still niuch frequented by the white, blue, 
and red fox, and near tJie woods valuable sables 
are still to be met with. In the rivers the vidra 
or liver otter is in much estimation. Upon the 
whole, however, it appears that the inhabitants 
look to the Tchuktchi for their winter clothing 
and most valuable fur trade. The animals of the 
chase seem to have lieen forced from the central 
to the extreme parts of Siberia, and tlius the elks, 
rein-deer, and argali, or wiki slice}), are but rarely 
met with in the commissariat ; they are now 
more within the reach of the few Yukagire de- 
scendants, who line the banks of the two Aniuys, 
and chase those animals beyond the frontiers. 
Game of the feathered kind is, nevertheless, highly 
abundant, such as swans, geese, ducks, woodcocks, 
bustardsi and partri(%es ; but, as in the case of the 
wild animals, the inhabitants have neither the 
time ndr the means to look after them. Could 
they l>e supplied with salt, or could salt works be 
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established here, no spot in the world would be 
better supplied with food than £he Kolyma 
whereas, at present, should they be so fortunate 
as to take two or three yeai's’ fish during one 
season, it must all be converted to youkola; and 
in the second summer it turns sour and becomes 
inagotty, so as scarcely to l>e fit even for the dogs 
to eat. 

With respect to the salubrity of the town and 
district of Kolyma, I fear it cannot be highly 
extolled, being subject to the ravages of many 
diseases, among which the leprosy, apoplexy, 
venereal, and scurvy are the most dangerous. 
The latter alone appears, by the inhabitants, to 
be susceptible of cure, which is by the consump- 
tion of raw fish during the winter: in the slim- 
mer the disease never fails to abate With the 
arrival of fresh fish. I always ate of raw fish, 
as well from choice, as from a wish to conihrm to 
the manners and customs of the natives, confi- 
dent that time and experience must have initiated 
them into a knowledge of what is best for thOir 
climate. Tlie two other diseases befbre named, 
especially the venereal, appear incurable, becoming 
as it were the inheritance of the children. The 
complaints called (liable au corpi, imerachtsm, 
must also be si>ecified; the former is a most ex- 
traordinary one, and coiisists in an idea that the 
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body of the patient is possessed with one or more 
devils, attended with incessant hiccoughs. The 
parties afflicted with it are generally most deli- 
cate and interesting in their appearance ; and it 
is seldom indeed that any individual is cured. In 
females it prevails to such an extent, as utterly to 
prevent pregnancy. I have seen them hiccough 
to so great an extent as to induce me to strike 
them on the upper part of the spine, in the hope 
©f. rdieving them from the pain by a surprise of 
the moment. They persist in believing that a 
devil is in the body of the person afflicted, and 
that, until he be removed, the person will never 
regain health. The complaint, whatever it may 
be, the natives consider as an inheritance from 
their Others. Imerachism,' to which not only the 
people of the Kolyma, but those also of more 
soutlicrn countries are subject, is eqmdly unac- 
countable. Instead of exciting serious fits, like 
the > last-mentioned disorder, it carries with it an 
air of merriment, as it by no means alfects the 
health of tlie person, though it subjects him to 
the most violent paroxysms of rage, fear, and mor- 
tiftcation. , Whatever is said or done in the jrre- 
sence of an irnerach will be repeated by him at 
the moinent, however indecorous, impropei’, or 
violent the act may be. I have seen the dog- 
master of Baron Wrangel’s expedition commit 
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acts sufficient to frighten the person in company 
with him. Wliile in an adjoining room convers- 
ing on points of duty, a slight knock at the bulk- 
head was sufficient to set him a pummelling the 
pei'son with him, merely from a principle of self- 
defence. Of this same dog-master, by the way, 
a highly amusing anecdote is related, and which 
was confirmed to me, not only by himself per- 
sonally, but also by Mr. Gedenstrom of Irkutsk, 
who commanded the expedition. The theatre 
was the Frozen Ocean, and the imerach’s dogs and 
narte were the headmost. One forenoon they 
encountered a large white bear; the dogs imme- 
diately started towards the animal, and the driver, 
being the dog-master of whom I am speaking, 
steadfastly kept his place, prudently remaining by 
those who only could assist him. In the eager- 
ness of the dogs, sharpened probably by hungei’, 
they became entangled with one another, and 
were almost rendered useless. The driver seeing 
the state to which he was reduced, resolved to 
attack the bear with his ostol (a stout ironed stick 
with small bells, which serves to stop the narte), 
and accordingly presented himself to the enraged 
bear, who immediately raised himself upon the 
hind legs, and began to cry and roar most bit- 
terly ; the imerach followed the example. The 
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bear then began to dance, and the driver did the 
same, till at length the other nartes coming up, 
the bear received a blow upon the nose and 
was secured. It appears that the nose is the 
only part vulnerable without fire-arms, and even 
then, they can be secured only on being shot 
through the head. The white bear is, however, 
by no means a dangerous animal, avoiding the 
cha^e as much as it is avoided.^ — Another in- 
st£mce of imerachism which occurred in a dis- 
tant part of the general government of Siberia, 
may be related in this place, to ])revent again ad- 
verting to those ludicrous scenes which hourly 
attend it. Two old ladies in Kamtchatka, one, 
the mother of a Mr. Talhnan, an American, who 
had mai’ried a Russian girl, the other, the wife of 
a Russian, who were both afflicted with the dis- 
ea^, were sitting at tea opposite to one another, 
when Mr. Tallman, in a gentle manner, put his 
hands behind their backs, propelling the old 
ladies towards each other, upon which they in- 
stantly exchanged tea-cups aiul saucers, while the 
really offending party stood enjoying the mischief. 
There can be no doubt that the complaint is ren- 
dered worse by the constant annoyance and iiii- 
tatloii to which they are subjected for the amuse- 
ment of others ; to say nothing about my belief 
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that it is in many cases brought on by an habitual 
folly of young boys, who imitate the mad acts of 
the really afflicted. 

Nishney Kolymsk has formerly been celebrated 
by the rank of the people banished thither. The 
famous Count Golofkin, one of the ministers of 
Catherine II. was for many years a resident, and 
ultimately died there. He was considered as a 
great intriguant, but of an eccentric character, a 
proof of which is afforded by his constant habit 
of putting himself, servants, and even his house 
into mourning, on Catherine’s birth, name, or 
coronation-day. This open and determined op- 
[wsition utterly precluded his pardon, and Nishney 
Kolymsk contains his tomb. The conduct of a 
Livonian Baron, at one time high in the esteem 
of the same princess, merited and obtained more 
favourable consideration. The baron sut^ssfuUy 
applied himself to the breeding of cattle, in tihie 
vicinity of Sredne Kolymsk, but his pardon arriv- 
ed so late, that his age and infirmities prevented 
his acceptance of the proffered boon, and he, his 
wife, and two children, lie buried in the church at 
Kolymsk; his eldest son returned to St. Peters- 
burg; and became re-possessed of the honours and 
wealth of his father. To such men an expatria- 
tion to this, the most distant part of Russian Si- 
beria, must have been severe beyond measure ; cut 
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off for ever from fortune, friends, rank, society, and 
every enjoyment that could render life desirable. 

The only meteorological phenomenon which oc- 
curred during my stay at the Kolyma, was the 
aurora borealis. The scene fell far short of my 
expectations. I understood, however, that the 
months of October and November are the most 
proper to view it in its greatest splendour. Those 
which appeared during my stay, were generally 
from the north, and consisted of columns of 
fire moving in a horizontal direction, and gene- 
rally disappearing in the south-west ; the height 
of the columns being from 50* to 60". At times 
an immense illuminated space from north to east 
would advance very close to us, and throwing up 
rays, or rockets of fire, and, forming into concave 
arches, approached us so near, as apparently to 
endanger our situation, exhibiting at the same 
time every colour of the rainbow. The most 
beautiful auiora which I saw was at midnight of 
the first of March ; the wind was from the north- 
north^^west, and the glass at 36'* of cold. The 
auiora Occupied the whole circle of the heavens, 
at an elevation of 28" or 30", and gradually rising, 
disappeared in the zenith. The figure was as an 
illuminated tent, with festoons, or fringes at the 
lower i)art, and which had an appearance as if 
constantly receiving accessions of fire, which were 
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cKjuafly distributed to it from eveiy part of the 
foundation of the tent. The Ulurainated part 
gradually diminished in splendour as it approached 
the zenith. It lasted about two hours, and did a 
little affect the electrometei’. The view of it was 
rendered exceedingly fine and interesting, from 
the fact of our situation being as it Weie in the 
inside of the tent. 

Among the books in our library was Captain 
Burney^s Chronological History of the North 
Eastern tliscoveries, and of the Early Navigation 
of the Russians. It appeared to me so extraor- 
dinary a production, and so deserving reply, tliat 
I addressed a memorial or letter to that elFect to 
the Royal Society, Whether that learned body 
have received it or not, 1 am unacquainted, at 
least in an official manner. As connected with 
this joiuney, I had certainly considered it becom- 
ing the attention of the Royal Society, because 
the Memorial was professedly addressed to that 
body, and was only not received from a want of 
form. Mine was also equally faulty, and conse- 
quently could expect no better reception, being 
addressed, not to the PresUkiU and Secretary, 
but to the Secretary and President of the Society, 
Although Captain Burney has paid the debt of 
nature, still, contrary to the opinion I entertained 
in the first edition of this work, I consider it 
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highly proi)er to annex a copy of the smd Memo~ 
rial, together with a map. To prevent interfering 
with this naiTative, and to leave it for the consi- 
deration of the scientific, I have introduced it 
as a sort of appendix. 

Baron Wrangel and his party leaving us on 
the 27th of February, I attended him ten miles 
down the river, when, with three cheers, we 
wished him every success, and rfeturned. The 
baron was escorted by twenty nartes and two 
hundred dogs; each naife carried about one thour 
sand two hundred pounds weight; bitt in con- 
sequence of the early part of the winter having 
been employed in transporting pro\’isions, &c. 
to the Great Baranov Cape, to the east of the 
mouth of the Kolyma, they will lx? enabled to 
proceed fully laden from that spot, as w ell rounti 
the North-East Cape of Asia, as to the north- 
ward in search of strange lands : they will also 
return to Cape Baranov, to be again supplied with 
food to enable them to regain this place, Nishney 
Kolymsk. 

On the 4th of March I left the Kolyma, in 
company with Mr. Matiushkin, midshijsman, and 
a few merchants, whose nartes were loaded with 
tobacco and iron utensils. The w^eather w'^as fine, 
there being but 25" Reaumur of frost; yet we 
had not got more than fifteen miles, before we 
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were obliged to halt, on the banks of a lake, 
being unable to make out the path from the 
depth and drift of the snow caused by the wind. 
Our route lay on the Aniuy, having left to tlie 
north the high lands which defend the town of 
Nishuey Kolymsk. I passed the night veiy toler- 
ably in the snow ; but it was otherwise with my 
friend, who as yet had not experienced the incon- 
veniences of these nocturnal spjoumings, and of 
course was not initiated into the mysteries of the 
comforts to Ixv secured by precautionary mea- 
sures ; he was therefore repeatedly obliged to ex- 
ercise himself during the night, for we were so 
unfortunately situated, that no fire could have 
lieen kept in, even had there been fuel. The 
IVdlowing day we passed through a thick forest 
of pines, in the gi'oatest danger of broken heads, 
going with a velocity almost incredible, and at 
every descent of a hill dashing up against; the 
trees. Thirteen dogs were provided for me. We 
made thirty-five miles in this manner, and reached 
the little Aniuy, a considerable, rapid, and (dan- 
gerous river. A charity yourte received Us for 
the night, and we fared very well. The .low 
lands, which extend from the Kolyma to the 
eastward, being now passed, we entered upon a 
more elevated country, and were cheei-ed with 
meeting and overtaking a great niunber of sledges. 
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whose owners exhibited the same smiling faces, 
the result no doubt of as sanguine hopes, as those 
of the great merchants of London or Amsterdam, 
on the eve or expectation of a great fair. The 
right bank of the little Aniuy is formed of .slate 
mountains ; the left a vast uninteresting flat. 
The river, which has many islands in it, winds a 
good deal, and t^xhihits some good scenery. 

The descendants of ' the Yukagiri inhabit the 
banks of the two rivers Aniuy, and serve as a 
sort of neutral nation between the Russians and 
Tchuktehi. They were formerly a formidable 
and warlike people ; and it cost the Russians 
ihueh trouble to subjugate them. Indeed, in such 
f^ar were they held, that the Empress Catherine 
ab^iolutely forbade tlieir language to be spoken. 
They are now all but extinct, as a pure race, but 
one old woman existing whose jrarents were 
both Yukagires, and rvho really understands the 
language. The remainder are in fact descend- 
ants of Russians, who have intemiairied with 
them. They are certainly the finest race of peo- 
ple I have seen in Siberia; the men well propor- 
tioned, and with oiien and manly countenances; 
the women are extrenaely beautiful. What then’ 
ori^n was, it is now diflicult to say ; idthough 
they were doubtless of Asiatic origin, their fea- 
tures partaking of the Tartar aspect, — to say no- 
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thing of tlieir enmity to the Tchuktchi, while they 
have a grea-t friendship for the Yakuti or Ton- 
gousi. 

The third day we reached an inhabited yourte, 
where many of the merchants awaited us, as they 
could not go to the fair before a certain time. 
The river was also in some degree an impediment 
to their proceeding, as the velocity of the stream 
prevents firm ice being ever formed. Two of the 
merchants, in attempting the passage, got a severe 
ducking, and narrowly escaped with their lives : 
the breadth of the path l)eing but five or six feet, 
and so slippery in some jdaces, that unless the 
tlriver be very well qualified and accustomed to 
the place, it is difficult to prevent accidents. The 
wood on the Aniuy is of considerable growth, for 
so northern a situation ; but the root has seldom 
more than twenty inches depth. 

I witnessed, for the second time, the first being 
at Sordak, the mock suns and moons, and co- 
lumns on each side of them, at equal distances ; 
but these parhelia were by no means brilliant, 
owing, as it appeared to me, to the rather warm 
weather; I shall, therefore, await more favourable 
apjwarances, Ijefore I attempt their description. 

On the 8th of March we reached the For- 
tress, the river bordered with the saine elevated 
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sidle lands on tlie right, and low flat on the left 
bank. At seven miles, on this side the fortress, 
the scenery begins to improve ; and the fortress 
itself may be said to be a most romantic spot. It 
is distant from the Kolyma one hundred and fifty 
miles, and during summer the place must be very 
pleasant. There are twenty youvtcs, about two 
hundred peojde, and a large wooden building, fit 
for any thing except defence. The whole stands 
upon an island, surrounded by elevated and well 
wooded hills. There is very little grass, but 
much moss. The view' of the river is exceedingly 
picturesfpie ; and the fortress is decidedly the 
most favotu'able place to reside in I have seen 
from Yakutsk, a distance of at least twx) thousand 
miles. 

The" inhabitants on the banks of the river 
are not numerous, and subsist very scantily 
by hunting, there being few fish in the river. 
Famines are therefore of frequent occurrence, 
bread not being supplied by the government. 
Elks, rein-deer, and argali, are what the people 
most depend upon; formerly they were abun- 
dant, but are now much reduced, owing to the 
peopling of the country by the Russians, who 
hunt I’ather to exterminate the breed than to pro- 
cure subsistence. During the fair, the inhabitants 
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m^e the best of their time in trading, and Ik'- 
coining after that a sort of storekeepei's to the 
other rtaders. 

Having settled ourselves in a small Yukagir 
yourte, Mr. Matiushkin and I received a visit 
from one of the Tchuktchi, a most empty coun- 
tenanced and wild looking savage. Ifo entered 
the room where we were, tumbled himself ddwn 
Upon a stool, smoked his pipe, and then (Jtiitted 
the room, without once looking at, or taking the 
least notice either of us, or any thing about tis.’ 
The commissary having made his appearance, it 
was determined to commence the fair, by firstin- 
stalling two of the chiefs with medals and swcirds, 
baptizing them, and receiving a nominal tribute! 
The morning was ushered in by the arrival Of’ 
these jrersons in state, dressed in their gayest’ap- ’ 
parel, and seated in a beautiful narte, drawn by 
two rein-deer, the whole forming a cavalcade' bf 
twenty-five or thirty pairs. Having reached ii ' 
large storehouse, to which the altar aUd ini^^es 
were carried, the priest proceeded to baptiiie the 
two men, their wives, and three childreh ; ' blit 
instead of being merely sprinkled ivith w^ter, 
they, men and women, were obliged one arid all ' 
to stHp, and to be three times plunged in aTaVge 
iron cauldron of ice-water, with the thertnometer 
on the spot at 35" of Reaumur, with no part of 
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the dress on except their trowsers ; and Syere 
aftenvards directed to bathe their feet in the same 
cold water. I could not help pitying the women 
and children, the former of whom having Ipng 
hair, became, as it were, enveloped in icicles. A 
small cross suspended round the neck, with many 
difficult and almost useless injunctions how to 
pronounce their newly acquired names, completed 
the ceremony. A quantity of tobacco was jthei^ 
given as a present to each of the new converts, by. 
way of inducing others to follow the example. 
Instances having, however, occurred of late of 
Tchuktchi being twice baptized, and even of pre- 
senting themselves a third time, for the privilege 
of the presents, the good people of Irkutsk begin 
to be tired of sending either theii’ missionaries or 
tol^cco to such a people; nor do I think such a 
determination with regard to other equally de- 
vout, but more unsuccessful missionaries, would 
cause much regret in the minds of the more tole- 
rant, but less fanatical part of the good people of 
Ep^and, ^ 

^he ceremony finished, the same cavalcade join- 
ed by the other chiefs, or Toions of the Tehuk-r , 
tc^i, .proceeded to the abode of the, comitussary, 
wjnther ftir. Matiushkin and I followed. 'The 
commissary then mude the usual declaratiop, that 
the fair, could, not begin until he had received a 
vox.. I. X 
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triftiitfe for the Ernperor Alexandei*, hri which' the 
prhioipal traders advanced and laid each a ml fox 
sTtin at the feet of the commissaiy. The nanies 
of the donore, and the value of the sMns were 
then iTgularly entered in the official records, and 
the commissary proceeded to invest two of the 
chiefs with a medal and small sabre, reading to 
them publicly a letter, which he is supposed to 
twelve from the chief of Yakutsk, declaring it to 
be the Emperor’s order so to invest the chi^, or 
Toion; the clergyman then advanced to give his 
benediction to them, and the poor ignorahts be- 
came quite happy, quite proud, and ultimately 
quite drunk. 

The next topic started was that of my desire to 
accompany the Tchuktchi through their country, 
and this seemed to require more generalship than 
all the othei^. The commissary, through an in- 
terpreter, commenced by informing the Tchuktchi 
people, that “ the Emperor understanding tivo 
Strang ships had appeared upon their coast, #as 
willing to know who they were, and had accdrd- 
ingly sent with them, agreeable to their truest, 
two interpreters, one of whom understood their 
own language as well as the Russian, while the 
other, meaning myself, understood the lani^ages 
of most' maritime nations. The Odmitiissaiy desii*ed, 
as from the Empei'or, that all due care should be 
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taken of, and all due respect paid to us, espedaUy 
to myself, %vho was one of the chief interpreters 
of the empire.” After this opening harangue was 
completed, the turn of which inspired me with 
some degree of hope, one of the most respectable 
of the Tchuktchi, got up and said, that “ he was 
in want of no interpreter, and therefore would 
not take one.” This laconic reply completely dis- 
concerted us. The next, an old and cunning 
fellow, called Kacharga, said “ that boys and girls 
should not be attended to in a case of such import- 
ance; that he, a chief, had not demanded an 
interpreter, although a nephew of his had done 
so.” He expatiated upon the impropriety of taking 
from those youths a communication of such im- 
^mrtance, as should alone have come from a duef 
I could not but approve the justice of the remm’k, 
and began to susjMict the whole was a hoax, imd 
that they had not made any demand of an inter- 
preter. It was therefore told them that .“ two 
nartes would be of no great consequeiice to them, 
and that as the Emperor had so sent, they ought 
to take us, for that we dared not return to merit 
his displeasure.” A fresh considtation was here- 
upon held by the savages, and they came to. a, de- 
termination, “fthat as the great Emperor sc// 
wished to send two anterpreters to Behring’s Straits, 
of course he could have no oh,i<-rtiou to pay for 

X 2 
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the transport of such ixjople.” Upon inquiring 
what demand they would make, they said “ filly 
bags of tobacco,” a quantity equalling one hundred 
and twenty poods, or ne.ar five thousand pounds 
weight. To make such a present in {idvanc»e, was 
madness in me to tliink of, and tlie project ap- 
peared, as indeed it proved, to l.)e wholly lost; for 
they added, that “ he coidd be no great Ernpei’or 
who could not make so small a present, seeing 
that he could command the riches of all his peo- 
ple.” They also observed that “ I must be a poor 
interpreter if I could not sJitisfy the demand my- 
self.” — AlsS'^ they iiiight as well have demanded 
five millions as five thousand pounds of mo. One 
of the knowing ones observed, and I mention it 
as evincing the sagacity of those people, that “ he 
doubted whether I was an interpreter of the gi’eat 
Emperor’s,” saying, “ that I could not even speak 
the Russian language, for that he noticed the Rus- 
sian Cossack interpreted from the Tchukskoi lan- 
guage to Mr. Matiushkin, and Mr. M. again in a 
different dialect to me.” All this was too true to 
Ije denied. Tliey then asked, “ of what use I 
could possibly be to them, when I neither under- 
stood the Russian noi* Tchukskoi languages.” 
This last truism quite apj^ed the whole of us, 
and from that moment the point was given up. It 
was not a little singular that these ruile i>eople 
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stioukl all along have known that a third IVnon, 
or Chief, for I was considered as one, was in the 
fair, and demanded who and what he was. I have, 
however, no idea that their refusal arose either 
from fear or iU-will, hut simply from avarice. 

1 next day visited their camp, distant about two 
miles and a half. It consisted of three large and 
three small tents. I’he former contained the bulk 
of the Tchukskoi people, and the latter were ap- 
propriated to the chiefs and more considerable 
people. The large tents were disgustingly dirty 
and offensive, exhiliiting every species of gross- 
ness and indelicacy. But the smaller were, on 
the contrary, very neat, clean, and warm, al,- 
tliough without a fire, in 35" of frost. Indeed they 
were to me almost suffocating, being only eight 
feet long, five broad, and about three feet high ; 
and contfiining three or four people huddled toge- 
ther in one bed, which is made of rein-deer skins, 
and the coverings lined with white-foxes’. The 
small tents are made also of the old and hard 
skins doubled, so that the hair is both on the in- 
side and out; a large "lamp with whale oil or fat, 
wliich serves them for a light, communicates also 
considerable warmth. On entering one of these 
sniall dwellings, I foitnd the chief and his wife per- 
fectly naked, as was also a little girl their daugh- 
ter, of alxnii nine years old, nor did they seem 
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to r^;ard our presence (Mr. Matiushkin Witli 
me), but ordered the daughter to proceed and 
prepare some rein-deer’s meat for us ; which she 
did, in that state of nudity, by a fire close to the 
tent. Having lolled upon the bed about a quarter 
of an hour, we were treated with the rein-deer 
meat half boiled, of which we of course partook 
out of compliment. I was, however, obliged to cut 
short my visit from want of air, and the most of- 
fensive smell I had ever endured for so long a time. 
The Toion, or Chief, was a little angry with me 
for quitting him, and irti|)dted it to his having the 
previous day opiioscd my design of going through 
his country. Their furniture consists of a large 
kettle, knite, wooden bowls, platters, spoons or 
ladles ; and an axe — with flint and steel. Having 
thus informed myself of the savage state in W^hich 
they live, I returned to the fortress, driven by one 
of the chiefs in a neat narte, drawn by a coiijile 
of rein-deer in a pretty style. They use regular 
reins, made of leather thongs, and a long spring- 
ing cane with an ivory nob to it, of the tooth of a 
^a-horsC ; the latter is exetCised occasional^ upon 
the ruinp of the animal, on which it is capable of 
inflicting a pi’etty severe blow. I must, however, 
do justice to the Tchuktchi for their very kind 
treatment and conduct to their brutes, whether 
dogs or rein-deer- - appearing quite to consider 
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thqin as so great a degree is this 

feeling cayried, that a^png this savage natipn it 
is considered unmanly even to ride ; in all ordinary 
cases they |)refer to walk, and in every other Way 
appeav soUcitoiys to lessen the labour of the animat 
permitting only the women and children to sit m 
the nartes when upon a journey. 

On pur return to the fortress, the fair was for- 
mally commenced by an harangue of the com- 
mj^sary’s, declaring the terms, the tax, and the 
penalties. The Tchuktchi had in the mean, 
tiipe ascertained the qjilthtity of tobacco in the 
inarkct by means of their emissaries, who are 
exceedingly inquisitive and cunning upon that 
point, their rudeness and apparent equality giving 
them free access to every dwelling which con- 
tains any of that commodity. They have theii' 
own mode of calculating, and before the fair is 
qonunenced, they fix the price of their goods, tp 
which price they adhere more strictly than the 
Russians. The fair is held upon the river Aniuy, 
opposite to the fortress. Early in the iqorning 
the Tchuktchi aniye ^t the place of barter, arid 
fiornui^ a semicircle towards the fortress, thq 
CJttremes of which reach to the edge of the ice, 
dispose their furs upon their nartes, the pvvners 
constantly remaining by them. In the mean 
time the Russians place their large bags or bale.s 
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of tobacco in the centi'C of the semicircle, and 
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thed begin to parade and visit the Tchnktchi, 
inquiring the prices, &c. by means of an inter- 
IM’eter. The work entirely falls upon the Rus:- 
sian, who drags behind him for many hours two 
hundred weight of tobacco, before he can induce 
the Tclmktchi to barter. The tobacco, on the 
fii-st or second day, cannot be exchanged below 
the terms of an agreement made between the 
merchants, as three or four people are so posted, 
ns to ascertain and judge of the conditions and 
their validity. Still, however, they' do manege 
to cheat; but on discovery, the goods are for-? 
feited, and the parties declared incompetent to 
trade any more. They are particulai'ly guarded 
by the law as to the wetting of tobacco, or 
placing stones or other lieavy things with it, to 
increase tlie weight. 

It is ludicrous enough to stand upon the banks 
of the river, and w'ait the appointed signal for 
commencing barter each morning. White the 
Tchuktchi are quietly sitting on their nartes, 
with their sleeves drawn back, and their arms 
thrust into their bosoms to keep them warm, the 
Russians, on the contrary, start pell-mell: 
pans, kettles, knives, swords, hatchets, scissom, 
needles, &t . are rattling in eveiy direction, like so 
many chimney-sweepers on May-day ; priests, offi- 
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CGI'S, Od^sacks, and merchants, men j wcmen, arid 
cMildrieii, alike fantastically dressed with articles 
of ♦naffic, of which tobacco constituted the chief. 
A few bellsi pipesj and corals also, served to g!*ace 
the dresses of the more wealthy and whimsical 
pedlai’s. For all the small articles the Russians 
readily enough received fresh meat, which was 
much wanted. The heavier skins and seji-horse 
teeth also were ready for sale by the Tchiiktelii 
at^a tedtiGed price; but the same inducertient 
which the Tchuktchi have to sell bears’, wolves’, 
and rein-deer’s skins, naihely> their weight, arid 
the expense of transporting them, oj)erates to 
prevent the Russians from buying them. Sea- 
hoTSi? ' teeth were particularly flush on the first 
day, but nothing would do, the tax and penalty 
were feai'ed, and little business was done. No 
instance occurred of the Tchuktchi selling below 
the rule ; but two Russians, brothers, were de- 
tected in it, and committed to piison until the 
close of the fair. The piicc or rate which the 
Russians had set, was a martin park, somewhat 
like a carter’s frock, of twenty skins apd fifteen rcd 
foxes,^^ for a hundred weight of tobacco; wdiile 
the Tchuktchi held it at a park and ten red 
foxes. The second day was brisker, and more 
business was done ; from fifteen red foxes arid a 
t>rirli of luartiris, the linssiuris diseerided, by 
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general consent, to twelve anti eleven foxes. Still 
the Tchuktchi generally held on, compelling the 
Russians, meantime, to walkabout making offers. 
What, however, with cunnmg, and breaking <?ff 
the agreement, a good deal of business was done ; 
but the third and last day’s fair was the best and 
most lucrative for the savages, when neither tax, 
nor penalty, nor perjury, were feared ; each in- 
dividual, from tlie commissary to his secretary 
and priest, and from the Cossacks to the mer- 
chants, all busily employed in undermining his 
ne^hbour. I could scarcely believe that in so 
small a number of individuals there could exist 
so great and general a jealousy, but so it was, 
and many quaiTels ensued. That my readers 
may the better form an opinion of what mate- 
rials the people of this i>art of the world are 
composeii, I will briefly say, that there is scarcely 
an act or ciicumstance, either of a public or pj’j- 
vate nature, which takes phice at Irkutsk, 
Yakutsk, or Okotsk, which is not immediately and 
indirectly made known to, and commented upon, 
by these worthy critics of the North Bast of Aaia ; 
nor is it more than an act of justic© or tiTith. ]to 
say, that I believe them to lie more generally 
and better educated than any other equally nur 
mei'ous settlement in Siberia, being ftf the same 
class of Cossacks, I hardly know of an instance 
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of fche young lads not reading and writing to- 
lerably well. 

I never saw better judges of tobacco, nor of 
we^bt, than the Tchuktchi. I can confidently 
assert that they do not err one pound in the hun- 
dred weight; and the detection of the slightest 
fraud on the part of the Russians is sufficient to 
the Tchuktchi to cut the party short, and deal 
no more with him. Their mode of trying the 
strength of toliacco is this; a leaf of it is taken 
and squeezed in the hand as hard as possible, and 
if any appearance of moisture be left in the palm, 
it is well known that the tobacco has been water- 
ed; if the leaf preserves the compressed shape 
which the force of the hand has given it, it is 
weak, but if it recovers and expands quickly to 
its original size and shape the tobacco is deemed 
strong. And such is their nicety of judgment 
in ascertaining this point, that an allowance of 
goods is given or received on the celerity with 
which the leaf returns, after compression, to its 
natural shape. 

The last day’s sale, although of course the best; 
wa.s held back a little by the Tchuktchi wishing 
to make the Russians believe that they had no 
want of tobacco, as they could get it much 
cheaper in the bay of St. Lawrence, from the 
ships wliich casually call there. W’hatcvei trade 
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tiiey may carry on with those vessels, the Tchuk- 
tchi appear to know the value of a more direct 
and first-hand trade; nor can this be doubtful, 
when the toils and dangci*s of their journey and 
the small' profits ai’e considered— at least, Small 
when compared with the profits they sometimes 
receive from the few vessels which now and then 
visit then’ coast. The fair lasted seven days, 
which is three more than usual ; the two first, and 
the two last, may, however, be considered as no- 
thing, being f)ccupied in the lowest S2)eci€!s of 
retail, in which deliveries are made so low as for 
six})ence or nineiience. Uj)on the last day of the 
real fair, or fifth from the commencement, the 
vodka (spirit) began to make its aj)j)earance, and 
its effects were successfid in inducing the Tchuk- 
tehi to bring forward, for sale, a few of the black 
and brown foxes. They sold, hpwever, very dear, 
and were nearly all taken back with them to their 
country. 

The trade of tlie commissary, secretary, their 
friends, and Cossacks, was done to so gi’Cat an 
extent, and with so little principle, that the 
licensed trader could do nothing, cxccjit at a con- 
siderable loss. The former have a whnderful 
advantage, also, in bringing their goods into the 
market, from lacing able to make pudvodies, or 
i>ubli(’ levies of ilvigs, &.( . as if loi iiit: public scr- 
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vice. This, however, cannot rank among those 
abuses laid to the charge of the Emperor ; for, 
if the oifenders’ salaries were inci’eased tenfold, 
the same practice would be continued ; they would 
still trade, and still act, in the same unfeeling way. 
“A want of education, or avarice, begets a want 
of inorality.”* Bai’on Wrangel has done all he 
can to remedy this evil, but the moment he re- 
tii*es from the scene, the same conduct will be 
resorted to, forming, as it does, a considerable 
revenue to those holding the command. All extra 
services of the crown, as those for the t>ost, ex- 
presses, forwarding of the bread, spirits, and pub- 
lic stores, are thrown upon the poor, while priests, 
nobility, all officers of the crown, and Cossacks, 
who possess the best means of cariying such ser- 
vices into execution, are exempt. The poor, 
having no dogs, are obliged to hire them at ex- 
oifoitant rates from the rich. Every narte taken 
for the use of the public during the fair is a loss 
to the poor of sixty roubles, or near three pounds. 
The niunber of nartes which have been thus at 
certain times required, may be conjectured from 
the fact that while I was there, the commissen'y 
demanded one for himself, others for his secretary, 
servant, Cossack, and chancellary; and a sixth 

• Auri sacra fames! (jujp non mortalia cogis 
IVctoira !— 
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for his provisions. The chief priest also cleraanded 
severally for himself, assistant, Cossack, altar, 
baggage, and provisions. The object of the for- 
mer was to register the receipt of twenty-three 
red foxes, being the yasack paid by the TchiUc- 
tchi 5 that of the latter, the christening and res- 
toring of seven savages, and ^ the provisions 
they carri«i could not have exceeded fcaty ppnnds 
weight; consequently there could have been no 
necessity for such padvodies; — a demand which, 
by the by, Baron Wrangel did not permit beipg 
complied with, he being vested with civil and 
military powers over the Kolyma district. I am 
one of the last persons to discountenance, in: the 
least degi’ee, the general design of converting to 
Christianity the savage tribes dispersed ovei’ vai*i- 
ous parts of the world, but I- think it must be 
r^etted that such project should ever have the 
effect of straitening or burthening those who are 
Imrn Christians. As to the present case, it is to 
be hoped the liberality of the government will 
extend to this distant and impoverished places by 
paying the inhabitants for all services performed 
for the crown. This would possibly prevent much 
abuse, and at least have the effect of disbursing 
a sum of money, of little consideration to a 
govemment, though highly acceptable to the 
governed. 
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The fair at length finished, 1 prepared to de- 
part for Nishney Kolymsk, with many thanks to 
my venerable Yukagir host for all his kindness, 
r phssed the time very agreeably at his house ; he 
was a very good chess-player, and was fond of 
the game. His manner of play added another 
instance to many 1 have witnessed, that there is, 
in various parts of the world, little or no dififer- 
ende any where in the moving of the pieces. I 
have ^ayed the game with Yakuti, Tongousi, 
and Yukagiri ; but the Tchuktchi laughed at me 
for such a childish employment of my time. 
While ujMjn this subject, I may remark as a cir- 
cumstance relative to the game of chess, and 
which has repeatedly siu'priscd me, that wherever 
a people recognize and play it, they are infallildy 
Asiatics. Neither the Tchuktchi nor the Koriaks 
understand any thing of it, but all the Kamtehat- 
dales, and other Asiatics, are familiar with it. 

The features of the Yukagiri lead me to sup- 
pose them Tartars, and not a race very distinct 
from the Yakuti. They are, however, almost 
Russified by intermarriages, and the question of 
their origin is become difficult. There were* at 
the fair two or three of the Chuanse, or Cho- 
dynse, a tributary nation, inhabitingHhe country 
between the two Auiuies and the Anadyr : their 
features are also Asiatic. 
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The information I received from the Tphnktehi 
by means of the interpreter Kobeleff, son to the 
JKobelefF who attended the expedition under Cap- 
tain Billings, I will give in the same laconic style 
in which I communicated it to the. Governor- 
general of Siberia from Nishney Kolymsk* My 
letter, in the first part, described what articles 
were sold by the Russians; as tobacco, kettles, 
knives, spears, needles, beUs, scissors, pipes, ases, 
spoons, coral beads, and other small ornaments, a 
few pieces of red and blue nankeen, and white 
cotton. For these the Tchuktchi brought fom’ or 
five hundred sea-hoi'se teeth, a few bears’ skins, 
rein-deer dresses, and white foxes, and these, with 
some frozen rein-deer meat, make the whole pro- 
ductions of their own countiy. The other arti? 
cles of fur come from a nation on the , American: 
continent, called ?thc Kargaules ; two of whom 
were at the fair. They bear more ; nearly the 
features of the Tchuktchi than those of the hirr 
deous-mouthed inhabitants of the islands in {Behcr 
ing’s Straits, although with a browner or , more: 
dirty colour. The furs brought and sent ) by 
them consist of many thousands of Uaek, brown, 
blue, red, and white foxes, martinsj; and martin 
parks, some beavers, river otters, liears, wolves, 
sea-dogs, and sea-horse skins ; a few articles, of 
warm clothing, and some ornaments cawed oM^of 
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sea-liorse teeth, representing the animals common 
arnong them. 

The value of the exports on the spot, taking 
them at four hundred bags, or forty thousand 
pounds weight, of tobacco, at three roubles a 
pound, is One hundred and twenty thousand 
roubles; to this add sixty thousand for the value 
Of the otner articles, and we shall make the ex- 
ports amount to about one hundred and eighty 
thousand roubles, or seven thousand guineas. 
The value of those articles at Yakutsk, as pur- 
chased by the traders, is not one-third, leaving,’ 
after the deducting of carriage ex|)enscs, which 
are considerable, a clear profit of about one hun- 
dred Or one hundred and twenty per cent., and 
would be much more, but that so many people 
trade against each other, and that the traders are 
altt^ther too numerous. The market is over- 
stocked with tobacco, not one-half being disposed 
ofi- The value of the imports may be known by 
reference to the tax, recollecting that the fur.s 
bear almost the same price at Yakutsk as at the 
KolyUisk, although distant nearly two thousand 
miles, by land ; thon’etum of the hoi’ses, however,' 
eiiaMe the merchants to go back cheap; 

A bag of tobacco of one hundred pounds weight 
ik worth three hundred roubles, and iroYi work 
of fifty or sixty roubles value is exchanged for a 

VOL. I. V 
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martin park, worth ninety and one iiundred rou- 
bles; fifteen red foxes, two hundred and fifty to 
three hundred roubles ; and a pair of boots and 
park of rein-deer skin, worth about forty or fifty 
roubles; making all together about four hundred 
roubles, which brings the exchange on the spot, 
as nearly as can be, equal, for the tax is iibt ad- 
hered to. Now, if one bag of tobacco product; 
four hundred, four hundi’ed bags wiU be eriual to 
cme hundred and sixty thousand roubles, whidi 
constitute the imports, btung the same value as 
at Yakutsk. Tlie merchants liave also tlie bene- 
fit of a great trade on their journey along the ri- 
vers, with the Yakuti ; and tJiis is really the most 
advantageous branch of it, for they will extort 
even tlu’ce and four hundred per cent. 

The Tchuktchi |)arted with less than a thiixl of 
their most valuable furs, taking the rest back., I 
inferred hence, that they have not the means qf 
conveyance for more than four hundred bags of 
tobacco, and the other articles sold with these; 
otherwise, from then love of that article, and the 
demand for it by the American savage.Sj they 
would no doubt purchase it for the small and va- 
luable furs. Nor is this idea of mine rendered less 
weighty W'hen I inform my readers that, so tena- 
cious aJNj the Tchuktchi of surcharging their rein- 
deer, and so great is their love of tobaccoi . that 
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every male adult, on quitting the fair, eai'ries 
111)011'' his own back from forty to fifty pounds 
weight ; until the consumption of provisions 
enables him fearlessly to put it upon the narte. 
Indeed, the demand for this commodity is so 
great, that at the Anadyrsk and Idgiginsk* fairs 
the Russians do not give in barter with the 
Tchuktchi one half of the quantity which is 
given at Kolymsk, and consequently the Anadyr 
Tchuktchi ai'e prohibited by the rest of their 
nation from trading to the Kolymsk, for fear of 
spoiling the market. 

There were this year at the fair, which is 
termed a good one, two hundred and fifty nartes, 
and five hundred rein-deer, with sixty-eight men, 
sixty Avomen, and fifty-six children. Each rein- 
deer can draw three or four poods, or one hun- 
dred and fifty pounds weight. Those which come 
to the fair return only to the river Tchaon, where 
they are exchanged for those which belong to, 
and which had come from the Bay of St. Law- 
rence. Seventy- fiv'e and ninety days are requhed 
for them to perform the journey, which is about 
eight hundred versts, or five hundred miles. 

There wei’e three chiefs at the fair ; first, Ye- 
brashka, who commands the tribes inhabiting the 
banks of the Tchaon, Packla, and Kvata rivers, 
as well as the country towards Shelatskoi Noss. 

Y 2 
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S^ond, Valetka, chief of the Belo Morsky TcHuk- 
tChi, wiiich tribe inhabit the eastern sea bbast, 
feiri Gape North to the Bay of Klasheni. Thirds 
Kacharga, who commands the Tchukskoi Noss, 
or East Cape tribe, who inhabit the Noss, and the 
cPUnfCy from thence to the Bay of St. Lawrence. 
5Tie first are wanderers, and live by their mn- 
deCr^ which are employed for burthen between 
the river Tchaon and the fair, and in the trade 
of Sea-horse teeth. The second subsist almost 
entirely by fishing and hunting, added to a Binall 
tribute, or toll of tobacco, which is paid by their 
southern neighbours for a free passage along theh’ 
coast; they have no rein-deer. The third tribe 
subsist by traffic, and the breeding of rein-deer,^‘of 
which they have considerable herds, and are em- 
ployed from the Bay of St. LaAvrence to the banks 
of the Tchaon. There is also a foui’tli cMtdFj Vwlio 
commands the Tchuktchi of Anadyr 'NdSs, a 
tribe who inhabit the country and banks df the 
Anadyr, and also subsist by tmffic and the breed- 
ing of rein-deer. These chiefs live equally digtaut 
from each other, about one hundred and fifty or 
two hundred miles, and carry on a aorf of inter- 
course by means of the eastern coast Tchuktchi, 
who are provided with baidares. 

The Tchukskoi Noss raCe are the most nume- 
rous; those of the eastern coast the most wmlike 
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and hardy ; the Teljaonj or Shelatskoi are .the 
most friendly, and those on the Anadyr Noss are 
the richest. The whole are nominally independ- 
ent, but actually tributary ; for the yasack, though 
smaU, is enforced and conscientiously paid. Their 
existence as an independent tribe hangs on the 
wiU of Russia, for that independence will at any 
time be sacrificed to retain their trade. Tbeii' 
whole number cannot exceed four or five thou- 
sand. The Kargoules are represented by them as 
far more numerous, but the Tchuktchi cannot 
count past a hundred, or ten tens, that is, their 
fingers ten times over. Each tiibe has a different 
dialect of the .=same language, and all understand 
one another, though the dialects are extremely 
difficult to ai’ticulate; so much so, that the inter- 
preters, after the three days of the fair, are gene- 
rally lahi up with a sore throat. 

In the conversations I had with the 7h/o;w or 
Chiefs (the same word is used in America, and in 
the same sense), I undei’stood them to have no 
knowledge nor tradition of any land north of 
theirs ; that the sea is for ten months so frozen, 
that nothing but mountains of ice are visible?; and 
that during the months of August and September 
the ice breaks up, but not in such a manner as to 
a4mit a passage for vessels. They told m^^-also 
that large herds of rein-deer rtuun from cape , to 
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cape, but do not come from the north beyond the 
sea. To the west of Shelatskoi Noss, termed by 
them Errie, (a word also of the same import as in 
America, signifying a great sea or lake), they say 
there is a large and very deep bay, into which the 
Packla and Tchaon discharge their waters ; and 
in this bay two islands, the one called Ayon, small 
and near the Noss, abounding in sea-horse teeth ; 
the other, Illeree, large, and producing fine moss 
for the rein-deer. The latter has some few 1*681- 
dents both in winter and summer ; in the former 
season catching and killing wild rein-deer for the 
fair, in the latter feeding the tame rein-deci\ T 
was also told that half way across the south side 
of the bay there is a high mountain of rock, 
named since, by Baron Wrangel, Cape Matiushkin. 
That from their habitations on the Tchaon and 
Packla rivers to Shelatskoi Noss it is only oHe 
day’s journey with rein-deer, a pair of whieh afe 
represented by them as capable, upon an ehief- 
gency, and in hard frosty weather, of drawing a 
sledge with one person fifty or sixty miles. She- 
latskoi Noss does not, by their report, run far into 
the sea, but is elevated, and has a narrow passa^ 
between it and their counti*y; in truth, an isthmus, 
which forms a small bay, without islands, to the 
east Of the Noss. I was also made to imderstatid, 
that the coast from the bay on the east of; Che 
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Noss, trends a little to the right of the rising sun. 
The Noss is formed by the Tchaon and Packla 
rivers on the west, and the Kvata and Ekakta on 
the east, and the Tchaon bay, by Shelatskoi Noss 
and the island of lUerie; which latter will of 
course be understood as the island of Sabedei. 
The Pogitcha river is represented as not the same 
with the Anadyr, but a small yet rapid stream 
which from the east enters the Tchaon. And 
lastly, that the whole of their country is so moun- 
tainous, so barren, and so deep in snow, that 
laden rein-deer cannot come straight from the 
Bay of St. Lawrence, but are obliged to coast 
along, the valleys on the shore, until they reach 
the Packla, where their route changes from N.W. 
tpS.W. 

Fish is said to abound in the northern rivers, 
on the eastern coast, as well as in the Bay of 
St. Lawrence, whicli last is tlic only place where 
ships can anchor, and is formed by the Tchukskoi 
and Anadyrskoi Nosses. They have no know- 
le^e nor tradition of any nation called the SIjc- 
Ij^es, but they recognize the word Kppai, as ap- 
plicable to the name of a person in their language. 
They know nothing either of their oiigin or first 
settlement in the country, nor of the Tartar na- 
tipns sul^ect to Russia, npr do they unde^^tand 
any; Tartar words. Their language bears . n® 



328 TIJE TCHUKTCHI. 

a33nity. to the 4^8iatic, though it is understood hy 
the^ Koriaks. The features of the Tehuktehii 
th^ manners and customs, pronounce theui ©f 
American origin, of which the shaving of their 
heads, puncturing of their bodies, wearing large . 
eai;-rings, their independent and swaggering way 
of walking, their dress, and superstitious ideas, 
are , als© evident proofs : nor is it less than pro- 
bable thut the Esquimaux, and other tribes ol‘ 
Arctic Americans may have descended from .them, 
for several wurds of their languages are alike, and 
their dress perfectly similar. That New Siberia: 
has been inhabited there is no doubt ; many huta 
or youites stm existing, and there are traditiomj 
in Siberia, of tribes having been compell^, from < 
persecution, the small-pox, as well as from 
ease, to quit their lands for those beyond dho*f 
seas., . -is 

The persons of the Tchuktchi are not pecuharly i 
laige, though their dress, which is clean but of ^ 
enormous size, gives them almost a gigantic ap:; , 
pearance. They have fair or clear skins, bid ©rn 
dinaiy though masculine features. In condupt 
they are wild and rude. They have no 
and Uye dp a great age ; two of the chiofr at j tlw i ? 
fair, being past seventy, as calculated by the nuin- > , 
Ijer of voyages they had made ere they accQipp , ; 
panied Captain fillings. I did not bud them. 
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idolatmiisly fond of spirits, as they refused to 
change fiire for that alone, though they #oiild 
readily receive it, and in preference bargain with 
the donors. They appeared a bold, suspicious, 
and irascible people, and though very avaricious, 
perfectly honest, and not inhospitable. They ap- 
pear to trust to their nominal independence, by 
concealing their actual weakness, and magni^ing 
their numerical strength. They have a resp^t ' 
for their chiefs, and do not live in th^ ' 
state of equality W'hich has been supposed,' thdUgh 
th^ purposely affect that equality in the pr^ehfce ‘ 
of the Russians ; when the most common of their 
nation will enter a Russian dwelling, behave rude' 
and churlish, keep his cap on, take what he wants 
without asking, and ultimately quit without the 
slightest thanks, acknowledgment, or appearance 
of feeling. The chiefs, on the contrary, are 
traihely coirect in all that concerns their conduct 
with 'the Russians, sitting with their caps ofl^ 
askbig for what they want, and making them-" 
selves by no means unacceptable guests; , 

The whole of them are ingenio\ls, cunnliig, 
industrious, and excellent mechanics, which is ' 
proved by the symmetry, neatness, and quantity 
of their nUrtes, clothes, tents, arms, and brhai ‘ 
raentsf ' They have no religion, but a ^rt of Jre- ‘ ' 
gard to* some sorcerers or people held by them 
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veneration. Tliey are allowed to retain five wives, 
whom they may put to death upon discovery of 
any criminal intercourse; hokling also the power 
of compelling them to such criminal intercourse, 
an {let by no means unfrequent, when the husband 
is in want of an heir or son. 

Upon the whole, the Tchuktchi appear to be 
approaching to Russian subjection ; and I am con- 
fident they would never object to a traveller or 
travellers exploring their inhospitable country, 
provided they received a remuneration ; and no- 
thing prevented my being able to accompany 
them, save their avarice and my poverty. I felt, 
however, happy in establishing the fact of being 
permitted to go on some terms, because it will 
enable the Russian government to take the first 
opportunity of exploring their country. Yet I 
would advise such as are employed to be particu- 
lar in their conduct; they will have to do with a 
people jealous and suspicious, but who, jdthpugh 
cautious in giving their word, ai’e truly faithful in 
keeping it. He who shall feel indfined to accom- 
pany such a savage race through their inhospitable 
and uninteresting country, must doubtless be pres- 
pared to undergo very great fatigues and priva?- 
tions; he should be inured to cold, as he will, 
doubtless, have to walk the whole distance, but 
on no day exceeding four or five miles. iHe 
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should also be tall, stout, and strong, for such and 
such only the Tchuktchi both fear, obey, and 
respect. 

The manner of dressing their food is by boil- 
ing, when wood can be procured, which, how- 
ever, is not frequently the case during the winter 
season. They then generally consume frozen 
meat or fish, which with them, as with the others 
in rein-deer countries, is considered a necessary 
and extravagant luxury : warm and raw marrow 
is also their greatest delicacy. The flavour of 
their meat is most exquisite ; free from that soft 
and flabby taste, common to rein-deer and veal, 
with a flavour somewhat between beef and mut- 
ton, more tender than the one and less so than the 
other. They drink tea, and are exceedingly fond 
of sugar. Tobacco is their great commodity; 
which they eat, chew, smoke, and snuff at the 
saMe time. I have seen boys and girls of nine or 
ten years of age put a large leaf of tobacco into 
their mouths, without permitting any saliva to 
escape ; nor will they put aside the tobacco should 
meat be offered to them, but continue consuming 
both together. They are said, no doubt correct- 
ly, to tlrink only snow water during the winter: 
to melt which when no wood is to be had, yery 
di%usting and dirty means are resorted to. No- 
thing is so acceptable to a rein-deer as human 
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unhe, and I have seen them even run to as 

hccasion offered. 

In closing the account of this stmnge peo* 
pie, I may mention two remarkable circum- 
' stances .: a kettle or cooking utensil is in theit 
I language called cookie, but whether the< word 
' proceeds, as I conjecture, from the remembrance 
of the name of Captain Cook, who fimt supplied 
them with that utensil, or from the English word 
denoting the use it is applied to, I admit to-be a 
question. To these vessels, which are of iron, they 
are much attached, and the stronger and stoutei’ 
they are, the l)etter ; nor will any consi^ration 
induce them to take or purchase a copper vessel, 
although lined with tin, as they consider it poisoi>- 
ous. Plain raw iron are prefeiTed, and these 
they will fearlessly and with impunity handle in -a 
temperature of forty degrees of frost by ReaumiW, 
The other circumstance to which 1 allude 
the occasional migration of large ai-mies of mice, 
either from, or to this continent and Ameri(»>i} CM" 
the annual movements of these small but numib- 
reus animals in the peninsula of Kamtchatkaf ] 
have little doubt ; and, contrasting >or< wdlghing 
that knowledge with the circumstance that mdst 
of the clothing of the Tchuktchi is erntncridered 
with the skins of mice, I consider the assertidh 
of their annual inigi’ation as perfectly- waiTaiWed, 



EXPEDITION. 3^3 

My retwn to the Kolyma occupied me only t>vo 
days, partly from lightness of carriage, and partly 
from the hunger of the dogs, there being little or 
none of their common food offering for sale on t^e 
banks of the Aniuy . I was most happy to rapet 
with tire Baron Wrangel, who had returned from 
libs expedition round Shelatskoi Noss; I received 
from him the following account. He was, absent 
a inonth upt>n the whole, and followed the cpiirse 
laid* down in the chart of reference at the end, pf 
the second volume, which proves that the infor- 
imition I had derived from the Tchuktchi was per- 
fectly correct ; as well as the contents of my me- 
inorial to the Royal Society, which the Baron had 
jn’eviously read. A bay exists to the east ,ot 
Shelatskoi Noss, which is in about 70® 5^ latitude, 
the longitude about 175'’ E. or 6o east of Baranov 
Katnene, which is exactly half way between Cape 
North and Baranov Kamene. Tchaon bay, wit!* 
its two islands, and the dwellings between the 
feland of Illerie, or Sabedei of Shalaourolf, apd 
the main land, were also recognized by the Barpn- 
sThey wm^e doubtless inhabited, as the expedi- 
tidti: was in their tracks for thi'ee days. /; The run 
of tlie Coast from the Kolyma to Shelatskoi J>foss, 
is about E.N.E. and that from the Noss to the 
East, very easterly from Cape Kuznun. , : , , 

• No- doubt whatever can be now entertained of 
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Deshneff having gone round the N.E. Cai)e, no 
other iinjjediment but ice appearing to exist ; as 
little, or less need there be, of Shalaoiu’otF’s hav- 
ing reached it, he having, actually described the 
formation of Tchaon Bay, although he placed it 
too far to the northward, as he did also Shdatskoi 
Noss ; while, in fact, the theory of Mr. Coxe I’e- 
spectiug this country is perfectly correct. Baron 
Wrangel and Cook may be said to have seen across 
the intervening space which has not actually been 
traversed by Europeans. I will, however, leave 
this scientific argument to the merits of the Ap- 
pendix, and change it for an introduction of some 
extracts from Baron Wrangel’s letter to me, after 
his first journey across the Frozen Sea, and the 
track of which will appeal’ upon the chart annex- 
ed. The Baron observes that, although I should 
otherwise hear aU particulars about the cxjiedition 
to the north from the Kolyma, still he feels dis- 
posed to give me some information on the subject. 
“ I havci” he continues, “ used your suggestion 
with some alterations, and what has been done 
during the last voyage, is certainly done by this 
invention of yours ; used in such a manner as I 
Uvsed it, it proved to be tres-risquant. It was, in- 
deed, a very happy accident, that the White bears 
having circumnavigated the ice mountain, on the 
top of which I had made the storehouse, several 
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times, did not attempt to ascend it, as they, the 
bears, would have had no difficulty in destroying 
such fortifications; although I before thought to 
the contrary, especially as the dog-master said, 
that none of the dreadful white-bear regiment 
had either force or ability to rob us either of our 
own or the dogs’ provisions, out of its strong con- 
eealment. Nevertheless, I have seen, during the 
late voyage, such tricks of these white bears, that 
the precautions I took for the preservation of our 
provisions I caU a. happy accident. Should I make 
the same voyage the next spilng, I will take no 
Jire-wood at all, but take wood prepai’ed to build 
a stronger cellar within the ice, and dry moss, with 
fish oil, shall serve to boil the tea-kettle ; a cir- 
cumstance which will much relieve the dogs, as to 
pcaiit of w'eight, as well as seiwe us upon our re- 
turn in res()ect of fire- wood.” 

Although I cannot but do justice to the Baron’s 
generfd and scientific knowledge, I confess I do 
not know precisely what he means by the term 
happy accident. The idea I suggested was to 
prevent an accident, and I suppose, therefore, the 
Baron meant that it was a happy circumstance 
that the bears did not ascend the mountain, as in 
that case the precautions taken would have been 
useless. To enable the Baron to go farther, with 
more ease to the dogs, two days’ provisions for 
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Voyage AVerfe to be biiii^ at evfery 
tbihJ day’s outward voyage': the plan of se^tti^riig^ 
sWch provisions of course mu^ be left Ontirdy' ib^ 
the ingenuity of the party travelling, as wetl as fO' 
the? tneans presented by the situation of thUdice^’ 
But I think, with half a do;5en people;,* I 'fcikdip 
s^ure provisions in such a manner as, not 
to elude the sagacity of the beaft, blit to‘^iU<^ 
life s inefficacy of their stiength when ptit in tbffi^' 
|)etition with the sagacity of inan. • 

The Baron next proceeds to point (hit ' 
rather dangerous situation in which he was 
terly placed, the last nine days of liis journey bfei^ 
irig over a field of ice, in general but half a 'fOch!^ 
thick, although only in the latter part Of Aprfl:^ 
During many parts of this journey, they canie'td^ 
ofien channels, five and seven feet wide, arid' eaom 
night brought witli it strong north and nOrtlU' 
West winds, which made the ice tremble beneath^ 
their cold pillows. At times sounds like the r^f ' 
of thunder would aisail their ears, yet pro Ve' Only-'' 
to be the shattering of ice hills, and the severiUg Of" 
the fields of ice. At one period the Baiwi, and' 
his friend, Mr. MatiushMn, were gone iin ^ 

a wMte hear, to feed the do^, which had suffered 
muchi when the ice broke under their^ f^^^ 
such a noise, that Mri M. actually ealled^^ti^ 

'‘ What Will nOw become of us ?” while thU^BiiibU' 
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wasi SO convinced of its being thunder, that he 
looked to the south, in expectation of seeing the 
lightning that must precede the second peak The 
Cpssacks, however, pointed out that the ice was 
tweaking, which induced him to make the best of 
his way towards the close ice, then distant three 
or foip miles. The dog-master and Cossacks ex- 
preised much regret at continuing the direct 
, but, fortunately, they arrived safe, and 
reached the Kolyma in the beginning of May. 
I have used the iusn\i fortunate, m the subseqitent 
spring and summer, or rather the continuation of 
winter, proved the most extraordinary ever known 
at the Kolyma ; a severity attending them which 
might have permitted the commander of the expe- 
dition to risk much more in point of time than 
Baron Wrangel then thought pimdent. In one 
of the following seasons h<§ was actually cast 
away so early as the month of March : which pe»; 
riod, so far from being entertained or considered 
as a dangerous one, is usually that allotted to the 
commencement of a journey over the ice. In 
these high latitudes there is no actual criterion 
how to judge of the seasops. 

'5Che ice in the year 1821 did not break up 
until the 29th May, O. S, The coldness of the 
summer was most extraordinary. On the 20tb 
Junoi ^nd July, and 3rd August, there was much 
'vroL. 1. 


7 . 
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« half of cold if % 
without mtemissioU) accompaiuod with jp^jj;- 
s^tapt N. W. gales- The month of May » although 
sp, pold, was tlie only agreeable weather dpuing 

^pihig or summer; and the appearauces of a ha4 

season were very distressing. Neither the ^ smalj 
into the Kol^^ nor the Kc^ma 
had on the 15th of August produced, an^l 
%h, ija consequence of the height of tho.yi^a.te?s- 
"l^e only hope <rf the poor inhabitants^ and of tl^ 
expedition, rested on the interval betwjptt 4%, 
time of the river freezing and the month of De- 
cember. On the 13th August, the Baron re- 
ceived information that the rein-deer chase on the 
Aniuy and Omelon had entirely failed, and that 
the Yukagiii were in a state of starvation. The 
22d of August it snowed hard, and continued to 
snow till the 25th, when the lakes were all frozen 
over. On the 30th August, Baron Wrangel was 
frozen up in a boat in the Kolyma, and hoary 
winter was dated from that period, as the river 
thence became passable for dogs and nartes. I 
shall here conclude my observations respecting 
this indefatigable young officer by saying, that, 
for a combination of personal exertion and sacri- 
fice, with the most undoubted scientific know- 
ledge, especially that of practical and theoretical 
astronomy, so necessary to conduct an expedition 
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(rf thfe Dattire, I believe Baron Wrahgel haii no 
equal in the Btissian navy. Nor will the opinion ! 
hav^e thus candidly given, in the first edition Of 
ihy work, have the less weight with the thinking 
part of the community, when I acquaint them 
with the hazardous, nay perilous, but fortunate 
residt of his last enterprising attempt, in which 
he, by a HAPPY accident, was enabled to truce 
the Asiatic coast from Shelatskoi Moss to Serdfee 
Kkbiene. The account of it will also be ftnHid 
in tlie Appendix. 
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:DeparUire from the Kolyma — Lapteff — Sredne Kplyptak^— 
Kpsatchey Ostrog — Verchne Kolymsk — The Zyjstmka.— 
Hokusolbetie and Bochiera — Boulouktak^ — Kourouack— 
Teraclitack, &c. — Kourdak — Andigezan— Intack— Oithe- 
kon — Nera — Indigirka, Rivers — The Tongousi Tribe- — 
The Koudousou and Kounounaksala Rivers — The Okbta — 
Okotsk. 

Winter was stiU raging with all its ^ygrity 
when I prepared to quit the Kolyma. I could 
now, indeed, have no inducement to remain 
.longer; my desire of penetrating through the 
i country of the Tchuktchi no longer exited, but 
for the purpose of getting across to the oppo^j^*^ 
continent:, and as I had failed, throug]|i ^the 
uvarice of the savages, I determined to proceed |;o 
. Okotsk, by the direct route, in spite of vthu.re- 
j monstrances of the Commissaiy, Cossacks, ,|^d 
j ^alruti, who were ordered to attend, mO wherever 
might go. The proper mode was by tl^t I had 
Previously come ; but. I wished of course to. avoid 
near, tiyo thousand miles of such sameness, inde- 
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pendent of my desire to reach Okotsk by the first 
of June. The Yakuti were so fearful of a route 
of the kind, that they even attempted to bribe me 
with presents to take another; but I was reso- 
lutely fixed upon the new route, and the result 
wll shew that I had only myMf to thank for the 
difficulties I encountered, and the narrow escapes 
I hid' often for my life. ’ To me, however,^ (he 
hij*diest' day’s work was followed by the happiest 
evening, and the soundest sleep as I lay down on 
my snow pillow. 

recollections of the hospitality 
and kind treatment I had experienced from e^^ery 
individual in the commissariat of Kolyma, I de- 
paf^fed on the 27th of March in a narte royal, 
that is, one drawn by thirteen dogs, who took ihe 
eighty miles in one day ; a prodigious day’s 
journey, as it is considered in this part of the 
\Vorld, for the same dogs to perform. The 1st of 
May is, however, the period usually calculated On 
for the Oniekoii and other rivers breaking up, and 
I was a long distance from them ; I. was therefore 
conTtpelled to hasten, to prevent a detention on 
the banks of theni for six weeks or more*. I 
could hot blit feel melancholy and sick at heart 
at parting as it were from a brother, in the per- 
soti of Baihh Wrangel, However, I pushed f&ir- 
Vardf and' in three days reached Lapteffi ohe 
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hti^di^d and miles &om Mishney KMy^sfc* 

Hk! weather was most variable > in-tiie earfy part 
of the morning we had 15" of fmst^ at noon - i^ 
mtoy (rf heat, from the reflection of the suh^ai^ 
in the evening again 10* of frost, ^jfhe morning, 
b^re the sun appeared, were the coldest I evier 
endured, being, really, more sev^e than 40?. of 
&aat, owing to the heavy fcgs which prevaU in 
theilatter end of March and begmidtig of 
and which strike an indescribable cold to 
whdte frame. 

At XraptefT I met my old friend, the venm^Bble 
jnince of ninety-one. He had jtist returned from 
a visit to another prince, twenty miles, distiint» 
and insisted upon accompanying me the follEtwmg 
morning ; and such was his health and capablhtF 
to bear the piercing morning air, that whjy^ 1 
was compelled to walk, as it seemed to sav^ 

Mfe, the old Yakut Prince was quickly 

facade to a sort of humming tune, which may be 

said to constitute a Yakut’s song.; 

r^ular meaning in what they sing, beir^ made 

up of any incidental allusions to frio weather, 

trees, rivisrs, fatigues, horsey and; the^ PEie^ a^ 

iag to Ibe immediate impulse of the momenfr > 

!|^om Lapteff I continued my, route to %edne 
Kolymsk, where I arrived on the jSflh doy -at 
nOon^ mueh fatigueclk I was expee^nigdy 
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the Kipititioa of old Idh^nesse^ 
^memhiPances on the jpart t>f the as : l 

■"Came alcaig. They were cheerfully looking for- 
ward to ah early summer, in which, alas J they 
‘ disappointed. They were con- 

stantly presenting me with the first partridges 
and hares^ which the approaching sun had sent 
hi advance ; and even other early delicacies waie 
aM long jmimey I be- 

The day that I reached Sredne Kolynkk yl 
Sorted a laige grey wolf, and lieing on hdrsefeack 
Was nearly thrown into the snow, as I had! re- 
pCide^y been before. A burnt child is ^id to 
a bit horse dreads a wolf: the 
iile I rode had so suffered. The only pleasure I 
'^estpsirenced in Sredne Kolymsk was being housed 
S« the comfortable abode of my old attendant, 
'l^ter Trech^kOfTj Who was, in the absence of ; the 
tloMimisSkryV chief of the department. I lienewcd 
the protesfetioBa Of my fidelity and good will 
towards a person I felt so highly indebteii to ; 
and tte oerfificdte which I gave him of his extra- 
brdrftaiy' good conduct and kindness towards me 
wasjffl aam happy to say,; the occasion of his btpag 
- madCa Serjeant ; - beyond which, though he d0(^" not 
■at presmit aspitfe, he wiB necdssarily attaSB^ad^aMy 
tffider bflSeeri whose coikluct is igodd in that inaok 
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tmiriber of years, aaay ’ ihe 

ranit pf an officer as’ a recompense; Surely-; tiiis 
is, a regulation well worthy of imitation in every; 
country. What can be a gi’eater incentive to good 
conduct, in any department under a government,- 
thap the fact of knowing that both a pecuniary 
ap4 honorary reward attends the exertions of evej’y 
individual? Patience, Gossack, and you wilV be 
tlie Hetman ! is an encouraging liussian proverb, ; 

I remained w'ith my old friend a couple of daysi 
awmting a fresh Cossack, who was ordered to 
attend me to Okotsk. I felt most happy in pre-: 
paring once more to tread a new road, and tlimw 
aside the difficulties which were for ever thuu-; 
dered in my ears. The poor young love-sick ; 
Cossack destined to attend me I coukl not but-, 
pity ; he had a positive fear of going to Pkotsk, sp 
far from his w'ife, a pretty young girl, apd tben 
again to Yakutsk, where he would be, detained 
five or six months, and thus be kept from his 4 
lipn^e at least a twelvemonth. These, indeed, 
were no small complaints. Leaving his home at 
that time had this additional consequence, ,tbut 
his presence was then most wanted to assist ip 
fishing. The case was not, however, so bad as 
ray readers may imagine ; for when a Cossack iS; 
abi^nt from his home upon the public service, his, 
family still receive the proportion of fisfi which 
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would' hav5& aGcmed to him had he beon ^tesent :' 
on such friendly terras do the people live in this 
part of the worlds And upon my promising him 
that he should return direct to the Kolyma, he 
was reconciled, and we prepared to depart. Mor 
was my promise rendered of none elft'ct hy Vladik 
mir Ushinsky, the chief of Gkotsk, on the con- 
trary, more than I had promised, unmini^^’r 
likev>was done for the benefit of this othCriviSe 
almost useless Cossack, whose sickness at heart 
had several times nearly proved his and my’ 
rain. 

Our first day’s journey was to a place called 
Kasachey, sixty miles, by a good path, on the Ko- 
lyma, abounding with summer establishments for 
fishing, else a dreary low waste, producing nothing 
l)ut sjiunted wood. I felt really happy in the even- 
ing in the comfortable residence of a rich Yakut, 
who had married a Cossack’s daughter. She was 
dreadfully afflicted with the hiccoughs, and I 
agdm ivied my Tiiedical skill, by giving her a slap 
on the back. It had no effect ; and her husband 
then told me that she had the dieavel ootra, or 
the devil in her belly. It was apparent there Was 
something in the case; bixt whether a devil or a 
child, I do not pretend to know. Whatever it’ 
was, it effectiudly deprived me of sleep. The 
malMy continued the whole night; thouglii’ if 
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se^sf the pEUiies afflicted with it can, diuing (lie 
sleep soundly : but on the instance I have t^ 
da^ seen of its effects upon a lovely you*^ tvemad 
I will not dwell ; for it is too melancholy . 

The following day, over numerous ferge lakes, 
and a rich pasture countiy, I resumed my Jomc- 
ney. Many Xakuti live in the environs^ em^ 
ployed in fishing^ and in the diase of iMearSi rmPr 
deer> sables, and squirrels ; the latter are hesm me 
numerable. In the afternoon we were; thrmvn 
into. a snow pit: the fall mid plungiz^ of our 
horses threw us off our saddles ; and the hories, 
finding themselves disengaged from their burthens; 
scrambled up the pit, and left us and our bag? 
gage to shift as we could. After ten mil^ walk 
we reached a yourte, whose owner saddledi bis 
own beasts, and sent them for the baggage ; iflide 
our own Yakut! went in search of their own 
horses. I was, meantime, made perfectly ctmtt' 
fortable, and amused myself with the tricka off a 
sbaniane, or sorcerer, some of which were, indeed 
strange enough. He wore a sort of short softouf^ 
coyered over with a variety dP small pieces of 
irdai abont the size and shape of the ^ptfinted 
blade; of a penknife ; his boots were embroidered, 
as were also his cap and gloves. The performr 
ance of course began by smoking a pipe;. .then 
taking his tambourine and bolonyak, or taml^urt- 



kosaTchiey ost»oo. '^7 

iite>sti€!k» he seated himself cfossied^egged ii^ 
the person to be exorcised> and began to ang a 
i^sleM aGcompmned by more doleful ihusic ; 
the import of the song I could not gather. After 
this introduetion he began to jump, hop, and iling 
about, roaringi screaming, and making the most 
hidecms distortions of fiiee and body, so that I 
actually believed him tO be mad. I never felt 
iiiore pain for any one than I felt for this sha^ 
iUaUe, certainly much more than for the sick pet- 
son, on whose behalf his incantations were made. 
After this violent exercise, he drew his knife, and 
to all api)earance, plunged it into his belly. I 
really felt alarmed, believing that he had actually 
committed suicide : he, however, drew back the 
ktiife in my presence without any effusion of 
blood, and indee<l without any actual inchSOn 
being made. He then formally announced that 
the evil spirit would not triumph, provided the 
CuStmwary sacrifice were made, of a fat mare; 
tTbe party were then dismissed, with aii invitation 
ho-come to the next day’s feast, when the htaie 
Uras to be Cookedi In all this conjuration “thci’e 
Vena ind^d no slight of hand, but rather a slight 
of' the belly, and the case is, that the shanyinei 
ar^ from habit, accustomed to dMw in that patt 
of the be% which the knife is supposed to i)e*feS 
ttufe, to a distmiee ctf five Or six inches J they 
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never, however, use other than their own knives, 
from fear, I presume, of their being too Ipng. 
The power of these impostors over the ignorant 
multitude is very great, but they do not wander 
far from their principality, nor are they nume- 
rous. Their pretensions extend to the 010*0 of 
diseases, changing the weather, affording success- 
ful chase, and finding stolen things. 

In the early part of the evening, a ludicrous 
circumstance occurred betwixt the above sha- 
mane and myself. I had invited him to take tea 
with me ; and when he came I put a little To- 
bacco in the palm of my Cossack’s hand, to give 
to the shamane. The Cossack, howevei^ care- 
lessly or ignorantly, put it into the tea-kettle, siUp- 
posiug it to be tea, and the mistake was hot 
known until the kettle was bi’ought boiling hot, 
and pouring it out, we discovered by the flavour 
that it was tobacco- water. The shamane i^as 
highly indignant and enraged, the people of the 
house still more so, and the sick person must ^e, 
unless a second sacrifice was made. This I was 
extrpmely anxious to avoid ; and the only remedy 
I had, was to part with half of the spirits I pos- 
sessed, which, although a loss of consequence to 
me, I readily endured to jhevent the impostor 
from procuring a second gormandising feast at 
the expense, if not the ruin, of the poor peoiae. 



VERCHNE KOLYMSK. 349 

As it was, tlie shamane got roaring drunk on th(? 
result of the mistake, and so I left him. 

The horses did not return with the baggage 
till near midnight, when one bag of my clothing 
was missing, as well as my pipe ; the last, a se- 
rious loss, as it was my friend, companion, com- 
forter, and almost sole enjoyment. I could haye 
mourned for it, like Sancho after his dapple, but 
k was ftuitless, and I accordingly wished the pos- 
sessor the enjoyment of it for my sake. Next 
day over a stuljby heath, affording a fine view of 
the mountains to the south-east, Ave gained sixty 
miles. I observed on the lakes numerous parties 
fishing through the ice, who gave me a supply 
whenever I desired it. On the fourth day I 
reached Verchne Kolymsk late in the evening, 
suffering much from the loss of skin, which left 
, my nose and lips bare. The whole distance was 
two hundred and fifty miles. 

Verchne Kolymsk is considered a large village, 
having fifteen dwellings, with near two hundred 
inhabitants. It stands in a most bleak and ex- 
posed situation, on the right bank of the Yas- 
ashna, at about a mile from its junction with the 
Kolyma. It was at this place that the vessels 
for Captain Billing’s expedition were built, tlfie 
country to the southward abounding in fine tim- 
ber ; and yet it is considered, although only so fai’ 
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ndrth as the latitude 60* 30V to be ond of thd 
coldest places in Eastern Siberia, the thermbmeter 
f^hg as low as 43® of Reaumur. Verchne Ko- 
lyinsk has nothing remarkable to boaSt of but a 
large cross erected by BilHngs, on which are cut 
out the names of the European people who coiU- 
posed his expedition — an expedition which per^ 
forUied nothing. I remained one day to cban^ 
my Cossack, preferring rather to beat tip fet a 
volunteer than to take on the old one, but to no 
purpose. Whether from fear of me or of the 
joum^ it is unnecessary to enquire, but the bid 
onemust go ! 

My route from the Kolyma was towards flib 
Koussoul Bolouktak, a lake sb named from a fisli * 
wMeh inh^its it. The first part of the journey ’ 
was attended with a little snow, but I felt cbtt- ' 
soled by the number of pigeons and hares which ■ 
increased our sea stores, for thus I may name ; 
themy since I had really more to do With water 
than with land. At length I maehed the Zy*^ 
zanka, and at twenty miles further, the lasti* 
habitation of the Kolyma district. We halted On 
a tbcfcy Mil, and encountered some difficulty in 
bringing fire-wood for the night, from a distaiiCe * 
of at least half a mile. The second day^ udth in- 
finite labour, through deep and soft snow. We 
reached twenty miles further, encamping at th6 ^ 



THE EYEANKA. 

toot of the mountains which I had before seen 
stretching from the south-east. The guide whOj 
though a Yakut, spoke Russian well, proved 
a choice and jovial fellow; while the Cossack, a 
dufr. and melancholy milk^sop, was throwing every 
possible obstacle in my way to induce me to take 
the other road, or return. This, it ap|)ears from 
letters which I have since received, he was djU 
reeled; tO:^o by a person holding an official situa^ 
tion; an act which, if known at the government 
of Yakutsk, Irkutsk, or St. Petersburg, would,. 

I am sure, have been visited with severe punish,* , 
ment : but commissaries in such places are gene- 
raUy both mean and worthless. Still along the 
banks of the Zyzanka we continued to the south- 
west, picking up at intervals partridges and. hares 
which had fallen in the traps. The scenery at 
times somewhat interesting, and the hilk com* 
po^ of slate. 

The road I was now upon was that formm’ly 
used by the post from Yakutsk to the river Ko^ 
lyma, that is, by way of Okotsk, but discontinued 
in ePttseqwence of the difficulties whkh constaptly 
presented t^mselves, as well as by the diseoyery 
of the direet route I had before undertaken, and 
of which I have given a sketch. By this route 
a mau scau never be satisfied, as jirhen 
much snow, there is niore labour ; and when little 
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snow, much water ; and when no snow, much ice, 
and more danger, for the ice then becomes so 
slippery as to be almost impassable. 

The reflection of the sun at first produced se- 
vere effects upon my eyes; but I met it with a 
good grace, as neither sun nor snow wpuld give 
way to me. From the Zyzanka I entered a nar- 
row defile formed by two lofty ranges of moun- 
tains, the valley betwixt which runs from ^t to 
west; the latter w'as my course. The, southern 
range was bold and perpendicular, and conse- 
quently of bare rock. The northern . brapch^ 
which was open to the south, rose into gentle, an, ^ 
luxuriant eminences, affording a fine contrasf to 
the desolation on the left. Our party continued 
to feed upon partridges and hares from the cha; 
rity traps. The birds are beguiled by touching a 
small wooden fork, supporting a log or tree \yhich 
falls direct on the animal and causes instant death. 
These traps are so numerous, that I have in a day 
got three and four braces of hares and partridges, 
They are set by the wandering Yakut! and Ton- 
gousi, open to all the world, with an understand- 
ing only, that the trap shall l)e again set— no hard 
condition to hungry people. 

We at length entered upon the Hokusolbetie' 
and Boehiera* two rivers, which, entering the 
Zyaanka at a narrow defile, foim a sort of frozen 
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torrent, over which the liorses liad great difficnlty 
to pass, as piles of ice lay in every cross direction. 
The Cossack and guide now began also to suffer, 
while I was gaining gi’ound fi’oni habit and su- 
perior strength of constitution. The guide was 
ahttost blind, while the Cossack was afflicted with 
a severe diarrhoea arising from want of food, for 
dUr game had failed us, and he was too much a 
Grhek to eat horse-meat. It was, however, his 
own fault, for he always ate voraciously whenever 
ah occasion offered. With these two invalids I 
restimed the journey, prescribing for them, but 
^ithbuf effect, and at noon was obliged again to 
’halt, as they were unable to proceed. The heat 
of the sun by Fahrenheit was 80", and the route 
Wits bad, ascending a |Kn’ilous and lal)orious chain 
bf elevated hills. The work which now devolved 
li^bn me was so much moix? than ordinary, that 1 
could not but feel it severely: it was, however, 
duty to assist those whom I had demanded to 
assist me, and I could Vmake no complaint. 

The snow was deep, but soft, the noon-day 
heat ihelting the surface, and the night’s frost 
ag&in freezing it, just sufficiently to bear a man 
with snow shoes ; so that in addition to o\ir bthei’ 
difficulties the horses Ijegan to fail. We never- 
theless continued our route, gaining the Zyzanka^, 
and latterly crossing the mountains which confine 
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it. We then entered the most dismal, drettiy, 
and inhospitable valley I have ever seen; not a 
blade of grass, nor moss, not a shrub, tree, nOr 
even a morsel of drift wood to l3e seen, but ohe 
tremendous slate mountain valley. Weeucaniped 
on the banks of the stream, faring upon our fro- 
zen horse-flesh and a little biscuit^ our stoOk of 
spirits was all consumed, and I longed to reach 
soihe habitation. My poor Cossack nOW ^greW 
Worse, having been three days without food, ' a®d 
so weak that it was necessary to lash him to the 
horse. The guide was ahnost blind, being unable 
even to bring the horses in from the pasturei I 
was thus compelled to perform the functions 'of 
ostler, wood-cutter, guide, doctor, cook; and tra- 
veller ; regretting only the necessity that com^ 
pelied me so to act, for otherwise f took so ilipde 
heed of it, that I slej^t the sounder. * ' 

Leaving this desolate valley, our ? route i*lay 
over a few rugged hills, by a path which sc^ed 
to point itself out as the proper route. ■ We; :*ao<ni 
entered upon the river Koulgall, and the romantic 
valley of Boulouktak, named from the lake, 
streahi, and fish produced from it, the second- of 
which enters the narrow defile in the? elevated 
southern ranges. The prospect is most beauti- 
ful: tcderable sized wood occupies the fbre*grOUnd, 
with a small hill, which I ascended, to a 



BOULOIJKI’AK. 


355 

liC'tter view of the magnificent pfinoraivia. To dO' 
scribe it would require a far moi'e able |)cn or 
{leiicil than mine. The southern range ajjjKjared 
luuch indented, and seemed to cast a shade over 
tlieir otherwise milky appearance. 'Two yourtes 
on the borders of a lake were on the left, while 
from the right, the river winded over the plain. 
ITie whole view occupied from south-west to east, 
and from west to north-east, so that the valley 
rims from easti-north-east to west-south-west. 
The bi'eadth of it is about twenty miles. I ire- 
maiued at a miserable yourte five days, to see 
what I could do in restoring the Cossack, but in 
wain, and departed with a Yakut, six feet high 
and stout in proportion, the largest I have evei 
seen. He was, however, a mere brute, not know- 
ing a word of the Russian language, a great glut- 
ton, stupid, obstinate, and immovably lazy. 

It was with great reluctance I commenced the 
road with him, but there was no alternative, he 
being the only person who knew any thing of the 
route towards the Omekon. At aljout fifteen 
nules, having jiassed three small lakes, we reached 
the base of the southern range of hills. We as- 
cmid^ them against wind and snow, and night 
c^ed in upon us as we had reached thirty miles, 
in - the bosom of the mountains. It was impossi- 
fele to keep in a fire from the driving of tlie snow : 

2 i\ 2 
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I tl^er^ore managed as well as I could, while my 
4§l|-sav^e gigantic companion comfijrted himself 
with at least twenty pounds of Irossen home meat. 

Next day 1 crossed with my companion ' the 
Koiurouack mountains, at the base of Whidh rans 
the little rapid river of this naraei which We 
passed with difficulty, as it was giving way 
fast to the warmth of the sun, the thermometer 
standing at 27® of Reamnur. The mountaii^ 
now exliibit a constant and uniform succesacto of 
equilateral triangles, or pyramids of stone" slate, 
with layers of the same yellow earth, eddied stone- 
butter, which I have before noticed as being 
eaten by the aborigines. The next river Was the 
Terachtack and Outachan-Taroun Oract, ' or: large 
icy river, as it signifies in the Yakut dialect.- Our 
route proved difficult, now over overflowed mea- 
dows and large rivers, or elevated mountainspwdl 
wooded with larches, alder, and some pine; 'V On 
the fifth day we ascended a stupendous' speatc^ 
which overlooks not only the sunnunding country 
but also the other mountains ; it is almost a bare 
rock, and was so slippery that tlie hors^ got very 
seyere falls in the ascent, rolling back in one mdi 
ment as rauch as it had taken ten /minutes labom 
to achieve. I ahnost despaired of gaining? the 
summit, but we at length succeeded, and th^ 
the hoi’ses actually slid down the opposite 'jneci- 
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pice ? of orte 5 hundred feet h%h, the rock- heihg 
covered with frozen sraow. For my^lf I con- 
sidered it, as it really was, an ice mountain, and 
desiring the guide to follow, passed down without 
any aceident. I was now indeed in a desperafe 
dilemma; but Providence, which ever watched 
tbe. wants of all creatures, sent to my assist^ 
ance the sick Gossack, who, having got better, and 
being without baggage, had followed our track 
with a couple of horses. He came in time also 
to tell us that we had mistaken the route. His 
duty^pointing out the necessity of seeing me saffe 
toiCHcotsk^ I did not feel so thankful as I else 
should^ because I suspected that most of his illness 
was piretended, and that conscience had told him 
he was i aCtiJ^ wrong, or he might not have re- 
turned, having already received permission from 
^ineito proc^d to the Kolyma. 
f?We passed tlie night in a dreary situation, with- 
-it any fire. My tea and bread were both con- 
sumed: nothing in short i*emained but horse-flesh, 
which I found very good. The Cossack had 
brought a few birds, but as I knew that such 
dainties were aU he could, or would eat, of course 
I * gave them up to him. Next day we considered 
hOWsto ascend the mountain; the snow was solid 
and slippery, and there apjjeared no other mode 
than the one wliich we adopted, -r-cTCH.'ping up the 



358 NElGHBOtrttHOOD OF THE 

side!, and chopping the surface With a hatchfct, at 
frequent intervals, to obtain some sort of fobting. 
In this manner I and the Cossack ascended, arid 
makirig all the leather thongs fast together, we 
hauled up the baggage and let it down on the 
opposite side; thus placing ourselves between it 
and the horses. To get up the latter requiirid 
more management ; for, accustomed as the hoTsfes 
are to the most laborious and dangerous journeys,' 
and with all their sagacity and tameness, I fotind- 
they could not ascend above half the mountain," 
the fatigue was too great; in short, they were 
compelled to give it up, and recoil once more to' 
the base in a state of j)erfect agony. Thus 
passed the day ! Our situation now seemed des- 
jjerate ; the horses had i-eceived no food for two 
days, with more than ortlinary hard work, during 
which we had enjoyed no fire : yet still ‘nebOiCe 
avoce lebo’ (fear not — perhaps) were the rallying 
words, and these alone served us for supper. Gur 
monster of a guide was (jiiite insensible to Orir 
situation, and sat grumbling that he had riot 
more than twenty pounds of meat a-day, with 
such hard work. 

This night was passed even more miserably 
than the last, as we had not even the benefit of 
our bedding oj- clothing, both t»f which had been 
luu'lod down ihc opposite vall<!y, without respect 
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to wlwin they iMJlongedi. We rose, the timd 
prepared for hard work; and our first 
attempt was to haul the horses up the precipice. 
\'^e in part succeeded, as tiie strongest were actu- 
ally received^ and cast adrift on the opposite ipde 
tp feed. . This occupied us aU day, and the third 
inght. was passed with the cheering hopes of re- 
sunfing our journey the following day ; but these 
were irustreded, as it was not until late in the 
eyeping that we succeeded in_ passing all the 
horses we designed to keep : one we were obliged 
tp-, kill and carry with us jis food. Our buUy-r , 
h^ded Yakut too became wonderfully alert on this 
occasion, knowing he should receive an extra 
allowance of meat, were it for no other reason 
than to lighten the other brutes. I however de- 
teinuincd to make some reserve, and accordingly, 
taking, n quantity slaughtered animal suffi- 

cient to, serve the Yakut on his return, I buried it 
in, the snow, which I thought ivoidd continue un- 
meltcd for ten or twelve days, and marked the 
place with a cross. This precaution I considered 
w^ more than ordinarily necessary with my 
gigantic companion, who had infinitely less con- 
cerp .towards the prevention of future starvation, 
tliau to the support of present gluttony. 

I’he only mode of passing the last three horses, 
was by inaking a regular staircase up the hill, by 
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liic^ps qii' axesr^nd Strewing it with earth; inyseU 
a^ ^the Cos^h, who were nn the 
rope. attached to the horse’s head, while the guide . 
behind, whase task it was to flog the beast, had .nOi . 
sinecure, as from his immoderate size h^ was al-'j 
mc^t himself incapable of movipg. The iiesult^.of 
tlie last five days was that we had lost five 
travelling, five days of the best seasori, and ifiy©:. 
days which were, worth fifty of those whicli ftlsit 
lojyed : the fault was not mine ! The, wether 
was still very cold, and I felt some relief in » 
getting close to a cheerful fire. Next day I, di?;. 
rected luy course by a compass, for the guide;, 
knew nothing, about west-south-west, intending; ^ 
if ; [jossible to gain the river Indigirka. , We » 
crossed many hills, dee]) in snow, and left two# 
liorses dead, a tircumstance which seejned ; to i 
j)lease the guide, >vhom I was conseqiiently oh?* ; 
Uged to declare under martial law; being, cofifiA 
dent , that he cared not if I ami the;;popnete-i 
perished. I was now compelled to put thedittle . 
baggage we bad left upon the spare hoi*ses, Land? , 
we all continued the journey on foot, <aacamp«* 
iog foi* the night on the banks of the JKourdak^H 
which we traversed the next day with tolerable 
ea«) ; I)eing clear of snow, with a fresh breeze ^ 
right-aft: in the evening it turned to rain, ; the 
first real shower since September, as we Ixalted 
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on ’ tlie ■ battles of the same stream, having walked 
abottt fifteen miles* We pas^d the ni^t in a 
sort of g:fowlittg w and renewed our journey 
towards the Terachtack over a pleasant, pasture, 
and well Wooded country. 

AU the rivers which I had lately passed run 
into the Indigirka, and although small, are rapid 
streams; My guide was now so negligent and 

•t-' 

uselessy that I was compelled to desire the Cos-*' 
sack to flog him with his own whip, in a manner 
Which, in England, would justly have been consi- 
d^ed severe; but I am satisfied the necessity and 
danger of our situation justified the measure, for 
the^ fellow was loally deceiving us, to say nothing 
of the risk which was very great, unprovided as 
we- were with nets or fire-arms. Leaving another 
horse to abide his fate, we continued on, dividing 
the extra bf^gage between us. We crossed the 
Artibardach and ChoUvSgindrach, adding another 
walk to the fatigue we had undergone; and being 
still dghty miles from the nearest habitation, we 
rO^d at a rich pasture two days, for the sake of 
the hwses, and on the third reached the rivers 
Andigizaii, Intach, and Omekon. 7’he country 
had now become gradually very agreeable and 
open, and the weather was very fine. Great 
quantities of game, as geese, ducks, partridges, 
and woodcocks, hovered over oiu heads, and we 
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saw ottnicroos traces of quadrupeds ;, as beat’s, 
wolves, &xes»; rein-deer, and hares, with soine- 
times that of an elk. The last day of this ; jour- 
ney, through an extra elFoit, induced by the hope 
of success, we reached the first habitation of the 
Omekon district ; walking hikI swimming that 
day- near thirty miles; I say swimming, for we 
were frequently obliged to Wade across the rivers, 
and to swim over many yards of rapid stream, 
whkh I accomplished for mys^ by meanS i Of 
a rope fastened to a horse’s neck. . I reached, 
all well, the Bolouvanach, and then the more 
considerable Nera, all rivers which unite with 
the Indigirka. I was received at a yourte, the 
most pleasant and hospitable, as I then thought, I, 
liad ever seen, where I procmed two fresh horses to 
cairy the baggage, and continued the route on foot,i 
leading all the other horses, now reduced to fiv,©.. 

My ovei^rown guide was of coiu’se discharged. 

I could not even remain a moment to refresh, as 
the rivers were breaking up and threatening to 
insulate me for some months from the rest of the 
world. The Omekon river was still distant one 
hundred and fifty miles, and I had scanty means 
of reaching it under four days, even supposing as- 
sistaiice given : but I pressed on, gratified to cateh 
now and then in the distant horizon the sight of 
smoke, which I had not seen dui’ing the last jow- 
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iity of‘ more than three hundred miles. Not one 
indMduai, stationary or wandering, had I met 
fi'oin the lake Boulouktak : but now we were, as 
may be termed, risen from the dead, rtmewed 
witti fresh courage, and my Cossack particularly 
inspirited with a regale of beef which had been 
given him at the first yourte. For myself, I pre- 
felTed to partake of the old horse-meat I had still 
left 5 having a mind to shame the Cossack, and 
s1k)w him that he ought to eat any thing, when 
necessity dictated. I had passed twelve days 
without any other food than the horse-meat we 
had* brought, generally eaten in a raw state, and 
a small part of the animal we had killed; yet I 
was never in l)etter health. In this state I reaeh- 
e<l the hospitable abode of the Prince Nicolai. 
Our journey had lain on the rivers Nera and In- 
d^rka, the country sterile and dreaiy and as de- 
solate as Zashiversk, lower down the latter river. 
The second day I again halted at the abode of 
a Yakut Knez (prince), who piesented me with 
half a rein-detT, and treated me with milk and 
tea/ making me, as I thought, the haj)piest of 
men such is the effect produced by present 
comfin'ts and enjoyments ix 2 )on jxast hardships. 

Indeixondent of the i>rovisions given to me/ 1 
was Obligeti to leceive two red foxes, as a tribute, 
’rhey were presented to me by the liands of a 
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toleraidy good4ooking Yakut girl, whose fatlicr* 
with two other princes, formed a part of my trtun 
to ithe abode of the prince of the Omekon^ where 
we arrived the following day : and I cannot help 
asserting, that I never saw a race of people more 
worthy of this honorary distinction; they certainly 
combined in their own breasts humanity, justice, 
and cowmow sense, 

; sThe latter part of the journey changed for the 
better ; from rugged and sterile lulls and marshy 
swamps, to beautiful rising and well wooded emi- 
nences and fertile meadow lands ; from perfect 
desolation, to comparative populousness. The first 
sight of so many smoking chimneys gladdened my 
heart in an unusual degree. I felt the value of 
life, and never enjoyed it more than in the hosi- 
pitable youi’te of Peter Gotossop, the Yakut 
Prinee of the Omekon. He had come thirty 
miles, in consequence of an express, to meet 
me. I need not say how much I enjoyed a bed 
of rcin-tleer skins in his yourte, after lodging 
fifteen days, without intermission, in the snow,; 
at. times actually immersed in water, which pro^ 
ceeded either from the melting of the snow, the 
^ of the dew, or the warmth of our own bodies 
upon a half-frozen surface of snow. 

The valley of Omekon is, indeed, a romantic 
and fertile sjjot. Alx>ut five hundred individuals 
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are i’eckonCrt within its principality, w]^t6 
scattered about, wandering with the miinerdus 
droves of cattle, as the season and hei^t of the 
riiref will i^ermit, or compel. The Woods " aire 
very fine and large, consisting of birch, pitiei 
larch, and cedar, the last producing a highly 
flavoured, though small, nut, which is exported 
to Okotsk and Kamtchatka. x 

The quantity of cattle in this valley is prddi- 
gimis, hO less than three thousand riiares, afifl 
near two thousand cows, the property of the fbw 
rich YakUti. The consumption of them is, hdW"- 
ever, hot small, especially of horses, oWihg to 
the great demand made by the government, hr 
forced levies, for Okotsk, and the more northeth 
dis5trictSi But so fond are the Yakiiti of their 
horses, that, to avoid selling them, and sendihg 
them upon such a service, they drive ^ cotiplc 
of young bullocks as an exchange for a hofsc, 
to ’ the firet place, or will present another persbh' 
with a young bullock for each horse that iS’ 
supplied him to carry on the extra service. The 
duty thus performed by them is undertake^ 
purely for gluttony. The substitute ihstahtly 
mak^ a feast of the young buHock, and trusts 
to the strength of his horse to make 
duty imposed upon it ; yet, strange to say, it is 
seldom that a I’espectable Yakut will either ride 
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himself, or suffer others to ride, inu(;h less will he 
load a good horse: indeed, they are kept rather 
for show, or for breed, than for use: thus the 
duty falls uj^on the poor. In the event of a horse 
falling on the road, the Yakut is of courae obliged 
to buy or get another as he can. Sometimes he 
will exchange in time, by giving three for two, 
and five for two, according to the state they are 
in: generally, however, he will kill them, and eru'- 
ploy other people to perform the latter part ©fthe 
journey, giving or promising a dead horse or two 
in payment, and himself returning on foot. 

I remained three days at the Omekon, arwl 
was again obliged to leave my Cossack, troin ill 
health and fatigue. Having procured in .his 
stead a young lad, bom in the valley of Chaiekon, 
with him and four of the native princes in. smy 
train, I departed along the banks of tlie rivea*,; 
running along one of the most picturesque , iind 
finest valleys in the universe, yielding the besi 
grass in the province, and abounding with animals 
of the chase. Having reached thirty milesyj we 
put up at the yourte of a wealthy Knez. In the 
passage of the river each horse was attended hy 
four men, owing to the velocity of the stream ; 
the men resisting it by means of stout poles 
thmst into the bed of the river on their deeward 
side. The passage was certainly dangerous, hut 
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iiecessaiy to be accompUshed without tlday» be- 
fore the melting of the snow on the lofty and 
magnificent mountains all around render the river 
terrific and impassable. The Omekon uniting 
with the Indigirka not far from hence, constitutes 
the latter for a season a first-rate river in Sibeiiai 
Already the meadow lands on each side of -the 
river r^resent innumerable lakes, which are swum 
over by the horses with much difficulty, ^t 
eighty miles we exchanged horses : here I had a 
difference -with the Cossack and guide, as to which 
horse I slHJuld ride, both insisting on the one 
proposed to me being the most proper. As I did 
not like his appearance, I said 1 was not accus- 
tomed to take the best in tkdr estimation, hor 
even in my own; therefore I would be content 
with that which was already saddled for the 
guide. The latter said it was a vicious one, that 
it stumbled, startled, and, indeed, had all sorts of 
defects. I persisted, however ; observing to the 
^dde, that 1 was accustomed to those loattej^, 
and, therefore, prefeiTcd giving him the best 
horse. My reason for persisting in this paradoxi- 
€»il argument is, that I know few people w'ill ever 
recommend that which they consider as the best 
horse; they will rather retain it for themselves t 
Certainly I have never lieen deceived when riding 
a horse which was intended for guide or Cossack. 
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length hftcl to frighten ine oitt 
nf iny determination to attempt the jourriej^ to 
^Okotek at such a season of the year; The prit^ies 
fwjpoeed that I should remain with thmn thnee or 
four weeks, when the rivera wotdd sutosidei and 
the loiimey would then be > even agreeaMe; > All, 
'ho\Veveri that they could get from • me waa t^ go 
■ »wdth' horses one hundred miles fartherj iaml- iheti 
iidce rein-deer. Their excellent and ctean yoto'tes, 
the hospitality of the < people^' the prodtt(^il«<%f 
the cotintry, the quantity of partrit^s, ^ dvK;k^, 
geese, plovers, and fine beef, presented to me;^ the 
riehness of the cream, and refreshing flavtnir 
HitiUl * berries, alwve all, the romantic sdfeer^, 
vVhieh abounds, and the happiness which reigns *lh 
the valley of Omekon, might, indeed, ‘havC'prbvCd 
strong allureinents with me to pass my lifeyrftBh 
them, but held not out sufficient charms to Mdtsde 
me to avoid a difficult journey. The weatl^r‘tvas 
rtow very fine, but the nights and mornings #ePB 
sfrll' cold. The princes continued to aCCOm^li^ 
me through their magnificent retirement, #hibh is 
near five hundred miles from any Other esta^iSh- 
liicnt, Okotsk and Boulouktak being the 'nOSi^^ 

I had a long convei'sation with the I^nfcC' abottt 
yaSaCk, a tribute peculiar to Siberia. Hc ’Sdid 
that the qitantity was nothing, but that the mOde 
of collecting it was a serious evil. The tiibtite 
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ihey would freely giv'e to the Ein|>eror, hut it wai? 
what the commissaries took from them by force, 
ahid which they gate to avoid vexatious aud liti- 
gioits : treatmcnt> that was oijpressive : and tlwse 
i e^i\iais$apies have great [Kjwer. , ; , : 

, ' /jWheU^^ is or is not an im}X>Utic twc, 

{ remains to be provtni ; and whether a direct tax 
, e<wtain articfos consumed by the Yakuti, and 
would not yield a greater reventm, 
im9y<he«d^bted t at all events, the present system 
,isl ihable to the greatest injustice and robbery. / ?I 
v^hayUi no doubt tliat each commissary receives from 
' hheidintrict he govems, more furs for himself than 
Ishuperor. The Prince was not a ilUtle 
$|irpps(xl when I told him, that, comparatively, he 
paidv little taxes, and that other countries pmd 
nipie, .Ainoug many taxes, I told him, that in 
hlnghind he could not shoot wild ducks without 
]|fpt|iilfon« and even if he did shoot them in Ids 
OWflt garden, he must not lake them up to eat. 
finding him incredulous, I then told him that be 
cpuld not have move than a certain number of 
windows to his house without paying a tax. 
'I’bii^e two samples sufficed to make him }iertectly 
with lus government, till I informed hiim 
m#.,ith0 other hand,* that no i)erson in England 
cotdd be compelled to carry government or private 
g<m!(te. without being paid his own price, Every 
VOL. I. 2 15 
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tMngs howevevj which I told him to prove the-evi^ 
dent superiority of England* as to the peiwnal 
Ubertyi of the subject, fiuled to ■weaken his natural 
prefei’ence of wandering over his native soil, -to the 
visiting of strange lands. Thus.- we rode- along 
toe picturesque valley for tweirty miles; when we 
crossed numerous lakes, which, :ffom their Ipcall 
situation* were not as yet melted. They are sur+ 
rouUded by opulent Yakuti estahlishments dmnng 
toe! summer season, for the fish which abounds m 
toem..' '■ - ■ i 

! We next crossed the mountains, and entered 
upon another fine pasture country, watered by the 
Torrourack ; and halted at the last yourte in the 
government of Yakutsk. It was a miserable 
place, although the kindness of its inhabitants 
proomed me a quantity of game. In its vicinity 
I passed through a herd of rein-deer, attended i hy 
toe wandering ToTigousi I was in search of. ; i!Fheit 
chief was, however, forty miles distant* whilsher l 
repeatfed the next day, along a wideiexim^r^ 
vall^, opening to the south-east, and reached at 
s^set the encampment of Prince Shoumieloff. 
Having previously sent a herald in advance* I 
was received by him, with his sword hy his side* 
his medak suspended from the neck* smd dressed 
in a rich suit of black velveteen, and a cockediliat* 
I could not help laughing at the grotesque appear- 
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iince ‘rtf the" prince; while I ^ pitied ; him, 

^pised the iheans which had heen used to divest sp 
ignorant a man of his propeity, by the lure of 
hdnours of this kind. I do not by thejse words 
moan to intimate, that the necessity for such ^s- 
tinctions dtffis not exist ; but I do say, that the 
^trjposes- for which they are conferred on an ig- 
nomtit savage, are of the most despicable nature; 
Jl^hk^ inan, Prince Shoumieloff, was formerly a 
lichi iPongoi\sian ; now he is a iK>or one : he hail 
as many thousands of rein-deer, as he has now 
hundredsi’ JUit his free presents, added to ekfor- 
tmhs- and exactions, to prevent the chance of 
foibedj although useless services, have so reduced 
hie ipToperty, that he is obliged to eat fish, which 
is?<X)nsidered by the rein-deer Tongousi as a hmrd- 
^ip; and to send out his people to maintain them- 
sselvOs in the woods, with their hows and arrows: 
Powder is too dear, or not to be had, but by a 
j^resOiit'to the chief of more than its equivalent; 
hesihaving the power to deny it altogether. ^mu- 
mieio# noW dreads going to Okotsk, even;’in 
shmch! of inoss for his rein-deer, preferring, as 1 m 
^ y»,;5 to ; live a real Tongousian wanderer, tliail 
a'*sfervile tributary to chiefs, commissaries, and 
Other* officers, although he glories in paying whht 

I an obliging wvrof man, alihot^fi 

2 15 2 



fSMftltttN. 


tdo fre« a Uf?e bt: Ji^jaer }«ul made him atf tia^ a 
tfMlWlssdime one. « We took a jape and aglasstol 
vodlca tdgedier, and, as lie spdce the Jlussian lati- 
a'c descanted upon the means he had of 
adcpitimodating itie udth lei far-Asas 

t^katskl He said, what was tcue,. thafe i he 'had 
bldy left the vicinity of that place* in seaneh 
of northern pastures, and that although he Wi%ht 
jaSsMbty :be able to reach Qkotek* he; would /Istill 
lose the benefit of the pasturage ; as l^ the vtua^ 
he could return, winter would have coramenced. 
I felt the force of his reasoning, but the service 
^as his in point of law, as the season for ernsploy- 
ingHor ruling out of horses had not yet sooto- 
menced ; and therefore over a fi’esh glass tof 
vodka, which had lieen given to me, on ithe 
Oiaekon, by a retiied Cossapkj he consented « to 

^take.mei ^ ^ 

is si lu the neiglilK>urhood there are eighty^seveu 
his tribe under his command, over whom he hohl^ 
considerable, power, : as I have frequently; witness- 
ed ;}but they are in general a hard working tpeo- 
J was amused with their manner ? of ^oatchiag 
• n^imdeer,; as< it reminded me of i thes hunting of 
Midld bullocks hf had seen in Mexico !• with .this 
?dilference‘tmly,. that there; ^t^^ ddes athors^ 
fully trained, and hei’e a rein-deer, Thqy use a 
Jong line, which is coiled: ;iip in tlieir hmwls* as 
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sailors handle a line, ami < galloping past die 
intend^ victiin, they with ranch dexterity, throw 
the; noose* at the end of the line, oyer the horns. 
In Araerica it is more dangerous, and the hprsor 
man is sometimes obliged to seek safety ini fliglitj 
unless he can cun the buUock into a thick; 
sure, where he beconwsi entangled by the length 

; Nekt day ;I paid the Prinee a fotoal visit at?hi^ 
princi]^ tent. He received me again in his g*dk 
dre&i!, presented me with tea, tohaccos; and' toasted 
rein-deer meat, and lastly with the raw mditow 
pf “die tore legs, — the last I esteemed most, and 
when eaten in a frozen state, is in my opirpoii 
sujxsiior to any other luxury of the kind, exoejd; 
raw fish. He had purjiosely killed a rein-deer foa* 
me and sent me half ; I of course piesented him 
with some tobacco and powder, and upon the -de- 
mand of his wife* with a liottle of spirits, in- reiurii 
Iw which she gave me two red foxes. ■ ^ « 

‘ On the. third day we departed with fifty head f of 
i<^in-deer ; his whole herd consisting of aboilt two 
'thomiand ; fifteen were put at my disposal* while the 
resS'iWei’se retained for his own consUmptiotr^and 
emergencies. The Prince said, that as hone df Ms 
people knew the summer mountain route* he w^ld 
aoeompaiiy me. I took this as a good omen nights 
kindness to me, and his desire to forward ihe* oh 
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^ tlie result will, however, prove htw ifep 
I was mistaken. At ten miles we halted- in »» 
plfessant valley in a violent show storm. -The 
Tongousi wei’e not long before they pitched their: 
tent ? but I preferred tlie open pure air, u-ith all 
the annoyance of the snow, to the hm’boltr of 
a :clc6e place, and with such a filthy set : T wtHv» 
however^ do the Prince the justice to say^ that hsr 
l^^ed I ivouid take refuge in Ins tent; enlarging 
upon its comforts, &c. We continued onr^rontci 
thirty miles the next day ; the first half along the 
Vidley, and the other over the hills leading tt> the 
liver Torrourack, which we had crossed b^re*- 
The third day the laden rein-deer began to lag 
and droop ; the snow was very deep, and tlie 
nasten, or the melted and re-froren snow, was not 
siifficient to bear the animals. A rein-deer am* 
not carry above one hundred pounds upon his 
back, but with tluit and good roads they mays ilJe 
able to go thirty and forty miles : otherwisep sii 
or seven miles a day, when heavy laden, is: 
average. We shot a few partiidges, for the ifTom 
gousi in general have guns, and fxscured one ^ild 
rmri^eer, which last was equally divided between 
his i party and mine. The wild rein-deer are ^ ge;- 
nerally considered as of those who formerly !^i 
longed to them, hut had strayed away. By sewne 
little trickeiy ihvy are decoyed into their caiii|i»5 
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otherwkfe wild and rdn^leer have a uatuml 
aveisicm to one another. ' ; 

*i£Ehe fourth and fifth days we made but little 
progress, ; the weather was bad, and the reindeer 
dbop})ing off, for we had already lost four by fa* 
t%ue. . ; The Prince grew angry, and threatening; 
edherito leave me or carry me back, to tvhich^ as 
0® the one hand I folt no way inclined to submit* 
J was; careful on the other not to com|)©l him> by 
{wovoknag 'or abusive conduct, well knowing' ; the 
character of the Tongousi. We reached an ele-* 
vated pass in the mountains, which leads to the 
vicinity of Idgiga, but were unable to cross- 
owing to the state of the snow. The sixth day 
wfe renewed the attempt upon the passage, but 
were again compelled to give up, three laden rein* 
deer being dead, and the rest so Aveak as to: be 
unable to convey the carcases or the baggage. 
Thc: former was a sad loss to the poor man, 'but 
I could only pity him. We remained for thr©2 
days to recruit the rein-deer, and then deteinnined 
again to make for the Gmekon, and attempt the 
Jkmg passive with horses. The rejisons which in^ 
•fluenced us to turn back, appeared to me suffidb- 
ently strong j and as the Prince complained that 
hd bad not force sufficient to take my baggage; ? jI 
was obliged to destroy the gix'atep ; parti The 
moment Mr. Shoumieloff saw Avhat I was about. 
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he 5 a'emtmist mted uj)on the criiae ; askings why i; 
did hot the things to him ? as he could take 
them away for bhnself, although he wotdd not for 
ihfe. I said I would make him a present of nearly 
ad the baggage I had, if he would show me the 
way to Okotsk by the 20th of May^ : He-de? 
elided, anti I persisted in burning my clothing and 
liedding, for I felt convinced he had been doping 
me, compelling me, as he thought, to fori^e; niy 
l>aggage, that he might reap the beneht ; nor was 
the destruction of ray waidrobc of little impe^’t, , 
rigged out as I had been by Baron Wrangel and the 
generous inhabitants of the Kolyma. Finding I , 
was not to be outwitted nor dissuaded, he brought 
forwai'd the image of the virgin and the saint he 
was named after, saying that I must be a Iierctje 
and no priest of any country — he spit, swore, 
stfunped, and crossed himself like a madman. *.1 
nietely laughed at him, and although I shpuld ■ 
have had a laborious task to retrace my steps 
alone t‘0 the Omekon, 1 was determined to ru-U ? 
the riskj and complete the desolation by, burning 
every thing I bad which he would not carry, and: , 
wliieht was not actually necessaj’y to the swtson of 
tlie year. At length he told me it had been 
vioasly arranged that I should return to the 
Omekou ; and there in fact I re-arrived on the 
l ighteenth (kiv. rc-crossiog the Torrourack and 
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Bd’Ol^otirtwrs with tnucb diffiailty. The cminf*’. 
t5ry<'dvct' 'W h{«i lately wandered wastbajvl. 

reii^ but j[ji^sent(^ sorne fine seenery^^nuaierouij 
Idtkdg are seca j aud the wood is thick and < taH. It 
is-b feyourite resort of the Tongousij where th^ 
get' fiUe rnosS for the deer, good fishing, and plenty 
of’'S(|uirtel8 and foxes ; the latter alone serving to 
Ijay the yasack, as well as to purchase tlie few 
artit:lCs ‘ of nc(!essity and hixuiy which they re-' 
qtnit?,%t the annual fair held at Okotsk in the 
month of dune or July, according to the season. ’ 
Upon leaving the Prince ShoumielOfr, I puri- 
chased a fine mn-deer of him for the last of my 
tdhaiEy?o which I had bought at the OmekoUi The 
deer ihiglit weigh about one hundred and fifty 
iwiinds, which I thought a sufficient quantity of 
meat to enable me to reach Okotsk. The Ton- 
gousian again wished to steal a march uj)on me, 
irisistittg that he had not sold me the skin, but the 
meat. As I had no ted I was not disposed to 
te sd easily outwittcni, and therefore replied, that 
I Was not : obliged to kill the rein-deer utiiil i 
thought proi>ev; Init that when I did he should 
have the skin, provided he would accompany me 
for/ tfliat purjwse. Poor Shoumieloff felt much/ 
anrkiyed at teing thus matched, especially as the 
knife was ready to sacrifice the poor animal, 
which I. however, desisted to secure myself a bed. 
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Fresh horses having l>ecn ijrociiretl for me I 
left, for ever thoOmekon; receiving from my ©hi 
friend Gotossop a tjiiarter of a yonng bullock, and 
a deati horse for the use of the Yakuti : besides a 
})Ood and a half, or sixty iwunds, of rye flout*, and 
at least ten poods, or four Imndred pounds, of 
butter and sour milk. The first day we halted at 
ten miles on the banks of the Koudousou, at pre»> 
sent a large and rapid river full of floating ice, 
wMch rendered the passage of it on the fi^tlowing 
day highly dangerous, though we had a i sinaP 
canoe, which served to tow a horse over each 
time ; sts it was, the iK)or animal suffered mn.ch« 
On reaching the other side, my medical skill was 
called into requisition. I had got the credit of 
curing asthma, palsy, sore eyes, and the like, and 
as this was done gi’atis, I got many i>atients. 
HM I possessed a medical hook I might probably 
have done some good. . 

From the Koudouson the country was quite 
overflowed for twenty miles, exhibiting numcrqgi 
habitations perfectly insulated; indeed many of 
the people do ply about in canoes, keejiing thnu| 
for this case of emergency. My next route was 
on the right liank of the Kourounaksouta:, which^ 
like the other rivers in this valley, unites with -the 
Orackon. In the evening I had prepared, for luy 
supper wluit is tentied mlamatt. a mixture which 



OMEKON 


I foilhd Very palatable. It is rye flour boiled in 
butter, and reduced in thiekness, when boiling, 
to a substance like burgoo, or hasty puddings 
not unlike what I. had eaten when going down 
the Volga. The two following days we got tai 
very welb making near sixty miles over loW 
marshy swamps ; a brace of ducks were shot, and 
Wife passed the everting comfortably. 

Having re-ci’ossed the Koudousou, we reached 
the Kdrtkuy, also imiting with the Omekon, whete 
a chain of mountains commence, running to thfe 
south-east (md south-west. Our horses began 
now to suffer for want of food, as the pastures are 
better suited for rein-deer. There are hencej; 
from the Konkuy, two roads to Okotsk, one by 
the west, the other hy the east bank of the 
Okota : the former requires seven, the latter ten 
days to reach, without casualties. The foimer is 
over a level but continual swamp, the latter os’^er 
high and lugged stony mountains. I preferred the 
former, though with the chance of being detained 
from the rapidity of the river or the quantity 
Of loose ice, being willing to assist the horses of 
thfe poor Yakuti, as the mountain fottte affords 
but bad pasture and a worse road. 

We made thirty miles along a valley holiridfed 
by high peaked mountains, in a romantic sikif, 
and near a ra])ul of the Koudousou, whicli makes 
much noise. I observed a neat tomb, vvitli a cross 
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over it, to the memory of si Lamutor Tongoitsian 
prince, who had died here a few years ago,swUUe 
w'andering with his rein-deer. 

We were now much annoyed with a eon|sider- 
able fall of rain, and passed a bad night in 
eonsequence. Next day there was eyeiy, i^ppear^ 
aiicc of the rain continuing, find I reduced ithp 
allowance of meat one-half, not know nig ,hoj^dp]3g 
wc might be detained. A hurricane coming pn, <^e 
were obliged to halt, and were most unplea^ntly 
off in om’ wet leather clothes. As soon . a§ .po^| 
sible, however, we resumed our journey idong^l^ 
elevated valley, where the snow was soft apdi 
gerously deep, presenting nothing for a hre, 
for the support of the horses, nor a shriib pf, a,ny 
description to be seen. I have scarcely ever sepu 
a jdace whore the horses could not by scrui|ing 
with their feet reach the earth in search of; fopdi 
here, however, the thing was impossible, front, 
depth of the snow; and indeed the poor anintpls 
seemed to know it, as they woidd not waste 
strength in the attempt. The Yakuti put , on 
long faces at the obstructions we met witlpvneyer 
having witnessed such deep and difficult, pojyd^ 
for, in ordinary times, good pasturage is to be had 
iuithis part of the valley. . 5 

Thu hoises having to t^ontend with such diffi^ 
culties, (jur jourriey was conthmed on loot jVly 
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J gaVe up tu one of the giiides;; in 
consideration of Kis being very iieavy, while, for 
myself, with a quick inotibn, my weight was not 
sufRcient to permit my sinking in the snow : in 
tasb I 'had, the guide with snow-shoes was hflsar 
to render ine assistance. We were now frequently 
compelled to wander about on the Imrdcrs of 
precipices^ directing our route by the shade or 
djflJearance of the snow ; habit having accustomed 
me, as well as the people of the coimti’y, to a 
prdity accurate calculation whether or not the 
Snow Would bear me. I have even seen the 
homes reftise to iwocecd, their sagacity in that 
Case being equal to man’s : nor wdll the leading 
dog of a narte, if be is good, nm the vehicle into 
a track where there is deej) snow^ or water. 

The third tenable day brought us to a solitary 
tree, from which many horsehair offerings were 
sttis^hded. Having overcome this abominable 
rbtibe, no less than sixty miles, in the evening 
We reached a fertile spot, and halted on the hanks 
of a lake from which, it is said, the ri vers OkMa 
aiid Koudousou, running in counter-direction.s, 
Ka^ their source ; a circumstance which recalled 
to m;^ recollection those words in ah able Work 
by Mr. Barrow ui^on rivers, wherein it is said, 
fliat ’“ although it is not a physical impOssihility 
thht two rivers shonld (low in opposite, or indeed 



OMEKON. 


3:82 

in miy dircctitm, out of the same lake, yet the 
contrary approaches so near to an axiom in geo- 
graphy, that no instance is jwirhaps known of 
such an occurrence;” nor is it unworthy of re- 
mark, that, while I was writing this, I read 
in the Literai’y Gazette of a similar circum- 
stance having been reported by the Esquimaux ; 
indeed, from charts which I have mnee seen, of 
that part of the world, I have no doubt of the 
fact. Query, do not several rivers emanate fhwn 
the Baikhal and Caspian Seas, or Za to? 

\Vc had now only one day’s meat left, but were 
fortunate in shooting a couple of partridges. Which 
the> guides brought me. We had still some rye 
flour, and butter, and with that ho])cd to cross the 
river, and leacli our destination, without any sub- 
seipent difficulty. At four in the morning we 
liad 13^ of frost by Reaumur, and at noon 73^ of 
heat of Fahrenheit. After forty miles of severe 
travelling we at length reached the river, which 
waj5 to close this terriide journey, and which Was 
full of shoals and rapids, and may be declared 
unless. The islands in it abound with birches, 
larches, and alders, as also with the poplar^ and a 
few pines. There is also an abundance of wild 
bfeirtes of a fine flavour ; and the pastures arO ex- 
tjeedingly ridi. The scenery was, in many places, 
highly beautiftd ; and the river afforded a w/vel 
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sjKxtacle, being ixmfined by the most beautiful 
natural quays of crystal ice, while the river actu- 
ally roared from the velocity of its cureent. 

As we continued our melancholy route we fell 
in with two white liears Ijound to the north, but 
fear* pi'pbably on either side, kept us apart. Still 
qloug the Okota, we reached twenty-five miles, 
the horses enjoying very fine pastures, but our 
previsions entirely at an end. The rains had 
again overtaken us, and were rapidly swelling 
the rivers. Of the last of the rein-deer, the 
flesh was so far gone that I could not eat it : 
the tYakuti, however, are so fond of putrid meat, 
termed: in England game, for indeed it was 
nothing else, that they finished it, regretting 
only that it was .so little in quantity. The 
second day without food, and in a torrent of 
rain, we made near fifty miles, the horses swim- 
ming and wading through thirty or forty little 
repd streams. These are formed by the rains 
and the melting of the snow from the extern 
range of elevated mountains : they subside and 
dry;, up about the month of September. We 
lost; one iiorse, which was carried by the stream 
iflto the Okota. ? 

y At length by great labour we reached the fbrdri 
ingyplace at the Okota. It was, however, inajjos- 
sible to attempt it, the guides observing, that the 
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hoi*ses might ])nss the rivev, hut not loaded. We 
therefore halte<i, and next morning found a place 
where there was a canoe on the opimsite bank. 
Thereupon unloading the horses, we turned them 
into the river, and they all reached the opposite 
bank in safety. The question then was hovif to 
get the canoe over ; I was the only pei'son who 
could swim, but the water was still so cold that I 
felt no preference to that mo{le. Necessity at last 
compelled me, and having procured a 8h(«*t stout 
juece of drift wood, which was very buoyant, 1 
crossed at a narrow part of the stream, with a 
leather thong fast to my waist. The rapidity of 
the stream carried me down above a hundixid 
yardxS, but the Yakuti, keeping, by a soil of run, 
in a parallel line, were ready to haid me hack, if 
necessary. I however reached in safety ; and, 
instantly throwing off my clothes, took violent 
exercise. The breadth of the swimming pail 
might only have liecn fifteen or twenty yards, 
and across the strength of the stream possildy 
not more than four of five yards; yet I barely 
accomplished it. The feat was thankfully ac- 
knowledged by the astonished Yakuti, wlum 1 
returned with an excellent canoe. 

Tiord Byron swam the HellesjKmtj and John 
Gochiune the Okota. Of the two feats, minovpas 
surely the most dilficult ; his lordship was neither 
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fatigued, hungry, nor cold, nor comi)e]led to his 
undertaking; wliile I had each and all of those 
evils to contend with. 

By perseverance we reached twenty inUcvS far- 
ther’, halting at one of the fishermen’s suinmer 
villages, 1 broke open all the cellars in search 
of fish, but was not so fortunate as to find any. 
The evejiing prov ing fine, we aired and dried our 
clothes in lieu of suppei*, .and next day, over a 
rugged, but well wooded country, walke(.l and 
rode twenty miles, (mcamping upon the left 
hank of theModon ; one solitary partridge be- 
ing the day’s food for four people. Ti»e Okota 
here l)ecomes foriuidahh* from the waters oi' the 
Nater and Modon, which enter it from o])posite 
points. The former river incovivcnieuced us 
much, we being obliged to for(i it tliree times 
in the short space of seven miles, and witli no 
inconsiderable risk. After the passage of tJie 
Mater, ascending an elevated and rugged moun- 
tain, whence we enjoyed a tine v iew of the sur- 
rounding country, we descended and entered 
upon a swampy ovei'flooded country, covertni witli 
fallen trees, which impeded our progres.s terriWy. 
A desolated forest was our companion for many 
miles; here and there we found a few berrios, 
especially of the moroshka (rubi-is chamaeraorus), 
a yellow berry about the size of a strawberry ; 

voi.. I. 2 c 



there were also some bilberries. We halted on 
ait island where the remains of a post-house are 
to be seen. It rained during tUe night, and we 
liad some heavy thunder, a sound liecoine un- 
usual to me. 

The next day, about one mile farther, we 
reached the junction of the Arka and Okota^ but 
they had swollen so much from the rains, that we 
were again detained. I therefore went in stiarch 
of game with our Yakut’s gun, but unhappily the 
{)owder, which had been kept in a rag, was so wet 
as to be entirely useless ; we had, therefore, no- 
thing but patience left, indejiendent of four fat 
horses, which my finances w'oidd not allow me to 
sacrifice. The poor Yakuti would willingly have 
allowed it, but I could not think of permitting 
them, ui)on my account, to suffer so great a lass, 
and therefore determined to let them act as for 
theii* own welfai’e, knowing, as I did, that none 
of their nation would deem it necessary to. kill 
a good horse till his owner had been nine days 
wdtbout animal food. 

; The number of islands in the river increased 
to an astonishing degree the velocity of the stream 
in the channel, which brings down with it im- 
mense masses of ice, and trees ; and even hwl I 
bt?en possessed of a canoe, or had the river been 
more traiupiil, it apfa-ared impossil)k: foiv the 



TIIK OKOTA. 


387 

horses to ascend the quays on the opposite bank, 
which run into the river in a shelving manner 
eight or ten feet out of the water. Now and 
then a mass of ice, or a tree, would strike tlie 
quay, and tearing away the shelving pai’t, would 
leave a j^erpeiidicular spot of some yards. I 
walked along the banks of the river in search of 
a place to cross, but in vain ; we therefore began 
to fell timber, to be employed in the formation 
of a raft, if necessary. More rain came in the 
evening, and w'e passed an unpleasant night, 
anxiously watching the rise or fall of the river. 
We had eaten nothing for two days, and only a 
few berries on the two preceding them. At 
noon of the following day I had completed 
the raft, and as I felt extremely hungry, deter- 
mined to attempt the passrige of the I’iver with 
one Yakut and the Cossack. The other Yakut I 
left with the horses, as he could not possibly 
jjerish for want of food, and appeared only anxious 
for the necessity which should compel him to 
knock one of the animals uj)on the head,— that 
is, that the nine days should expire. To starve 
on one side of the river, be drowned in it, or 
die Upon the other side, appeared alike to me ; 
and I accordingly embarked our little baggage 
xipon the raft, composed of ten logs of trees about 
fifteen feet long, crossed by five others , aixd again 
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crossed by two more, to form a seat for the per- 
son taking charge of the baggage, which was 
lashed to the raft. The spars wei-e lashed to- 
gether by leather thongs, and two or thret' lea- 
ther bags wei’c cut tip to increase their length. 
Each spar was also connected to the one on each 
side of it by three grummets formed out of the 
green branches of the trees on the banks of the 
rivei’ ; and the raft appearetl to me strong enough 
to I'csist a severe concussion. We also provided 
ourselves with drift spai's, formed into oars, to 
seiwe to steer, and assist in gaining the shore 
should an accident ha])pen. My papers and 
journals Avere fastened round my body, and I 
took my station in the bow', in order that I might 
avoid danger, and keep in the centi’c of the 
river. 

It was with difficulty we moved our vessel 
into the main channel, from the number of ed- 
dies ; but having once reached it, we descended 
in a most astonishing rnanner, sometimes ac- 
tually making the head giddy as we passed the 
branches of trees, rocks, or islands. No accident 
happening, and the river widening, I began to 
congratulate my companions on the probability of 
breakfasting the next day in Okotsk ; but as yet I 
had not got upon the proper side of the stream, the 
islands and shoals pei’jietually turning us off. The 
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Cossack and Yakut continued in a state of alat’in, 
not entirely without cause, for upon rounding a 
point of land, we observed a» large tree jutting 
into the river, with a tremendous and rapid surf 
running over it, the bi'anches of the tree preventing 
the raft from passing over the body of it, w^hich 
was so deep in the water as to preclude a hope 
of escaping with life, — it was at least impossible 
to avoid being wi'ccked. The Cossack and Yakut 
crossed, themselves, while I was quietly awaiting 
the result in the bow. We struck, and such was 
the force of the rebound, that I Avas in hopes we 
should have been thx’own outside the shaft in the 
subsequent approach. I was, however, disap- 
pointed, for the forepart of the raft was actually 
sucked under the tree, and the afterpart rose so 
high out of the water, that it comjdetely turned 
over, bringing the baggage under water ; the 
wliole, thiai, with the \'akut and Cossack, pro- 
ceeded down the streaixi, and fortunately brought 
up upon an island alxout one liundred yards below. 
In the mean wdiile my situation avus dangerous ; 
being in the bow, I coidd not hold on the raft as 
ray companions had been able to do, for fear of 
being jammed in between the raft and the tree. 
I therefore quitted my hold, and, with infinite 
difficulty, clung to the outer branches on the rapid 
side of the tree ; ray lanly was sucked under, 
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rti)d no pai't of me was out of the water but iny 
head and arms. I could not long remain in such 
a state; and making, therefore, one vigorous 
ellbrt, on the success of which it was clear my 
life depended, I gained the top of the tree. I W'as 
throwing off my upper park, w^hen the l)ranch 
gave w ay, and I dropped down, half drowming, 
to the island. It was a fortunate circumstance 
that the raft upset, as otherwise it could not have 
brought up at the island ; which it did in con- 
sequence of the l*aggage lashed to the raft lading 
so deep in the water. 

Our situation, notwithstanding, upon the 
island was by no means j)leasant. On cither 
side of us was a rapid cliannel, .and I was as far 
as ever from aeeomjilishing the object I had in 
view; which was th;U of getting upon the right 
bank of the river : for then I might expect to 
reach some habitation, there being none upon 
the left bank nearer than six hundi’ed miles, half 
way to Idgiga. My fii'st care was to changt? my 
wet clothes, and w'arm myself by exercise; the 
next W'^as to unlash and land the bsiggage, and 
to' save as nmch of the raft as possible, our de- 
liverance depending upon it. By hard work we 
accomplished it ere the sun had set ; after wdiieh 
it soon began to be very cold. The appearance 
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of the night was unfavourable, as it foreboded 
rain; it would therefore have been highly indis- 
creet to remain longer than necessary; as the 
river might, in one night, so increase as to cover 
the island. 

To launch a raft into the channel I could not 
attempt, as by that time it would be dark, and we 
should certainly meet with the saine accident, and 
probably worse results. I therefore walked to- 
wards the end of the island, till I came opposite to 

li 

a large tree which had fallen from the continent 
nearly half way across the narivUvest part of the 
channel, which might be about fifty or sixty feet. 
To swim through the central part of it was impos- 
sible ; but it appeared to me probable, Avith the 
help of nautical ingenuity, to save not only our- 
selves, l)ut also the baggage ; and ■ this I accom- 
plished in a true sailor-like fasliion. 

The baggage and sj)ars were first removed from 
the place of wreck to that we pur[)osed departing 
from. These spars were, as I have said, about 
fifteen feet long ; a length Avliich would not more 
than one-third reach to the tree, allowing a pro- 
portion to be within the beach. I therefore placed 
the heaviest baggage in the water, consisting of 
four bags laslicd together, to which I lashed the 
inner ends of two of the stoutest spars, keeping a 
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line fast to the outer ends, to prevent the strength 
of the stream from carrying them down. 1 .should 
say, that the place where I sunk the baggage was 
past the parallel of the tree to which I desired to 
get, five or six feet, in order that the last of the 
studding sail booms which I should rig out, miglit 
come on the rapid side of the tree, and thus form 
a bridge. I then carried out two more spars, and 
lashed their centres to the outer ends of the tvx) 
fii^st spars, while the inner ends were la.shed to the 
centre of the two inner spars : the second two spaivs 
had also a guy fastened to their outer ends, as a 
support. I had now reached within eight or nine 
feet of the tree, a space including the most rapid 
i)art of the stream. I accordingly sent o/ie more 
.spar, drojiping it between the others in such a 
manner that it should fall tides way of, and two 
or three feet 1 leyond, the nearest part of the tree. 
Of course it retpiired no guy, and but one inner 
lashing, as it could not get adrift or fall to leeward, 
unless the tree gave way. My reason for sending 
one spar ut last was to prevent, as much as possi- 
ble, an extra surf ; for as it was, I had great diffi- 
culty in reaching the tree. The Cossack followed 
in safety : but of comrse I could not expect the 
Yakut to attempt it ; the bare idea was death to 
him. I therefore retunied ; and making another 
long line out of leather strips, from two l>ags, I 
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flung it over to the Cossack, keeping one end fast 
to the island. My bridge thus appeared : 


Cmiimnb 


u 


^xland 


iil 


n 

Laihliij 

\ \ Lashinff 


To enable ine to terry over my Yakut, the hfig- 
gage, and lastly myself, I converted the bridge 
into a raft, which had a line fast to it from eacli 
side of the river, the Cossack liauling it to his side, 
and I back again. When it came to my turn, I 
had not the advantage of a clieck line, for there 
was no place to make it fast to. The consequence 
was, in I’Ouuding the tree the raft upset, and I 
got a severe ducking. I held on, however, and 
was pulled ashore in such a state, from the effects 
of the cold, that my clothes became like a firm 
casing, of ice. Notwithstanding I could not but 
be thankful for two such escajwjs ; the last of 
which, I suppose, occiirred at ten o’clock at night. 

We immediately had recoiu'se to flint and steel, 
to produce fire, which was ^oon iuund to be im~ 
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possible, as the tinder was all wet. A forest of 
fine trees, most of them in a fit state to burn, in- 
spirited us, and my Yakut soon produced fire by 
friction. From the danger of perishing by cold, 
I w’as now hurried into that of being consumed by 
fire. Tlie lieight of the grass and the diyness of 
the wood all around w^ere such, that the whole 
fore.st was enveloped in flame, and we w'crc 
obliged to work hard to ])revent its being fatal 
to us. 

This immense fire raging round us had the 
effect of inducing the other guide to swim the 
horses across the river to our relief, either sup- 
posing we were there, or that other assistance to 
himself was at hand : a service which must have 
lx!en performed with no small difficulty or peril. 
For the sake of the Yakut! it was a happy accom- 
plishment; as from the general want of food, and 
the distance to their home, it was impossible for 
them to have returned without a Iresh supply. 
Now, upon the right bank of the river Okota, we 
were certain of assistance in twenty-four hours. 
The distance we had arrived by the winding of 
the river was fifteen or sixteen miles ; but in a 
diiect line to the junction of the Arka and Okota 
not more than three mUes ; so that the fu-e was 
readily distinguished by the Yakut I had left with 
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the horses. I therefore felt delighted with his 
good conduct in having so well divined our situa- 
tion ; and the night was passed in drying our 
clothes, and pi’cparing to resume the journey the 
following day. The appearance of the raft, upon 
the second trip, was thus : 



The third day without any food iiud now pass- 
ed ; and the fifth, with only a few berries to keep 
oui; spirits up, had arrived, when, on the dawn of 
the sixth ( 1 8th June), we again took to the horses, 
foi’ded the Rounar; and passing over a mountain- 
ous and sterile countiy, for near forty miles, ar- 
rived at the habitation of a Yakut Prince called 
Gregory Grosmoft', upon an island in the Okota. 
My host was neither civil nor hospitable ; but by 
a sort of force I got some horse-meat from him, 
and which I considered, at that time, a great de- 
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licacy, added to some bread which I procured from 
tlie sailoi’s and carpenters employed in felling tim^ 
her for the dock-yard of Okotsk. 

Fresh horses were given to me at this station, 
and I proceeded on to Okotsk. The route lay 
through some fine park-like scenery, and then over 
a thick sandy forest of tall pine trees ; the weather 
was most unfavourable, as it rained hard. At 
length I reached the eastern sea-coast, that is, 
the North Pacific Ocean, and was compelled to 
halt at a miserable hut, affording scarcely a 
shelter from the elements. The following morn- 
ing, to assist the Yakuti, who begged of me tp 
leave their horses in the pasture, I paddled along 
the stream to the old town of Okotsk and caffr 
ing on the ijolice-master, was by him, in the gor 
vernment boat, carried over, with all the formality 
and respect due to my rank, to the abode of the 
chief of Okotsk, Vladimir Ushinsky, than whom 
I have never found a better man, or one w'ho jmjs- 
sesses more real goodness of heart, under the most 
severe and forbidding countenance. 

I was provided with quarters at the abode of 
the police-master, whose brother had that day 
been drowned in floating a raft down the Okota, 
not far from where I was wrecked. I waited 
upon the chief of Okotsk, as sqon as I could put 
on a clean dress afforded me through the kindness 
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of a Mr. Gardner, a Bostonian, settled in Okotslc 
as an agent or retail trader. The Chief felt mxich 
surprised at my haggard and miserable appear- 
ance. My face was completely frosted, and bore 
the effects of exposure to the wind in no ordinary 
degree. My long red beard, longer red locks, and 
alinost frightful asj>ect, now suggested to me tiie 
propriety of shaving myself, as well as of getting 
my hair cut, neither of which I had permitted for 
fifteen months. To this measure, however, I did 
not consent till I had determined, in consequence 
of the information I received, and the general cir- 
cumstances attending my situation, to return to 
Euroi)o. I did, however, shave in the forenoon, 
and had my hair also cut; and receiving as a 
jwesent a surtout and pair of hlue trowsers, I l)e- 
came once more a genteel dressed man. 

Through the hospitality and kindness of Captain 
iJshinsky, I was enalded to pass a most pleasant day 
in the agreeable company of the officers both of the 
naval and civil service of Okotsk. The chief had 
long been expecting me, and continued so to expect 
until he heaixl of my departure Yakutsk ./«/• 

the Kolyma ; when, to use his own expression, 
** he gave me up for lost.” I do, however, say, that 
whatever are his, and may be others’ opinions, 
I feel certain that one half the difficulties, and; 
nearly all the dangers and expostires to which 
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travellers, in any ciimate, are most commonly sub- 
jected, and of which they so jnuch complain, arc 
the result of either theii* own physical incompe- 
tency, or want of prudential foresight. I certainly 
do not understand making much ado about no- 
thing, nor writing expensive quartos upon a sub- 
ject which might be compressed into a duode- 
cimo, so far as regards the value of the informa- 

♦ 

tion ; but this I do understand, that were a simi- 
lar, and apparently a difficult, journey left open 
for me to jiciform, which could in the least 
tend to the benefit of mankind, and, in the 
event of .ntceeft-f, to my own advantage, I wotild 
no more think of refusing to undertake such a 
journey, tlian I would that of exploring Africa 
to-morrow ; for which purpose, and with slender 
means, I am I’eady in six hours. I did utter these 
sentiments at Okotsk ; I have now again uttered 
them in England : conscious that my, plan is eco- 
nomical, prudential, and feasible. 
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Reasons for determining to return to Europe — Description of 
Okotsk — Observations on the Navigation of the Amour — 
Kurile Islamls — St. Peter and St. Paul’s — Captains Va- 
silieff ’s and Kotzebue’s Expeditions. 

The circumstanees which induced me to deter- 
mine upon a return to Europe, previously visiting 
Kaintt:hatka, I will beg to lay bet'ore niy readers, 
in the words of part of a letter I addressed to the 
same purport, to tlie Governor-general of Siberia. 
It is as follows : 

‘•Okotsk, July 8, 1821 . 

MOST EXCEI.1.ENT SIH, 

Prom the river Kolyma I had last the honour 
of addressing your Excellency ; since when I have 
come over a large tract of desolate country, nearly 
two thousand miles, with great labour and some 
jKiril. The difficulties I have had to contend with 
surpass every thing of the kind I have before seen, 
and required every exertion of mine to contiuer ; 
which I did not do under seventy-five days of hard 
labour. My route lay along the Kolyma, Zyzanka, 
Indigirka, Omekon, and Gknta ; all of which are, 
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at this season of the year, large, rapid, dangerous, 
and almost impassable rivers. Besides these, there 
are numei’ous other stream.s, as well as lofty moun- 
tains of frozen snow, large overflowed marshes, 
crowded and decayed forests, and halt-frozen lakes, 
which present themselves in every part of this 
journey : suffering at the same time cold, min, 
hunger, and fatigue, with forty-five nights’ expo- 
sure to the snow; at times without fire in a frost 
of thirty degrees ; and latterly, five days being 
passed without fo(}d ; never having seen an indi- 
vidual duiing four hundred miles, and but one 
habitation in tlie extent of one thousand ; being 
frequently bewildei’ed and lost in the snow moun- 
tains; — all these circumstances tend to wear}" and 
dispirit a traveller upon a .like journey, and render 
him incapable of addi'cssing your Excellency in a 
proper style. But I am unwilling to allow a jwst 
to escape, without communicating iriy j>ast and 
future movements. 

‘‘I was induced to undertake the late journey 
in order that I might reach Okotsk in time to pro- 
ceed to Ameiica or Karntchatka, as circumstances 
should render most desirable or necessaiy : other- 
wise the proper route from the Kolyma to Okotsk 
is via Yakutsk, the route of the Omefcon having 
he^n discontinued thirty years, in consequence of 
the difficulties and perils which ever attend it. 
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“ I waited upon the chief of Ofcotsk, who Te» 
ceived rne with distinguished hospitality and 
friendship, and who informed me that there was 
HO vessel of any description lying in the port 
bound to America; and, although two vessels 
were expected to arrive in the course of thc sum^ 
mer; it was by no means certain or probable that 
eiriier of them would return tf> the opiK)site con*? 
tioent during the same season. Such being the 
case, the Chief of Okotsk, agreeable to a Tequest 
I made, has consented to my embarking in the 
Imperial transport, bound to Kamtchatka : there 
I pur[)ose passing the remainder of the summer 
in travelling about the penuisula, and propose 
to return to this place by way of Idgiga,. during 
the early part of the winter, and thence to Eu- 
rope, where I hope to arrive in the fall of the 
ensuing year, passing through such places in Si- 
Ijeria as I could not visit upon my outward 
journey. 

“ The circumstances which have arisen since 
iny last letter to your Excellency, are such as 
to render useless my proceeding to America, 
even if a conveyance pfl'ered; but, as no oppop^- 
tunity does ejuat, I must remain a long time ip 
Okotsk if I persist in my plan. Thus I ho{« 
that your Excellency and the Imperial Goyeyp^ 
ment will pot feel displeased with me, ip cop- 

voi.. I. 2 D 
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M4^i'&tion of the reasons I have given for retrac- 
ing iny steps^ in preference to proceeding beyond 
the {leuinsula of Kamtchatka. ■: ? 

, “ Your Excellency is well aware that the ob- 
ject I ha<l in view, when I uhdertooJc this long 
and jiainfnl journey, was, first to a^ertain the 
si^ation of Shelatskoi Noss, tlien to cross iroin 
Asia to America, at Behring’s Strai(^> and trace 
the. latter continent as far as posriWe to the 
uortlr-east. . 

“ The first preblein is entirely solv^ by - the 
fortunate issue of Baron Wrangel’s expedition. 
The north-east boundary of Asia being thus 
established beyond all doubt, I eoidd novlpi%er 
have any reason for remaining in the vkinity 
of the Kolyma, which place I accordingly quit^ 
tt?d the moment the fair held with the Tehufct 
tchi, upon the Aiiiuy, was finished. , ’ ^ • 

. “ My original desire or intention of proceed^ 
ing to America is now become as delicate as 
was my rituation on the Kolyma, as a naval ejt- 
pedition is there also, having the same objeefc 
i^, view that I have. I cannot be allowed to 
apt with them, for ihe re^^ Before ass%iied : 
i ii?Ulfn# act a^inst them; and, therefore, Ji 
cannot act at all. It would- be madness: and 
presumption in me, to attempt a task of the 
kind while an extiedition. is there. 1 canimt get 
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to Behring’s Bis'aits but with then* asristanete, 
or that of the , '3''chufctchi, and thus I cannot 
get there at all, and can only wish for a sudces^ 
fill termination of Captain Vassilieff’s exertions. 
Should that oflScer withdraw entirelyj I will here- 
sriRier undertake the same journey, and may pd^ 
sibly do that by good fortune Which even more 
zesd and-talents cannot execute ! 

Had I known, when in Europe, of the Cxpe^ 
ditions on the Kolyma and in Behring’s Straits, 
I do not think 1 should have taken this route to 
employ and improve myself. I shall, howevei», 
remember my journey with gratitude, pleasure, 
and pride. I confess to your Excellency that I 
do not see the necessity for contimiing my jour- 
ney merely fw the sake of consistency, f am 
not afraid of the task, and I am as happy in a 
wild desert as in a proud capital; but I conceive 
I can better employ myself, more improve my- 
self, and possibly do better altogether. I have 
nUich to see and learn during the ensuing fifteeii 
months which I shall pass in Siberia^ and, there^ 
fore, I hope I am about to adopt that line of 
colsduct whtehv under all the circumstahees of 
Ihe CTuse* appears most proper, however miich t 
r^ret the necessity of retracing my steps: I 
have the* honour to be,” &c. ’ ! 

Such were the ideas suggested to me, and such 
2 1 ) 2 
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# 1 ^ IHe ' tondttct ‘ I felt it tiec^sriry to ad(^t,'4h 
iiofefe^uenee of the convention I had with the 
(Mef Of Okotsk, and the head of the AmcriOan 
Company, who told me that he had no idea of 
ahy voxels offering this year for the- opposite eMi- 
tihfetiti; No'other vessel could offery aa - the po#ts 
e»f Okotsk and Kanitchatka had become shat 
strangers sinee I had left 8t. Peteribuiig^ thns, 
iirf ^ct, eOmpeUing me to adopt the - most proper 
line of conducts as will hereafter appear,* up<m «^ 
arrival at Kamtchatka. I wilh thereforej ab^ain 
froth torching any more upon that point until ! 
i^aach that peninsula, and content myselfi with 
’ Viewing the wonders of Okotsk. ' 

Okotsk is Situated in the north-east part of a 
bay ftained by the rivers Okota and Kouktiii^ and 
is approaching to more respect and consideration 
f than it ever did before, owing, I believe, princi- 
pally the active and honest exertions of i the 
'lU'eSent chief. The town was formerly situated 
dn a low sandy beach close to the .sea-sMe. 

' VixposttreJ and inconvenience were never pmnted 
•btft'tillby the late chief, now commanding' at lifa- 
ktitxkv Who was in consequence ordered to trans- 
fer the town from the old to the new site, which 
is on the left bank of the Okota, as the old ©he 
Was on the right. The order for the removal has 
been issued several years, yet little was <fone till 
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lately ; ev?n at present, the new site contains but 
the government buildings, and those belonging to 
a few of the Cossacks and sailors. I’he inwe con- 
siderable part^ which are erecting by the Ame- 
rican Company will, it is said, be transferred iu- 
ther in the ensuing winter. The plan upon which 
the town is building is good, and when finished, 
will be* after Barnaoule, the neatest place in Sibe- 
ria^ although upon a small scale, for there me pot 
amrc' than fifteen or sixteen hundred fpeoplc; in .it. 
The countiy round Okotsfc is highly productive 
’ in, fine timber, in consequence of which a dock- 
yard has been made, and some fine vessels have 
been built, to enable the government to transpoi't 
provisions to Idgiga and Kamtchatka. 

'i The chief of Okotsk is generally a captain of 
the navy of the second rank, and subject only to 
i the orders of the Governor-general of Siberia, 
althor^h the Governor of Irkutsk has some power 
in eivU cases. At present, the establishment con- 
sists of three captains and four lieutenants,; with 
eOiTCsponding officers of all classes# and nearly, 
hundred seamen and artificers; the allowance for 
maintaining and paying whom is less than two 
f thousand pounds pm> annum, independent of their 
bread, which is about eight thoiteand bushols. 
t;The people are employed in building vessels and 
sto»*ehouses, in rij^ing and sailing the former, 





aad taJing the latter with ilpur and stores. The 
receiving and sending qf dour is a serious 
and laborious duty, and open to much almse and 
pilfering. Besides these works, there is a salt 
concern under the charge of an officer who comv 
mands the ccmvicts, at present ninety in numher* 
the maintenance of whom, including provisions^ 
dbthiug, and pocket-money, is about a thousand 
pounds per annum. These extraordina^ 
pmises are occasioned by the allowance of dojdjln 
rarions, in consideration of their hard work. ThO 
allowance to a convict is as follows ;-~-Eighty' 
pounds of rye flour for each man per month, one 
hundred and twenty pounds of the same flour for 
each man who has a wife, and forty pounds in adt 
cUtion for each child, male or female. Each man 
is aha allowed ten i>omids of oatmeal, or rfeef and 
tw[qiity pounds of butter per month. They are 
also allowed two complete suits of clothings tand 
about twenty shillings per annum in moheyir 
Such an alloumnce of provisions is commepdaUje 
and lfeeral; indeed it is so great, that the pomv 
wnetebes are enabled to sell onC'^half of the bread 
for the purchase of tea, sugar, and meat ; pud of 
tire latter^ there is not so much necessity,, when 
the superabundant fpiantity of fish is taken mto 
consideration > which is so great that I belfeve ? 
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from twelve to fifreen hundred dogs are lied with 
it during the greater part of the year. 

The qu®atity of salt made by the convicts is 
about two thousand five hundred poods, or- one 
thousand six hundred bushels, which is sold alike 
to rich and poor, at the rate of three shillings -a 
bushel, equal to two hundred and fifty pounds 
for. sixteen hundred bushels ; so that the salt, 
although a necessary, is a losing establishment 
of seventy-five per cent. The liberality mid c«a»- 
sideration of the Emperor upon this head cannot, 
therefore, hut be duly appreciated. 

/There are also at Okotsk fifty Cossacks, whose 
aUowance of flour is thirty poods or one thousands 
two hundred pounds weight per annum> and oat- 
meal and butter in proportion. The children 
Wave half that allowance, and widows and orphans 
are considered as entitled to the same, thus bring- 
iiig the Establishment of Okotsk to about two 
hundred and fifty thousand roubles, or ten thou- 
sand pounds pei‘ annum. To meet this^ the 
jrasack, or tribute, paid by Yakuti and TongEUid 
is two thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight 
rottUes^ OP less than one hundred and twenty 
{Kumds, and the duties upon irnpcwted goods' 
nmPuntedv in three years, to less than sevaa 
hundred pounds. These are the only soiii^s 
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of ; re»pe»%ie to Oldotsk, if I except that, axiiang* 
fi-om the American Company, who are supposed 
to pay a tenth of their imports to the. crown, at 
8t. Petersburg, as also a tenth of the fiirs iniT 
ported from Kamtchatka ; neither of which pay- 
mmits take place, I believe, in so correct a man- 
ner as they should. i-i 

Of the ex|)enses of building and fitting out, a 
transport brig of one hundred and sixty to one 
hundred and eighty tons, I have the . account, 
which states it at less than two thousand poundfe ; 
the building was one half the amount of the 
stores, and their transport from Irkutsk the other 
half. ; Upon the whole, however, the vessels - 
eminently strong, and worth the money. The, art 
of ship-building has considerably improved, if I 
inay jddge from the different samples lying in 
pkotsk ; three brigs have been built within the last 
three years, which ought to last at least twenty. 

finch are the official returns of Okotsk. Of the 
state . of society little can be said, no merchants 
residing in it, and the chief being the only mar- 
ried man belonging to the navy, and but three or 
who heve wives, that belong to the civil ser^- 
yice j in short, there is very littile soctefey, , and less 
^imation, although a school has been established 
by .the present diicf, which may Imreaftcr do well, 
if the existing discipline be kept up. There are 
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seventy-:^ boys in it» who cost! notbiwg eitlier* tb 
the empire or their families, l>eing stippoited oh 
the, so called, economy money ^1. e. the money saved 
from the snms allowed by government for the 
maintenance of the equipage, which saving the 
present Governor, much to his honour and tTedit, 
employs for the education and other benefit of the 
chMren. 

/sjMuch credit is also due to the exertions of Gap^ 
tain: IMiinsky, in having redressed many Of the 
grievances under which the aborigines laboUr^i 
as' well as the abuses in the public departments; 
Formerly, when an officer wanted inoneyi he had 
only to go to the dock-yard, and take such things 
foora it- as he could sell to raise it ; and so recently 
has this abuse been exercised, that an officer; 
high in rank, did, even in the last year, take 
articles to a considerable amount from one Of th6 
storehouses ; not in a shy or shamefaced manner, 
feto Openly i as an act justified by habit and long 
Usage, and not at all questionable. I cart see rto 
reason why such conduct should be praetisOd herd, 
as all officers receive double pay and esitra piOVi^ 
stonsi besides being always considered as Iregui^ 
braddrs ; indeed it has, since my retvirti fronr Si- 
l*eria, been sanctioned by authority/ that officers 
ite certain de|)artmetits or situations ihay trade. 
The consequences will lie most fatal to the' poor 
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aborigines^ and most destructive to the interest 
the fair trader, who is taxed to an amount of at 
l^ij^ ten per cent, per annum upon the capital he 
professes to trade with. ^ 

I’he abuse.s under which this persecuted raeOnf 
aborl^nes have existed, I shall forbear to men- 
tam. I will, however, give two samples of the 
inanrter in which an avaricious chief may make 
Ms 'fortune.; 

A Yafoit applied to the orderly CJosshck of the 
pi’esOnt chief who spoke the language of the Ya- 
kutij stating that he wished to speak to the Chief 
in private. The poor fellow was admitted, vrhen 
he beckoned the interpreter to withdraw. This, 
however, was impossible, as the man^ who kept 
Ms hand in his breast, could not speak a WOlxl cf 
Russian. The chief demanded what he wanted ; 
stUi he declined answering in the prepuce Of the 
Cossack. At last, after many entreaties, he ptdied 
out a paper from his bosom, and gave it to' the 
cMef, at the same time kissing Ms knee ; and obi 
serving that he was a poor man and had never 
Ijeen to Okotsk Ijefore. The paper was opened 
and found to contain a hundred roubievSy neaidy 
five pounds. The cMef dernaaded the purposie 
of the money ; and by reasoning with awl tlireati 
cning the iwor fellow^ he at last got out - the 
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truth, which w»s,^ — ^^thut an old custom prevailed 
amoaig the Yakuti, in order to enaUe the chief of 
Qkotsk to live well and support his station, tliat 
every Yakut should pay upon his fii-st entry into 
Okcdsk, a sort of poll-^tax to the chief ; and that 
he» the Yakut, in common with the rest, had now 
only to continue the custom, and to express his 
r^et that; he was so poor a man as not to be 
able to do more. I need not say the money was 
returned, the man made to understand that siich 
practices were abolished, and a message sent to 
the princes of the Yakuti, to say tliat should such 
conduct be again attempted with the present chief, 
a severe punislmient would be inflicted upon the 
party oflending. When the number of Yakuti 
who annually go to Okotsk, are considered as not 
falling short of three or four thousand, it may IxJ 
very readily guessed what the average receij^ of 
a dnef were, and might still be, upon the ssore 
of privilege and extortion. The charm of bribei-y 
and comiption is, however, now so decidedly 
broken at Okotsk, that I feel certain no place in 
Siberia will thrive more, although its chief will 
always be unpopular. 

I will mention one instance niqafe of the |a:eva-! 
lence of corruption in this part of the world, and 
to the truth of which I can myself testify. A de^ 
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eenfc dressed woman called upon tHe present chief 
of Okotsk, with a petition, that her husband 
should have his fetters taken off and be allowed 
a total respite from the public services, in conse- 
queiiee of his age and infirmities. Upon inquiry?, 
her husband proved to be a convictj and still 
inorci one of the very worst. The woman uFtas 
desired to call again, and was then told that - the 
chief was sorry that the conduct of her husband 
was such, as prevented the cliief’s considering if 
ne<)essaiy that he should be excused from the pub* 
lie works ; and that his health, his age, and eir*. 
cumstances were such, that no extra consideration 
of hb case was necessary, and therefore he must 
continue to work in his fetters. The woman then 
put a letter into the hand of the chief, which;, on 
Oldening, was found to contain bank notes to, the 
amount of three hundred roubles, a sura equid to 
fibeen pounds. This was her last resort,: fhe 
nioney was returned, the former opinion w|^ con- 
fiimud, and the chief, for having done his {duty 
and for having honourably refused the bribe, was 
denounced as the most arbitrary and tyrannical, 
insomuch that a paiullel was drawn ; l>etw<^en bb 
conduct and diat of bb iNredecessors, by whom it 
seems such things were practised. , in < • 

, ’ These are in no way extraordinary cases, nor 
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are they by any tneans the rnost ^ievotts. Tliose 
arising from the oppressive acts of the coniinis- 
Sariesj or tak^atherers, are the worst. I feel 
confident that no real redress can lie granted 
until the yasack is done away adth entirely ; and 
this Step I' hope and believe will, ere long, be 
takeiiv The sacrifice would be small; it might 
e’^eu ' be* done with great advantage to the ein-« 
|iirev and to the increase of the population; as well 
as “nf the revenue : but I have done, and am rt^ly 
t&^ed of being under the necessity of telling such 

lOiDuring the latter part of my stay at Okotsk, 
two- vessels arrived there from America, tme of 
#Kich ivas ver)’^ valuable, worth about seventy 
thousand pounds, the other aboiit thirty thousand; 
T%iey were brigs, and loaded with sea-otters, 
heavem, sea-cats, martins, river-otters, and vari- 
ous other less valuable skins. The vessels ap^ 
paired well manned, and tolerably managed, 
tvMch more than I can I>elieve is the case with 
the government transports ; but as I am going in 
One, and shall have a fair opportunity of jud^%, 
f w 81 , fi)f the present, abstain from further re- 
hiarky I remained in Okotsk a conaderable tiihe, 
about three months, and felt highly gratified with 
the attentions shewn to me by the chief, his 
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araiablie lady, and the officers. Every thing that 
could tend to my comfort was done for me. I 
did not, however, receive from the American 
Company’s representatives those attentions to 
which my situation might seem to entitle me, in 
consequence, I believe* of what had taken place 
at St. Petersburg. Om circumstance in partU 
cular occurred to me, which was cfdMlated td 
lower them and the concern in my estimation. 
Ohe of their brigs was to be examined,-“visited 
fof the purpose of ascertaining if the 'provisihns 
were good, if the people were satisfied, and if 
the furniture of- the vessel, in spare sails, &cd 
was, as is directed by law. The chief and offi^ 
cers were invited. This was at a feast given by 
the chief, at which I was present, and where htr 
was requested to bring me with him: I even 
heard the invitation, but I naturally considered 
that, if they wished me to partake of the' 

to be given on board, they coudd as well 
have invited me upon the spot, as desire, a second 
person to: bring me. The day the survey was* 
tff take place, all the individuals expected re* 
paired to the scene of action, except myself; a; 
boat was despatched after me, but I declined the 
invitation in toto, conscious as I was that some- 
thing existed which, probably, in oliedience to 
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Uh^ctions. I ought not to see, and knowing as 
they must that I would expose, if 1 discovered, it. 
I,i<either have nor had any hostility towards the 
American Company ; on the contrary, I say, tliat 
X think their estabUshraent in Okotsk is upon tlie 
most liberal scale, probably too liberal, and that 
thei® are fewer faults in the concern in Okotsk, 
thaii in any other of thehs that I liave seen. 

,, ^lie prices of provisions and labour will con- 
clude these i-emai’ks upon Okotsk. Bread is twelve 
roubles a pood, and meat from four to five rou- 
Wes the same quantity; that is, bread is sold by 
government at nine shillings for thirty-six pounds, 
while moat is four shillings and sixjjence for the 
sjame quantity. Fish, from its abundance, is 
not vended. Tobacco, cottons, and earthenware,, 
cutlery, and such articles as a poor peoirle can 
want, are not exorbitant; while a common work- 
ing man can earn four, five, and six shillings a 
day, whieh ar’e, however, sm*e to he spent at the 
kahah, qr grog-shop. Wine of an infamous qua- 
lity, the worst of spirits, and a sort of provincial 
ualeef ka, and fructovka (a spirit of the flavour of 
cherry-brandy) are most exorbitantly dear. Those, 
who have industry, strength, or talent, cannot fail 
of making their situations comfortable in Okotsk, 
if they te so disposed. The place is genei-aUy 
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considered healthy, yet for invalids there is a 
good hospital, with plenty of attendants. The gar- 
dens produce , some vegetables, but commonly of 
an inferior growth ; mushrooms are most abund- 
a!Jt, and very fine. In other respects the govem- 
raent of Okotsk can only be termed an immense 
dreary waste, extending from the river Uda to 
Idgiga and Anadyr, and the whole population is 
less than four thousand souLs. In spite of the 
attentions and hospitality heaped upon me by the 
inhabitants of Okotsk, I could not regret my 
departure. It has such a sameness — so little to 
be seen — so little to interest; and what was 
woi*se than all, so much scandal circulating there, 
tliat every thing done in Irkutsk and St. Pe- 
tOi’sburg was sure to be known in a very short 
time. 

It was bri the twenty-fourth of August that I 
embarked on board the Imperial transport brig, 
Michael, to proaied to Kamtchatka. She was 
commanded by a lieutenant of the navy, and had 
on board thirty-two jjeople besides passengers ; I 
mention the number, because it is considered in 
this part of the w orld that such a number falls 
far short of what is necessary to work a vessel in 
a case of emergency. 

Our destination was St. Peter and St. Paul’s 



OKOTSK. 


417 


in Kamtchatka : we cast oflF owr lasliings about 
noon, and were soon in the centre of the tre- 
mendous ti desway, which makes in and out of 
Okotsk every six houi's. In attempting to cross 
the bar, she struck, and as the vessel was rather 
late, the ebb-tide having made, of course she con- 
tinued to strike, and in fact beat so liard, that it 
was necessary to get down the lower yards and 
topmasts, and even to prepare to discharge the 
cargo. Ev^ery exertion, but in vain, w'as made in 
the two following tides to get her olf from the^ 
bank which received Captain Billing’s vessel, the 
Good Intent — she was left so truly dry at low 
water, that I walked on shore to communicate 
with the chief. 

On the afternoon of the twenty -sixth, by 
main force we hove the brig into deep water 
mam the rising of the tide ; and tis no damage 
had been apparently done to the vessel, of course 
resumed the voyage. We may be considered as 
fortunate; the surf is at tunes so terrific as to 
prevent the possibility not only of a boat, b\it of 
any vessel outriding it many minutes. The shal- 
lowness of the water a long way off from the 
entrance of the harlmUr, the rapidity of the tides, 
and the cross-setting of them at the harbour’s 
mouth, preclude the jmssibility of Okotsk becom- 
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ilhg an easily accessible port, except for ti ^rtiall 
merchant vessel. Necessity alone, resulting from 
the loss of the Amour, can induce the Russian 
Government to keep it, at sucli an expense and 
under such circulnstances. If the Amour had 
not bt^n sacnficed througli tlie bad generalship of 
the Count, whose name I do not recollect, or the 
superior dujdicity of the Chinese, all the produc- 
tions of the Pacific might have entered, and 
ascended that river nearly to the 6)141*688 of 
Kiakhta; but in the present state of the limit- 
ation of the Chinese and Russian Empires, the 
produce of the Pacific is necessarily sent to 
Okotsk, as there is no other eligible place. 

The produce arriving at Okotsk has to choose 
lx;twixt the dangers of a bad roadsted, arid of a 
very difficult port. From Okotsk to Irkutsk find 
Kiakhta, are near three tbousaiid n)ile.s bf the 
most difficult and dangerous land-carriage in the 
world : a journey which cannot Ire accomplished 
during the season in which the vessels generally 
arrive at Okotsk ; consequently one year’s inte- 
rre.st of tire money is sunk, besides the exposure 
of the goods to the ignorance and negligence of 
warehouse-keepers, and the dampness of the at- 
mosphere. 

The only period in which the port bf Okotsk 
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can be approached or de])arted from, is between 
the months of July and October, or only four 
months. The general period for vessels arriving 
is the latter part of .luly or Ijcginning of August ; 
too late in the season to admit of their cargoes 
being forwarded to Yakutsk in time to take the 
winter-road and reach the fair of Kiakhta during 
the same season, as the J'air commences in Fe- 
bruary. Were the American (’ompany to des- 
patch their vessels from tlie Continent of Ame- 
rica in the month of May, they would always 
arrive at Okotsk before the 1st July; tlieir cargoes 
might 1)0 transported to Yakutsk by the end of 
August, at a cheap rate, hy means of the return 
horses, and then to Irkutsk hy water, previous 
to the winter setting in, and so be ready for dis- 
posal at Kiaklita in January. The ftirs would 
arrive in a better state, and of course fetch a 
better price. What incalculable advantiiges 
would result to the American Company and to 
merchants in general, to say nothing of its con- 
yenience to the govxn’iiment, from the employ of 
$team-engines upon the rivers Lena, Angara, 
Sglenga, and Baikal Lake ! What country, in 
the world has such advantages for tlie employ- 
ment of steam as Siberia? and what a I’elief would 
it not give to the aborigines, in saving them at 

2 K 2 
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IcAst t/ammml horses every y^ar, vvliich are 
now, througli fatigue, cold, hunger, and being 
overladen, left to perish ! 

I'lie value of the Amour is, however, so gene- 
rally known, and its loss so sensiWy felt, that it 
were needless to point out the benefits which 
would arise from the purchase of it ; all that sur- 
prises me is, that the Russians have not attempt- 
ed to open a ti’caty even for the privilege (rf> na- 
vigating the river : then the direct trade hetv,!^en 
Irkutsk and Karntchatka, .Japan and the Pacilic 
in general, would he astonishing, while nowUt-is 
at tjcst contemptible. o » 

return to the voyage, which occupied us 
fourteen days, with mild and favoitrable weather, 
and blit little fog. On the seventh day we |wiaied 
the Kurile Islands in safety, and on the t^th 
made the Avatcha Peak. Strong north winds 
and a still stronger and perpetual south'^ehst 
ciiiTent, ti^ether with the ivant of practical 
knowledge in the commanders of vessels in this 
part of the world, r<;tarded our progress, so- tlmt 
we did not anchor until the fifteenth day^ when I 
was receivefl under the I’oof of the amiable and 
hospitable chief, Captain Rikoidl; the gentleman, 
as will be remembered, who rescuirii Captain 
Oolovnin from the hands of the Japanese; ‘ I 
arrived in lime to partake of tiie feast, given' in 
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honour of the Saint after whom the lady of the 
ehitef is named. It was attended by all the youth, 
lieauty, and fashion of Uie town of St. Peter and 
St. Paul’s. 

During our passage across the sea, little of in- 
terest was excited. I had occasion, during ealm 
weather, to witness the stniggles of the whale, 
and listen to its groams, when attacked by the 
kasatkii a si>ecies of sword-fish. We had fretiuent 
opportunities of ascertaining the state of the eur- 
'Fents, which were invariably found setting to the 
S,E. at the rate of two and three miles per hour. 
In one of these excursions, and when I was in 
•ia smaU punt boat, with a deep sea lead down for 
lanmnchor, the laziness of tlie crew got the better 
'of their prudence , and nearly prevented my nou’ 
i « mlating the tale. A Ithough in a .small punt, the 
■hrew persisted in pulling towards the brig, with 
’•theAleep .sea lead down; the consequences Aveav 
- rast might he expected - the moment we : ceased 
^riidwing, . to enable us to take hold of a ro|ie 
^ ' thrown to us, that moment, oi course, the ; punt 
• got'stemway, and continued it until the lead was 
dbrought lip and down ; but although the boat 
rwseJ nearly swamped by this unsailorlike conduct , 
yety in spite of I’emonstrance, was it again fruit- 
lessly attempted. Whether this conduct pro- 
ceeded from obstinacy, ignor.ance, or fearlessness, 
I leave the reader to judge. At length tla* oi’cw 
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took Ml y advice, and we gained the brig, ! had 
also an opportunity of establishing the latitude 
of iPpvorotnoi Noss, and which is correctly laid 
^own in the old chart of Admiral SaretchelF’s, 
while the more modern one of Admiral KruZett* 
stem is incorrect by nineteen miles. The longitudes 
of Nishney Kolymsk, of Okotsk, and of tlie island 
of Eon, have, however, .3" of error in the former 
Admirars chart; this may probably have pro- 
ceeded from inadvertency, and not irorn error of 
calculation, as Captain Billings used En^ish 
books to calcxdate by, while Admiral Saretcheir 
must have used Frencli. Tire fomier only un- 
derstood his own English, and of course Used the 
meridian of London ; the latter, most likely, used 
the liieridian of Paris, as he did not understand 
English. 1 mention the circumstance of exeul- 
pation, because the errors are known to exist. 
Three degrees must be added to the longitude^ of 
the place according to the charts extant; in short, 
it ou^ht to be about 146* casd of London. In 
passing the Kurile Islands, the general line of 
them appeared to be well laid down, with the 
exception of the second and fourth islands, ‘Which, 
with Cajje Lopatka, should be placed farther to 
the east, to bring them upon a north-east liUe 
with the idarids to the southward of thenij or 
the southern islands slioxdd Be placed more to the 
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westward to bring them upon a south-west line 
few Cape Lopatka, for that is tlieir exact direq- 
tipn, although the charts lay them down other- 
wise. I had no other means than half a dozen 
compasses of ascertaining where the fault lies. 
I’he islands and peninsula are elevated, bold, ^d 
yeiy accessible ; passages may be run for during 
the night in spite of the fogs, and there is no 
danger any wliere but in the Lopatka channel, 
where a strong south-east current always sets. 

* The average temperatui-c of the atmosphere was 
15" of heat. 

In the harhour of St. Peter and St. Paul’s, I 
found the Russian expedition under the orders of 
Captain VassilhefF, who had returned from a fruit- 
less attempt to get round the American Continent. 
■They rounded Icy Cape about tliiity niiles beyond 
Captain Cook, although they fell short of him 
on the Asiatic side by two degrees. Little increase 
of knowledge will be gained to the world by this 
expedition ; the most valuable is, the having ascer- 
tained that a strong current runs round Icy Cape 
to the north-east and east, — so strong, that it 
was with great difficulty Captain VassillielF could 
get back his fast-sailing sloop! She certainly was 
not ^provided with the means, nor was she a fit 
, vessel for wintering on the American coast, sepa- 
rated from her consort, a large transport of six 
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hundred toils. What would Captain Parry havi* 
^hfen Ibi' such a fair current ^ Had the state* bf 
Captain Vasddiblf’s ship permitted his running for 
the accomplishment of the voyage in genei’al, he 
bertainly had the fairest opiiortunity that ever man 
• ■ had, for the result of Captain Parry’s first voyage 
was known at Kamtchatka, as a correct chart of 
that voyage, and the situation c£ Melville Mdnd* 
had< been fi>rwardt%l, and had actually , reached 
tjMere a few days after Captain VassUielT arrived. 
Jidttle or no :doubt can exist that he could have* 
reached MelviUe Island ? that there was an ojiea 
sea to tihe east, and a current of three knots per 
hour,* I have reason to know. IJnfortanatdy, 
however," the expedition was not in a fit " state vfco 
miake the attempt again ; but what -inay 1)0' doiie 
hy >' Captain Kotzebue, time alone • will $h0vr { 
though f lielieve bis instructions are so limited^ 
that he is not to attempt the passa^, to suri 
vii^ithe sound named after himv* and pi’OtecCJ.tfil 
Rdssite w part of the world) I ani, 

hbweverj free to think that the |)assage by Behi<- 
Ing^Stmits is the best. ShouldGaptain Kotzdkio be 
deteniiined to attempt the itass^^e rotiiid Iej!^4?ap^ 
he will, ;no doubt, find a j^ace for wintering ; ®^ 
he may win ter in the sound ^Ued alters ' and ' > 
discovered by him, for it has ; been known •teethe 
Russians more than one hundred yeai%. ‘ - The 



ST. PET^IK AND ST. PAtJD’vS. 

lie .employed to gi«at advantage^. ^ 
are; fl^tiyes in the vicinity, with d<^ an<d 
i^iipdeer ; and d showld think, 
caxtlionj and people qualified for ; the = task; the 
coast as far as M'Kenzie’s River might he ^ve^^ed 
itjsCHaie winter. Dogs to assist could also be 
cured at Kamtchatka. ; » « = 

d in St. Peter and Sts Paul’s* a brig 

under Portuguese coloui's, as well as erne < from -tM 
Sandwich Islands, The former hronght a cargo 
©fidlour from Macao, the other a cargo of salt 
a present to the Emperor from the i^Me majesty 
o£| those islands, and in return received as afpr®» 
Sicnt such things as seemed most desirable*, ^ among 
others, some animals, with a view of propagating 
the .'breed; though it may be doubted whether the 
propagation of bears, which they also received^ will 
bei beneficial or acceptable. The Sandwich brig 
was a fine American vessel, officered by; thi«S5 
Englishmen, and entirely manned by native 
Tlie conduct of the Executive here towards tha 
Sandwichers was flattering ; ; and it is not a. little 
rihgular that the first voyage undertaken by then* 
^pukl be to Kamtchatka, almost the least know^ 
part ;pf^ tbe world. Wliat with the expeditioiy 
transpoits and foreigners, this place had at ong 
time, laa many as eight vessels in it ;-^the largest 
number it ever counted bi^re» 
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It may readily l)c believed that I felt gr^at 
pleasure in meeting with tliree Englishmen, itide- 
pendent of three on hoard of the Sandwich vessel, 
in such a distant part of tJie world. One w as the 
Russian Consul-general to the Pacific (.)cean, Peter 
Dobell, Est]. formerly a merchant of Canton, re- 
siding in Manilla, wdiither he had returned after 
escaping the dreadful massacre in that place. I 
found him, during the long stay I had in Kaint- 
chatka, a polite, hospitable, and fiiii-shed gentle- 
man, a sincere friend, and, in .short, a real irhh- 
man. He had some few y'cars figo been so fortunate 
a.s to contribute to the safety^ of a Russian frigate, 
under the command of Captain Kruzen.stern, which 
ship was upon the point of l)eing seized b}' the 
Chinese authorities at Canton. Secret intelligence 
conununicated to Mr. Dobell, was a.s readily given 
to the captain, and reported to the Court of St. 
Petersburg, when the Emperor Alexander, ever 
alive to reward the meritoriou.s, pi-esented him with 
a valuable brilliant ring, and gave him his pre- 
sent situation ; w hich last was the more acc“eptable, 
as he was compelled to quit Canton, and forfeit 
his business. A second was a plain good honest Bos- 
tonian, encumbered with six children and a v^e, 
el.se a man who ought to return to his native Igpd, 
where his circumstauces are good ; I expepeMced 
much civility and kindness from him. The last 
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•Was a ©ockney, who had been exiled from Mos- 
cow for forgery ; and, although he liad l)een flog- 
ged, khouted, &c. was still well received in evefy 
hmxse. I know not how such things are managed 
in this country, but no doubt can exist that in 
Siberia, and probably in Botany Bay, the convicts 
are vrell received, that is, if their situation in life 
was fbnnerly respectable. For my own part, I 
conld bnly pity him, and rejoice that the punish- 
mierit inflicted was so merciful; had he been a 
Rii^ian, the case would have bixm different. 

• Time rolled away in the agreeable society of 
the chief and his amiable lady, together with the 
very fine young men who, composed the officers 
belonging to the ex])edition and to the port. I 
felt ankious to get away tVoin the pcrj)etual course 
of balls, routs, dinners, and masquerades, w'^hich 
were alteniately given by tlie chiefs of Kamtchat- 
ka and the Expedition, as well as by the officers 
of them. Nor did the representative of his sable 
majesty of the Sandwich Islands fail to honour 
all individuals of rank and fashion with a splen- 
d^ d^eund. The last fete given, was by the au- 
thor' df this Narrative, when the British flag, for 
;^rst time, waved over the land of Kamtchatka. 
iwdyi^r much the chief felt inclined to grant me 
a -M^ns of departing, it was impossible until 
j'fekpddition had (luitted the bay : only one post 
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could be ^nt» and that I desired to ac 
Two mpntbs passed in this manner b© 
expedition departed, when I was left to ! 
enjojment of a passion which was croAV 
the reward oft marriage so much the: 
trayellership. PloWever, I had no alt 
and the day that Captain Vassilieff left th 
of St. I^eter and St. Panl’s I put the 
My airy phantoms, my l>old desires, and 
trie turn, being thus dissipated by one w| 
prepared to make a tour of the peninsula 
led my intended bride to the altar. 
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